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would also require each and every cargo con-
tainer to be screened in each and every for-
eign port not later than 5 years, and as soon
as 3 years from enactment. This requirement
would come into effect regardless of the re-
sults of the pilot program and, perhaps, re-
gardless of the availability of any sufficient
screening system.

When this proposal was first made last year,
it was opposed by the Administration, the mar-
itime transportation industries, and such
voices as the Washington Post’s editorial
page. Instead of enacting any blanket require-
ments on the maritime transportation sector
without any technologies capable of achieving
the standards, Congress rightly required the
Department of Homeland Security to test the
capabilities of available scanning technologies.

My friends on the other side of the aisle are
justifying their proposal by saying that 100
percent scanning systems are in place at two
ports overseas. It is not. In these ports,
some—but not all—containers are scanned,
and none of the scans are analyzed to deter-
mine that the container is or is not a risk.

No system currently in place in any port
worldwide is capable of scanning and review-
ing 100 percent of containers that are bound
for the United States. What will we do in 3
years if there are no scanning technologies
available without creating massive backups
and delays in international maritime com-
merce? Let's complete the pilot program and
not establish mandatory requirements that we
may not be able to meet.

Congress has acted to make America’s
maritime commerce is safer than before 9/11.
It is unfortunate that this bill has been brought
to the House Floor with the intention of con-
vincing the American people that until now
Congress has simply let the 9/11 Commis-

sion’s recommendations languish. Nothing
could be further from the truth.
————
IN HONOR OF FREDERICK
JOHNSEN

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 10, 2007

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of a true national servant.
Frederick Johnsen, a 9-year volunteer and
contributor to Hospice of the Central Coast,
passed away peacefully on Thursday, Novem-
ber 16, 2006. He was 71 years young.

Mr. Johnsen was born in Newark, New Jer-
sey and attended primary schools in Union,
New Jersey, and University of Omaha from
where he graduated with a B.S. in 1963. Fred
retired from the Army in 1980 after 22 years
of service with the rank of Major. His out-
standing military service earned him the
Bronze Star Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters
twice, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Army
Commendation Medal, the Good Conduct
Medal, the National Defense Service Medal,
and the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
(Dominican Republic). Upon his retirement,
Fred and his wife Edith, settled in Marina,
California, adjacent to his last duty station at
Fort Ord.

During his early years of retirement he en-
joyed teaching sailing at the Naval Post-
graduate School. He was a founding member
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of Sun Street Center, and SeaRina Commu-
nity Recovery Center Advisory Board. He
loved growing roses and was a member and
president of the Monterey Bay Rose Society
and served as a Consulting Rosarian. Most re-
cently he was known for his supportive role as
husband and confidante to my good friend
Edith Johnsen, former Mayor of Marina and
Supervisor for the Fourth District of Monterey.
He took great pleasure in gourmet cooking,
sports—especially NASCAR racing—and his
relationships in the community.

Fred is survived by Edith Vallo Johnsen, his
wife of 48 years; his sons, Christopher of Port-
land and Kenneth of Miami; his brother, Rob-
ert Johnsen and his mother, Margaret Salerno
Johnsen of Union, New Jersey; along with nu-
merous beloved family members.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the House, |
would like to extend our Nation’s deep grati-
tude for Fred's service to the United States
and his own local community. | know | speak
for every Member of Congress in offering our
condolences to Edith and the whole Johnsen
family for the loss of their beloved husband,
father, son, and brother.

———

IMPLEMENTING THE 9/11 COMMIS-
SION RECOMMENDATIONS ACT
OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today very pleased that we will finally
pass legislation to implement in full the rec-
ommendations made by the 9/11 Commission
over 2 years ago. This is an important day for
our Nation, and an extremely important day for
the security of our Nation.

