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war with no end in sight? Another question 
should be do we truly intend to spend billions 
of dollars on bricks and mortar for a new hos-
pital instead of on our soldiers and their facili-
ties? 

Walter Reed, like other military hospitals, 
will not be what it should be immediately. 
However, we can immediately demonstrate 
that Congress means business by moving to 
stabilize the Nation’s premier military medical 
hospital and then getting on with the rest of 
the job. 
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LETTER OF IDAHO GOVERNOR 
BUTCH OTTER REGARDING ‘‘THE 
EVOLVING WEST’’ 

HON. BILL SALI 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, Idaho Governor 
Butch Otter recently sent a letter to House 
Natural Resources Committee Chairman NICK 
RAHALL regarding a committee oversight hear-
ing on ‘‘The Evolving West.’’ 

In the eyes of many environmentalists, ‘‘the 
evolving West’’ means replacing good-paying 
jobs in forest products, mining, oil and gas 
and ranching with an economy based on 
ecotourism and bed and breakfasts. In Idaho, 
we call this theory part of the ‘‘War on the 
West.’’ Numerous reputable studies show that 
jobs created by natural-resource-based indus-
tries are several times higher than seasonal 
jobs based on tourism. Working families in 
Idaho cannot support themselves on seasonal 
tourism jobs. 

Governor Otter clearly and concisely de-
fends the economy, culture and livelihoods of 
Western when he states: 

The entrepreneurs, workers and families 
who devote their lives to agriculture, timber 
and mining have ‘‘evolved’’ with the land-
scape and the marketplace for generations. 
Such challenges as energy and transpor-
tation costs and reliability are changing 
their world at this moment. 

But those are market-driven changes— 
issues of supply, demand and geography. Our 
people, and our way of life, deserve better 
than have our government further ‘‘evolve’’ 
them out of business. 

Governor Otter further articulated the issue 
by stating ‘‘Most of the challenges facing such 
resource industries as agriculture, timber and 
mining in Idaho and throughout the West are 
the result of Federal Government policies that 
unreasonably restrict access, overregulate ac-
tivity and discourage sustainable growth.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I would like to insert Gov-
ernor Otter’s letter in the RECORD and encour-
age my colleagues to read it. 

BOISE, ID, 
February 28, 2007. 

Hon. NICK J. RAHALL II, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN RAHALL: On behalf of the 
State of Idaho, and the people who value our 
lifestyle and their traditional resource-based 
livelihoods, thank you for the opportunity to 
enter a statement into the record for this 
hearing on the ‘‘Evolving West.’’ 

It’s important to put ‘‘evolving’’ in con-
text. The usual connotation evokes gradual 
change resulting from natural influences of 
environment and circumstance. However, 

there is nothing gradual or natural about 
change in the West. 

Most of the challenges facing such resource 
industries as agriculture, timber and mining 
in Idaho and throughout the West are the re-
sult of federal government policies that un-
reasonably restrict access, over-regulate ac-
tivity and discourage sustainable growth. 

From neglectful absentee land manage-
ment that supplants local stewardship to on- 
the-ground environmental myopia, federal 
programs routinely provide disincentives to 
progressive collaboration. In a single genera-
tion they have changed much of the West 
from America’s gilded hope for independence 
and self-sufficiency to a gelded collection of 
servile sycophants hopeful only for another 
round of government largesse. 

Now some promote a ‘‘New West’’ that rel-
egates resource industries to the status of 
historical relics. It is a self-fulfilling proph-
ecy from those who urge even more federal 
control over our region’s resources in the 
name of environmental urgency or modern 
realities. They blithely, yet earnestly, dis-
regard the real people and real communities 
that were established and nurtured by pre-
vious pendulum swings in national priorities. 

Make no mistake: Tourism, technology 
and even service are important and growing 
segments of our economy. They are adding 
to the diversity and vitality of Idaho and the 
West. However, they are no panacea for a re-
gion inhabited by people who have a special 
connection with the land, who understand 
their responsibility to it, and who still value 
self-reliance and individualism. 

