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the anger, revulsion and frustration felt by
the Sikhs in this unwelcome embrace of Hin-
duism (which is neither a religion nor a cul-
ture according to the verdict of Punjab and
Haryana High Court, 1984). Brahmin rule in
post-16th August, 1947, India has interest
only in maintaining the apartheid system;
its objective is the prosperity of urban dwell-
ing upper castes—the so called 200 million
middle class.

Suave Indian diplomats routinely under-
lines that the USA and India are natural al-
lies. Even American politicians and dip-
lomats have started to harp on the same
theme. It is time, this was questioned. What
makes them natural allies? During the years
of the Cold War, India was the friend of The
Soviet Union, not of America. Why? It is be-
cause both were internally and
internationlly imperialist. Now, India needs
an imperial patron to underpin its own impe-
rious. It needs the U.S. Is that the role the
USA sees for itself in the world? As sup-
porter of local imperialists? Surely the
power and prestige of the USA is such that it
must aim higher: obtain lasting universal
peace and harmony; amity between faiths;
unfettered democracy; free trade. Tied to
apron strings of India, the USA is bound to
drift into petty machinations to deny free-
dom to some and equality to all. India’s im-
perialism is founded on delaying tactics and
betrayal. All the problems in the South
Asian region are product of Brahmin spin or
stratagem. The media makes wild forecasts
of India of the future. It is supposed to be a
huge market for consumer goods. Whose?
Peoples’ Republic of China?

Some people have become very rich in
India. Diaspora Indians are clever and are
also becoming rich. But for the majority,
India is a hellhole and will always remain so.
Caste based India has structural,
infrastructual and social problems that it
cannot overcome until it abandons its ‘‘pov-
erty imperialism”. However, India is country
of 1.1 billion people who deserve better. If
India allowed the right of self-determination
to the Sikhs, to the peoples of Jammu and
Kashmir and Assam, it would still be the sec-
ond largest country with population more
than all of Europe. However, it would no
longer need to maintain hostility with
neighbouring states and would be in a posi-
tion to remove strife, tension and hate from
its social scene. India must give the native
peoples their national rights and create au-
tonomous states of India that would facili-
tate a compact of states within each the
interplay of diverse ethnic and caste inter-
ests would create grass root harmony.

For the United States to articulate its in-
terests in far off lands and develop mecha-
nisms to secure those interests, its dip-
lomats and politicians have to be conversant
with the history and customs of those lands.
Historically, the Sikhs of Punjab and the
people of Afghanistan have never been ‘‘sub-
servient” to any foreign ruler. That was true
in the 19th Century as it is today. There are
nearly 20 nations within the ‘‘Indian union”’,
which are struggling to regain their lost sov-
ereignty and independence ever since the
British Indian Empire was hurriedly parti-
tioned in 1947. The end of the British Empire
marked the end of the imperial era in the
whole world. India’s efforts to build and ex-
pand its empire are the biggest threat to
peace and stability of Asia. Consider Mr.
President, if 20 or so nations, including the
Sikhs of Punjab, Christians of Nagaland, the
tribal people of Assam and Manipur, the
south Indian states most notably Tamil
Nadu, were to become ‘‘sovereign’’ states,
what a huge change for the better it would
be for the region and the world. That is the
only way to replace the polity of hate and
oppression with polities of peace and har-
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mony underpinned by secure undefended bor-
ders. Large is not fashionable; not just for
women.

I hope I have given some points to ponder.
The USA can lead the world with a global vi-
sion. There are not many regions where so
much is old and archaic ready to crumble
and hit dust. Many Americans are fond of
India but they do not know why? The present
rulers of India would like your help in build-
ing their empire. But that is not the best in-
terest of the people of India. India is one
country that needs benign intervention to
dismantle the social and political structures
to be replaced by structures founded on na-
tional self-determination. That would be
good for business; that would be good for
world peace; that is the calling of greatness.

