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does not further jeopardize the health of our 
oceans in any way. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO STAFF SGT. JESSE 
WILLIAMS OF SANTA ROSA, 
CALIFORNIA WHO WAS KILLED 
IN IRAQ 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy heart to ob-
serve the death of Staff Sergeant Jesse Wil-
liams of Santa Rosa, California. Jesse was a 
fine man and a fine soldier, and he leaves be-
hind a loving family bowed but not broken by 
the loss of a father, husband, and son. 

Sgt. Williams was serving his second tour 
with the 5th Battalion, 20th Infantry Regiment, 
3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division at the time 
of his death during combat operations in 
Baqubah, in eastern Iraq. 

Before and during his tours in Iraq, Sgt. Wil-
liams had served in the army with distinction, 
earning numerous accolades and awards. 
During his first tour in Iraq from 2003–2004 he 
earned a Purple Heart after being injured in an 
explosive attack. Then, just three weeks be-
fore his death, Sgt. Williams proved his un-
common character and valor when he jumped 
in to rescue two fellow soldiers who were 
trapped in a flaming vehicle ignited by an in-
surgent attack. For his heroism he is currently 
being considered for a Bronze Star. 

Sgt. Williams was known to friends and fam-
ily for his sense of humor and love of life. As 
a younger man, he found discipline and his 
calling when he joined the Boy Scouts. In less 
than 2 years he had completed all the require-
ments to become an Eagle Scout, indicating 
the highest level of achievement. During a 
leave from the Army, he returned to Santa 
Rosa and spoke to the City Council in favor of 
establishing a memorial for Sonoma County’s 
Iraq veterans. At the time, he made a strong 
impression with his words; now his name will 
be one of those featured on the memorial. 

Sgt. Williams leaves behind his wife Sonya, 
and an 11-month old daughter Amaya. Amaya 
was 5 weeks old when Sgt. Williams was de-
ployed to Iraq for his second tour of duty. His 
father, Herb Williams, resides in Santa Rosa 
as well. 

On Monday the community of Santa Rosa 
paused to acknowledge their fallen soldier as 
hundreds of policemen, firefighters and mem-
bers of the community took to bridges and 
overpasses with signs and flags while his cas-
ket was brought back into the city. Yesterday, 
almost one thousand people gathered for a 
memorial service paying tribute to his life. 

Madam Speaker, at this time I ask that my 
colleagues join me in rising to pay tribute to 
Staff Sergeant Jesse Williams, who gave his 
life for his country. I know that his family is im-
mensely proud of his service, and we are all 
in his debt. 

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE 
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE 
HONORABLE JUANITA MILLEN-
DER-MCDONALD, MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 23, 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I come to 
the floor today with a heavy heart. The pass-
ing of the Honorable JUANITA MILLENDER- 
MCDONALD is being felt by all who knew her, 
and all who were touched by her career in 
public service. I want to extend my condo-
lences to her family, friends and constituents 
in California’s 37th District for their great loss. 

In fact, we all have lost something in the 
Chairwoman’s passing. For me, I lost a col-
league, but my wife Annette and I also have 
lost a neighbor and friend. 

Much has been said in these past days 
about what she meant to California and to the 
Congress as a whole. When she won her first 
election to the City Council of Carson, Cali-
fornia, she committed herself to more than two 
decades of public service. As the first African- 
American woman to chair a committee here in 
the House, she was a trailblazer. And as the 
so-called ‘‘Mayor of Capitol Hill’’ she was 
charged with ensuring the smooth operation of 
the people’s House, while overseeing the big-
gest expansion of the Capitol complex as the 
Capitol Visitors Center nears completion. 

Madam Speaker, many of us are so busy 
that we don’t have time to really get to know 
one another. Seeing JUANITA every morning 
on my way to the office was an extraordinary 
way to start off my day, and in the evening we 
would compare notes on our way home. I will 
truly miss seeing her and am heart broken by 
her untimely passing. 

Congress has lost a singularly able and 
warm person whose contributions to the great-
er good for her District, the people of Cali-
fornia, the country as a whole, and African- 
American women will live on. Our prayers are 
with her family as we all mourn the passing of 
Chairwoman JUANITA MILLENDER-MCDONALD. 
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HONORING ROGER DENNIS ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Roger Dennis who is retiring as 
Provost of Rutgers University. Roger has been 
a member of the Camden Campus community 
in Camden, New Jersey for almost a quarter 
of a century, and I consider him a dear friend. 

Roger has greatly contributed to the reputa-
tion of excellence at Rutgers University. Serv-
ing as Provost since 1997, he fostered excit-
ing developments in the City of Camden and 
the Southern New Jersey region. Among 
these initiatives are the Rutgers-Camden 
Technology Campus, the Senator Walter Rand 
Institute for Public Affairs, and the first doc-
toral program in children’s studies to be of-

fered on the Camden Campus. He has also 
spearheaded several ongoing improvements 
to the existing campus. 