About 10 percept of Idaho’s 1.4 million resi-
dents work in the forests, fields and on the 
land. The combined industries generate near-
ly $10 billion a year in receipts. The residual 
impact generates thousands more jobs and 
additional billions of dollars. 

As a member of Congress representing Ida-
ho’s 1st District, and now as Idaho’s Gov-
ernor, I see, hear and experience the resil-
ience of people struggling to maintain their 
livelihood in resource-based industries every 
day. These citizens work through burden-
some policies and regulations to provide for 
their families, support their communities 
and provide valuable products for U.S. citi-
zens and the world. 

Eighty-eight percent of Idaho is rural. 
About 63 percent of our landmass is con-
trolled by the federal government. As a re-
sult, and to far too great a degree, we are not 
the architects of our own destiny. Yet the 
rugged geography and great size of Idaho— 
the ironically complementary qualities of re-
moteness and community—still draw people 
here. 

Those people have used their ingenuity and 
resourcefulness to supply timber, food and a 
host of value-added products to the world. 
And our potential is far greater. If given the 
opportunity by our federal landlords, the 
people of Idaho could contribute mightily to-
ward meeting America’s future energy needs 
with home-grown, clean-burning renewable 
fuels found here in the ‘‘Evolving West.’’ 

Natural resource industries still provide 
some of the highest-paying jobs in our state. 
Counties with healthy timber, mining and 
agriculture operations have the highest per- 
capita income. The people working in these 
industries are conscientious stewards of the 
resources—relying on sound science and 
state-of-the-art technology to protect and 
wisely manage the natural resources for all 
to enjoy. 

Viewing natural resource industries as 
‘‘extractive’’ or ‘‘consumptive’’ gives un-
justified short shrift to what made—and still 
makes—the West a dreamscape of oppor-
tunity and hope for people around the world. 

The entrepreneurs, workers and families 
who devote their lives to agriculture, timber 

and mining have ‘‘evolved’’ with the land-
scape and the marketplace for generations. 
Such challenges as energy and transpor-
tation costs and reliability are changing 
their world at this moment. 

But those are market-driven changes— 
issues of supply, demand and geography. Our 
people, and our way of life, deserve better 
than to have our government further 
‘‘evolve’’ them out of existence. 

Once again, thank you for this opportunity 
to address the topic of this hearing. Please 
accept my warmest personal regards and 
best wishes for a successful 110th Congress. 

As Always—Idaho, ‘‘Esto Perpetua’’ 
C.L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ OTTER, 

Governor of Idaho. 
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NATO FREEDOM CONSOLIDATION 
ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 6, 2007 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today In 
support of H.R. 987, the NATO Freedom Con-
solation Act. In particular, I want to applaud 
my friend Mr. TANNER, and the members of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee, for taking care 
to support Ukraine’s progress towards NATO 
membership and designating that country as 
eligible for assistance under the NATO Partici-
pation Act. 

Last week, I participated in a meeting be-
tween Members of the Congressional Ukrain-
ian Congress and Members of the Ukrainian 
Parliament. During that meeting, it was sug-
gested that policymakers here in Washington 
might be experiencing ‘‘Ukraine fatigue.’’ 

We are not Ukraine fatigued; we are 
Ukraine concerned. We have seen clearly, 
both during the Orange Revolution and in last 
year’s parliamentary elections, that democracy 
works in Ukraine, but we are concerned by 
what it has produced. 

President Yushchenko, and indeed many in 
Ukraine, have signaled a strong desire to join 
NATO. While there have been differences of 
late over the pace at which Ukraine should 
make progress towards that goal, this legisla-
tion takes exactly the right approach in rein-
forcing our commitment to help Ukraine 
achieve it. 

In particular, we can assist Ukraine in con-
tinuing a variety of reforms that not only move 
the country towards NATO eligibility, but also 
help the Ukrainian people build a properous 
and stable country more broadly. Further, it is 
critical that we help the Ukrainian people un-
derstand what NATO membership means, 
both its benefits and its responsibilities. 

