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like to thank Derrick Douglas with the State of 
New York, and Judy Chesser and Bill Daly 
with the City of New York. Finally I’d like to 
thank Lee Sander and Chris Boylan with the 
New York Metropolitan Transit Authority, Mike 
Weiss at the Federal Highway Administration, 
and Jessie Torres at the Department of Trans-
portation. 

f 

HONORING NATIONAL PEACE 
CORPS WEEK 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in honor of National Peace Corps 
Week, which took place from February 26th 
until March 1st, 2007. 

The Peace Corps was founded in the early 
1960s, and has grown to a force of 7,749 vol-
unteers in 73 overseas countries. The Peace 
Corps has done great work all over the world 
in numerous fields, including improving agri-
culture, business development, improving in-
formation technology, bettering education, im-
proving healthcare, and protecting the environ-
ment. 

The Peace Corps provides those who join 
with extensive training in language skills as 
well as skills in numerous other fields that give 
them the foundation to eventually work in any 
field they choose, much like how I ended up 
serving my constituents here in Washington 
after I had spent time in the Peace Corps 
serving in Nepal. 

Today I would especially like to thank Cath-
erine Bukowski, Terry Callan, Katie Clifford, 
Laurence Dessein, Patrick Gannon, Kerry 
Goessling, Lisa Jackson, Chetou Lamare, 
Ryan McCarthy, Samuel Tassone, and Patrick 
Wayne; all constituents of mine selflessly serv-
ing overseas in the Peace Corps. All of these 
men and women should be commended for 
their tireless effort, and that is I why I stand 
today to recognize them and all those serving 
in the Peace Corps. 
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HONORING COACH TERRY 
BUCKLES 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to publicly congratulate Terry Buckles for 
achieving his 500th career win as Head Coach 
of the Central Hardin High School Women’s 
Basketball Team. 

Throughout his 22 year career, Coach Buck-
les has epitomized the qualities that make 
Kentucky hold its basketball heroes in high re-
gard. His steady leadership and the lifelong 
lessons imparted on his players have made 
his teams a model of teamwork and good 
sportsmanship. His success is evident through 
his players, 26 who have continued their stu-
dent-athlete careers at the collegiate level. 

In addition to his remarkable record of wins, 
Coach Buckles has coached his teams to six 
Kentucky High School Athletic Association Re-
gional Championships. In 1996, he took the 

Central Hardin Lady Bruins to the state finals 
and later coached his team to a Kentucky 
AAU State Championship victory. His success 
has continued this season, leading the Lady 
Bruins to a 23–6 record, ranking fourth in the 
state. With his 500th win, Coach Buckles has 
joined only seven other coaches who have 
reached this milestone. He currently stands as 
the all time leader in wins in the Fifth region 
and ranks in the top ten for career wins for 
women’s coaches in state history. 

Coach Buckles hard work and success at 
Central Hardin High School has been recog-
nized throughout the Commonwealth. He has 
received numerous ‘‘Coach of the Year’’ 
awards; is an inductee of the Fifth Region Hall 
of Fame; and was honored last year with in-
duction into the Kentucky Association of Bas-
ketball Coaches ‘‘Court of Honor,’’ the highest 
tribute a basketball coach in Kentucky can re-
ceive. 

I would like to recognize Terry Buckles 
today before the entire U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for his recent coaching milestone. 
His contributions to education and athletics 
make him a remarkable citizen worthy of our 
appreciation and respect. 
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HONORING RON BOONE 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the memory of Ron 
Boone, a remarkable public servant and friend 
from my home state of Kentucky. Mr. Boone, 
a long-time radio news broadcaster in Eliza-
bethtown, passed away unexpectedly in Feb-
ruary, 2004. He will be posthumously inducted 
into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame 
early next month. 

