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The Blue Devils consist of 16 talented 

young women, outstanding student athletes 
one and all, including: Maggie Croft, Ashley 
Gallagher, Haley Keller, Kelsi Maciejewski, 
Brogan McCabe, Julia Murak, Natasha Peter-
son, Lauren Schwarzenholzer, Brooke 
Schutrum, Emily Smith, Sarah Soroka, Sam 
Stanley, Alicia Sweet, Sarah and Jessie 
Tarantino, and Meghan Wolff. 

Throughout the season the players met var-
ious challenges and each time they stepped 
up to contribute their talents both as a team 
and individually. In addition to the starting line-
up, the bench players provided inspiration 
throughout the entire season and stepped in 
and responded positively on the court when-
ever they were called upon. 

Also, I would be remiss if I failed to recog-
nize the invaluable leadership demonstrated 
by Head Coach Chris Koselny and Assistant 
Coach Matt Brown during practices, games 
and championship tournaments alike. I also 
want to acknowledge the support of school ad-
ministrators, Superintendent James Bodziak, 
and Principal Dr. James Hoagland and Athletic 
Director Fred Thornley and for the additional 
guidance and support they received from par-
ents, teachers and the entire community 
throughout the year. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
congratulating the great success of the East 
Aurora High School Lady Blue Devils Basket-
ball team on a hard fought season that led 
them to victory in the New York State Cham-
pionship Tournament at Hudson Valley Com-
munity College and a record breaking season. 
It is a pleasure to honor the team and their 
coaches here today. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JUANITA 
HAUGEN 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, today I 
ask my Colleagues to join me in honoring the 
life of Juanita Haugen, who passed away 
peacefully at age 69 on March 5, 2007 after 
a courageous battle against lung cancer. 

Juanita Haugen was an extraordinary 
woman whose passion for education and com-
mitment to students enriched the lives of so 
many. Her efforts and unwavering dedication 
to public service leave a legacy that will con-
tinue to benefit the students of Pleasanton, the 
state of California and our great Nation for 
generations to come. 

Juanita Haugen and her family moved to 
Pleasanton in 1970. Juanita became involved 
in the Pleasanton school system after leaving 
her job as a probation officer to care for her 
children at home. She was elected to the 
Amador Valley Joint Union High School Dis-
trict Board in 1979 and was among the first 
trustees elected to the Pleasanton Unified 
School District (USD) following the 1988 reor-
ganization that led to the District’s creation. 
Juanita Haugen remained a member of the 
Pleasanton USD until her passing, and was 
the longest-serving trustee in the history of the 
local schools. 

Juanita Haugen strongly believed that chil-
dren need not only a quality academic edu-
cation, but also a solid ethical foundation on 

which to build strong character. She led the 
effort in the Pleasanton USD to establish a 
program that teaches and reinforces positive 
character traits in all public school students, 
from kindergarteners to high school seniors. 
This program continues to benefit students by 
focusing on the way in which they live and 
treat one another. 

In addition to her involvement with the 
Pleasanton schools, Juanita Haugen’s passion 
for improving public education for all children 
inspired her to serve on both state and na-
tional school board associations. By sharing 
ideas about education that she learned from 
her state and national colleagues, Juanita kept 
Pleasanton’s schools on the cutting edge. She 
always worked for the common good. In the 
words on one of her fellow school board mem-
bers, ‘‘You must make decisions for the entire 
school district, not just for your own child or 
school. Juanita always (said) it has to be right 
for everybody.’’ 

Although Juanita Haugen’s efforts won her 
many awards, her true measure as a leader is 
how her passion for education inspired others, 
including her family, Pleasanton’s students 
and her community. From reading to young 
students to encouraging others to become in-
volved in public service, Juanita Haugen was 
a valued and respected leader who touched 
the lives of many and improved the quality of 
life in Pleasanton for decades to come. It is for 
these reasons that I ask my Colleagues to join 
me in honoring the memory of Juanita Haugen 
and sending our thoughts and prayers to her 
beloved family and friends. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JUSTIN DAHMER 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a young leader in my district, 
Justin Dahmer, who was recently awarded the 
rank of Eagle Scout. Justin is the 17-year-old 
son of Roger and Pam Dahmer of Franklin, 
West Virginia, where he attends Pendleton 
County High School. 

