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racism curriculum which deals with violence
against the lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender
community, and a unique men’s program fea-
turing men educating men. All services are of-
fered at no cost.

UASA also plays a key role in the county’s
pioneering SART—sexual assault response
team—uwhich unites law enforcement, mental
health, legal, and advocacy programs to sup-
port victims and families. This collaborative
project makes services easily accessible and
minimizes the stress felt by victims. The agen-
cy is also working with the District Attorney’s
office to establish a county-wide Family Jus-
tice Center.

Executive Director Gloria Young has pro-
vided visionary leadership in shepherding the
agency through many of these transitions. In
2004, Gloria received the Outstanding Execu-
tive Director Award from the California Coali-
tion Against Sexual Assault. She has post
poned her scheduled retirement this year in
order to remain at the helm during a time
when some services are threatened by the
closing of a major hospital.

Madam Speaker, UASA’s long-term mission
is to eliminate all forms of sexual assault. |
know that with its inspired leadership, dedi-
cated staff, and committed volunteers United
Against Sexual Assault of Sonoma County has
brought our community a long way towards
achieving this goal and will not be satisfied
until they have reached it. | salute UASA on
their anniversary and look forward to the day
when their services are no longer needed.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHN JAMES

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor my friend John James, a former Ne-
vada State Climatologist who passed away on
Monday, January 15, 2007.

John moved to Nevada in 1969 to help
found the Sierra Nevada College at Incline Vil-
lage. Soon thereafter, in 1971, John began
work as a research associate for the Forest
Institute for Ocean and Mountain Studies in
Carson City. Following his work as a research
associate, John taught at the University of Ne-
vada, Reno where he was an associate pro-
fessor of geography and served as chair of
the University’s Institutional Athletic Board.

John, whose interest in weather and climate
patterns was sparked while serving as a mili-
tary cartographer in Korea during the Korean
war, was the State’s climatologist for 23 years.
In this capacity, John was able to study, main-
tain, and document the State’s weather
records through a network of volunteers.
Under Governor Richard Bryan, John was ap-
pointed chairman of the Governor's Drought
Committee when Nevada suffered during an
extended drought period.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
life and legacy of my good friend John James.
His record of dedicated service to the State of
Nevada is admirable. He will be profoundly
missed.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE STUDENT
PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2007

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to announce the introduction of my bill, the
Student Privacy Protection Act.

The Student Privacy Protection Act is legis-
lation that will restore the privacy rights of chil-
dren and families that were taken away by a
little-known provision of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act, the so-called No
Child Left Behind Act.

Under No Child Left Behind, high schools
are required to turn over lists of student con-
tact information to the Department of Defense,
which adds this information to an extensive
database of children. The Department of De-
fense claims to need the names, addresses,
and phone numbers of high school students
for recruiting purposes, because it enables re-
cruiters to contact children directly in their
homes and at school, which is often done
without the knowledge or consent of their par-
ents.

As a former high school teacher and prin-
cipal, | am concerned that the fundamental
right of privacy has been taken away from
both parents and children. U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Louis Brandeis defined privacy
as “the right to be left alone.” Families are not
being left alone, and their personal, private in-
formation is being divulged without their
knowledge. Any database of personal informa-
tion is subject to abuse. A government that
was established for the pursuit of life, liberty,
and happiness has no business collecting ex-
tensive personal data about Americans.

| have the greatest respect for Americans
who choose to enter the military, as well as for
those in the Armed Forces who engage in the
recruiting process. Those efforts, however,
should respect the privacy rights of children
and their families.

No Child Left Behind requires schools to
give military recruiters the names, addresses,
and telephone numbers of students, unless
their parents “opt-out” of the list. Schools are
only required to provide one notice of the mili-
tary recruiting list, so it can be easily over-
looked by parents, or perhaps never received.
Moreover, language and cultural barriers can
prevent understanding of the opt-out process,
especially in immigrant communities that are
subject to aggressive military recruiting. If par-
ents do not respond, and do not explicitly ob-
ject to having their child’s personal information
released to recruiters, it is assumed that they
have no objections. Under current law, they
must “opt-out” in order to protect their rights.

The privacy rights of all Americans should
be respected. One should not have to ask for
these rights.

Today, | am reintroducing the Student Pri-
vacy Protection Act, which | introduced in the
109th Congress. This legislation will restore
the privacy rights of parents and children. The
Student Privacy Protection Act will change the
military recruitment provision of No Child Left
Behind from an “opt-out” system to “opt-in.”
Under my bill, families may still choose to
“opt-in” to the recruiting database, but privacy
will be respected by default.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the rights of students and the rights of
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families, by supporting the Student Privacy
Protection Act.

———

RECOGNIZING ANN RICHARDS’ EX-
TRAORDINARY CONTRIBUTIONS
TO TEXAS AND AMERICAN PUB-
LIC LIFE

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the life of Dorothy Ann Willis
Richards, and in full support of H.R. 42—legis-
lation recognizing the extraordinary contribu-
tions Ann Richards made to the great state of
Texas and American public life.

