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recognized as having an environmentally
friendly car dealership.

Mr. Pat Lobb’s dealership, Pat Lobb Toyota
and Scion, was recently recognized by the Na-
tional Automobile Dealers Association as a
certified Leadership of Energy and Environ-
mental Design facility. The dealership is of a
unique design, having exterior panels made of
recycled aluminum, a cistern that captures and
reuses rainwater and condensation, and a
special membrane roof. Although the facility
cost 5 to 7 percent more than a conventional
dealership, Mr. Lobb intends to recover the
difference in 3 to 5 years from energy and
water savings.

Having recently built a new eco-friendly
home, | have witnessed first hand the benefits
of planning to construct environmentally friend-
ly businesses. | certainly hope that Mr. Lobb’s
decision encourages others to follow in his
footsteps.

| would like to join Mr. Pat Lobb’s family and
friends in congratulating him on this out-
standing achievement. His concern for energy
and the environment has led to a creative de-
sign that contributes to the safety and
wellbeing of our community. | am proud to
represent Mr. Lobb in Washington, and may
his compassion and dedication be an inspira-
tion to us all.

——————

IRAQ WAR RESOLUTION

SPEECH OF

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, |
made a statement on the House floor as part
of my participation in the debate on the War
on Terror and House Concurrent Resolution
63. In that statement, | repeated a quote | had
read as part of an article from the Washington
Times, that | believed at the time was attrib-
uted to Abraham Lincoln, because it was cited
as such. | have since learned that it was not
true Abraham Lincoln quote, and even though
the Times never corrected the mistake, | re-
tract my attribution. |1 do stand by the senti-
ment however, which is that in wartime, Amer-
icans, especially America’s elected leaders,
should not take actions that damage the mo-
rale of our soldiers and military—and that is
exactly what the non-binding resolution does.
| could never in good conscience support H.
Con. Res. 63. Instead, | choose to support our
men and women in the military.

BROWARD COUNTY VETERANS
COUNCIL RESOLUTION ON IRAQ

HON. RON KLEIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
submit the following resolution on Irag by the
Broward County Veterans Council passed on
January 16, 2007.

Whereas: The President of the United
States has put forth a plan to the American
people and to Congress which calls for an es-
calation of 20,000 or more of our troops going
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to Iraq to combat the insurrection in the
Bagdad and Anbar provinces.

Whereas: The majority in Congress has put
forth several plans that do not include esca-
lation of combat troops.

Whereas: The General Election of Nov. 7th
showed that the American people voted for a
new direction in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Whereas: The Administration has tried
four times to escalate the war with the addi-
tional troops in Iraq, all to no avail in stop-
ping the bloodshed among the Sunnis and
the Shites.

Therefore: The Broward County Veterans
Council, believes that the best plan is to
bring our troops home now, in a phased rede-
ployment, and start redeploying our combat
troops to the outer borders of Iraq and into
Kuwait. Let’s get them out of harm’s way,
without our troops getting involved in a
bloody civil war, expedite the training of
Iraqi military and police forces and let the
Iraqis settle their differences among them-
selves. At the same time bring all the re-
gional Arab nations to a summit meeting to
discuss a final political settlement as rec-
ommended by the Iraq Study Group.

Bill Kling, Chairman, Broward County Vet-
eran Council.

This resolution was passed by the BCVC
members present at the meetings and does
not necessarily reflect the views of the Na-
tional Veteran organizations.

TRIBUTE TO DAVID BREWER
HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the accomplishments and con-
tributions of David Brewer to the city of
Charleston, Missouri, in the Eighth Congres-
sional District. Mr. Brewer is retiring from his
position as city manager, a post which he has
held for the last 10 years. | have personally
known David for 25 years as a farmer, levee
board president, a banker and then as city
manager of Charleston. He has excelled in
every endeavor, and | am proud to call him
my friend.

As the longest-serving Charleston city man-
ager on record, Mr. Brewer has been instru-
mental in attracting new business opportuni-
ties for southern Missouri and to the city of
Charleston. By using Tax Increment Financing
and Enhanced Enterprise Zone programs to
their greatest benefit, Mr. Brewer has dras-
tically helped to enhance the business climate
in our rural part of the state. His involvement
was essential to making essential city im-
provements, especially the new city water
plant and the new wastewater lagoon, impor-
tant parts of Charleston’s water infrastructure.