Again Madam Speaker, I strongly support 
this legislation to facilitate further expansion of 
NATO, particularly with regard to assistance 
for Ukraine, and I urge its passage. 
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IN HONOR OF JUDGE BRUCE J. 
EINHORN IN RECOGNITION OF 
HIS EXEMPLARY SERVICE 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. BECERRA. Madam Speaker, it is my 
privilege to rise today and recognize Judge 
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Bruce J. Einhorn, a friend and champion who 
exemplifies the values of our great Nation. As 
a United States Immigration Judge in Los An-
geles for over 15 years, Judge Einhorn 
worked diligently to protect the rights of indi-
viduals who seek residency in our country, 
and to preserve the human rights of those 
around the world. On March 8, 2007, commu-
nity members and leaders throughout Los An-
geles are joining together to honor Judge 
Bruce J. Einhorn in recognition of his years of 
service. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., once said, ‘‘The 
hope of a secure and livable world lies with 
disciplined nonconformists who are dedicated 
to justice, peace and brotherhood.’’ Judge 
Einhorn’s jurisprudence, discipline, and refusal 
to simply conform to previous interpretations 
of the law when justice had not been served, 
makes him one of the most eminent and influ-
ential jurists of our time. Judge Einhorn was 
the first immigration judge to grant asylum to 
HIV-positive individuals and disabled children 
who faced socially-based persecution and the 
denial of medical treatment in their native 
countries. He has issued major decisions 
granting asylum to persecuted individuals: reli-
gious minorities, women facing ‘‘honor 
killings,’’ victims of female genital mutilation 
and of rape, racial and ethnic minorities, polit-
ical dissidents, and gays and lesbians from 
many countries. Judge Einhorn has dedicated 
his entire career to maintaining the integrity of 
federal law and giving voice to those who de-
serve justice. Appropriately, Judge Einhorn 
was honored with the Daniel Ginsberg Na-
tional Leadership Award in Civil Rights in 
1999, and the award was presented to him at 
a ceremony at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in 
Atlanta, Georgia—the home church of the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Before taking the bench as a judge, Bruce 
worked for the U.S. Justice Department’s Of-
fice of Special Investigations (OSI) from 1979 
to 1990. As a young lawyer he worked as the 
principal draftsperson of the Refugee Relief 
Act, which for the first time in our Nation’s his-
tory, gave noncitizens the right to apply for 
asylum in the United States. His early career 
work on immigration policy complemented his 
later practices as a United States Immigration 
Judge adjudicating claims under the very stat-
ute which he helped draft. Also while at OSI, 
Bruce worked to identify and prosecute Nazi 
war criminals who resided illegally in the 
United States. In this work he traveled to far 
corners of our world to conduct eyewitness 
depositions. Whether in the drafting of a law, 
or the prosecution of a war criminal—from the 
earliest stages of his career Bruce deter-
minedly sought justice. 

Even when away from the bench, Judge 
Einhorn never stops serving the public. Re-
cently, as a leader within the Anti-Defamation 
League, he helped draft the Declaration of Los 
Angeles, which calls for a carefully balanced 
national policy of protecting homeland security 
and immigrant rights, and which has been 
adopted by the Los Angeles City Council, 
among other civil rights groups. Judge Einhorn 
is also a founding member of the ADL Latino- 
Jewish Roundtable of Los Angeles, and as 
Chair of the ADL’s International Affairs Com-
mittee, he works with the Consuls General of 
Mexico, Germany, Canada, and Turkey on ini-
tiatives involving the international rights of 
women. 

In his quest not only to adjudicate, but also 
to impact and interpret humanitarian law for 

generations to come, Judge Einhorn has con-
ducted continuing legal education seminars for 
the American Immigration Law Association 
and the Los Angeles County Bar Association. 
He is known for his extensive lecturing on the 
separation of church and state, and has lec-
tured to federal district court judges on sen-
tencing guidelines for those convicted of feder-
ally defined hate crimes. He has also served 
as an Adjunct Professor of International 
Human Rights Law and War Crimes Studies 
at the Pepperdine School of Law since 1991. 
As a founding member of both the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC, 
and of the Museum of Tolerance in Los Ange-
les, Bruce has proven his commitment to fur-
thering the principles of justice and tolerance. 