Ann Richards had a zest for life that was
evident and infectious. She was a wonderful
public speaker and found ways to intimately
connect with real people by tackling difficult
issues that affected their everyday lives. Ann
was tremendously tenacious but possessed a
quick wit. She was well known for her zingy-
one-liners and warm sense of humor.

Committed to issues of equity and inclusion,
Ann spent much of her life championing
causes related to the marginalization of
women and minorities in particular. She dedi-
cated herself to increasing the role of women
in politics. Ann organized training sessions
throughout Texas designed to empower
women in politics and succeeded in improving
the visibility of women in the National Demo-
cratic Party. Aim became the Governor of
Texas in 1991 and continued to champion the
inclusion of all people in the political process.

While in office, Ann oversaw a program of
economic revitalization that grew the state’s
economy. As governor, Ann appointed Zan W.
Holmes Jr., the first African-American ap-
pointed to the University of Texas Board of
Regents; she redirected revenue from the
state lottery to a school fund to support public
education; and launched the Robin Hood plan,
an attempt to equalize funding across school
districts. Through these measures, Ann was
successful in changing the ways that both
Texas and our country thought about and
treated women, ethnic minorities, people with
disabilities, and members of the Gay, Lesbian,
Transgender, and Bisexual communities. Ann
once remarked that she entered politics to
help those who were often ignored by the
Texas’ male dominated establishment.

It is with great pride that | rise in support of
H.R. 42 and recognize, before all, the con-
tributions of a wonderful woman, committed
leader and champion for all.

NATIONAL PEACE CORPS WEEK

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today, during National Peace Corps week, to
commemorate the service of the current 7,749
Peace Corp volunteers making long-lasting
contributions to communities in 73 countries
around the world.
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Forty-six years ago, President John F. Ken-
nedy created the Peace Corps with the aim of
enabling ordinary men and women to combat
the debilitating effects of poverty, disease, and
war in developing countries. More than
187,000 volunteers have served in 139 coun-
tries, and it is clear that the Peace Corps’ im-
pact has been truly extraordinary.

The leadership embodied in the Peace
Corps Volunteers have helped farmers find
new efficient methods for crop production, de-
veloped new business plans for economically
depressed communities, and inspired count-
less children by acting as mentors and teach-
ers. Their compassion and commitment to
service have led to significant achievements in
fostering  improved  understanding and
strengthening the bonds of friendship.

Peace Corps Volunteers remain committed
to addressing some of the world’s most press-
ing problems today. These men and women
have offered crucial assistance to communities
struggling to halt the spread of HIV/AIDS, to
regions devastated by Hurricane Katrina, and
to countries rebuilding after deadly tsunamis.
For their brave service and dedication, these
Volunteers deserve to be commended.

To date, the 6th District of California has
produced almost 400 Peace Corps Volunteers,
including the following 28 current volunteers:
Troy A. Agron, who is working in Azerbaijan;
Caron L. Alarab, Guinea; Carol A. Batz,
Tonga; Libby A. Bersot, Botswana; Jennifer M.
Busick, Bolivia; Eldon L. Christenson, Guinea;
Rustin P. Crandall, Guyana; Joseph P.
Deschenes, Albania; Tameron A. Eaton, East-
ern Caribbean; Amil A. Gehrke, Georgia;
Robyn M. Grahn, Honduras; Donald F. Hesse,
Jordan; Jessica D. Holloway, Armenia; Connor
J. Kamada, Senegal; Anna F. Kuhn, Tanzania;
Abigail M. Lafrenz, Bulgaria; Bridget M. Leddy,
Kyrgyzstan; Ana Alecia Lyman, Mozambique;
Sydney F. MccCall, Bolivia; Morgan C. Mont-
gomery, Honduras; Laura M. Norton, Mada-
gascar; Jordan M. Reeves, Panama; Uriah S.
Reisman, Panama; Jacob E. Rich, Peru; Emily
C. Ryan, China; Elicia F. Smith, Kenya; Kath-
erine L. Theiss-Nyland, Malawi; Kyla H. Wall-
Polin, Bulgaria.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me today to honor the 46th anniversary of the
establishment of the Peace Corps and to cele-
brate the achievements of these passionate
men and women who have succeeded in mak-
ing our world more peaceful.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CHRIS
MEYER

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Chris Meyer, the Vice President of
Convention Center Sales for the Las Vegas
Convention & Visitors Authority.

In his role with the Las Vegas Convention &
Visitors Authority, Chris has effectively pro-
moted and implemented important programs
which have marketed Las Vegas as a trade
show destination. As a result of his efforts
through Trade Show Trade Mission, the Las
Vegas Convention & Visitors Authority has
marketed Las Vegas as a destination for trade
shows for organizations such as the Con-
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sumer Electronics Show, the National Associa-
tion of Broadcasters, Magic, and ConAg/
ConExpo.

