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Youngblood of Mesa, Arizona, who was killed 
on February 18, 2007 after being shot by a 
sniper in Ramadi, Iraq. Kelly risked everything 
in a fight to bring democracy to people half-
way around the world. 

Kelly represented the best that the United 
States of America has to offer. After grad-
uating from McClintock High School in Tempe, 
Arizona, Kelly set his sights on military serv-
ice. While only 19 years old, he was aware of 
all of the potential dangers associated with his 
service. Yet, despite his young age, a sense 
of duty called him to enlist. It had been Kelly’s 
lifelong dream to serve his country and shortly 
after his 18th birthday he achieved his dream 
by enlisting in the Army. Following basic train-
ing Kelly was sent to Iraq as a member of the 
3rd Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment, 1st Bri-
gade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division. He 
left behind his mother Kristen and sister 
Melaney of Mesa, Arizona, his grandparents, 
Charley and Jean Herrold of Westville, Indiana 
and many friends around the country. I stand 
here today to express my gratitude to Kelly 
and his loved ones for their sacrifice. 

Today, I join Kelly’s family and friends in 
mourning his death. While we struggle to 
come to terms with our sorrow over this loss, 
we can take pride in his example and joy in 
our memory of his life. Kelly served bravely as 
a soldier working to bring freedom to the peo-
ple of Iraq. His courage and strength of char-
acter will provide an example for future gen-
erations and his memory will continue to bring 
comfort to his loved ones in their time of grief. 

Kelly was known as a loving and kind young 
man with an excellent sense of humor. His 
grandmother told the local newspaper, ‘‘That 
kid was so much fun. He made jokes out of 
everything. He’s going to be sorely missed.’’ 
Today and always Kelly will be remembered 
by family members, friends, and fellow Hoo-
siers as a true American hero. We honor the 
life he laid down in service to his country. 

As I search for words to do justice in hon-
oring Kelly’s sacrifice, I am reminded of a 
speech by General Douglas MacArthur to a 
graduating class at West Point. ‘‘The soldier 
above all other people prays for peace, for he 
must suffer and bear the deepest wounds and 
scars of war.’’ Kelly’s grandparents remember 
his last Christmas, when he worshiped at 
Westville United Methodist Church. As a sol-
dier about to enter combat we can be assured 
that Kelly prayed for peace in Iraq, for his fel-
low soldiers and for his country he left behind. 
We too will continue this prayer in Kelly’s 
memory and will continue his fight to bring 
peace around the world. 

It is my sad duty to enter the name of Kelly 
Youngblood into the official record of the 
United States House of Representatives for 
his service to this country and for his sacrifice 
in the name of freedom, democracy and 
peace. When we think of this cause in which 
we are engaged and the pain that the loss of 
our heroes brings, I hope that the memory of 
Kelly and others like him will bring some sol-
ace in our grief and some hope for our future. 

May God grant peace to those who mourn 
and strength to those who continue to fight 
and may God be with all of you, as I know he 
is with Kelly. 

INTRODUCING THE ‘‘SENATOR 
PAUL SIMON STUDY ABROAD 
FOUNDATION ACT’’ 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 12, 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
in partnership with my distinguished Foreign 
Affairs Committee Ranking Member, Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN of Florida, to introduce a very signifi-
cant piece of legislation, the ‘‘Senator Paul 
Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act.’’ This 
measure will create a new government cor-
poration with an annual budget of $80 mil-
lion—authorized for 10 years—to dramatically 
increase the number of non-traditional U.S. 
students studying abroad in non-traditional 
destinations. 

This bill will a provide significant long-term 
boost to our effort to prevail in the global war 
against terrorism. It will do so by dramatically 
increasing foreign understanding of the endur-
ing strength and value of America’s demo-
cratic culture by exposing foreign students and 
their families to one million of our best and 
most authentic diplomats, our American stu-
dents. It will also vastly increase the talent 
pool of young Americans with foreign cultural 
experience and language knowledge to sup-
port our foreign affairs agencies, U.S. global 
NGOs and U.S. global corporations. 