There is much to like about this legislation,
but today | would like to focus only on a few
of the many important provisions in the bill.
Specifically, | have supported in the past, and
continue to support today, efforts to screen
100 percent of shipping containers headed
through United States ports. As | have noted
here on the floor of the House before, approxi-
mately 95 percent of our Nation’s trade, worth
nearly $1 trillion, enters or leaves through our
seaports. We must secure these ports and do
so immediately. We have already waited too
long.

| know there is much concern about the fea-
sibility of this provision to screen 100 percent,
because of cost as well as whether or not it
is simply possible. But Madame Speaker, | be-
lieve it is feasible. There are technologies
being developed in my district by able small
businesses to provide for improved screening
processes while ensuring that port operations
continue efficiently and effectively. Our Nation
has faced challenges to our security before,
and industry and our citizens have responded.
| believe this can be the case again if we
demonstrate the will to lead. And today we are
on the verge of doing so.

Another aspect of H.R. 1 that | would like to
highlight today are the changes made to the
Civil Liberties Oversight Board. Representa-
tives MALONEY, SHAYS, and | introduced legis-
lation during the 109th Congress to make the
Board an independent agency, grant the
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Board subpoena authority, subject all mem-
bers of the Board to be confirmed by the Sen-
ate, require that no more than three members
of the same political party be allowed to serve
simultaneously, thus creating a more bipar-
tisan and politically diverse board, and require
each executive department or agency with law
enforcement or antiterrorism functions to des-
ignate a privacy and civil liberties officer. H.R.
1 includes each and every one of these provi-
sions.

Mr. Speaker, these are just a few of the
many provisions included in H.R. 1 that will
help secure our nation and | strongly support
the passage of this legislation today. | urge my
colleagues to do the same.

———————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN E.
EWING

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 10, 2007

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and pay tribute to Stephen E. Ewing,
who served the Michigan business community
for over 35 years.

Steve retired at the end of 2006 as the Vice
Chairman of DTE Energy. He has been an in-
dustrious and dedicated leader in Michigan for
over 35 years. Steve’s career in natural gas
began at Michigan Consolidated Gas Com-
pany, MichCon, where he held several execu-
tive positions and was responsible for cor-
porate planning, personnel, administration and
customer service from 1971 to 1985. He be-
came the chief operating officer in 1985 and
later the chief executive officer in 1992.
Through his leadership, Steve helped
MichCon become a founding member of the
Heat and Warmth Fund, THAW, an organiza-
tion that provides energy assistance to low-in-
come families, and the National Fuel Fund
Network, NFFN, an organization that promotes
privately funded energy assistance.

When MCN Energy Group and DTE Energy
merged in 2001, MichCon became a sub-
sidiary and Steve became the head of the
DTE Energy Gas Unit. At DTE Energy, Steve
worked on creating new business opportuni-
ties in natural gas and managed the com-
pany’s external gas-related business relation-
ships. Steve has been recognized for directing
environmentally responsible natural gas explo-
ration and production activities in Northern
Michigan, earning DTE Energy praise and
trust from northern Michigan’s environmental
community.

Steve has also devoted his time and knowl-
edge to the energy sector by serving as chair-
man of American Gas Association and mem-
ber of the AAA Auto Group Club. He remains
deeply involved in the Michigan community by
serving on the boards of several economic,
education, cultural, and health and human
services organizations and businesses; as well
as on the executive board of the Boy Scouts
of America’s Detroit Area Council and the Na-
tional Petroleum Council. Throughout his ca-
reer, Steve has been a mentor to his employ-
ees, instilling in them the successful leader-
ship qualities that he employed in his execu-
tive capacities. Steve is a true pioneer in en-
ergy matters and the State of Michigan is
grateful for his 35 years of service.
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Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in extending the appreciation of the
U.S. House of Representatives to Stephen E.
Ewing for his lifelong work in the energy sec-
tor, and in wishing him an enjoyable and ad-
venturous retirement.

———

HIGHEST SIKH RELIGIOUS AU-
THORITY SEEMS TO BE UNDER
HINDUTVA CONTROL

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, the Council
of Khalistan recently sent a letter to Joginder
Singh Vedanti, the Jathedar of the Akal Takht,
who has been promoting a piece of flim-flam
known as the Dasam Granth, in which several
writers took a snippet of the writing of the last
Sikh guru, Guru Gobind Singh, and added
other items, some pornographlc, trying to pass
it off as the genuine work of Guru Gobind
Singh in order to damage the Sikh religion.
Jathedar Vedanti’'s endorsement of the Dasam
Granth makes him a particpant in this effort to
undermine the Sikh culture and religion.