Ron Boone was a legend in Central Ken-
tucky, broadcasting on radio stations WIEL, 
WASE, WSAC, WRZI and WKMO throughout 
his 31 year career. He was affectionately 
known among his colleagues as ‘‘The Dean of 
Newscasters’’, and was universally praised by 
listeners and interview subjects for his unbi-
ased reporting. 

I have fond memories of Ron Boone dating 
back to my first days as a candidate in the 
spring of 1994. Ron reported extensively on 
my election that year, subsequent elections, 
and on countless votes and official events that 
occurred over the course of my first six terms 
in Congress. I always enjoyed my conversa-
tions with Ron, particularly his thoughtful and 
well-informed observations on our community 
and Kentucky politics. Indeed, he was very 
good at what he did. 

In addition to his upcoming induction into 
the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame, Ron 
has also been recipient to the Kentucky Asso-
ciated Press Broadcasters Association Distin-
guished Service Award, the Kentucky Mic 
Award from the Kentucky Broadcasters Asso-
ciation, and was inducted into the Elizabeth-
town-Hardin County Chamber of Commerce 
Hall of Fame. 

Despite many deserved professional acco-
lades, Ron Boone’s most enduring legacy was 
his love of family and his unwavering dedica-
tion to his friends, neighbors and community. 
Though the years were too few, his was a life 
very well lived. 

It is my great privilege to honor the memory 
of Ron Boone today, before the entire U.S. 
House of Representatives, and to send our 
collective congratulations to his wife Judy who 
will accept the Kentucky Journalism Hall of 
Fame Award on his behalf. 
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IN HONOR OF PRIVATE CLARENCE 
SPENCER, UNITED STATES ARMY 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of the bravest and most 
dedicated young heroes of North Texas and of 
our Nation. 

Army Private Clarence Spencer was killed in 
Blad, Iraq while fighting against enemy forces 
in one of the most important conflicts our Na-
tion has ever engaged in. 

Clarence Spencer gallantly and selflessly 
gave his life for his country while fighting 
alongside his fellow soldiers of the First Cav-
alry Division from Fort Hood, Texas. 

Private Spencer is survived by his mother, 
son and loving wife, Army Private Charlotte 
Spencer, who has also devoted herself to our 
Nation’s noble military profession. 

Clarence Spencer served three tours in Iraq, 
two of which were as a marine. Wounded in 
Iraq on a previous tour, he demonstrated tre-
mendous courage by deploying into harm’s 
way once again. 

Private Clarence Spencer is gone, but he 
will never be forgotten. His memory lives on in 
our hearts and America is eternally grateful for 
his spirit and dedication. 

As Clarence’s Dunbar High School football 
coach said about him, ‘‘I’ve coached faster, 
stronger and more talented students, but I’ve 
never coached anyone that I was more proud 
of.’’ 

That is precisely the way that the Fort Worth 
community and our Nation feel about soldiers 
such as Private Clarence Spencer—a true 
American hero. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. KEN GIBSON, 
PRESIDENT OF DONNELLY COL-
LEGE 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Dr. Ken Gibson, 
who recently announced his retirement, effec-
tive June 30th, following nine very successful 
years as president of Donnelly College of Kan-
sas City, Kansas. 

Donnelly College is an important part of the 
Kansas City, Kansas, community, and offers 
more than just an education to students. As 
Dr. Gibson reflected in a recent article in the 
Kansas City Kansan, ‘‘Donnelly College is es-
sentially about hope. If you are not satisfied, 
you can change it and you can achieve what 
you are capable of. We have some really 
good students and I think we give them a 
great education.’’ 

The recipient of a master’s degree from the 
University of Kentucky and a Ph.D. from 
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Southern Illinois University, Dr. Gibson began 
his career with Kentucky’s Henderson Com-
munity College, where he later served as dean 
of instruction. Prior to returning to Henderson 
Community College, he was affiliated with 
John A. Logan College, of Illinois. In 1981, Dr. 
Gibson moved to Kansas, where he served as 
Hutchinson Community College’s dean of in-
struction; he later took the same position at 
Johnson County Community College, located 
in my congressional district, where he worked 
until becoming president of Donnelly College 
in 1998. 

