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Ruritan Club in Edgewater, Maryland. This
weekend they are hosting an event to mark
their 50th anniversary.

The South River Ruritan Club, a community
service organization, was chartered on March
13, 1957, and for 50 years has been providing
much needed services to the citizens of
Edgewater, Annapolis and southern Maryland.

The club, whose members are all volun-
teers, have contributed well in excess of half
a million dollars in direct financial aid, and
countless hours of time, to numerous commu-
nity service projects.

The club awards local students scholastic
and vocational scholarships and provides as-
sistance to local Scout Troops, youth athletics,
and other youth-related programs. They con-
duct an annual essay contest for 5th grade
students, and have sponsored students to the
National Association of Student Council Con-
ference and Exchange Student programs.

They contribute annually to the local fire and
rescue departments, the Maryland and Anne
Arundel County police departments, and sup-
port environmental programs, including efforts
to protect the Chesapeake Bay.

Our active duty military, retired and disabled
military, and veterans organizations also ben-
efit from the volunteer efforts of the club. They
have sent direct aid to our troops in Irag, and
provide additional financial assistance through
the military’s Morale and Welfare assistance
programs.

Their work also includes assistance in such
areas as financial aid to needy families, vic-
tims of violent crimes, families displaced by
catastrophes such as fires, and hurricanes,
and assistance through Habitat for Humanity.
They contribute annually to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital and Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital Children’s Center and they loan wheel-
chairs, walkers and other medical assistance
equipment to members of the community.

Madam Speaker, | congratulate the South
River Ruritan Club on their wonderful record of
community service over the last 50 years, and
wish them enormous success as they continue
their commitment to improving the overall
quality of life of the residents of Anne Arundel
County and the State of Maryland.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE UNITED COMMU-
NITIES OF SAN ANTONIO, INC.’S
BROTHERHOOD/SISTERHOOD HU-
MANITARIAN AWARDS RECIPI-
ENTS

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 9, 2007

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the United Communities of San
Antonio, Inc., and the USCA Humanitarian
Awards and Lifetime Humanitarian Award re-
cipients, on the occasion of the celebration of
their 53rd Brotherhood/Sisterhood Awards Din-
ner on March 8, 2007.

The mission of the United Communities of
San Antonio, Inc. (USCA) is to create safe
and inclusive communities, particularly among
our young people, by promoting understanding
and respect among all races, religions and
cultures through dialogue, education and
awareness. This year's USCA Humanitarian
Award recipients and Lifetime Humanitarian
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Award recipient embody the goals of USCA
with their numerous civic and professional
contributions to the San Antonio community.
They are all well known and respected mem-
bers of their community known for their per-
sonal and professional integrity. They are
committed to such democratic values as
equality of opportunity, tolerance and human
rights, values which form the basis for any di-
verse community. It is for these achievements
that | rise today to honor these outstanding
members of the San Antonio community.

USCA Humanitarian Award recipient Charlie
Amato is the chairman and co-founder of
Southwest Business Corporation (SWBC), a
recognized leader in the financial services in-
dustry. Mr. Amato’s civic involvement recog-
nizes the importance of giving back to the
community where he has prospered, and he is
an active participant in various charities and
corporate leadership activities. His community
service achievements include serving as
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Christus Santa Rosa Health Care Corp.,
Board Member of the Greater San Antonio
Chamber of Commerce and Executive Com-
mittee Member of the United Way. Mr. Amato
has also been recognized by the Arthritis
Foundation as a “Humanitarian of the Year”
(2002) and the San Antonio Business Journal
as “One of the Most Influential San
Antonians” (2004). He has also been inducted
in the San Antonio Business Hall of Fame
(2005) and most recently the College of Busi-
ness Hall of Honor—Sam Houston State Uni-
versity (2006).

USCA Humanitarian Award recipient J. Rus-
sell Davis is a founding member and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Davis, Cedillo & Mendoza,
Inc., a law firm with a diversified practice. Mr.
Davis has distinguished himself through his
deep commitment and involvement in the San
Antonio community. He has served on the
board of directors of such organizations as the
Community Guidance Center, the Barshop
Jewish Community Center, the National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews, and the
Southwest Texas Public Broadcasting Cor-
poration. His unwavering dedication as a com-
munity leader is reflected in his work as the
first president of the campus of the San Anto-
nio Jewish Community and as director and
later chairman of the Holocaust Memorial of
San Antonio. Mr. Davis has also served as di-
rector and later president of the Jewish Fed-
eration of San Antonio.

