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Bob never wavered in fighting for issues such 
as protecting the California desert and pre-
venting offshore drilling along the coast. He 
also worked to change the way the Sierra 
Club operated, putting a more human face on 
the organization. 

He never shied away from taking on people 
in power—not even Presidents. With his char-
acteristically sharp tongue, he described a 
proposal to name a national forest after former 
President Reagan was like ‘‘naming a day- 
care center after W.C. Fields.’’ 

But it was in the debate over AIDS in Amer-
ica where Bob will truly be remembered. In 
many ways, he helped transform the debate 
and became, as he joked, a ‘‘poster boy for 
AIDS’’ in the process. 

In 1992, nearly 2 years after being diag-
nosed, Bob gave one of the most evocative 
and impassioned speeches at the Democratic 
National Convention. The first person with 
AIDS to speak at a party convention, Bob 
spoke honestly and frankly to millions of 
Americans. He became an icon in the AIDS 
movement, and helped change the hearts and 
minds of many. 

I will always remember the unique way he 
blended this passion for progressive issues 
with a charming sense of humor. It was his wit 
that often won over those who disagreed with 
him and endeared to him those he fought for. 
Though he will be missed, his legacy, reputa-
tion and humor will live on. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 21, 2007 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 157, H. Res. 138—Recognizing the impor-
tance of Hot Springs National Park on its 
175th Anniversary. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO RALPH FRANZEN AND 
RICHARD PARADIS 

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 21, 2007 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, today I 
wish to recognize and honor two fine volun-
teers, Ralph Franzen and Richard Paradis, 
upon their retirement after years of service en-
suring the health and safety of the residents of 
California on the slopes of the famed and his-
toric Squaw Valley Ski Resort. 

Ralph and Richard both served on the 
Squaw Valley National Ski Patrol (SVNSP), an 
organization of approximately 95 unpaid volun-
teers who are trained in outdoor emergency 
care, CPR, and winter rescue. They combined 
first aid and skiing skills to serve the ski area 
and public at Squaw Valley USA near Lake 
Tahoe, California. While on duty at Squaw 
Valley, patrollers are agents of the resort and 
work under the direction of the Squaw Valley 
Ski Patrol Department. Together with the paid 
patrol staff, they are always among the first on 
the mountain in the morning and the last off, 
regardless of weather or snow conditions. 

The patrollers’ primary function is to provide 
basic life support, first aid, rescue, and on-the- 
slope transportation to injured resort guests. 
Besides first aid and winter rescue duties, vol-
unteer patrol members frequently assist with 
the skier safety program on the two-mile long 
Mountain Run to ensure the general safety of 
the skiing/snowboarding public at Squaw Val-
ley. 

Madam Speaker, both of these distin-
guished gentlemen have spent 35–40 days a 
year working as volunteers on the Squaw Val-
ley Ski Patrol, providing for the health and 
safety of the skiers on the mountain. Richard 
Paradis joined the Squaw Valley National Ski 
Patrol in 1961 and Ralph Franzen in 1972. 
They have provided care for countless injured 
skiers with every level of injury. Over the 
course of their careers, Ralph Franzen and 
Richard Paradis have received commenda-
tions for rescuing individuals from life threat-
ening situations and injuries. Today, they de-
serve further recognition upon their retirement. 

Ralph and Richard are outstanding volun-
teers who have proven themselves over the 
years as certified instructors in first aid, out-
door emergency care, toboggan, and rescue 
equipment usage. These gentlemen have 
dedicated countless hours to training the cur-
rent generation of ski patrol men and women 
and, as a result, have received the admiration 
and respect of their fellow Ski Patrol mem-
bers. 

Ralph Franzen and Richard Paradis truly 
are heroes to the many they have helped save 
and mend over the years. They are out-
standing representatives of the community 
who have proven records of commitment to 
public service and their fellow man. 

