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Monterey County, California to work for Basic
American Foods Company, where his lan-
guage skills took him all over the world. On
leaving Basic he set up his own business,
Monterey Agricultural Products, which special-
ized in garlic. Jack was given the title “Garlic
King” by the agricultural industry because of
his expertise with that crop, and he was the
first president of the Order of the Stinking
Rose, an association of garlic growers and
processors.

Jack continued to be active in agriculture
even in retirement. He worked with Volunteers
in Overseas Cooperative Assistance, helping
Central American Indians become more self-
sufficient by growing and selling crops. One of
his favorite charities was the American Farm
School at the Thessalonica Agricultural and In-
dustrial Institute in Greece, which has pro-
vided free education to Greek children since
1904, and where he was a trustee.

Madam Speaker, | honor the life of Jack
Kakis, a man who worked hard and diligently
to make a place for himself and his family in
his adopted country, but who never forgot his
homeland and worked for the betterment of
people in need all over the world.

TRIBUTE TO ELISE FIGUEROA

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the accomplishments of
one of my constituents, Elise Figueroa, a
teacher at P.S. 44 in Bronx, New York. | wish
to recognize Ms. Figueroa for being named a
National Board Certified Teacher by the Na-
tional Board for Professional Teaching Stand-
ards. This program was created in 1987 in
order to honor teachers who meet high stand-
ards of excellence and professionalism. This
award also aims to identify and integrate high-
ly competent and certified teachers into cur-
rent educational reform efforts.

We must recognize that education is critical
to building a society founded upon respect
and acceptance and credit our teachers with
producing our responsible leaders and citi-
zens. They deserve to be honored for their
commitment and contributions to this crucial
foundation which touches the lives of all our
children.

Madam Speaker, | join to wish Ms. Figueroa
best wishes and good fortune in her future
projects.

GRANTING MILLIONS HOPE
HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. MEEHAN. Madam Speaker, in the
United States this year alone we will see more
than 500,000 people die from cancer, 200,000
people die from diabetes, 75,000 people go
blind and 50,000 people will be added to the
scores who already suffer from Parkinson’s or
Alzheimer’s.

These are 825,000 reasons why my col-
leagues must vote today in support of Stem
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Cell research. As one researcher at Harvard
Medical School wrote in the New England
Journal of Medicine: “the science of human
embryonic stem cells is in its infancy.” Re-
stricting stem cell research now, he said:
“threaten[s] to starve the field at a critical
stage.” But that’s exactly what President Bush
has done.

In August 2001, the President ruled that fed-
eral funding couldn’t be used to research new
stem cell lines. In effect, he gave our sci-
entists—the best in the world—only 19 stem
cell lines, many of which were contaminated
and unusable.

Today we can right this terrible wrong. With
more stem cells available, our scientific com-
munity will have a better chance of making in-
credible discoveries—like curing cancer and
diabetes, and saving kidneys and livers. Some
opponents of this bill argue that there is no
need for embryonic stem cell research. This is
a false choice. We don’t have to stop embry-
onic stem cell research and only focus on
amniotic stem cells, or adult stem cells, or
cord blood stem cells.

We can, we should, and we must research
all areas of stem cells—because anyone area
could produce the miracle cure. This bill is as
ethical as it is common sense. There are mil-
lions of reasons to say yes, and no good rea-
son to say no.

————————

TRIBUTE TO THE MIDWAY HIGH
SCHOOL’S 1937 BASKETBALL
TEAM ON THE 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THEIR STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP

HON. BEN CHANDLER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. CHANDLER. Madam Speaker, today |
would like to commemorate the 70th anniver-
sary of Midway High School’s 1937 Kentucky
state basketball championship. Under the
guidance and leadership of Coach G.L.
“Bobby” Burns, the Midway Blue Jays re-
invented the game of basketball for years to
come. The Blue Jays rejuvenated Kentucky
basketball and made it a truly exciting spec-
tator sport with their up tempo “run and gun”

style of play.
Coach Burns and his squad of: Jack Penn,
Emest Jefferson, Armon Portwood, Carl

Thomas, Raymond and Harold Sanderson,
James Murphy, Sherman and Quentin Colum-
bia, and Karl Jefferson used their natural abili-
ties and athleticism to play against their taller
competition. They averaged only 58", the
smallest team to ever win the state tour-
nament. Yet they persevered, as Coach Burns
believed that natural instincts and physical
stamina, combined with fundamental basket-
ball, were keys to success. Coach Burns was
right.