Justin is truly representative of the Scout 
Oath; to do duty to God and country, help oth-
ers, and maintain physical and mental 
strength. He is a member of Boy Scout Troop 
162 and the Boy Scout honor society, Order of 
the Arrows. Justin’s final project to qualify for 
Eagle Scout Rank was refinishing a portable 
water tank for the Pendleton County Emer-
gency Services Department. Thanks to 
Justin’s hard work, respondents will now have 
additional equipment that would otherwise 
have been unusable. 

Justin’s contributions are not limited to his 
scouting activities; the high school junior is a 
stand out member of the Pendleton County 
High School football team and last fall was 
named all conference offensive lineman. In the 
off season, Justin throws shot put for the Cou-
gars’ track team. He is a member of the Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes and is an usher 
at Mt. Horeb United Methodist Church. 

I am pleased to recognize this young man 
who truly exhibits service to God and country 
and thank his parents for raising such a fine 
citizen. It is an honor to recognize the future 
community leaders like Justin Dahmer. 

IN HONOR OF THE CHAMPION UNI-
VERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS 
CHESS TEAM 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to congratulate the students of the 
University of Texas at Dallas for their victory 
at the 2007 Final Four of Chess held in Dal-
las/Fort Worth this weekend. With this win, the 
team earned the title of the top collegiate 
chess team in the Western Hemisphere. 

The University of Texas at Dallas chess 
team won the President’s Cup trophy after de-
feating the University of Maryland at Baltimore 
County, Duke University and Miami Dade Col-
lege. The team’s five and a half point margin 
of victory was the largest in the tournament’s 
seven year history. 

Team members Alejandro Ramirez, Magesh 
Chandran Panchanathan, Marko Zivanic, 
Drasko Boskovic, Dmitri Shneider and Davorin 
Kuljasevic were guided by their coach, Rade 
Milovanic. The team credits their victory to a 
thoughtful strategy and a rigorous practice 
regimen before the tournament. Drasko 
Boskovic, a junior business administration 
major, was selected as the tournament’s Most 
Valuable Player. He outscored all other com-
petitors and had a perfect 3–0 record. 

The University of Texas at Dallas is an out-
standing school of high academics; the fresh-
man class typically boasts above average SAT 
scores. Located at the convergence of Plano, 
Richardson and Dallas, the school enrolls 
more than 14,500 well-rounded and ambitious 
students. The university offers bachelor’s de-
grees, master’s degrees and doctoral degree 
programs. I am proud to represent the Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas in the 32nd Congres-
sional district of Texas. 

I congratulate these students for their suc-
cess in collegiate chess, a true indicator of in-
telligence, and wish them the best of luck in 
their future academic and chess endeavors. 

f 

U.S. TROOP READINESS, VET-
ERANS’ HEALTH, AND IRAQ AC-
COUNTABILITY ACT, 2007 

HON. BRIAN P. BILBRAY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, as we enter the 
fourth year of the conflict in Iraq, we have be-
fore us today a supplemental appropriations 
bill that should serve one purpose and one 
purpose only—to provide funding for the safe-
ty, security and well-being of our troops. Time 
and time again, both Democrats and Repub-
licans have pledged to provide our brave 
Armed Forces with the resources they need to 
do the job they have been sent to do. Today 
represents a moment in time when that rhet-
oric can be supported with bold and definitive 
action. 

That is why it is all the more disappointing 
that at a time when we should be voting on 
legislation to provide the necessary supplies, 
armor, and technology needed to be success-
ful, the Democrats have decided to politicize 
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this process. Led by Speaker NANCY PELOSI, 
the majority party has taken this opportunity to 
add non-military provisions such as $74 million 
for peanut storage costs, $5 million for tropical 
fish and billions of dollars worth of special-in-
terest pork projects. I have to ask, why would 
this extraneous non-emergency material be in-
cluded in a war spending bill when it has noth-
ing to do with war spending? 

