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compassion with those who entered his court-
room. He was very active during cases, often 
exercising his right to question witnesses in 
the middle of cross-examinations. Many agree 
that he became more involved in a case than 
other judges, but still let a lawyer try his own 
case. One of his most memorable cases or-
dered the Gannett Co. to return The New 
Mexican, Santa Fe’s daily newspaper, to its 
former owner, Robert McKinney, due to a 
breach of contract. 

Naming the Federal courthouse after Judge 
Campos is all the more fitting because of his 
role in transforming the U.S. Courthouse into 
the beautiful active place it is today. Judge 
Campos had a grand vision for the Santa Fe 
courthouse that, through his hard work, was 
realized during his lifetime. He was remem-
bered for being very hands-on during the re-
modeling process, often seen climbing through 
the rubble of the construction area with a 
hammer in hand, questioning the contractor, 
and pitching in with the construction workers. 
As Judge Campos’ former secretary, Yolanda 
Salazar, put it, ‘‘He was the moving force in 
reviving the Federal courthouse in Santa Fe 
and restoring it as a hallmark of justice with 
the respect it merits.’’ 

There are many individuals throughout New 
Mexico who are eager to see this legislation 
passed and the courthouse named after Judge 
Campos. He was a mentor, a friend, and an 
inspiration to countless New Mexicans and his 
spirit lives on at the U.S. Courthouse in Santa 
Fe. To again quote Yolanda Salazar, she said, 
‘‘I will forever look upon this courthouse as ‘his 
courthouse.’ ’’ Passing this legislation will en-
sure that those who look upon the courthouse 
will remember it as Judge Campos’ court-
house as well. 
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM E. HUDSON 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a remarkable American, 
William E. Hudson, and congratulate him on 
his promotion to the rank of Brigadier General. 

During my time in Congress, I have come to 
greatly respect and admire Brig. Gen. Hud-
son’s profound patriotism and sense of duty to 
his country. Brig. Gen. Hudson is currently the 
Acting Chief of the Joint Staff of the Colorado 
National Guard and Commander of the Space 
Operations Group of the 140th Wing at Buck-
ley Air Force Base. In a matter of days Brig. 
Gen. Hudson will assume the role of Assistant 
Adjutant General for the Colorado Air National 
Guard. 

As the former commander of the 137th 
Space Warning Squadron at the Greeley Air 
National Guard Station, Brig. Gen. Hudson 
was responsible for ensuring the squadron 
performed its vital—and unique—mission of 
providing immediate, global missile warning 
and space launch detection in the event of an 
attack against our Nation. 

Brig. Gen. Hudson received his commission 
from the Reserve Officer Training Corps at 
New Mexico State University. Over the course 
of his illustrious career, he has served our Na-
tion in a variety of capacities. He was recently 
the Battle Watch Captain at European Com-

mand’s Joint Operations Center in Stuttgart, 
Germany. Additionally, Brig. Gen. Hudson has 
served as Weapons Controller, Chief of Train-
ing, Chief of Plans, Chief of Intelligence, Chief 
of Communications Operations, and Director 
of Operations for the 154th Air Control Group 
at Buckley Air National Guard Base. 

As an officer, husband, and father, Brig. 
Gen. Hudson is truly an extraordinary Amer-
ican. I am humbled by his patriotism and sin-
cerely grateful for his life of service to our Na-
tion. Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing and thanking Brigadier 
General William E. Hudson. 
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RECOGNIZING DIALOGUE ON DI-
VERSITY AND ITS 2007 PUBLIC 
POLICY FORUM 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Dialogue on Diversity on the oc-
casion of its 13th Annual Public Policy Forum 
and to thank them for their work toward the 
advancement of all people, in particular racial 
and ethnic minorities. I am proud to recognize 
the Dialogue’s efforts to inform the public and 
stimulate dialogue on issues such as immigra-
tion reform, education and health-care dispari-
ties. 