Best wishes and warmest regards.

Sincerely,
AWATAR SINGH SEKHON,

Ph.D, FIBA, RM (CCM), Associate Professor
(Retired), Medical Microbiology and
Immunology; Director (Former), National
Centre for Human Mycotic Diseases Canada;

Managing Editor and Acting Editor in Chief.

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT L. PITTS
HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. DOYLE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Robert L. Pitts, a champion of
civil rights, integration, respectful dialogue,
and nonviolence in southwestern Pennsyl-
vania, Tomorrow night, the Allegheny County/
City of Pittsburgh League of Minority Voters
will honor Mr. Pitts for his many contributions
to our community.

Like the rest of our country, Pittsburgh and
southwestern Pennsylvania have struggled
long and hard with what has been aptly de-
scribed as our country’s original sin—slavery,
and all of the racism, disclimination, segrega-
tion, and violence that have stemmed from it.

I'm pleased to say that a great deal of
much-needed progress has been made in the
last 50 years—and much of the credit for that
progress belongs to civil rights leaders like
Robert Pitts. Our region is truly fortunate that
this great civic leader has chosen to make
Pittsburgh his home for the last 30—odd years.

Despite family misfortune and a difficult
childhood, Mr. Pitts has made many contribu-
tions to southwestern Pennsylvania, and our
Nation, in his many different occupations and
activities over the last 60 years. He served his
Nation in the Air Force and its predecessor,
the Army Air Corps, for 20 years. He worked
to end racism in the Catholic Church for the
Diocese of Pittsburgh for nearly 10 years. He
worked to promote equal employment opportu-
nities in Pittsburgh as Administrator of the
Agency of Western Pennsylvania and as Chair
of the Pittsburgh NAACP’s Labor and Industry
Committee. He served as an elected public of-
ficial—and notably as the first African-Amer-
ican mayor in western Pennsylvania. He ran
his own business and worked as a private
sector consultant for a number of years. He
has given generously of his time as a volun-
teer on a number of local boards and organi-
zations. And, finally, he has been a friend,
mentor, and advisor to countless men,
women, and children throughout his life. In
short, he’s been a dynamic force for good and
an influential community leader for his entire,
blessedly long and productive life.
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On behalf of the people of Pennsylvania’s
14th Congressional District, | want to com-
mend Mr. Pitts and thank his family for sharing
him with us.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA DISTRICT ATTOR-
NEY ESTABLISHMENT ACT OF
2007

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today | in-
troduce the District of Columbia District Attor-
ney Establishment Act of 2007, continuing a
series of bills that | will introduce this session
to ensure a continuation of the process of
transition to full democracy and self-govern-
ment for the residents of the District of Colum-
bia. This bill is the ninth in our “Free and
Equal DC” series of bills to eliminate anti-
Home Rule legislation and to remedy obsolete
or inappropriate congressional intervention into
the local affairs of the District of Columbia or
denials of federal benefits or recognition rou-
tinely granted to other jurisdictions.

This bill will establish an Office of District At-
torney for the District of Columbia, to be head-
ed by a District Attorney elected by DC resi-
dents. This bill effectuates a November 2002
referendum where DC voters overwhelmingly
(82 percent) approved a locally elected D.A.

This important legislation is designed to put
the District of Columbia on par with every
other local jurisdiction in the country by allow-
ing DC residents to elect an independent Dis-
trict Attorney to prosecute local criminal and
civil matters now handled by the U.S. Attor-
ney, a federal official. Instead the new District
Attorney would become the city’s chief legal
officer. As presently constituted, the U.S. At-
torney’s office in the District is the largest in
the country only because it serves mainly as
the local city prosecutor. That office needs to
be freed up to do security and other federal
work particularly in the post 9-11 Nation’s
capital.