At what point are we going to stop playing 
politics with the safety and well being of our 
troops? I don’t think there is anyone in this 
Chamber who doesn’t believe we need to do 
all we can to support our brave men and 
women in uniform. However, I find it sad that 
the bill before us today is being used to satisfy 
the whims of lawmakers with an appetite for 
special interest pork projects. Such an effort 
amounts to nothing more than institutionalizing 
bribery. 

In addition to the more than $21 billion in 
pork spending, H.R. 1591 plays politics in a 
completely different way by setting a timetable 
for the redeployment of our troops from Iraq. 

I believe that the President made a good 
decision by appointing General Petraeus to 
command all U.S. Forces in Iraq. The fact that 
every Democrat in the United States Senate 
voted to confirm the general reinforces the be-
lief that his new plan and vision for the war on 
terror is the right one. Implementing a ‘‘slow- 
bleed’’ strategy will deny the general the op-
portunity to implement his plan and change 
the tide in Iraq. 

Overseeing the greatest military on Earth 
while trying to initiate great tactical change is 
a monumental task, but I feel we owe it to 
General Petraeus to give him the necessary 
tools to defeat the terrorists and bring our 
troops home. In no way can General 
Petraeus, or any of our military leaders for that 
matter, be successful in Iraq if a timeline for 
redeployment becomes law. 

The same restrictions should not be placed 
on our President. My colleagues and I were 
elected under Article I of the United States 
Constitution, an article that does not give us 
the authority to be Commander in Chief. Arti-
cle II clearly cedes that authority to the Presi-
dent of the United States, whoever he or she 
is, and from whatever party he or she belongs 
to. Now, it’s no secret that almost every mem-
ber of the Senate harbors ambitions to one 
day be President, but until now, I didn’t realize 
that everyone in the House felt the same way. 
This ‘‘slow-bleed’’ scheme represents an un-
constitutional infringement upon the authority 
of the President as Commander in Chief. 

The point is that politicians in Washington 
should stop trying to micromanage this war 
and allow the President and his generals to 
have the troops, equipment, and supplies to 
complete the goals that have been set. Our 
troops are not a bargaining chip to be used by 
congressional Democrats to leverage more ex-
cessive and unnecessary pork spending. 

Rather than support a bill that provides $25 
million for spinach replenishment, I urge my 
colleagues to oppose H.R. 1591, so that we 
can get back to work and pass a clean bill 
free of any extraneous spending and disas-
trous military timelines. 

RESOLUTION IN HONOR OF BISHOP 
GILBERT EARL PATTERSON—‘‘BE 
HEALED, BE DELIVERED AND BE 
SET FREE’’ 

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Ms. KILPATRICK. Madam Speaker, such 
are the favorite words of proclamation that 
characterized the ministry thrust of presiding 
Bishop, Bishop Gilbert Earl Patterson, whom 
our Heavenly Father has seen fit to release 
from the cares of this life, and move from 
labor to reward. We must, in humble submis-
sion, yield to the infinite wisdom and divine will 
of God who does all things well. 

Whereas, Bishop G.E. Patterson was born 
of humble means in Humboldt, Tennessee to 
Bishop W.A. and Mrs. Mary Patterson on Sep-
tember 22, 1939. He grew up in Memphis, 
Tennessee before moving to Detroit, Michigan 
with his family in 1952 and preached his first 
sermon at age 17 and was ordained an Elder 
in the Church of God in Christ by Bishop John 
Seth Bailey in Detroit in 1958. Bishop Patter-
son moved back to Memphis in 1961 to assist 
his father at Holy Temple Church of God in 
Christ and subsequently established a new 
congregation in 1975 named Temple of Deliv-
erance, the Cathedral of Bountiful Blessings, 
in Memphis, Tennessee, and . . . 

Whereas, Bishop G.E. Patterson led Temple 
of Deliverance to outgrow its first church loca-
tion within three years and built a new $1.2 
million 1,200-seat sanctuary to become the 
first church in Memphis, Tennessee to be built 
by black workers that cost more than a million 
dollars. Additionally, in 1999 Bishop Patter-
son’s visionary leadership moved Temple of 
Deliverance to purchase a $13 million campus 
that featured a 5,000 seat worship center 
which now houses a membership of 13,000 
members, and . . . 