USCA  Humanitarian Award recipient
Aaronetta Hamilton Pierce is president of Pre-
mier Artworks, Inc., a company which pro-
motes African-American artists throughout the
country in public exhibits, museums, corpora-
tions, government buildings, businesses and
homes. Mrs. Pierce has distinguished herself
through her extraordinary work as an advocate
for multi-cultural education and artistic devel-
opment. In 1985, she became the first African-
American woman appointed to the Texas
Commission on the Arts. She was also a
founding chair of the San Antonio Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Commission. Mrs. Pierce’s lead-
ership achievements include serving on the
Executive Committee and Board of Trustees
for United Way of San Antonio, the University
of Texas San Antonio—Development Board
and the Texas Cultural Trust Council. Mrs.
Pierce has also been inducted into the San
Antonio Women'’s Hall of Fame (1984) and the
Texas Women’s Hall of Fame (1993).
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USCA Lifetime Humanitarian Award recipi-
ent Jimmy Toubin is president of Toubin Insur-
ance Company, but his real work is as a dis-
tinguished civil leader and a passionate advo-
cate for San Antonio’s hungry. Mr. Toubin’s
notable civic involvement has earned him
much deserved recognition. He has been
named “Outstanding Young Man of the Year”
by EI Campo, TX Jaycees and was nominated
for the Governor's Award for outstanding
achievement in the volunteer community in
2001. His community service portfolio includes
serving on the board of trustees for Temple
Beth-El for 6 years, on the board of the Jew-
ish Federation for 8 years and currently as
Vice-President and membership Chairman of
Temple Chai Congregation. He also served for
10 years on the United Way of San Antonio
review and allocation panel. In recognition of
his past service as both a board member and
chairman for 2 years, the Board of the Alamo
Area Council of Governments Bexar County
Agency on Aging elected Mr. Toubin as Emer-
itus member of the board.

Mr. Toubin’s true achievement has been as
a tireless advocate against hunger. He is a
longtime member and past-president of the
San Antonio Food Bank’s board of directors.
In 2001, it was through his tenacious work to
rally Congress and the Department of Agri-
culture to make available peanut crops to
make peanut butter for nonprofit organizations
who work with low-income populations. Mr.
Toubin also worked as the chairman of the
fundraising committee for the San Antonio
Food Bank’s capital campaign which went on
to raise $8.5 million over the course of 2 years
for a new warehouse facility. His determination
to help the San Antonio Food Bank meet its
goals is evident in his work to identify mem-
bers of the community who could help aid in
this effort. Jimmy also helped organize the
San Antonio Food Bank's Second Serving
Program which makes use of excess prepared
foods from hotels, restaurants, and caterers
and directly delivers it to agencies that serve
hot meals. He has embraced his role of help-
ing San Antonio’s hungry so profoundly that
Jimmy, like other board members, would
sometimes take a hands-on role; he could be
found out on a truck with a driver or gleaning
in a south Texas field. Jimmy is a person who
believes in change and knows what it takes to
actually make those changes happen through
advocacy and legislative work, and the power
of long-term policy efforts.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the United Communities of
San Antonio, Inc., as it celebrates and honors
the outstanding contributions to the San Anto-
nio community of all of its 2007 Humanitarian
Award recipients. Their dedication to the com-
munity is remarkable and | wish them all con-
tinued success in all their future endeavors.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE SCI-
ENTIFIC COMMUNICATIONS ACT
OF 2007

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, March 9, 2007

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce legislation that will better prepare
our scientists to be professionally competitive
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and ensure that the American people benefit
more directly from the large annual investment
that we make in our research enterprise. | am
proud to introduce the Scientific Communica-
tions Act of 2007. This program will train
young scientists to more effectively commu-
nicate scientific and other technical topics to
policymakers. The improvement in commu-
nications skills will also enhance the inter-
action of the scientific community with busi-
ness leaders, the media, and the general pub-
lic. This initiative will foster greater cross-dis-
ciplinary education and improve public access
to scientific expertise.

Innovation and competitiveness are at the
forefront of public policy discussions. A key
element to ensuring continued American ex-
cellence in science and technology innovation
is providing our scientists with the skills nec-
essary to offer their valuable expertise and in-
sight to the public policy dialogue. By doing
so, we will accelerate the speed with which
the government, the media, and the general
public are able to access information on new
discoveries in science, technology, health and
medicine, and other technical topics. Better
access to expertise from our scientific commu-
nity will ensure that we, the policymakers, can
make the most informed and beneficial deci-
sions possible when shaping new policy direc-
tions for our country.

This legislation will provide resources to the
National Science Foundation to expand its
ability to offer communications training to sci-
entists. Some training programs funded by the
NSF and other agencies have already made
the commitment to implement such training.
For example, some awardees of NSF’s Inte-
grative Graduate Education and Research
Traineeship program provide communications
training for their students. | applaud the for-
ward thinking of those program administrators.
Unfortunately these are exceptions, whereas
training our scientists to be effective commu-
nicators should be a standard practice.

This legislation is designed to encourage
the integration of communications training into
more scientific programs. This type of training
will ensure that our scientists are better
equipped to incorporate their expertise into the
public dialogue on science and technology-re-
lated issues. Members of Congress should
take particular interest in this initiative, since
we regularly invite scientists to provide us with
first-hand knowledge on such topics as climate
change, nanotechnology, and new research
into health and disease. To ensure that those
important conversations continue to be fruitful,
curricula for the science communications pro-
gram proposed in this bill might include case
studies of actual Congressional testimony by
scientific experts to demonstrate the impor-
tance of clear and concise expertise in public
policy.