Dialogue on Diversity is a membership 
based organization of professional men and 
women from the Americas who work together 
to promote the intercultural exchange of ideas 
and work to foster constructive dialogue 
among diverse people. Founded in 1989, it is 
committed to improving the economic and so-
cial condition of women in the United States 
and around the world. 

I am pleased that Dialogue for Diversity has 
chosen to address our broken health care and 
immigration systems during its 13th Annual 
Public Policy Forum. Both of these issues are 
important challenges facing all walks of life in 
our nation and forums like the Dialogue on Di-
versity are needed to help to address these 
important issues. 

Again, I commend the Dialogue on Diversity 
on the occasion of its 13th Annual Public Pol-
icy Forum and wish them the best of luck in 
the future. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHESTER TOWNSHIP 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Chester Township Po-
lice Department in the Township of Chester, 
Morris County, New Jersey, a vibrant commu-
nity I am proud to represent! The good citi-
zens of Chester Township are celebrating their 
Police Department’s 50th Anniversary. 

The Chester Township Police Department 
was formally organized in 1957 with the hiring 
of Edward M. Strait. As the first full time police 
officer, he set out to organize a well-trained 
and regulated association of part time volun-

teer officers to assist him in his duties. Patrol-
man Strait was named the department’s first 
Chief of Police in early 1958 and was joined 
by additional full time officers in the mid 
1960s. 

Chief Strait and his department achieved 
public acclaim as being both efficient and pro-
gressive. Special and Reserve Officers served 
their community with countless hours of volun-
teer time, sharing the same risks facing the 
full time officers. One hundred and five officers 
served with the reserve as members of the 
Chester Police Association through 1984 when 
the association was disbanded. 

The Chester Township Police Department 
currently consists of 14 officers under the 
command of Chief Adam Schuler. The depart-
ment provides both patrol and emergency re-
sponse services. Education and training have 
always been and remain a hallmark of the 
Chester Township Police Department. Three 
officers have attended and graduated from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation National Acad-
emy in Quantico, Virginia. Three officers have 
completed the Northwestern University School 
of Police Staff and command and three are 
graduates of the West Point Command and 
Leadership Program. Four officers have been 
trained by Northwestern University in traffic 
accident reconstruction, four are certified 
D.A.R.E. instructors and other officers have 
been trained in important police procedures. 

In addition to routine responsibilities, the 
Chester Township Police Department offers 
special programs for Chester Township resi-
dents. These include: firearms safety training; 
personal photo identification cards for resi-
dents who require them; a program for the re-
covery of missing persons, particularly those 
with memory loss; a telephone call-in welfare 
check and a house check service for residents 
who are away on vacation. 

Madam Speaker, I urge you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the Police 
Department of the Township of Chester on the 
50th Anniversary of protecting one of New Jer-
sey’s finest municipalities! 
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HONORING LEWIS DEAN ‘‘L.D.’’ 
MINOR OF MINNEOLA 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to express my admiration for the life 
of Mr. Lewis Dean ‘‘L.D.’’ Minor of Minneola, 
Kansas, who passed away on Monday, Feb-
ruary 26, 2007. A member of this country’s 
‘‘Greatest Generation,’’ Mr. Minor was a man 
of integrity who lived his life in service to oth-
ers. He worked hard and loved God, his family 
and his country. 

Like so many young Americans of his gen-
eration, L.D. put country before self and joined 
the United States Navy in 1943. He proudly 
fought for freedom during World War II in the 
South Pacific. During his service he earned 
the American Campaign Medal, the Asiatic 
Pacific Campaign Medal and the World War II 
Victory Medal. 

When I entered Congress in 1997, L.D. was 
one of the first constituents to contact me re-
garding veterans’ issues. Throughout his life, 
L.D. displayed tireless dedication to improving 
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health care access for veterans, especially 
those living in southwest Kansas. He con-
stantly worked on opportunities to bring the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to the area for 
general health care while finding ways to 
transport veterans to a VA regional hospital for 
specialty care. L.D. was one of many veterans 
whose efforts were rewarded when a VA 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic was 
opened at Ft. Dodge, Kansas, in 1999. He 
provided me valuable counsel and never let 
me forget that our Nation’s veterans deserve 
the best health care possible. 