The Council of Khalistan urged the Jathedar
to stop diverting the attention of the Sikhs to
this severely altered book and instead to focus
on the issue of freedom for Khalistan. He
noted that on the two occasions last year
when Slkh leaders were arrested for making
speeches in support of Khalistan and raising a
Khalistani flag, there was no protest from
Jathedar Vedanti.

It is time for us to support the legitimate as-
pirations of the Sikhs and all the minorities of
India who are seeking their freedom by stop-
ping our aid to India) suspending our trade
with that country and by supporting the right to
self-determination for all the minority nations
of the subcontinent. Self-determination is the
essence of democracy. Why can’t “the world’s
largest democracy” hold a simple vote on this
fundamental question?

Madam Speaker, | would like to insert the
Council of Khalistan’s letter to Jathedar
Vedanti into the RECORD at this time for the in-
formation of the American people.

JANUARY 9, 2007.

DEAR JATHEDAR VEDANTI: I am writing to
you about the Dasam Granth, which you
have been promoting as the genuine writing
of Guru Gobind Singh. The issue of its au-
thorship was settled long ago. As you know,
the authors of the Dasam Granth identify
themselves within the text and only a small
part is written by Guru Gobind Singh. The
rest was appended by Hindu writers looking
to harm the Sikh religion. Much of it is por-
nographic. For a jathedar of the Akal Takht
to promote it as genuine Sikh scripture, es-
pecially since Guru Gobind Singh left the
Guruship in the Guru Granth Sahib, is harm-
ful to the Sikh religion and the Sikh Nation.
Sikhs should bow only to the Guru Granth
Sahib, nothing else.

The Dasam Granth is not the real issue. Do
not get sidetracked, and do not sidetrack the
Sikh Nation from the real issue, freedom and
sovereignty for Khalistan. Do not let this
controversy divert and waste the resources
of the Sikh Nation from the preservation of
our religion and culture.

It is vitally important that the Akal
Takht Jathedar, the spiritual leader of the
Sikh religion, be committed to the well-
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being of the Sikh Nation. Preserving its his-
tory, religion, culture, and scripture is es-
sential to that well-being, especially when it
is under assault from Hindus who are trying
to subsume the Sikh religion and culture
into those of the Hindus as part of Hindutva.
Remember that a former Cabinet minister
said that everyone who lives in India must
either be a Hindu or be suhservient to Hin-
dus. But also remember the words of your
predecessor, Professor Darshan Singh, who
said, “If a Sikh is not a Khalistani, he is not
a Sikh.”

Jathedar Vedanti, the duty of the Jathedar
of the Akal Takht is toprotect, promote, and
disseminate the Sikh religion. How can we
do that within the framework of India when
India is working to destroy the Sikh reli-
gion? The experience or the Jewish people
shows that when a nation has sovereignty, it
flourishes, but when it does not it perishes.

The only way to preserve, promote, and
disseminate the Sikh religion and culture is
in a free and sovereign Khalistan. Yet when
Sikh leaders in Punjab were arrested last
year simply for making speeches and raising
the Khalistani flag, we did not hear a word of
protest from the Akal Takht. Nor did we
hear a protest of the actions of the Badal
government in Punjab, the most corrupt in
Punjab’s history. The Badal government
even sold jobs—they called it ‘‘fee for serv-
ice” and Mrs. Badal was able to tell how
moch money was in a bag just by picking it
up.

Please do not let your energy be diverted
to issues like the Dasam Granth, which has
long been known to be altered. We need
every Sikh to help bring freedom, dignity,
prosperity, and security is in a free, sov-
ereign, independent Khalistan. Discussion of
issues like the Dasam Granth merely diverts
the Khalsa Panth from freedom and sets
back the cause of protecting the Khalsa
Panth.

Panth Da Sewadar,
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH,
President, Council of Khalistan.