Thank you, Ralph Franzen and Richard 
Paradis, for your years of dedicated service. 
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PLUG-IN HYBRID VEHICLES 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 21, 2007 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
today I am introducing legislation that aims to 
help propel the introduction of plug-in hybrid 
vehicles by automobile manufacturers. These 
clean, efficient, high performance vehicles 
have the potential to reduce the nation’s de-
pendence on foreign oil, lower emissions, and 
help the nation’s auto manufacturer’s move 
forward into the nextgeneration of advanced 
technology vehicles. 

Government mandates are no substitute for 
the power of capital markets. That is why my 
bill is aimed squarely at consumers. Providing 
tax credits to consumers for the purchase of 
any type of plug-in hybrid vehicle, allows peo-
ple to pick and choose the model that suits 
their needs and preferences. The goal of this 
legislation is to stimulate consumer interest in 
these new vehicle technologies. 

The current bottleneck for producing plug-in 
vehicles is battery technology. The Administra-
tion has proposed millions of new research 
dollars aimed at advanced battery technology. 
This type of research is important. Break-
throughs are needed to usher today’s concept 
plug-in vehicles into the showrooms and ready 
for customer purchase. To date, the types of 
batteries needed to power cars and trucks are 

too heavy, too expensive, and too limited. I 
am confident, however, that America’s inge-
nuity and desire to take a global lead in bat-
tery research will soon overcome the current 
barriers to entry that exist for plug-in hybrid 
vehicles. 

My bill stimulates consumer demand by pro-
viding taxpayers a maximum tax credit of 10 
percent of the cost of any plug-in hybrid vehi-
cle up to a maximum $4,000 in the case of a 
plug-in with a 4kWh battery. Each additional 
kWh would get an extra $250 credit. This 
model is based on the electric vehicle tax 
credit. 

Most auto manufacturers are already work-
ing on plug-in hybrid vehicle technologies. I 
believe with greater consumer demand, De-
troit’s automakers can, and will produce vehi-
cles that meet the demands of consumers and 
address concerns over foreign oil, high gas 
prices, and cleaner air. My bill is just one of 
many ideas to help bring about this desired re-
sult. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. LUCIOUS 
CARROLL RICHARDSON 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 21, 2007 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to recognize Mr. Lucious Carroll Richard-
son, known to his friends as ‘‘Sonny,’’ who re-
tired from the Alabama Department of Vet-
eran’s Affairs on August 31, 2006. He is a 
man who truly embodies the American prin-
ciples of hard work, patriotism, dedication to 
one’s family and service to one’s community. 

For the past 30 years, the veterans in Walk-
er County, AL, have had no better friend than 
Sonny Richardson. During that time he unself-
ishly served Walker County and the State of 
Alabama with great dedication and distinction. 
He worked tirelessly to ensure our veterans 
and their families received the benefits they 
had earned. His one driving goal was simply 
to help people. As Sonny once said, ‘‘this job 
is not a position, it is a calling. If you are not 
interested in helping people, then you do not 
need to be in this job’’. 

Sonny began his career with the Alabama 
Department of Veterans Affairs in January 
1977. At that point there were approximately 
6,800 veterans in Walker County receiving ap-
proximately $4,800,000 in benefits. Today, 
more than $19,400,000 in benefits are distrib-
uted to approximately the same number of 
veterans. It was also on his watch that a new 
Veterans Clinic was opened at Walker Baptist 
Medical Center in Jasper. In 1987, he rose to 
the rank of district manager and upon his re-
tirement was supervising two different districts 
covering 21 counties in north Alabama. 

One of Sonny’s better known accomplish-
ments was his role in Walker County’s annual 
Veterans Day parade. For 21 years he was 
the organizer of the parade. Due to his leader-
ship the event grew to become the second 
largest Veterans Day parade in the State of 
Alabama. He turned over the reins as orga-
nizer 5 years ago to concentrate more on 
serving the needs of the veterans in Walker 
County. However, the Walker County Veterans 
Day parade continues as an annual tradition. 