Madam Speaker, I offer my congratulations 
to Roger Dennis for his outstanding years of 
service to Rutgers University and the City of 
Camden. Roger has been a trusted friend and 
I thank him for his support and advice over the 
years. I wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors. 
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HONORING UNITED WAY OF BUCKS 
COUNTY 

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize an 
organization dedicated to improving volunteer 
service, United Way of Bucks County. The 
selfless work of the volunteers of United Way 
has made us a stronger community in count-
less ways. 

For more than 50 years, United Way has 
been devoted to improving the community at 
large through the use of social services and 
volunteer projects. Upon its founding in 1952, 
it was known as ‘‘The Bucks County United 
Services Foundation.’’ Since then, it has ex-
ceeded its own expectations, surpassing its 
own fundraising goals and touching more lives 
than was originally thought possible. 

Today, United Way of Bucks County strives 
to spread its impact to the greatest number of 
people. Funding is distributed to three funda-
mental categories: ages and life stages, pro-
moting self-sufficiency, and building a healthy 
community. The services of the organization 
extend to one in three Bucks County resi-
dents, and have forever changed the lives of 
many. 

Madam Speaker, simply put, the work done 
by United Way of Bucks County touches the 
lives of thousands of families. The generosity 
of its members reminds us of the basic giving 
spirit of Americans. The inner strength and 
compassion of humanity is exemplified in 
these outstanding volunteers. 

The work of United Way of Bucks County 
has provided scholarships for daycare and 
camps, dignity for the elderly, stability and 
friendship for those who need it most and em-
ployment and training for the developmentally 
disabled. Most importantly, however, they 
have offered hope and extended a hand to 
those who most need help. 

Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to rise 
today to congratulate, thank and honor United 
Way of Bucks County for years of philan-
thropic contributions to society and for making 
our community stronger. 
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NINETY-SECOND COMMEMORATION 
OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 23, 2007 

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I join today 
with many of my colleagues in remembering 
the victims of the Armenian Genocide. 
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Today, April 24th, is the 92nd anniversary of 
this human tragedy. 

From 1915 to 1923, the world witnessed the 
first genocide of the 20th century. This was 
clearly one of the world’s greatest tragedies— 
the deliberate and systematic Ottoman annihi-
lation of 1.5 million Armenian men, women, 
and children. 

Furthermore, another 500,000 refugees fled 
and escaped to various points around the 
world—effectively eliminating the Armenian 
population of the Ottoman Empire. 

From these ashes arose hope and promise 
in 1991—and I was blessed to see it. I was 
one of the four international observers from 
the United States Congress to monitor Arme-
nia’s independence referendum. I went to the 
communities in the northern part of Armenia, 
and I watched in awe as 95 percent of the 
people over the age of 18 went out and voted. 

The Armenian people had been denied free-
dom for so many years and, clearly, they were 
very excited about this new opportunity. Al-
most no one stayed home. They were all out 
in the streets going to the polling places. I 
watched in amazement as people stood in line 
for hours to get into these small polling places 
and vote. 

Then, after they voted, the other interesting 
thing was that they did not go home. They had 
brought covered dishes with them, and all of 
these polling places had little banquets after-
ward to celebrate what had just happened. 

What a great thrill it was to join them the 
next day in the streets of Yerevan when they 
were celebrating their great victory. Ninety- 
eight percent of the people who voted cast 
their ballots in favor of independence. It was 
a wonderful experience to be there with them 
when they danced and sang and shouted, 
‘Ketse azat ankakh Hayastan’—long live free 
and independent Armenia! That should be the 
cry of freedom-loving people everywhere. 
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SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS HIGHLIGHTED THROUGH 
NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize some of the outstanding volun-
teers in my district who dedicate their time to 
serving women and their unborn children. To-
gether, Choices Medical Clinic and the Preg-
nancy Crisis Center have over 80 volunteers 
that serve as support to women and families 
in the community. 

It is an honor to recognize their work and 
dedication to offering women healthy choices 
for themselves and their unborn children. Dr. 
Scott Stringfield, Volunteer Medical Director, 
Dr. Cindy Nash, Volunteer Physician, and Dr. 
Lydia Dennis, Volunteer Physician, as well as 
over 40 others, provide support as volunteers 
at Choices Medical Clinic in Wichita, Kansas. 
Since its opening in December of 1999, 
Choices Medical Clinic has served 6,075 
women and saved 1,500 babies from abortion. 

Without these caring individuals, Choices 
would not be able to serve the number of 
women they do and prevent the loss of life in 
the same capacity. 

Choices are able to offer women a snapshot 
of their child through their 4–D sonogram ma-
chine. They also inform women about the 
harmful effects of abortions. Women deserve 
to know the truth about abortion—the physical 
and mental consequences of this violent pro-
cedure, and Choices allows them this informa-
tion so they can make the healthiest choice for 
themselves and their baby. 