To celebrate this historic occasion, on Janu-
ary 12, 2007, the Woodford County Yellow
Jackets will honor the “Boys of '37” by dress-
ing in the blue and white uniforms of Midway
High School during their regular season game
against Madison Central High. Additionally,
during the halftime ceremony, a giant banner
will be raised and installed in the Woodford
County Gym to honor the Midway Blue Jays’
tournament win. In March, the members of the
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'37 squad will be honored in a ceremony at
the halftime of the 2007 state championship
game.

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor to
have this momentous occasion celebrated in
my home district. The “Boys of '37” truly rep-
resent Kentucky’s passion and dedication to
the game of basketball. This group of individ-
uals will always be remembered as Kentucky’s
finest and we will continue to celebrate their
accomplishments for years to come.

———

IN HONOR OF JOYCE SMITH
STEVENS

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of my district’'s most colorful char-
acters, Joyce Smith Stevens. Joyce is known
for her outspoken devotion to local environ-
mental issues, and for her wonderful sense of
humor.

Joyce was born in Seattle, WA, in 1927.
She graduated from the University of Wash-
ington in 1954 with a degree in architecture.
Encountering gender discrimination in this
“man’s field,” and looking at the experiences
of female civilians working for the government,
she decided that she would be happier in that
environment. As a single mother, she moved
to Carmel, CA, in 1962 and took a job as Post
Engineer at Fort Ord, working there until her
retirement more than 20 years later.

One of Joyce’s proudest achievements was
designing the Post Chapel at Fort Hunter
Liggett. It is located near the Hacienda, which
was designed by another female California ar-
chitect, Julia Morgan. She also convinced,
pestered, actually, the Army into protecting
some rare native plant habitat at Fort Ord. Be-
cause of her persistence she had the satisfac-
tion of seeing Fort Ord receive ecology
awards.

Joyce’s commitment to the community is un-
paralleled. She appointed herself full-time ac-
tivist to save everything we all love about the
Monterey Peninsula. As chair of the Ventana
Chapter of the Sierra Club, she was devoted
to protecting our local natural setting. She
served on the Board of Trustees of Big Sur
Land Trust, which is dedicated to preserving
the wild lands of Big Sur. Joyce joined Pine
Watch to educate people about the signifi-
cance of our native Monterey Pine Forest, with
the goal of creating a Monterey Pine State
Park.

For over 20 years Joyce served on the Car-
mel Area Wastewater District. She became
known as the “Sewer Queen” for her work to
save the Carmel River by encouraging the in-
creased use of treated wastewater and thus
reduce pumping from the river. She formed
the Dunes Coalition to save the Monterey Bay
shores from development. Eventually this con-
cept grew into the Monterey Bay State Shore.
She also created the Hatton Canyon Coalition
to preserve the scenic beauty of Carmel and
the canyon.

Joyce was very active in the local chapter of
the American Institute of Architects and was
one of the founders of AlA’s Carmel Sand
Castle Contest—a great Carmel tradition. It is
generally suspected that she volunteered to
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serve as a judge in order to solicit bribes.
However it started, it has become part of the
fun of the event for judges to offer to accept
bribes from the various competitors, cham-
pagne being a favorite.

In all of these activities, she never hesitates
to roll up her sleeves and do the actual work,
whether it is getting up at 5 a.m. to pull
weeds, or working on dune planting during
winter storms. She uses her graphics skills to
convince the public that they don’t want to see
resorts on the beaches, freeways in the can-
yons, and mega-mansions all over our native
forest habitat. Joyce is a gem among gems,
and we are indebted to her for her fierce de-
votion to the importance and the beauty of our
natural resources.
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TRIBUTE TO ERIC PLAKS
HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the accomplishments of
one of my constituents, Eric Plaks, a teacher
at Bronx Charter School for Arts in Bronx, NY.
| wish to recognize Mr. Plaks for being named
a National Board Certified Teacher by the Na-
tional Board for Professional Teaching Stand-
ards. This program was created in 1987 in
order to honor teachers who meet high stand-
ards of excellence and professionalism. This
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award also aims to identify and integrate high-
ly competent and certified teachers into cur-
rent educational reform efforts.

We must recognize that education is critical
to building a society founded upon respect
and acceptance and credit our teachers with
producing our responsible leaders and citi-
zens. They deserve to be honored for their
commitment and contributions to this crucial
foundation which touches the lives of all our
children.

Madam Speaker, | join to wish Mr. Plaks

best wishes and good fortune in his future
projects.
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