Sonny is a veteran of the United States 
Army and retired with 20 years of service. 
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During his military career he earned two 
Bronze Stars, one Meritorious Service Medal 
and four Army Commendation Medals and 
served in Korea, Germany and Vietnam. Upon 
retiring from the Army, Sonny went back to 
school and received his bachelor of science 
degree in criminal justice from the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham. 

He is the recipient of numerous awards for 
his service to the veterans and the community. 
In 1988 he was selected for the Fourth Con-
gressional District Distinguished Citizen Award 
and was the Walker County State Employee 
of the Year for 1983, 1984 and 1985. He was 
also twice selected by the American Legion as 
the Veterans Service Officer of the Year. 

Madam Speaker, it is a great privilege for 
me to honor Lucious Carroll Richardson for his 
many years of dedicated service to our Na-
tion’s veterans. He has had an enduring im-
pact on his country, community, friends and 
family. He is a man of great dignity and char-
acter who takes pride in the accomplishments 
of those he has helped over the years. It is 
clear that he has been a friend and advocate 
to the veterans of Walker County and the en-
tire surrounding area. Madam Speaker, no 
doubt Sonny will be greatly missed in his posi-
tion with the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
However, I know that Sonny will still remain a 
friend to those who have served their country. 
Sonny is an inspiring role model for all of us 
and I join his friends, family and colleagues in 
wishing him God’s richest blessings in his re-
tirement. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE COPPELL HIGH 
SCHOOL LARIETTES DRILL TEAM 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 21, 2007 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Coppell High School 
Lariettes Drill Team for earning the National 
Championship at the Contest of Champions in 
Orlando’s Walt Disney World of Sports com-
plex on March 3–5, 2007. This is the second 
National Championship in 4 years for the 
Coppell Lariettes. 

The Lariettes competed against 50 schools 
from across the Nation and took first-place 
honors in all categories they competed in to 
earn the National Championship award. 

Each of the 69 Lariettes worked tirelessly to 
perfect their intricate routines. Dedication, hard 
work and discipline were necessary for the 
dancers to achieve the standard of excellence 
required for a first-place finish. 

Besides dancing, the Coppell Lariettes 
achieve high marks academically in addition to 
other disciplines such as singing, acting, video 
production, art, journalism and sports. 

I would like to congratulate the Lariette di-
rector, Julie Jones on her exceptional work 
with this group of dancers and The Lariette 
Service Organization for organizing fund rais-
ing and team events. 

Again, I offer my congratulations to the 
Coppell High School Lariettes Drill Team for 
an outstanding achievement. 

EQUIPMENT FOR OUR MILITARY 

HON. NANCY E. BOYDA 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 21, 2007 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam Speaker, 
thanks to long contributions of our soldiers 
and our veterans, America has amassed the 
most powerful military in the history of man-
kind. It is so powerful that we can almost 
imagine its resources are infinite. But they are 
not. They are limited, and due to the ever-ex-
panding, ever-deteriorating war in Iraq, they 
are stretched dangerously thin. Our soldiers 
and their families will never complain, but that 
is why we must speak for them. We must 
ask—no, demand—that they have the equip-
ment, training and support they need to suc-
ceed. And today, they do not. 

Since the Iraq war began in 2003, the Army 
has lost nearly 2,000 wheeled vehicles and 
more than 100 armored vehicles. Almost half 
of the U.S. Army’s entire supply of ground 
equipment is now deployed in the Middle East. 
The constant demands of combat and the 
treacherous terrain are wearing out equipment 
at up to nine times the usual rate. 

America’s military is overburdened, and now 
our nation must seriously discuss how best to 
deploy our depleted forces against the dan-
gers of our day. In this age when we face so 
many perils, from sinister terrorists to an un-
stable North Korea to a belligerent Iran, do we 
truly want to devote so many precious re-
sources to an open-ended Iraq war? Or has 
the time come to, responsibly and conscien-
tiously, hold the Iraqi government responsible 
for its own stability? 