I signed a picture taken of myself and L.D. 
during one of his trips to Washington, DC to 
represent the Veterans of Foreign Wars. I was 
proud and humbled to know the picture was 
displayed during his funeral. On that picture, I 
wrote the following words. ‘‘I wish Congress 
would serve our veterans as well as you and 
all veterans have served our country.’’ Vet-
erans have brought honor to our country 
through their military service. It is only right 
that their government honor its commitment to 
them. 

In addition to his service to veterans, L.D. 
was devoted to his family. Over the course of 
their 63 year marriage, L.D. and his wife, Es-
ther, were committed parents and grand-
parents. They raised twelve children and en-
joyed 30 grandchildren. 

In the many important roles L.D. filled in his 
life, he served out of a sense of duty. He 
made his community better and his Nation 
safer. I join L.D.’s many friends and admirers 
in paying tribute to a great man. My thoughts 
and prayers go out to Esther and the Minor 
family during this time of loss. 
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IN MEMORY OF DALLAS SAMS 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and memory of Dallas Sams 
of Staples, Minnesota, former state senator, 
father and dedicated advocate for Minnesota’s 
environment. He passed away last Monday 
after a hard fight against cancer. 

During his sixteen years in the Minnesota 
State Senate, Dallas never forgot who he was 
or where he came from. A tireless advocate 
for rural Minnesota, he never passed up an 
opportunity to talk about the beauty of the 
lakes and fields that surrounded his home. In 
the last few years it was hard to have a dis-
cussion with him without discussing his most 
recent addition or renovation to his beloved 
cabin, his love for which was second only to 
his love for his children Seth, Stacia, Jordan, 
Mitchell and Michael, as well as his wife Mary 
Beth. 

Dallas nurtured his passion for the land and 
the environment throughout his life. As a dairy 
farmer and agriculture management teacher 
he developed a hands-on knowledge and ap-
preciation of our state’s natural environment. 
His understanding of the vital importance of a 
clean and healthy ecosystem was clear in his 
work at the state legislature. One of his great-
est accomplishments as the foremost advo-
cate for ethanol in the state was the passage 
of his legislation mandating the Nation’s high-
est ethanol and gasoline blend standard in 

2005. He supported efforts to involve more 
young people in family farms in order to guar-
antee the success of the next generation in 
farming as well as made sure that summer 
youth employment programs in Minneapolis 
got adequately funded. His most sought after 
goal and one which was sadly never accom-
plished during his lifetime was the successful 
passage of legislation dedicating a portion of 
Minnesota’s sales tax toward maintaining and 
protecting the environment that he loved so 
much. Perhaps this year will be the year his 
dream will finally be accomplished. 

While history will record his accomplish-
ments in terms of legislation passed and 
projects funded, those who knew him, whether 
for a lifetime or just for a few moments, will re-
member the passing of a man universally 
known for his humor, humility and honor. The 
true measure of our love and admiration for 
Dallas will not be found in the laws he passed 
but in the lives he touched through his good- 
humored nature, ready laugh and mischievous 
smile. 
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TO PRESERVE THE WALTER REED 
ARMY MEDICAL CENTER ACT OF 
2007 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, at the 
Committee on Oversight and Government Re-
form hearing on March 5, 2007 at Walter 
Reed Army Hospital, I asked the top brass 
who testified whether designating Walter Reed 
for closing in the midst of a war had contrib-
uted to any instability of personnel at the Wal-
ter Reed Hospital Garrison. Each of them re-
sponded unequivocally that the Base Realign-
ment and Closure (BRAC) closing for Walter 
Reed had had a destabilizing effect on the 
hospital. Army Vice Chief of Staff General 
Richard Cody testified, ‘‘You’re trying to get 
the best people to come here to work, and 
they know in three years that this place will 
close down and they’re not sure whether they 
will be afforded the opportunity to move to the 
new Walter Reed National Military Center . . . 
that causes some issues.’’ This and other tes-
timony, as well as recent Washington Post 
revelations, have contributed directly to my in-
troduction today of the ‘‘Preserve Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center Act of 2007.’’ Several 
senior leaders of the relevant committees 
have since agreed that Walter Reed should be 
taken off the BRAC list and should remain 
open. 