However, | cannot sum up Dave Brewer’s
importance to the city and the region simply
by enumerating his many accomplishments.
Doing so would not adequately describe Mr.
Brewer’s dedication to his job and to the peo-
ple he serves. Whether it was his open door
policy at work or his commitment to solving
problems in a fair and equitable way, Mr.
Brewer took his service seriously. With a con-
centration on the future, Mr. Brewer volun-
teered his time to a number of boards and
community groups. Always, Mr. Brewer thinks
about how good planning and full use of the
resources available to a small community can
be best used to the benefit of all our citizens,
present and future.
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Mr. Brewer’s retirement will leave a tremen-
dous challenge for the city of Charleston to re-
place his expertise, his skill, and devotion to
his work. Fortunately for us all, Dave Brewer
has left us with an excellent head start for our
future. | wish him the best of luck in his retire-
ment and thank him for his generous years of
service to our communities, our State, and our
Nation.

——————

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE CHARLIE NORWOOD,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM
THE STATE OF GEORGIA

SPEECH OF

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 14, 2007

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is with
deep sorrow that | rise to remember the life of
CHARLIE NORwOOD. | know CHARLIE had an
impact on everyone that he came into contact
with and we are all grieving the loss.

| had the privilege of serving with CHARLIE
on the Energy and Commerce Committee.
CHARLIE loved a robust discussion of the
issues. He loved the ability to debate an idea
and he loved espousing his conservative be-
liefs. When his microphone went on in com-
mittee, you could see the gleam in his eye as
he readied for a hearty exchange. His love of
engaging the issues was appreciated by all his
colleagues on the Energy and Commerce
Committee.

CHARLIE was a man of deep conviction and
integrity. He will be deeply missed, not only by
this body but also by his constituents and his
family.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating the life and accomplishments of
Congressman CHARLIE NORWOOD.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF
NEW MEXICO COLLEGE OF EDU-
CATION

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mrs. Wilson of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate to the Univer-
sity of New Mexico College of Education.

This past January the UNM College of Edu-
cation was ranked 8th in the national Faculty
Scholarly Productivity by Academic Analytics,
for its teacher education and professional de-
velopment programs. The college has also
won nine national awards for their outstanding
quality and graduates 400 new teachers a
year. The creation of the Institution of Profes-
sional Development, through the College of
Education, encourages greater teacher quality
for New Mexico teachers.

The College of Education provides a unique
education. The college has six American In-
dian tenured or tenure-track faculty members,
more than any other major college of edu-
cation in the nation. More than 20 percent of
the College of Education’s members are His-
panic, and they have strong bilingual and
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English as a second language education pro-
grams.

| would like to congratulate the UNM Col-
lege of Education for their continued excel-
lence and outstanding performance.

———

IN HONOR OF VACLAV HAVEL AND
THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF
CHARTER 77

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
Edmond Burke once said that, “all it takes for
evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing.”
Thirty years ago, good men and women came
together, and together, they ultimately tri-
umphed over evil.

In 1987, | traveled to Czechoslovakia with a
Helsinki Commission delegation led by my
good friend, STENY HOYER, who was then
Chairman of the Commission. We traveled
there just ten years after the Charter 77 move-
ment had been formed and, amazingly, in
spite of persecution and imprisonment, they
had managed to publish 350 documents dur-
ing its first ten years. And it was clear during
my visit to Prague that this organization was
having an impact, especially when the com-
munist authorities went to the trouble of pre-
venting five independent activists, including
Vaclav Havel, from meeting with us.

In spite of this, our delegation was able to
meet with several other Charter 77 signatories
and sympathizers: Libuse Silhanova, Josef
Vohryzek, Father Vaclav Maly, Zdenek
Urbanek, and Rita Klimova. Libuse Silhanova,
then serving as a Charter 77 spokesperson,
described her fellow Chartists as “ordinary
people who happen to be part of a move-
ment.” For a group of “ordinary people,” they
certainly accomplished extraordinary things.

One of the most notable of these “ordinary
people” was the playwright Vaclav Havel, who
is today the sole surviving member of Charter
77’s first three spokespersons. At a time when
most Czechoslovaks preferred to keep their
heads low, he held his up. When others dared
not speak out, he raised up his voice. While
others hid from communism in their apart-
ments and weekend cottages, he faced it
down in prison.

In 1978, Havel wrote a seminal essay enti-
tled, “The Power of the Powerless.” In it, he
proposed a remarkably conspiratorial concept:
the idea that those repressed by the Com-
munist Lie actually had the power to “live for
truth,” and that by doing so, they could
change the world in which they live.

One of the people who read this essay was
Zbygniew Bujak, who became a leading Soli-
darity activist in Poland. Bujak described the
impact of Havel's message:

This essay reached us in the Ursus factory
in 1979 at a point when we felt we were at the
end of the road. Inspired by KOR [the Polish
Workers’” Defense Committee, which pre-
ceded Solidarity], we had been speaking on
the shop floor, talking to people, partici-
pating in public meetings, trying to speak
the truth about the factory, the country, and
politics. There came a moment when people
thought we were crazy. Why were we doing
this? Why were we taking such risks? Not
seeing any immediate and tangible results,
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we began to doubt the purposefulness of
what we were doing. Shouldn’t we be coming
up with other methods, other ways?