Under Dr. Gibson’s leadership, Donnelly 
College reversed a significant drop in enroll-
ment and received over $12 million in dona-
tions and grants, including awards from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. Among the programs offered by Don-
nelly, the Henry W. Bloch Scholarship offers 
full tuition to students and is transferable to 
Rockhurst University or the University of Mis-
souri-Kansas City. Donnelly also participates 
in Kansas Bridges to the Future, a transfer-
able scholarship to Kansas State University. 

Additionally, during Dr. Gibson’s tenure, 
Donnelly College introduced a bachelor’s de-
gree program, began development of a li-
censed practical nurse joint program with 
Johnson County Community College, and im-
plemented a college extension program at the 
Lansing Correctional Facility, establishing an 
opportunity for inmates to earn an associate’s 
degree. As Dr. Gibson noted in the Kansas 
City Kansan, ‘‘It makes a difference for in-
mates’ lives. Of 66 students (involved with the 
program), only one has gone back to prison.’’ 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Ken Gibson has been 
a distinguished educational leader in the Kan-
sas City community, which is a better place 
due to his enlightened leadership. He has 
been a trusted advisor to me on matters of 
education policy and other concerns involving 
the Third Congressional District of Kansas. I 
commend him for his successful tenure with 
Donnelly College and wish him and his family 
many happy returns upon his well-deserved 
retirement. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN 
WALTERSHAUSEN 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of Mr. John 
Waltershausen of Littleton, CO. 

Mr. Waltershausen was born in Chicago, IL, 
and served in the United States Army Air 
Corps during World War II from 1944–1946. 
During his military service, he played a heroic 
role in an incredibly significant moment in his-
tory, what many historians now believe to be 
the end of World War II. I believe his story is 
most worthy of being preserved in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Five days after the bombing of Nagasaki, 
copilot John Waltershausen and the other nine 
crew members of the B–29B Super Fortress 
Boomerang flew, along with 142 other bomb-
ers, in what is now known as the ‘‘Last Mis-
sion.’’ 

Awaiting word of surrender from Japan, 
John and his crew were ordered on one last 

assignment, to bomb an oil refinery in Akita, 
Japan. The Japanese did not think that the 
U.S. could reach Akita from Guam and, as 
such, did not build strong defenses there. 

Even though the crew of the Boomerang 
knew they might not have enough fuel to get 
back, the crew proceeded in the mission to 
take out 67 percent of Japan’s remaining oil 
refining capacity, as well as causing an air 
raid blackout alert. 

Unbeknownst to them, a group of Japanese 
officers attempted to prolong the war by stag-
ing a coup d’état in seizing Japan’s Imperial 
Palace and with it Emperor Hirohito. Upon the 
takeover of the Imperial Palace, the rebel 
leader Hatanaka learned that Emperor Hirohito 
had left the palace. Knowing that Hirohito had 
recorded a message of surrender that had not 
yet been broadcast on Japanese radio, the 
rebel officers hoped to sway the Japanese 
military into continuing the war with the U.S. 
However, because of the blackout caused by 
the U.S. bombing mission that included John 
Waltershausen’s B–29B Boomerang, the rebel 
officers were unable to find the emperor’s re-
cording or to broadcast their own message to 
the Japanese people and soon lost their con-
trol of the situation. The message of surrender 
from Emperor Hirohito was broadcast the next 
morning. 

The ‘‘Last Mission’’ was 3,800 miles and the 
longest mission flown up to that time. By a bi-
zarre twist of fate, it also marked the end of 
World War II. 

After the war, John married Sally Erwin and 
they had two daughters, Karen and Karoline. 
Today, they have 4 grandsons—Gregory, Ben-
jamin, Jacob, and Samuel. John spent the last 
45 years of his life in Colorado, with his 
happiest days being in the beautiful Colorado 
mountains. 

