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The first boot camp program in Florida for
juvenile offenders to promote discipline, edu-
cation, physical fitness, and respect for self
and others;

A school resource officer to promote posi-
tive relationships with youth;

Child Protection Services to consolidate
services and ensure the safety of children with
family related problems; and

Victims First, which is a charity organization
that provides scholarships to children whose
parents have been murdered or sent to prison
as a result of murdering the other parent.

Also, under this leadership, a new jail com-
plex was built and the agency of 1,100 em-
ployees became nationally accredited in both
corrections and law enforcement.

The six-term Sheriff also served in various
capacities with the Florida Sheriffs Association
including president and chairman of the Legis-
lative Committee.

He began his law enforcement career with
the Florida Highway Patrol where he worked
for 15 years as a state trooper. He also
worked for one year as an investigator with
the State Attorney’s office and served for two
years as the Chief of Police for the City of
Bradenton.

He ends his career with the successful ar-
rest of kidnapping suspect Vicente Beltran-
Moreno who is charged with kidnapping a 13
year-old boy.

Charlie Wells has prevented, investigated,
and solved countless crimes. | thank him for
his tireless efforts to protect the people of
Manatee County and wish him the very best in
retirement.

TRIBUTE TO ELKS USA
HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2007

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me
take this means to pay tribute to the Elks USA
for their continued dedication to communities
across the nation and their contributions to the
veterans of this country.

Founded after the Civil War with a goal of
promoting friendship and charity, the Elks are
the nation’s oldest and largest fraternal organi-
zation, with 1.1 million members and lodges in
all fifty states. Last year, they donated 9.7 mil-
lion hours and contributed almost $263 million
to a variety of charitable and philanthropic
causes.

One of the major tenets of the Elks is a
commitment to the military and its veterans. In
1918, the Elks built a 700-bed hospital in Bos-
ton to rehabilitate World War | wounded and
gave it to the nation. Elks made a solemn
pledge that “so long as there are veterans, the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will
never forget them.” This commitment still
stands through an extensive visitation program
in VA hospitals and nursing homes. As the
VA’s only source of leather, the men and
women of the Elks gather animal hides, pay
for the tanning, and provide wheelchair gloves
and leather used for therapy programs at VA
medical centers nationwide. In 2005, they
logged 1,037,932 hours visiting hospitalized
veterans and taking many of the patients to
baseball games, fishing trips, and other out-
ings.
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The Elks were among the first groups to en-
dorse the World War Il Memorial, donating
$1.2 million towards its construction. In addi-
tion, the Elks raised a similar amount to aid
the victims of the World Trade Center and
Pentagon attacks.

During World War 1l and the Korean War,
the Elks operated canteens for the troops. A
decade ago, they gave $100,000 to service
chaplains to support the families of the Gulf
War wounded at Walter Reed and other mili-
tary hospitals. A current project, dubbed the
Army of Hope, provides support for the fami-
lies of reservists and National Guard per-
sonnel who have been called to active duty in
Iraq and Afghanistan. For the citizen soldiers
whose lives have been disrupted, Elks are
helping with the kids, making minor home re-
pairs, writing wills, and providing other assist-
ance for their families.

The Elks were founders of Flag Day, a con-
cept President Harry Truman (himself an EIk)
signed into law. They promote the flying of the
Flag, promote the observance of Veterans
Day and Memorial Day, and sponsor parades
along with other patriotic events.

Madam Speaker, | know the Members of
the House will join me in commending Elks
USA for their commitment to bettering our
country and we thank them for their dedication
to our military families.

———

INTRODUCTION OF MAKING
BROWNFIELDS TAX INCENTIVE
PERMANENT LEGISLATION

HON. JERRY WELLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2007

Mr. WELLER of lllinois. Madam Speaker,
Thank you for the opportunity to offer an intro-
ductory statement regarding legislation Con-
gressman BECERRA and | are introducing
today making existing brownfields tax incen-
tives permanent.

As you may know, the U.S. Conference of
Mayors and the Government Accountability
Office estimate that there are more than
400,000 brownfield sites across the country.
They exist in every state and in many of our
districts, rural and urban. We have all seen
them . . . they are abandoned gas stations
and warehouses and manufacturing facilities
that have been closed down. These sites once
housed vibrant and productive businesses, but
today are in desperate need of revitalization
and redevelopment. Before they can be rede-
veloped, however, existing environmental con-
tamination must be cleaned up.

The cost of cleanup can be significant and,
when this is the case, often stand in the way
of re-development projects. In some cases,
the clean up costs can exceed $1 million. The
legislation we are introducing today helps
make these clean ups more affordable by re-
moving obstacles in the federal tax code that
create obstacles to clean up.

Specifically, this legislation does two things:

Make the Internal Revenue Code Section
198 expensing provision permanent. This pro-
vision allows for the expensing of brownfield
clean up costs. Currently, this provision ex-
pires at the end of 2007;

Repeal the provision in the law that recap-
tures the expense deduction as taxable in-
come when the property is sold.
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A recent survey by the U.S. Conference of
Mayors of 187 large and small cities found
that if their existing brownfields were redevel-
oped, it could bring additional tax revenues to
their cities of approximately $2 billion and cre-
ate up to $500,000 jobs.