It is no surprise that Judge Einhorn has al-
ready been recognized with numerous awards 
for his extraordinary commitment to protecting 
human rights. For his work at OSI, he re-
ceived three Justice Department Special 
Achievement Awards, the Attorney General’s 
Special Commendation Award, and the Distin-
guished Graduate Award of New York Univer-
sity School of Law. For his judicial work, 
Judge Einhorn received the Human Rights 
Award of the Bah’ai community in Southern 
California, a Certificate of Merit from the Arab- 
American and Iran-American Bar Associations 
of Southern California, and a Lifetime Profes-
sional Achievement Award from the State Bar 
of California. However, knowing Judge 
Einhorn is to know that these deserved and 
honored awards are not held as the greatest 
accomplishments of his career. His greatest 
achievements stem from the lives forever 
changed in his courtroom. 

Madam Speaker, I recognize the Honorable 
Bruce J. Einhorn today in the United States 
House of Representatives, for adjudicating the 
laws enacted by this body with the utmost in-
tegrity, the sharpest of intellect, and a com-
passionate heart. I ask that my colleagues join 
me in saluting this exceptional man who has 
made inspiring contributions in public service 
and the legal profession. On behalf of the 
countless individuals to whom Judge Einhorn 
has given a voice and the opportunity to exer-
cise their basic human rights and civil liberties, 
I say thank you and God’s speed in your fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, I re-
gret that I was unavoidably detained in my dis-
trict this week and missed rollcall vote No. 119 
through vote No. 126. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 119, 
120, 121 and 122. On Wednesday, March 7, 
I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 123 and 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcalls 124, 125 and 126. 

CHATTAHOOCHEE TRACE NA-
TIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR 
STUDY ACT 

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. EVERETT. Madam Speaker, I rise to in-
troduce legislation today, along with my col-
leagues MIKE ROGERS and JIM MARSHALL, call-
ing for a Federal study of the Chattahoochee 
Trace region of Alabama and Georgia to 
evaluate the feasibility of designating the cor-
ridor as a National Heritage Area. 

The Chattahoochee Trace corridor is an 18- 
county region covering southeast Alabama 
and southwest Georgia. This proposal would 
require the Secretary of the Interior to conduct 
a feasibility study of the Trace, to determine 
its suitability as a National Heritage Area. In 
Alabama, the study would specifically examine 
seven counties—Chambers, Lee, Russell, 
Barbour, Dale, Henry and Houston Counties. 

The designation of the Chattahoochee 
Trace as a National Heritage Area would be 
the final piece in the Historic Chattahoochee 
Commission’s corridor development plan wich 
will enable us to initiate new and innovative 
projects to help invigorate the economies of 
member counties. 

The 18 county bi-state Chattahoochee 
Trace region meets all criteria outlined by the 
National Park Service to qualify for National 
Heritage Area status. During 37 years of work, 
the Historic Chattahoochee Commission has 
clearly demonstrated that this area has a 
unique collection of natural, historic and cul-
tural resources that are distinctive aspects of 
American history worthy of recognition, con-
servation and interpretation. Furthermore, the 
Commission has demonstrated its capabilities 
to organize regional partnerships to help man-
age and promote the resources along the 
lower Chattahoochee River corridor. It is also 
a well-known fact that the Chattahoochee 
Trace region provides outstanding recreational 
and educational opportunities for area resi-
dents and visitors. Ongoing efforts to conserve 
natural, cultural, historic, and scenic assets in 
the region will only be eranced by National 
Heritage Area designation. 

National Heritage Areas are significant geo-
graphical, cultural and historical sites, a des-
ignated by Congress. In contrast to National 
Parks, National Heritage Areas are not feder-
ally owned or managed, but remain main-
tained and controlled by local entities. 

Communities designated as a National Her-
itage Areas are eligible for federal funding to 
be used for promoting tourism and conserva-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation. 

f 

HONORING THE BURKE CENTRE 
CONSERVANCY 2006 BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the outgoing 2006 
Board of Trustees of the Burke Centre Con-
servancy. 
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