Whereas, Bishop G.E. Patterson rose to 
international prominence as the charismatic 
leader, Presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle of 
the Church of God in Christ and was instru-
mental in increasing the denomination mem-
bership ranks to more than 6.5 million mem-
bers in 58 countries, as well as overseeing a 
global media empire that included television, 
radio, internet, recording, and publishing divi-
sions; time will not remove the treasures car-
ried in so many hearts, nor dim the shining 
thoughts and memories that linger as a result 
of Bishop G.E. Patterson’s humble spirit, sage 
counsel, visionary leadership, anointed 
preaching, and spirited worshipper of God, 
and . . . 

Whereas, we the Members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus extend our deepest ex-
pression of sympathy to the entire COGIC De-
nomination, may God’s uplifting power carry 
each of you through your hour of bereave-
ment. 

Therefore, be it resolved, that we Celebrate, 
Rejoice, Praise and Thank God for the exam-
ple of Bishop Patterson’s devoted and faithful 
life of ministry to humankind, his unselfish 
dedication as a world-wide spiritual leader to 
the saints everywhere, and especially within 
the Church of God in Christ. 

Be it further resolved that the Patterson 
family will remain in our thoughts and prayers 
with the reminder that Jesus, the Man of Sor-

rows, understands all that transpires in our 
frail, human lives. 

Be it finally resolved that a copy of this res-
olution be presented to the family and a copy 
be placed in the records of the Church. 

f 

SAFETEA–LU TECHNICAL 
CORRECTIONS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 26, 2007 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
mend my colleagues for their work on the 
SAFETEA–LU technical corrections bill. After 
extensive conversations with the local trans-
portation authority in New York City, it has be-
come apparent that several changes are nec-
essary in order for very important transpor-
tation infrastructure improvements to be imple-
mented in New York City. Included in this bill 
are a number of projects that will enhance 
transportation throughout New York City and 
in my district in particular. 

At my urging, the technical corrections bill 
includes: $1,100,000 for the New York City 
Department of Transportation to design and 
rehabilitate roads commonly known as step 
streets, which connect streets on steep 
grades, in Bronx County in coordination with 
my colleagues Mr. ENGEL, Mr. CROWLEY, and 
Mr. SERRANO; $2,500,000 to design and con-
struct school safety projects in New York City 
to be used as part of the recently launched 
Safe Routes to Schools project, spearheaded 
by the New York City Department of Transpor-
tation; $1,300,000 for the New York Metropoli-
tan Transit Authority to install security cam-
eras at the Steinway Street, Broadway, 30th 
Avenue, and Astoria Boulevard subway sta-
tions in Astoria, New York, at the suggestion 
and urging of New York Assemblyman Mi-
chael Gianaris; $100,000 to provide for an 
independent study of the Newtown Creek oil 
spill in coordination with my colleague Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ; $500,000 for the New York City 
Department of Transportation to study and im-
plement transportation improvements in the 
Breezy Point neighborhood of Queens County; 
$500,000 for the New York Metropolitan Tran-
sit Authority’s interagency task force on fenc-
ing to fence exposed track along the Long Is-
land Railroad. 

These high priority projects will make a con-
siderable contribution to the lives of New York 
City residents. 

Chairman OBERSTAR, Mr. MICA, Chairman 
DEFAZIO, and Mr. DUNCAN deserve the thanks 
and appreciation of every Member of this 
House for their tireless efforts to improve 
America’s transportation system. 

I also could not have secured these and 
other programs within TEA–LU without the 
help and counsel of individuals here in Wash-
ington, and New York City. I would like to 
thank Joshua Fay-Hurvitz of my staff. I would 
also like to thank both the Democratic and Re-
publican staff of the Transportation Com-
mittee. In particular, I would like to thank Jack-
ie Schmitz and Ward McCarragher of Mr. 
OBERSTAR’s staff. I would also like to thank 
Commissioner Iris Weinshall, David Woloch, 
and Andra Horsch at the New York City De-
partment of Transportation. Additionally, I’d 
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