The bill responds to a landmark Congres-
sionally commissioned November 2005 study 
entitled, ‘‘Global Competence and National 
Needs’’, authored by the Commission on the 
Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad Fellowship 
Program, which proposed ‘‘. . . a broad vision 
for the U.S.: send one million students to 
study abroad within a decade.’’ The idea be-
hind this vision, as articulated in the study, 
was that ‘‘making study abroad the norm and 
not the exception can position this and other 
future generations for success in the world 
much as the establishment of the land-grant 
university system and enactment of the GI Bill 
helped create the ‘American Century’ .’’ The 
Lincoln Commission which was headed up by 
former AID Administrator Mr. Peter McPherson 
and included my colleagues, Ms. SLAUGHTER 
from New York and Mr. KIRK from Illinois, was 
established by Congress in 2004 at the urging 
of Senator Paul Simon who tirelessly advo-
cated for this agenda. 

Madam Speaker, I believe this is an incred-
ibly important legislative initiative. If enacted it 
will democratize study abroad in the way that 
the GI bill democratized higher education. 
Today, many American college students still 
face financial and institutional impediments to 
study abroad. The Senator Paul Simon Act 
and the Foundation it creates will tear down 
these barriers and make foreign study a nor-
mal rather than an exceptional part of an 
American college education. 

Today our Nation faces a deficit of cultural 
knowledge that is a clear impediment to our 
effort to prevail in the global war on terrorism 
and to keep America competitive in a global 
economy. Our foreign affairs agencies are 
struggling mightily to find recruits who have 
firsthand understanding of critical cultures and 
languages such as Arabic, Chinese, Pashto, 
and Dari. The Senator Paul Simon Act will 
rectify this by vastly expanding the talent pool 
of young Americans with global skills. 

I urge my colleagues to join this important 
effort by supporting this legislation. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 720, WATER QUALITY FI-
NANCING ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 9, 2007 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to voice my pleasure and support of the pas-
sage of H.R. 720, the Water Quality Financing 
Act. I would also like to pay tribute to Chair-
man OBERSTAR for his efforts in reauthorizing 
this program for the first time in 13 years. 
Chairman OBERSTAR is a dear friend of mine 
and he has been one of my greatest partners 
in our efforts to clean the Nation’s waters. 

Under President Bush’s proposed fiscal year 
(FY) 2008 budget, the Clean Water State Re-
volving Loan Fund is facing a $16 million cut. 
H.R. 720, of which I am a proud cosponsor, 
would authorize $14 billion for the Clean 
Water State Revolving Loan Fund over the 
next 4 years, providing communities with the 
financial means to construct municipal waste-
water treatment plants. In recent years, Michi-
gan has seen over 1,000 separate sewer 
overflows, totaling over 20 billion gallons of 
spilled sewage. Funding through the Clean 
Water State Revolving Load Fund is crucial to 
preventing further such disasters in Michigan. 

Since Congress passed the Clean Water 
Act, the Federal government has provided 
more than $82 billion for wastewater assist-
ance which led to tremendous improvements 
in our wastewater infrastructure. However, this 
infrastructure is starting to deteriorate, leading 
to sewage and untreated waste flowing into 
our rivers and lakes and leaking onto our 
roads and even into our basements. It has 
been estimated by the EPA that each year, 
overflows from sewer systems discharge 
about 850 billion gallons of wastewater and 
storm water containing untreated waste, toxic 
debris, and other pollutants into the environ-
ment. 

The Republican leadership allowed the 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund to expire in 
1994 and has failed to reauthorize it because 
of their objection to the Davis-Bacon prevailing 
wage law. Furthermore, my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle have cut funding by 34 
percent. Unfortunately the Republican-con-
trolled Congress has not been our only barrier; 
the Bush Administration has also repeatedly 
tried to obstruct clean water programs. In fact 
this week the White House issued a State-
ment of Administration policy conveying the 
President’s opposition to H.R. 569 and H.R. 
700, describing the bills as ‘‘excessive’’ and 
‘‘unrealistic in the current fiscal environment’’ 
respectively. We have watched these setbacks 
to our clean water programs for far too long. 
I urge the Senate to pass these bills and show 
this Administration that the Congress will not 
let our waters be neglected any longer. 
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IN SUPPORT OF THE 90TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF U.S. VIRGIN IS-
LANDS TRANSFER DAY, MARCH 
31, 2007 

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 12, 2007 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise with great pride to celebrate the 90th an-
niversary of the transfer of the three small is-
lands in the Caribbean from Danish to Amer-
ican control on March 31st, 1917. On that day, 
the Danish West Indies became the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands and my district, the district that 
consists of St. Croix, St. Thomas and St. John 
and a host of other smaller islands became 
part of the American family. 