Then came the essay by Havel. Reading it
gave us the theoretical underpinnings for our
activity. It maintained our spirits; we did
not give up, and a year later—in August
1980—it became clear that the party appa-
ratus and the factory management were
afraid of us. We mattered. And the rank and
file saw us as leaders of the movement. When
I look at the victories of Solidarity, and of
Charter 77, I see in them an astonishing ful-
fillment of the prophecies and knowledge
contained in Havel’s essay.

Vaclav Havel's essay was not just the prod-
uct of clever wordsmithing; it was an act of
singular heroism. In fact, shortly after writing
“The Power of the Powerless,” Vaclav Havel
found himself in prison, again. And it should
be remembered that others, including philoso-
pher Jan Patocka, Havel's close friend, and
Pavel Wonka, paid with their lives for their op-
position to the Czechoslovak communist re-
gime.

Vaclav Havel is a man who has always
been guided by the courage of his convictions.
Remarkably, his courage did not fade upon his
assumption of the presidency. Indeed, he is all
the more heroic for his steadfast commitment
to human rights even from the Prague Castle.
From the beginning, he was a voice of reason,
not revenge, as he addressed his country’s
communist and totalitarian past. In 1993, he
rightly identified the situation of Roma as “a
litmus test for civil society.” And not only has
he raised human rights issues in his own
country but reminds the world of the abuses
taking place in Cuba and China.

Throughout his presidency, he pardoned
those faced with criminal charges under com-
munist-era laws that restrict free speech. In
2001, he spoke out against the parliament’s
regressive religion law, which turned the clock
back on religious freedom. And he has re-
minded other world leaders of our shared re-
sponsibility for the poor and less fortunate the
world over.

On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of
the founding of Charter 77, | want to join my
colleagues from the Helsinki Commission in
honoring Vaclav Havel and all the men and
women who signed the Charter, who sup-
ported its goals, and who helped bring democ-
racy to Czechoslovakia.

———

RECOGNIZING SHAUN ANDREW
ROBINSON FOR ACHIEVING THE
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Shaun Andrew Robinson,
a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 374, and in earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Shaun has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
years Shaun has been involved with Scouting,
he has earned 30 merit badges and held nu-
merous leadership positions, serving as patrol
leader, assistant patrol leader, chaplain’s aid,
and den chief. He is a member of the Tribe of
Mic-O-Say.
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Shaun’s dedication to his school work and
church are outstanding. Shaun works hard in
school, while being an active member of the
Liberty United Methodist Church. He has also
contributed significantly to the community by
using his leadership skills to lead a group of
boys and adults in completing a landscaping
project at the Liberty United Methodist Church.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Shaun Andrew Robinson
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts
of America and for his efforts put forth in
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.

———

IN REMEMBRANCE OF TOM
MOONEY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Tom Mooney and his
accomplishments as a champion of public
education, the labor movement and social jus-
tice. A sudden and tragic loss for education
advocates, Tom’s December 9, 2006 passing
also marks a sad day for the State of Ohio.

Tom began his career as a teacher in 1972
in Cincinnati. Quickly, though, his natural lead-
ership brought him to represent his fellow edu-
cators as the president of the Local 1520 of
the American Federation of Teachers between
1979 and 2000. During that time, he forged a
reputation as a tireless and outspoken pro-
ponent of ensuring funding for public schools.
Through his work with the Federation, he
eventually rose to become the vice president
of the national organization and served on its
executive board.

A man of candor and American moxie,
Tom’s aggressive and enthusiastic public de-
fense of teachers was an ongoing testament
to his dedication to the idea that education is
a fundamental and essential human right. Tom
firmly believed that the success of the public
education system rests on the will of the peo-
ple to uphold its standards. Often, this meant
challenging the status quo. Tom was not
afraid to push forward and vehemently fight for
higher standards and a higher quality of edu-
cation. His strength, conviction, and outright
courage to stand up steadfastly for the rights
of educators have led to vast improvements in
the field of education for the State of Ohio and
the country.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in recognizing the life of Tom Mooney for
his exemplary dedication to public education
and the labor movement. Tom will be missed.

TRIBUTE TO CLARENCE SEAVERS

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to recognize a gentleman in our dis-
trict, Mr. Clarence Seavers of Sandusky, OH,
who will be presented with the Lifetime
Achievement Award by the Erie County Demo-
cratic Party on February 23, 2007. Our former
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