There have been no complaints about the 
hospital’s world-class treatment or the hospital 
itself, which was built only in 1977, but the 
hearing laid bare a broken military health care 
outpatient system and bureaucracy in need of 
both long term and short term remedies. The 
epicenter of this system is its ‘‘crown jewel,’’ 
Walter Reed Hospital, whose physical and ad-
ministrative outpatient care have rapidly be-
come a potent symbol of a national break-
down that will require systemic remedies for 
military and veteran hospitals across the coun-
try. However, because the problems are both 
deep and wide, we must find immediate solu-
tions at each facility while the military out-
patient systems are freed from knotted bu-
reaucratic tangles. 

A first step to take to stop the proverbial 
bleeding of staff and talent is to reverse the 
madness of closing the nation’s best and most 
vital military hospital in the middle of a shoot-
ing war and the war on terrorism. This bill to 
reverse the closing of the Walter Reed base 
will help stabilize personnel who, as the gen-
erals testified, scatter once they believe a 
base will close. At a time when Walter Reed 
is receiving large numbers of injured soldiers 
and a military surge may mean many more, 
closing the Nation’s premier military hospital 
should be unthinkable. 

Moreover, leaving Walter Reed on the 
BRAC list has become increasingly untenable 
because closing the hospital carries with it a 
promise and an intention to build a new hos-
pital by 2011. In the foreseeable future, no 
one expects the administration or Congress to 
come forward with the required $2 billion to 
construct the proposed new Walter Reed in 
Bethesda, Maryland, and much more for mov-
ing costs and new equipment, given a huge 
and mounting deficit, and certainly not in the 
middle of a war, when funds must be com-
mitted to soldiers, their families, veterans and 
the war itself. Nevertheless, a repeal bill is 
necessary because, if Walter Reed continues 
to be listed for closing, Congress will continue 
to send a signal to personnel to make their ca-
reer decisions accordingly. As is already oc-
curring, Walter Reed will find it increasingly 
difficult to retain and hire personnel, including 
vital civilian clinical and medical personnel, 
particularly the very best; who the Nation ex-
pects will work at Walter Reed to attend to the 
most seriously injured military men and 
women. 

Further, Walter Reed is an essential and in-
tegral component of the Emergency Prepared-
ness Plan for the Nation’s Capital. The hos-
pital is located just 51⁄2 miles from the White 
House, 61⁄2 miles from the Capitol and 6 miles 
from the Washington Convention Center. Its 
location in the city is strategically important. If 
moved to Bethesda, traffic and distance would 
place Walter Reed outside of the homeland 
security system here that has been developed 
specifically to take account of the location of 
the top-tier Federal presence, officials and em-
ployees. Because of the location here Walter 
Reed is essential to treat mass casualties in 
the case of a terrorist attack. The hospital is 
part of the Emergency Preparedness Plan for 
the District, a system for treatment of acute ill-
ness or trauma of people requiring hospitaliza-
tion from a chemical, biological, radiological, 
nuclear or explosive incident. The specialized 
needs are above the District’s hospital capac-
ity. Thus, the District needs Walter Reed’s 
available resources in order to comply with 
this Department of Homeland Security man-
date. 

I fully recognize that reversing a BRAC deci-
sion is and should be rare. However, particu-
larly after what we have learned about unmet 
needs for injured members of the military re-
turning home from Iraq and Afghanistan, this 
step is minimally necessary to stabilize oper-
ations at the Nation’s most important hospital 
base for caring for our most seriously injured 
members of the military. Far from establishing 
a precedent, no other military facility stands on 
the same footing or has so central a mission. 
The question should not be can we take Wal-
ter Reed off the closing list but, why was this 
hospital scheduled to close in the first place, 
as our soldiers were engaged in a shooting 
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