The people of the U.S. Virgin Islands are 
both proud Virgin Islanders and proud Ameri-
cans. We are a diverse community comprised 
of people who are native to the island, those 
who have moved there from Puerto Rico and 
many of the surrounding Caribbean island na-
tions, mainlanders from the continental United 
States, and people from many other parts of 
Europe, Africa, Asia and the Middle East. In 
our 90 years, we have come to reflect the 
American melting pot, evolving from many 
people, yet striving to become one. 

One of the aspects that make the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands a special place is our reverence for 
our history and our past and our concern that 
we pass on to our children the story of how 
we came to this place and how we have lived 
here, and struggled here and thrived here. 

Transfer Day, the day that our islands be-
came part of the American family, has long 
been a source of pride as we have celebrated 
it over the years with parades and fanfare and 
speeches of historic significance. But our rela-
tionship with the United States of America, 
began long before 1917. 

Christopher Columbus, credited with the dis-
covery of the Americas stopped at Salt River 
Bay on the island of St. Croix on his second 
voyage, making it one of the only confirmed 
Columbus landing sites under the U.S. flag 
today. 

One of this country’s founding fathers, Alex-
ander Hamilton, who also served as its first 
Secretary of the Treasury, spent his boyhood 
on St. Croix in the Virgin Islands, where he is 
said to have learned the rudiments of finance, 
as he worked as a clerk in the international 
trade business of his mentor Nicholas Cruger 
in the busy Caribbean port town of Christian-
sted. It was in the Virgin Islands that his talent 
was first noticed, as his writing in the local 
newspapers, in particular on the 1772 hurri-
cane, spurred his supporters to send him to 
New York the next year where he became 
part of the brewing American Revolution. 

The Virgin Islands with its natural harbors 
had long been a trading partner of the colo-
nies of North America, and during the Amer-
ican Revolution, it was the small Danish fort 
on the western side of St. Croix, Ft. Frederik 
that was one of the first to salute the new 
American colors when one of its ships sailed 
into Frederiksted harbor. 

The United States of America recognized 
the strategic importance of the tiny Virgin Is-
lands, then known as the Danish West Indies 
as early as 1865 when negotiations began for 
their purchase. According to historians, ‘‘the 

need for military bases at strategic points in 
the Caribbean’’ was bolstered by the construc-
tion of the Panama Canal. Purchasing the Vir-
gin Islands became important because it 
would ‘‘enable the United States to defend the 
approaches to the Panama Canal and it would 
prevent the islands from falling into the hands 
of countries that were hostile to the United 
States.’’ 

During World War I, it was the fear that Ger-
many wanted a foothold in the Caribbean and 
fear that Denmark, who owned the islands at 
the time would be overrun by the Germans in 
the war, that prompted a more aggressive ap-
proach towards their purchase. By January 
1916, ‘‘agreement was reached on $25 million 
as a compromise between the Danish demand 
for $27 million and the American offer of $20 
million.’’ 

We are told by our parents and grand-
parents that Transfer Day, March 31, 1917 
was one of mixed emotions. While some were 
excited at the prospect of becoming part of the 
American nation, others were sad that the ties 
with Denmark that were 250 years old were 
about to be broken. Residents of the islands 
were given the choice of Danish or American 
citizenship and some remained loyal to the 
Danish flag while others enthusiastically em-
braced their new nation. 

The United States of America entered World 
War I one week after the Virgin Islands were 
transferred to its ownership and the islands 
were placed under Navy rule as they were 
used as a coaling depot for U.S. ships during 
that period. The Navy enacted a number of 
social reforms to include reorganizing the hos-
pitals and improving its equipment, instituting 
a sanitary code and mosquito control which 
drastically reduced the death rate. They also 
built the St. Thomas catchment and the St. 
Croix Creque Dam which increased the 
amount of safe, reliable drinking water. They 
instituted a sewage disposal system, and a 
fire and police system. They built and im-
proved schools and trained and hired teachers 
at a higher rate of pay. They were not as suc-
cessful at economic development and annual 
revenues plunged to less than what it was 
under the Danes, prompting an out-migration 
to then U.S. controlled territories like Cuba, 
Puerto Rico, Panama and the mainland. Dur-
ing that time, new immigrants from Puerto 
Rico and the mainland and an increased birth-
rate due to better sanitation bolstered the pop-
ulation numbers. 