————————

A VERY FINE LADY—INDEED—A
TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF DR.
RACHEL HANNAH CELESTINE
BOONE KEITH

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, tonight |
rise to pay tribute to a champion of humanity.
Dr. Rachel Hannah Celestine Boone Keith
lived an exemplary life, one filled with kind-
ness and caring towards others. She was an
exceptional woman who genuinely cared
about those around her and was always quick
to lend a helping hand. | have known Dr. Keith
for over 40 years. She was the wife of my
dear friend, Judge Damon Keith. Judge Keith
and | have been great friends for a very long
time. | initially met Judge Keith when he was
the law partner of my brother, Nathan Con-
yers. It is with a heavy heart that | make this
tribute to Dr. Keith who gave so generously in
life; she was a wonderful person and physi-
cian, she acted on behalf of those who could
not help themselves, and she advocated vocif-
erously for the health care rights of the com-
munity at large, she will truly be missed.

Rachel Hannah Celestine Boone was born
on May 24, 1924, in Monrovia, Liberia. Her fa-
ther and mother were Baptist medical mission-
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aries who founded a church, ran a school, and
provided medical services. She returned to the
United States at the age of three, relocating
with her family to Richmond, Virginia. She
graduated from high school at the age of 13
and was the class valedictorian. Tragically, her
mother died that same year. This loss is what
prompted her to decide to become a doctor.
After her mother's death, she relocated to
Boston to live with her aunt, Dr. Bessie B.
Tharps. Following in her aunt’s footsteps, she
attended the Boston University School of Med-
icine, where she attained the highest score
ever recorded on a medical school exam.

In 1951, she relocated to Detroit to become
only the second African-American female doc-
tor to serve as a resident physician at the De-
troit Receiving Hospital. It was soon after be-
ginning her residency that she met Judge
Keith, who was a young lawyer at the time.
They were soon married and remained mar-
ried for 53 years. My friend Damon has said
of his wife, “She was the sweetest woman in
the world. Her life was a by-product of how
she was raised. She was very religious. She
was not pushy or demanding. She saw her life
as one of service.” Judge Keith and Dr. Keith
had three wonderful daughters, Cecile,
Debbie, and Gilda. She was a devoted wife,
mother, and grandmother who taught her chil-
dren that they were raised to live a simple life.

Professionally, Dr. Keith gave tirelessly to
her patients. She was a trained internist who
was in private practice over 40 years. During
that long tenure, she never turned any patient
away based on their inability to pay.

Though she was a strong supporter of her
husband and gentle in demeanor, Dr. Keith
was exceptionally effective as a leader in de-
veloping community unity, and in developing
and establishing new ways to deliver health
care. She was an early health care activist
and far ahead of her time in understanding the
importance of health care being universal to
all.

In addition to being a strong medical pres-
ence in the community, she was heavily in-
volved in civic and social matters. She served
on the board of over 20 medical organizations
and 18 non-profit groups. She was also hon-
ored with numerous awards and honorary de-
grees. Madam Speaker, the world is a better
place because Dr. Keith was here; she will be
deeply missed, but her spirit and love that she
shared with others will live on indefinitely.
Madam Speaker, | ask unanimous consent to
enter the homegoing celebration program of
Dr. Rachel Hannah Celestine Boone Keith into
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

DR. RACHEL HANNAH CELESTINE BOONE KEITH

Rachel Keith was born Rachel Hannah
Celestine Boone on May 30, 1924, in Mon-
rovia, Liberia. Her parents, Reverends Clin-
ton C. Boone and Rachel Tharps Boone, were
Baptist medical missionaries. Her grand-
father, Reverend Lemuel Washington Boone,
was a founding trustee of Shaw University.
Rachel came to the United States at age
three and began her schooling at Paul Lau-
rence Dunbar Elementary School in Rich-
mond, Virginia. She graduated from Arm-
strong High School in 1938 at the age of 13 as
valedictorian of her class. That same year,
she lost her mother and moved with her
aunt, Dr. Bessie B. Tharps, to Rhode Island.
In 1943, as the only African-American stu-
dent at Houghton College in upstate New
York, Rachel graduated magna cum laude
and second
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