There is no issue of greater importance to
our citizens and no issue on which residents
have less say here than the prosecution of
local crimes. A U.S. Attorney has no business
in the local criminal affairs of local jurisdic-
tions. No other citizens in the United States
are treated so unfairly on an issue of such
major importance. This bill would simply make
the D.A. accountable to the people who elect
him or her as elsewhere in the country.

In addition to issues of democracy and self
government, such as congressional voting
rights and legislative and budget autonomy
that District residents are entitled to as Amer-
ican citizens, residents are determined to
achieve each and every other element of
home rule. Amending the Home Rule Act with
a local D.A. provision would be an important
development toward our goal of achieving true
self-government. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important measure.
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COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION
REFORM
HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to express a measured degree of opti-
mism that Congress will pass a comprehen-
sive immigration reform package this year.

A Senate bill is likely to be unveiled as early
as next week, and | would hope that the
House will follow soon after with our version.

To be effective, this legislation must include
provisions for increased border security, more
support for border patrol agents, sanctions for
employers that knowingly hire illegal immi-
grants, compensation for border communities,
and a guest worker program.

In my district in Southern Arizona, the need
for reform is critical. In 2006, 4,000 illegal im-
migrants a day crossed the border into Ari-
zona. Our schools, hospitals, and law enforce-
ment agencies are overwhelmed. Our environ-
ment and homeland security are threatened.

We must work across party lines to pass
comprehensive immigration reform so we can
focus our attention on those crossing the bor-
der who wish to do America harm: drug smug-
glers, human smugglers, and terrorists.

| also want to thank the outgoing chief of
the Tucson sector border patrol, Michael
Nicley, for his service and hard work. All of us
in Southern Arizona appreciate his dedication.
| welcome Robert Gilbert as the new chief,
and | look forward to working closely with him
on this important issue.

TRIBUTE TO DALETTA ANDREAS
HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Daletta Andreas, executive di-
rector of the Hill Country Chapter in Kerrville,
TX, who passed away the weekend of Feb-
ruary 24 following a brief illness.

Ms. Andreas started working for the Hill
Country Chapter in 1989 when the chapter
was located in an old two-story house owned
by the H.E.B. Foundation and leased for $1 a
year. At the time she was the only chapter
employee.

Under her guidance and efforts, the chapter
became more active in the community and
surrounding areas. Today, it serves seven
counties and has three full-time staff mem-
bers.

Ms. Andreas recruited a large and sup-
portive group of volunteers from Kerrville and
surrounding counties. She established a very
good rapport with many organizations, such as
fire and police departments and the sheriff of-
fices.

Through her fundraising efforts the Hill
Country Chapter was able to obtain and pur-
chase its own building. In 2001, Hill Country
Chapter also was able to purchase its own
mobile feeding unit or ERV, which can provide
meals to disaster affected residents. During
the aftermath of Rita and Katrina, the chapter
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fed many refugees from Louisiana and south
Texas.

Ms. Andreas worked hard for the job she
truly loved, that of advancing the Red Cross
mission. | want to recognize and honor her for
the work she did that will continue to benefit
the community and its citizens for years to
come.

———

RECOGNIZING EVANSVILLE MATER
DEI WRESTLING TEAM

HON. BRAD ELLSWORTH

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Coach Mike Goebel and
the Evansville Mater Dei wrestling team for
winning their second consecutive Indiana high
school State championship. This is the twelfth
title for Goebel as head coach of Mater Dei,
an Indiana record. The Wildcats completed
their undefeated season on February 24 by
mauling the second-ranked Mishawaka Cave-
men, 31-18.

Mater Dei took an early lead when junior
Stephen Lovelace recorded a pin in the 160-
pound class. After Mishawaka cut the Wildcat
lead to 15-12, 125-pound sophomore Zeke
Zenthoefer responded by pinning his opponent
to open a 25-12 advantage. Senior Nick
DeWig, the individual State runner-up in the
145-pound class, insured Mater Dei’s victory
with a 13-5 decision that pushed the lead to
an insurmountable 10 points. Wildcat senior
Chris DeWitt sealed the win with a 9-5 deci-
sion in the final match. Other winners for the
Wildcats were Ben Fleming, Zach Goebel,
Cody Moll, and Jerry Parkinson.