By helping to redefine Las Vegas as a trade
show destination, Chris and the Las Vegas
Convention & Visitors Authority have in-
creased Las Vegas tourism and revenue. As a
result of Chris’s Trade Mission, international
tourism has increased as well. According to
estimations, as a result of the Trade Missions
to Brazil and China, an additional 3,000 Bra-
zilian and Chinese tourists have visited the
Las Vegas area. This alone has led to ap-
proximately $4,515,000 of revenue for the Las
Vegas area.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor Chris
Meyer and his many achievements. His dedi-
cation to the Las Vegas community is com-
mendable and | wish him continued success in
his future endeavors.

NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2007

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, the promise of America means dif-
ferent things to different people. To some, it
may represent better economic opportunities.
To others, it is having access to a better edu-
cation, better healthcare, or a better job. To
still others, it is simply the chance for a better
life.

But regardless of how we define the “prom-
ise of America,” there is little doubt that
Neighborhood Centers Inc.—Houston’s largest
and fastest-growing human services agency—
is making that promise a reality for thousands
of people in Southeast Texas. And the scope
of that accomplishment is being underscored
this month, as Neighborhood Centers cele-
brates its 100th anniversary of providing edu-
cation, resources, and connections to the
area’s most vulnerable communities. Our Con-
gressional District is served very well by
Neighborhood Centers Inc.’s facilities and pro-
grams.

Founded in 1907 by Alice Graham Baker—
the grandmother of former Secretary of State
James Baker lll—Neighborhood Centers Inc.
stands as a shining example of how innovative
strategies and consistency of purpose, ani-
mated by a heart as big as Texas, can
produce truly transformational change.

From its inception, Neighborhood Centers
has focused on helping underserved commu-
nities to achieve their full potential. The orga-
nization pursues this mission not by concen-
trating on the weaknesses of a neighborhood
and its residents, but by building on the
unique skills, strengths, resources, and capa-
bilities that already exist. It then works to nur-
ture these assets in order to create self-suffi-
ciency, individual empowerment, and long-
term economic and social development.

The result is a unique approach for con-
necting people with what they need to fully re-
alize the promise of America: child and family
care, education, job skills, entrepreneurial in-
cubators, leadership development, legal as-
sistance, after-school programs, citizenship
services, teacher training, and activities for
seniors that encourage aging in place.

The ability and willingness to provide these
services have brought Neighborhood Centers
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face to face with numerous challenges over
the years. But challenges are not uncommon
to the agency. It has traditionally been Hous-
ton’s go-to organization when it comes to
dealing with the region’s most complex issues.
As Angela Blanchard, president and CEO,
once said: “The harder it is, the better we like
it.”

Neighborhood Centers’ response to Hurri-
cane Katrina demonstrates clearly that those
are not mere words.

When the storm forced hundreds of thou-
sands of New Orleans residents to flee to
Houston, Neighborhood Centers created a
special program called Stay Connected. It pro-
vided evacuees assistance in finding jobs,
healthcare, homes, and other essential human
needs. It worked to restore a sense of com-
munity for those who decided to make Hous-
ton their home. It helped rebuild lives, renew
hope, and revitalize opportunity. To date, Stay
Connected—which is largely staffed by Katrina
victims—has served more than 4,000 families.

That brings me to my final point about
Neighborhood Centers: This is an organization
defined by compassion, concern, and commit-
ment.

The agency and everyone involved with its
mission—including corporate partners such as

JPMorganChase,  Shell, Chevron, and
Aramark—share an unbounded faith in human
potential.

They truly believe that people, when treated
with respect and dignity and given a chance to
grow and to build self-esteem, can have a pro-
foundly positive impact on families, commu-
nities, and the entire social and economic fab-
ric not only of Houston but of America as well.
Potential is not just an abstract concept to
Neighborhood Centers. It is a concrete foun-
dation for touching lives, lifting hearts, and ful-
filling promise.

Over the past 100 years, Neighborhood
Centers has never sidestepped an oppor-
tunity—or avoided an obligation—to keep that
potential alive. In doing so, it has not simply
made the American Dream a reality. It has
kept the Human Dream alive. | cannot think of
a more significant contribution to this country
to those who make it great.

————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
ESTHER RENTERIA

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2007

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor my good friend and fellow Californian,
Esther Renteria, who passed away January 8,
2007, at her Montebello, California home at
the age of 67. Esther was a skilled journalist
who was committed to increasing the pres-
ence of Latinos in broadcast media.

For decades, Esther advocated to increase
the numbers of Latinos in the news and other
television programs. She understood the im-
portance of Latino children watching people on
television who looked like them and could re-
late to them. Esther’'s endless advocacy and
enthusiasm helped increase and positively
modify the presence of Latinos in the media.

In 1969, Esther was the first Latina to ap-
pear in a nightly newscast with the premiere of
“Ahora!” on KCET-TV, and in 1970 she
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