The Pregnancy Crisis Center has served 
over 40,000 mothers and families since it 
opened in 1985. The volunteer services they 
provide are of no cost to the patients and cli-
ents. In 2006 alone, 6,000 services were pro-
vided to young women aged 15–25 years of 
age. 

The Pregnancy Crisis Center has been 
blessed over the years with wonderful, caring 
volunteers. Currently, they have 40 volunteers, 
including three special ladies who have been 
long serving volunteers, Mary Power, Kay 
Esau and Shirley Moler. All three serve as Cli-
ent Advocates, who meet with young ladies, 
hear their stories, and then match them with 
assistance. 

All of the volunteers at Choices Medical 
Clinic and the Pregnancy Crisis Center de-
serve to be recognized throughout the year for 
their excellence in giving back to the commu-
nity. Today, during National Volunteer Week, I 
thank you all for caring for others and bringing 
hope and restoration to families in need. 

May you know the impact you are having on 
the well-being of women and the unborn and 
may you never tire of this excellent work. 

God Bless You. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARK HOGAN 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the accomplishments of South-
east Missouri State University baseball coach 
Mark Hogan. Coach Hogan recently eclipsed 
the all-time career wins record at Southeast 
Missouri State University. Under Coach Ho-
gan’s leadership, Southeast Missouri State 
University has become one of the premier 
teams in the Ohio Valley Conference. 

Coach Hogan is no stranger to success. He 
has excelled as a player and a coach at 
Southeast Missouri State. He was a player on 
the 1976 team that finished third in the nation 
at the NCAA Division II College World Series. 
The squad became the first baseball team in-
ducted into the Southeast Missouri State Uni-
versity Athletics Hall of Fame as part of the 
2006 induction class. 

Southeast Missouri State is fortunate to 
have a great coach and first class citizen lead-
ing their team on and off the field. As a coach, 
he has compiled 751 career victories while 
winning Coach of the Year honors on more 
than one occasion. Coach Hogan is a role 
model to players, coaches and fans. He is a 
reminder that accomplishing our goals re-
quires planning, hard work and plenty of sac-
rifice. 

Today I join with Coach Hogan’s family, his 
friends, his colleagues at Southeast Missouri 
State, the young men who have played on his 
teams, and the proud fans of the Eighth Con-
gressional District to congratulate Coach 

Hogan on the achievement of this career mile-
stone. We are proud of the success of South-
east Missouri State University’s baseball team 
and most proud of Coach Hogan. 
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HONORING MATTIE COOPER 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Mr. PICKERING. Madam Speaker, today I 
want to recognize a Mississippian who has 
been a true champion for Head Start for over 
40 years. This Friday, on April 27, 2007, the 
Winston County Complex Mississippi Action 
for Progress will celebrate the ‘‘Mattie Coo-
per’s Day.’’ I join them in expressing my ap-
preciation to Mattie for her love of Head Start. 
Her colleagues know her as a steadfast advo-
cate with unwavering support for both the mis-
sion and the children of Head Start. 

Mattie Cooper knows Head Start. She start-
ed out as a teacher’s assistant and pro-
gressed through the program. Currently she 
serves as the County Administrator for the 
Winston County Complex Mississippi Action 
for Progress, in Louisville, Mississippi. Her 
work is a calling, a mission, and she strives 
every day to make a difference in the lives of 
young Mississippians. 

Mattie Cooper started her career with the 
Wesley Education Association (WEA) in 1966. 
Recognizing her talents, they encouraged her 
to attend the Tuskegee Institute to obtain 
teacher certification. Following 5 years at 
Tuskegee, WEA asked her to participate in 
classes, workshops, seminars and con-
ferences at various Mississippi universities to 
obtain her Social Worker’s license. She 
earned her certification and WEA promoted 
her to Social Services Director. They also 
named her the Parent Involvement/Volunteer 
Coordinator. She continued her success in 
motivating the parents and community with 
phenomenal results. 

When Wesley Education Association joined 
the Mississippi Action for Progress (MAP), this 
new and stronger Head Start program pro-
moted Mattie Cooper to Center Administrator. 
Quickly recognizing her talents and the poten-
tial of the Winston County Complex, MAP’s 
executive director promoted Mattie to the high-
est position for the county: County Adminis-
trator. 

Mattie Cooper graduated Magna Cum 
Laude in 1992 and number one in her class 
with an associate’s degree from Mary Holmes 
College. In 1962, she was valedictorian of her 
high school. In addition to Head Start, she 
serves her community and church. She main-
tains the integrity of elections and confidence 
of voters in our democratic system as a Win-
ston County Election Commissioner. And for 
almost 40 years, she has served as secretary 
for the Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist 
Church in Louisville. 

Mattie’s dedication to service begins at 
home. For almost 45 years, she has been a 
supportive wife to William Cooper. Together, 
they have a daughter Sharon Cooper Johnson 
who, with her husband Robert Johnson, Jr., is 
rearing a new generation of this family in Rob-
ert (Tré) Johnson, III. 

I have known Mattie Cooper for over a dec-
ade and she makes her dedication to Head 
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