Madam Speaker, I am grateful for Mr. 
Waltershausen’s selfless service to our Nation. 
His story should be preserved for posterity. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
a man worthy of our honor, Mr. John 
Waltershausen. 
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TRIBUTE TO FRED LEE HARRIS 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, with a heavy heart, I rise to pay trib-
ute to the life of Richmond icon and youth 
football coach Fred Lee Harris who died on 
March 16, 2007. For 27 seasons, Fred Harris 
dedicated his life to the Richmond Steelers 
football organization, providing coaching and 
moral leadership to hundreds of young players 
who have been a part of this community insti-
tution. As Head Coach of the program, Coach 
Harris was honored as a valuable role model 
in the community, establishing a consistent 
winning tradition and a healthy, positive envi-
ronment for youth both on and off the field. 

Freddie Lee Harris, as he was known to his 
family, was born to the proud parents of 
Charles and Helen Harris on February 21, 
1945, in Monroe, LA. At an early age, Fred 
moved with his family to Richmond, CA, and 
soon became the oldest of seven children. He 
attended school in the Richmond Unified 
School District and graduated from Harry Ells 

High School in 1963. Mr. Harris was a suc-
cessful electrician for over 35 years, and be-
came involved with the Richmond Steelers 
when his own son went out for the team. 

Despite raising four children and having a 
full-time career, Fred managed to volunteer 25 
hours a week from July to December in order 
to coach the Steelers’ most advanced team, 
the Midgets. Up until 2005, the Midgets won 
six consecutive league championships. More-
over, he was the coach and equipment coordi-
nator for the entire program and attended as 
many as four football clinics a year to make 
sure the Steelers kept current with the latest 
coaching and equipment innovations. Fred’s 
natural leadership abilities extended beyond 
his passion for football and coaching, and he 
envisioned his position as a chance to nurture 
life lessons and good values in his players. 

The Richmond Steelers organization is not 
just a refuge for the youth in Richmond. The 
five teams, which consist of players from the 
ages of 6 to 14, are a valuable resource for 
parents who disapprove of Richmond’s violent 
street life. Many have said that under Coach 
Harris’ guidance, the Steelers is one of the 
most effective violence prevention programs in 
Richmond. As a coach and adviser, Fred in-
stilled the type of pride in his players that 
comes from discipline, hard work, and team 
work, the type of pride that lasts for genera-
tions. 

Fred Harris was not just a coach, but an ef-
fective mentor. Fred saw the athletic and indi-
vidual potential in each child with whom he 
worked, and he was dedicated to helping his 
players reach that potential through construc-
tive means. Many sons of Richmond would 
have been lost without this resource. 

To Coach Harris’ wife, Etta Harris, and his 
children: Andre, Fredda, Felicia, and 
Maryhelen, I extend my heartfelt condolences. 
His loss is shared not only by those who knew 
Fred personally but also by all those in Rich-
mond who benefited from his direction and 
hard work over the years. We will be forever 
grateful for the integrity, passion and unwaver-
ing commitment with which he sought to make 
the legendary Richmond Steelers a safe place 
to foster hope. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 90TH 
BIRTHDAY OF PEARL RICHTER 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and honor that I congratulate 
Mrs. Pearl Marcus Richter of Toledo, Ohio, on 
the occasion of her forthcoming 90th birthday. 
Pearl will be celebrating this milestone event 
with family members, including two grand-
children, who will be gathering this weekend in 
the Washington, DC area where Pearl’s 
daughter and son have each settled. 

Pearl was born on April 6, 1917, in Indian-
apolis, Indiana, to immigrant parents (like so 
many other fine Americans) on that momen-
tous day in history during which Congress de-
clared war against Germany and the U.S. en-
tered the conflict in Europe that became World 
War I. Her mother was ill during most of her 
childhood and Pearl was always a great help 
in the home. Pearl graduated from Shortridge 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:31 Mar 29, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A27MR8.031 E28MRPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-16T01:55:40-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