While the training provided within this legis-
lation focuses on the interaction between sci-
entists and the public policy community, the
benefits will spread more broadly. The ability
to clearly explain technical topics to nonsci-
entific audiences will translate to other indus-
tries, all of which will benefit the United States
research enterprise and, consequently, our
economy. Training our early-career scientists
to discuss technical topics with nonscientific
audiences will have the effect of augmenting
the engagement of the scientific community
with other professional fields. This might, for
example, lead to more frequent interaction
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with business leaders and venture capitalists
to inform the private sector and investors
about cutting-edge technologies and improve
the transfer of research discoveries to the
marketplace.

The Scientific Communications Act of 2007
will add an important new dimension to the
education of American scientists. The ability of
the United States to remain an economic lead-
er depends, in large part, on our continued
successes in science and technology research
and development. We must, therefore, ensure
that our scientists are equipped with the skills
to provide their expertise to policymakers,
business and community leaders, and the
general public. This initiative will enhance the
dialogue on science- and technology-related
topics and facilitate the development of fully
informed public policy. | ask the support of my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle in sup-
porting this legislation.

NATIONAL SPORTSMANSHIP DAY
HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 9, 2007

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate March 6, 2007, as the
17th annual National Sportsmanship Day.

National Sportsmanship Day serves as an
opportunity for athletes and sports fans of all
ages to recognize and discuss the need for
ethics, fair play and sportsmanship in athletics.
Parents, teachers, students, and school ad-
ministrators are encouraged to engage in
thoughtful and constructive dialogue to pro-
mote self-control, nonviolence, and honesty on
and off the field. With increased pressure to
succeed placed upon today’s athletes and stu-
dents, the importance of integrity and fair play
have never been more evident.

In today’s society, students face heightened
demand in all areas of life, including athletics.
As a result, the drive for success can foster
unhealthy competition. Sadly, the principles
and participation of sport are lost when stu-
dents are forced to adopt a “win at all costs”
mentality. National Sportsmanship Day strives
to promote sportsmanship through the defeat
of gamesmanship, the practice of ethically du-
bious methods to gain an objective. Through
activities and discussions, more than 13,500
schools throughout the United States and
around the world will participate in these
events to spread integrity in athletics.

Each year, National Sportsmanship Day rec-
ognizes a number of athletes who offer a trib-
ute to their respective sport and enhance their
skills with their desire to play fairly. This year,
the Institute for International Sport has se-
lected their Sports Ethics Fellows based on
recommendations from a number of players,
coaches, and school administrators at the high
school level. With their simultaneous pursuit of
both academic and athletic excellence, they
model and promote the virtues of the student-
athlete in the truest sense.

| hope that my colleagues can join with me
on this day in celebrating and promoting the
continued success of National Sportsmanship
Day. With their moral, ethical and fithess com-
ponents, today’s activiies can promote a
healthy and more active community amongst
our nation’s youth, and support a team-ori-
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ented future for our nation of sports enthu-
siasts.

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. EGBERT’S
CATHOLIC SCHOOL, MOREHEAD
CITY, NORTH CAROLINA

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 9, 2007

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in recognition of the 50th
anniversary school year of St. Egbert’s Catho-
lic School in Morehead City, North Carolina.

The school has designated the theme of this
important milestone: “Celebrating 50 Years of
Loving and Learning.”

St. Egbert’s started its first year of operation
in September 1956 with 46 children in grades
kindergarten through four, and was officially
dedicated in 1957.

As a mission of St. Egbert's Catholic
Church, the original teachers at St. Egbert’s
were a group of Spanish sisters known as the
Daughters of Jesus.

The original school, which was built for just
$55,000, consisted of three classrooms and
two other rooms that could be combined to
serve as an auditorium.

Since then, a second classroom wing has
been added, as well as a computer lab. The
school now serves grades kindergarten
through eight.

Many adults who once attended St. Egbert’s
have sent children to their alma mater, and
now serve as dedicated parent volunteers at
the school.

Lesley Ferguson has served as St. Egbert’s
principal for 30 years, and was the first Catho-
lic school principal in the Raleigh Diocese who
was not a Catholic nun.

Although St. Egbert's has grown and seen
numerous changes over the past five dec-
ades, the school’s philosophy and commitment
to providing a quality education in a safe
Christian environment remains unchanged.

| congratulate the entire community of St.
Egbert’'s Catholic School for reaching this tre-
mendous milestone, and | wish the school
many blessings and successes in the years
ahead.

———

COMMITTEE FUNDING
RESOLUTION

SPEECH OF

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 8, 2007

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, as ranking
Republican of the House Agriculture Com-
mittee, | want to commend the chairman of
our committee, COLLIN PETERSON, for the co-
operative path we have followed in developing
the funding method for our committee. We are
carrying on the bipartisan tradition of the Agri-
culture Committee in staffing and expendi-
tures.

Under normal circumstances, | would be
voting to support H. Res. 202 that supports
the operations of all the committees of the
House. Unfortunately, the Speaker has used
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