The issue of brownfield cleanups has been
important to me since | joined the Ways and
Means Committee in 1996. This new legisla-
tion represents more than a decade of work
on this issue. These final steps involve making
the tax incentive permanent and repealing the
recapture requirement. | look forward to work-
ing with Mr. BECERRA to getting these final
steps made into a permanent part of our tax
code.

TRIBUTE TO FRANK COMFORT

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2007

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | rise to recognize the extraordinary
accomplishments of a distinguished educator,
coach Frank Comfort. It is fitting that we rec-
ognize this exceptional gentleman for his re-
markable contributions to higher education, his
manifold successes and abiding dedication to
college athletics, and his enduring influence
on generations of college students.

Frank Comfort has the distinction of being
the winningest dual-meet swimming coach in
NCAA history. He has amassed an unparal-
leled record of leadership and has devoted his
time, skills, and energy to cultivating the very
best in student-athletes. His career has been
defined not only by athletic achievement, but
by a dedication to the development of young
men and women who are student-athletes in
the finest sense: those who successfully com-
bine athletic prowess with academic achieve-
ment.

Frank Comfort is a 1967 alumnus of Syra-
cuse University, graduating with a Bachelor of
Arts in history and physical education. He
went on to earn a Master of Arts in physical
education from the University of North Caro-
lina, UNC, and in 1968, became the head
swimming coach for men and women at Johns
Hopkins University. At Hopkins, his swimmers
won 12 NCAA individual titles and one NCAA
relay title. In 1977, Frank Comfort returned to
UNC, where his consistent leadership and
dedication to excellence for 30 years as Head
Coach have made him one of the most re-
spected college swimming coaches in history.

Many people have made notable contribu-
tions to collegiate athletics. Few leave the leg-
acy of Frank Comfort. He has developed
swimming teams that have thrilled the colle-
giate athletic world with their courage, skill and
achievement. Frank Comfort’s swimmers and
divers have won often and won big. Of his 578
dual meet wins, 308 have come while coach-
ing men’s teams and 270 while coaching
women’s teams. More than a decade ago,
Frank Comfort became the winningest swim-
ming coach in the history of the Atlantic Coast
Conference in terms of league championships
won. Overall, he has led Tar Heel teams to 25
Atlantic Coast Conference championships dur-
ing his tenure—the most in conference history
by a single coach. In his 30 years at UNC, his
women’s teams have been a consistent na-
tional force, finishing in the top 25 an astound-
ing 25 times, including nine seasons in the top
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ten. During his long tenure at UNC, he has
taught many National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation, Association for Intercollegiate Athletics
for Women and U.S. Swimming national
champion swimmers. Several of his swimmers
were chosen to represent the United States in
the Olympics as well. Because of these ac-
complishments, Frank Comfort’s stature as a
coach has solidified in the amateur and inter-
national ranks. Among his many additional
coaching positions, he served on the coaching
staff at the U.S. Olympic Festival on six occa-
sions and as the head coach of the U.S.
Women’s Team which competed in the Good-
will Games in St. Petersburg, Russia, in 1994.

It comes as no surprise that Frank Com-
fort's name has been on the U.S. Swimming
International Coaches List consistently since
1976, an honor going only to the most elite
coaches in the United States. He was named
the youngest recipient ever of the Master
Coach Award from the College Swimming
Coaches Association and was inducted into
the Johns Hopkins Athletic Hall of Fame.

Frank Comfort is a living testament to the
positive role that collegiate athletics plays in
our national experience. His guidance has em-
powered both teams and individuals to fulfill
their promise and to extend their purpose and
passion, to step out of their comfort zone and
excel. Athletic achievement is not an endeavor
that runs itself. It requires the constant leader-
ship, foresight, encouragement, and discipline
that can be afforded only by dedicated coach-
es. Coaches are one of the best examples of
what is great about our country. They inspire
students and athletes to become better peo-
ple; to give their best in every endeavor and
to make the most of their God-given abilities.
Frank Comfort’s leadership is about cultivating
the promise of the human spirit and encour-
aging those who work daily to make that
promise a reality.

Frank Comfort’s career will soon come to a
close. After almost 40 years as a coach and
educator, he has left an indelible mark on col-
lege athletics and on countless students whom
he has coached, mentored, advised, and in-
spired. Please join me in commending Frank
Comfort, distinguished coach and educator,
and an exemplar of strong character and lead-
ership.

———

WOUNDED WARRIOR ASSISTANCE
ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 28, 2007

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. Chair-
man, | rise today in strong support of the
Wounded Warrior Assistance Act, H.R. 1538.