Congress has the duty to demand from 
President Bush an unambiguous way forward. 
We should not dictate strategy, but we can 
and we must require the president to offer a 
plan to end the Iraq war and rebuild our stra-
tegic readiness. Congress and the American 
people will no longer tolerate an unending 
war. There must be real progress, sooner 
rather than later. And if the president and the 
Iraqi leadership cannot deliver, we must rede-
ploy our troops. 

I believe, to the core of my being, that our 
strategic readiness cannot survive an endless 
conflict in Iraq. We must make these important 
decisions based on the reality of the situation, 
not or where we wish we were. And so, in 
order to preserve the strength of the American 
armed forces and hold President Bush ac-
countable, I am supporting the Iraq Account-
ability Act. I urge my colleagues to do the 
same. If they refuse to do so, if they cast their 
ballots for a stay-the-course strategy, then 
they are telling President Bush that everything 
is fine in Iraq—that it is OK to stretch our mili-
tary to the breaking point. And that’s just not 
right. 
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ACCOUNTABILITY IN 
CONTRACTING ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 15, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 

consideration the bill (H.R. 1362) to reform 
acquisition practices of the Federal Govern-
ment: 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to bring to the House’s attention the cor-
respondence between myself and Chairman 
WAXMAN. It deals with the jurisdictions of our 
respective committees. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM, 

Washington, DC, March 21, 2007. 
Hon. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ, 
Chairwoman, Committee on Small Business, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRWOMAN VELÁZQUEZ: I am writ-
ing to you concerning the jurisdictional in-
terest of the Committee on Small Business 
in H.R. 1362, the Accountability in Con-
tracting Act. 

I recognize that the Committee on Small 
Business has a valid claim to jurisdiction 
over Section 102 of the bill, and I appreciate 
your decision not to request a sequential re-
ferral. I recognize that your decision to forgo 
a sequential referral does not waive, reduce 
or otherwise affect the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Small Business. Furthermore, 
I will support your request for representa-
tives of the Small Business Committee to be 
conferees on the provisions over which you 
have jurisdiction during any House-Senate 
conference. I am grateful for the accommo-
dation that you have shown the Oversight 
Committee. 

A copy of this letter, as well as your ac-
companying letter, will be included as part 
of the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of this bill by the House of Representa-
tives. 

Sincerely, 
HENRY A. WAXMAN, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS, 

Washington, DC, March 21, 2007. 
Hon. HENRY WAXMAN, 
Chairman, Oversight and Government Reform 

Committee, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write with regard to 
H.R. 1362, the Accountability in Contracting 
Act, a bill to reform the acquisition prac-
tices of the Federal Government. You intro-
duced it on March 6, 2007, and was considered 
on the House floor on March 15, 2007 subject 
to a rule. The bill was referred to the Over-
sight and Government Reform Committee on 
the Armed Services Committee. 

The bill that was reported to the House in-
cluded Section 102 that would directly affect 
contracting programs contained within the 
Small Business Act—including the program 
established by Section 8(a) of the Small 
Business Act (15 USC 637), the HUBZone pro-
gram (15 USC 657a), and the service-disabled 
veteran procurement program (15 USC 637f)— 
that rely on agencies awarding government 
contracts without competition. These three 
programs are included within the exceptions 
to non-competitive procurement procedures 
contained in 41 USC 253(c) in paragraph (5) 
which allows contracts to be awarded with-
out competition if they are covered by other 
statutes. 

I wish to make clear that the Small Busi-
ness Committee does not waive its jurisdic-
tion over the subject matter contained in 
those sections. My support of the bill was 
provided with the understanding that you 
and I agree that the referral and consider-
ation of the bill does not in any way serve as 
a jurisdictional precedent for our two com-
mittees. 

The parliamentarian and Speaker’s offices 
have recognized that the Small Business 
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