This championship is the culmination of
years of hard work by these young men under
the leadership of Coach Goebel. | commend
the Evansville Mater Dei wrestling team for all
of their success.

Go Wildcats.

RECOGNIZING SPC. RYAN C.
GARBS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life of Army Specialist Ryan
C. Garbs who was recently killed in action in
Afghanistan while conducting operations in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Spc. Garbs was a 20-year-old native of
Edwardsville, lllinois who was assigned to B
Company, 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regi-
ment out of Fort Benning, Gerogia. He was a
2005 graduate from Edwardsville High School,
Edwardsville, lllinois. Around his sophomore
year, Garbs knew he wanted to be an Army
Ranger and he spent the last 2 years at
Edwardsville High School rigorously training to
meet the requirements of becoming a Ranger.

Garbs is survived by his parents, Doug and
Jill Garbs of Edwardsville, lllinois and his sis-
ter; Melanie Neely of Fairfield, California. | am
proud of the service this young man gave to
our country and the service his fellow troops
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perform every day. Not enough can be said
about Spc. Garbs. His awards and decorations
speak to what a great soldier and man he
was; the Army Service Ribbon, Combat Infan-
try Badge, Parachutist Badge and Good Con-
duct Badge, just to name a few. Like all Rang-
ers, Garbs lived by the Ranger Creed. As the
Creed states: “Never shall | fail my comrades,
| will always keep myself mentally alert, phys-
ically strong, and morally straight and | will
shoulder more than my share of the task,
whatever it may be, one hundred percent and
then some.” It is troops like Garbs that are
risking their lives day in and day out to ensure
our freedom here at home and to others
throughout the rest of the world. He shoul-
dered as much as anyone could, and | salute
him. My best wishes go out to his family and
all the troops fighting to ensure freedom and
democracy. May God bless him and may God
continue to bless America.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF THE PUSH
POLL DISCLOSURE ACT OF 2007

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, today, along
with six of my colleagues, | am introducing
legislation to increase the disclosure require-
ments for telephone “push polls.” As many
candidates for Federal office have learned
through personal experience, these push polls
are not legitimate telephone surveys, but
“smear polls,” campaign devices designed to
smear a candidate under the guise of a stand-
ard opinion poll.

Legitimate polls are designed to gather in-
formation helping candidates to focus their
campaigns and refine their messages. Smear
polls, on the other hand, are intended to
spread information damaging the reputation of
one’s opponent without public debate or dis-
cussion.

Imagine a voter, who has been identified as
a supporter of candidate X, being asked in a
survey if such support would continue if it was
learned that candidate X was guilty of a ter-
rible indiscretion or an outright crime. It
doesn’'t matter whether the allegations are true
because the idea that candidate X is some-
how unfit for office has been planted success-
fully. This is a telephone “smear” poll.

My legislation, the Push Poll Disclosure Act
of 2007, combats this practice by exposing it
to the light of day. Specifically, the bill requires
that each participant in a Federal election poll
be told the identity of the survey’s sponsor
whenever at least 1,200 households are in-
cluded. It also requires further disclosures
when a survey’s results are not to be released
to the public. In this case, the cost of the poll
and the sources of its funding must be re-
ported to the Federal Election Commission,
along with a count of the households con-
tacted and a transcript of the questions asked.

The Push Poll Disclosure Act of 2007 is a
simple bill. 1t will not hinder legitimate polling,
nor will it burden polling firms with excessive
regulations. What this bill does do, however, is
regulate smear polls for what they are—cam-
paign activities, and questionable ones at that.
This legislation is noncontroversial and should
be bipartisan, and its passage will make cam-
paigns for Federal office a little bit cleaner. |
urge my colleagues to support this bill.
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