This legislation will enhance the way the
Department of Defense provides medical care
for wounded warriors. Furthermore, the legis-
lation will improve the transition of soldiers
from the Department of Defense health care
system to the Department of Veterans Affairs.
An evaluation of care that our wounded men
and women are receiving is requested in the
legislation. | strongly support these provisions.

The Wounded Warriors Assistance Act will
help address and eliminate the red tape that
veterans and soldiers get tangled in.
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My home district in Albuquerque is home to
one of the premier VA hospitals in the country.
They provide excellent care and support to our
veterans. This legislation will improve the tran-
sition that New Mexico Service Members may
face when leaving the Department of Defense
medical system and returning to New Mexico
to receive care at Albuquerque VA hospital.
Specifically, the improvements will include a
written transition plan specifying the schedule
of milestones for transition of the member
from the military service before the date of
separation or retirement and set up a formal
process for transmittal of records and other in-
formation to the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs on or before the date of separation or re-
tirement during a formal meeting. Furthermore,
the legislation would require the Department of
Defense and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to establish a single medical information
system, which will be a significant improve-
ment for our service members.

| look forward to the findings of the many re-
ports requested in the legislation. It will allow
us as a body to evaluate these findings and
implement improvements and initiatives that
will continue to support our brave men and
women. | am grateful to all who serve their na-
tion and we as a Congress have a responsi-
bility to ensure they receive the best possible
care. In this war on terrorism, the greatest bur-
dens have fallen on the shoulders of a rel-
atively small number of Americans who have
volunteered to take great risks on our behalf.
Events over the last few years have made a
new generation of Americans realize just how
precious our freedoms really are. We owe our
freedom fighters—past, present, and future—a
debt of gratitude for their selflessness and
sacrifice. | will continue to fight to ensure that
our veterans get the benefits they were prom-
ised, the health care they deserve, and the
recognition that our nation owes them.

HONORING CESAR CHAVEZ
HON. PHIL HARE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2007

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, this Saturday,
March 31, marks the 80th birthday of Cesar
Chavez. | am honored to rise before you today
to pay tribute to Mr. Chavez’s dedicated advo-
cacy for workers.

As a young child, Cesar Chavez experi-
enced the long hours, horrible wages and
other deplorable conditions and discrimination
faced by migrant farm workers, which
emboldened him to fight for justice and fair-
ness for all working people of this country.

In 1962, Mr. Chavez founded the National
Farm Workers Association (now known as the
United Farm Workers of America), through
which he organized migrant workers in cam-
paigns for safe and fair working conditions,
reasonable wages, decent housing, and the
elimination of child labor.

His tireless leadership and use of nonviolent
tactics, such as fasts, boycotts, strikes and pil-
grimages, brought awareness to the conditions
of farm workers and their struggle for better
pay and safer working conditions.

Mr. Chavez is credited for the passage of
the groundbreaking 1975 California Agriculture
Labor Relations Act, which remains the only

March 30, 2007

law in the Nation that protects farm and mi-
grant workers’ rights to unionize.

Madam Speaker, | came out of the labor
movement as a lining cutter at Seaford Cloth-
ing factory in Rock Island, IL. | owe Cesar
Chavez a great deal of gratitude for his dili-
gent efforts to achieve dignity, respect, fair
wages, medical coverage, pension benefits,
and humane living conditions for all workers,
which laid the ground work for the additional
labor protections | was able to fight for while
President of UNITE Here local 617. Mr. Cha-
vez has and always will be an inspiration to
me, as well as a reminder of what can be
achieved by the will and conviction of one per-
son.

| am happy to see that several states have
acknowledged the contributions of Cesar Cha-
vez by dedicating a state holiday in his honor,
including my home state of lllinois. For four
consecutive Congresses, Congressman JOE
BACA has led a movement to recognize the
contributions of Cesar Chavez with a national
holiday. | am honored to join the distinguished
gentlemen from California and 51 of my col-
leagues as a cosponsor of H. Res. 76, the
Cesar Chavez Holiday Act.

Not only does this legislation recognize the
contributions Cesar Chavez made to the labor
movement but it also aims to educate students
on the life and work of this courageous man.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
honor Cesar Chavez by supporting the Cesar
Chavez Holiday Act.

————

WOUNDED WARRIOR ASSISTANCE
ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 28, 2007

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, due to a
technical glitch, my vote on rollcall No. 204
was not recorded. Had my vote been re-
corded, | would have voted “yea.”

————

REINTRODUCTION OF THE PLEA
ACT

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2007

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
reintroduce the PLEA Act to protect our citi-
zens and to protect our law enforcement offi-
cers.

The PLEA Act would ban the Five Seven
handgun, a weapon that has been designed
by FN Herstal of Belgium to have the power
necessary to pierce a bulletproof vest while
still being small enough to conceal. In other
words, it is the perfect weapon for criminals to
use against police officers.

It is not useful as a hunting weapon and
there are certainly other reasonable options
for self-defense. So why do we need such a
dangerous gun on our streets? The answer is
that we do not.

Some in the gun lobby have said the claims
about the gun’s power have been exagger-
ated. But | have seen a demonstration of the
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