It was in 1931 that the Department of the In-
terior was given the authority to administer the 
islands and charged with the economic regen-
eration of the islands. It was during that time 
that the first civilian governor was appointed, 
Dr. Paul M. Pearson who was responsible for 
the institution of the homestead program 
which allowed for the purchase of old planta-
tion lands for homes and small farms. It was 
during this period that our tourism industry 
began as the first three hotels were built on 
St. Thomas and that opportunities for higher 
education were provided with scholarships to 
Hampton and Howard Universities for our wor-
thy students. But the economy of the islands 
was still in need of a shot in the arm and polit-
ical development was still in its infancy. These 
were the cause of discontent among the peo-
ple. 

It was not until 10 years after the Transfer, 
on February 25, 1927, that United States citi-
zenship was granted through congressional 

enactment to all natives of the Virgin Islands 
and residents on and after January 17, 1917 
including those who moved to the U.S. or 
Puerto Rico before or after January 17, 1917 
who had not become citizens of any foreign 
country and to all children born in the Virgin 
Islands on or after January 17, 1917. 

Another Act of Congress in 1932 further ex-
tended U.S. citizenship to all natives of the 
Virgin Islands living in the United States or 
any other U.S. territory who were not citizens 
of any foreign country regardless of their place 
of residence on January 17, 1917. 

It was in the years between the Transfer 
and the early 1930s, that the people began 
awakening to their political power and began 
agitation for more local, democratic control, 
extended voting rights, and other enfranchise-
ment common to the American Nation. Advo-
cacy through the local press came from men 
such as Rothschild Francis on St. Thomas, D. 
Hamilton Jackson on St. Croix and Casper 
Holstein, a wealthy St. Croix born New Yorker. 
They began pushing for more local democratic 
control of the institutions that governed the 
people of the Virgin Islands. 

In this atmosphere, under some political un-
rest which included demonstrations and con-
gressional inquiries and investigations, two 
major constitutional achievements were 
gained, namely the right of women to vote in 
December of 1935 and the passage of the 
First Organic Act on June 22, 1936. 

The First Organic Act was said to represent 
a considerable extension of political power 
with the creation of two municipal councils, St. 
Thomas-St. John and St. Croix and a Legisla-
tive Assembly consisting of the two councils. 
Property and income qualifications were abol-
ished, but English literacy was required of vot-
ers. Other features of the Act were a governor 
appointed by the President, who had veto 
power which could be overridden by a two- 
thirds majority of the Council, with final deci-
sion making rested in the President. The gov-
ernor was also required to report annually to 
the Secretary of the Interior on financial trans-
actions. 

It was during this period that the first of our 
Virgin Islands soldiers began fighting and 
dying for their new country. Whether joining 
the military from Puerto Rico, the closest en-
listing station to the territory or from where 
they had migrated in New York or elsewhere, 
our young men joined to defend our nation 
and some of them paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

It was after World War II, in the period be-
tween 1950 and 1970, with increased eco-
nomic expansion and political power that the 
population in the Virgin Islands began to dou-
ble and triple. It was the result of increased 
birth rate, immigration from the mainland, 
Puerto Rico and the surrounding Caribbean is-
lands to fill the new jobs created by the ex-
panding tourism industry and the new oil and 
aluminum refineries and watch industry. There 
was also a movement of native Virgin Island-
ers who had moved away in earlier decades 
for economic opportunity back to the islands. 

In 1950, the first native Virgin Islander, Mor-
ris deCastro was appointed governor. With his 
appointment came the recognition by the 
United States of the growing ability of the peo-
ple of the Virgin Islands to govern themselves. 
The growth of political parties and the in-
creased participation of the electorate, the 
growth and diversification of the economy and 
the population all set the stage for the need to 
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