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handled this increased responsibility with ease
and soon he became the director of the Com-
munity Services Department. During his 3
years time in this position, he saw the depart-
ment’s budget increase by nearly 20 percent
and successfully supervised eight divisions
within the department, administering programs
to not only help the unemployed but also vet-
erans and families.

Wayne’s vast contribution to Escambia
County and his ability to administer so many
programs at once eventually resulted in being
hired as the Assistant County Administrator.
His supervision of nearly 800 employees was
instrumental in the continued growth of a num-
ber of county programs—programs ranging
from transportation to agriculture and
healthcare to industrial services. It was only
natural for him to become the County Adminis-
trator for the next 3 years. In this capacity, he
reported directly to the Board of County Com-
missioners and also served as the Director of
Emergency Management. Escambia County
was in good hands with Wayne in this posi-
tion—he knew the county inside and out. Even
after 1991, as he became the Trial Court Ad-
ministrator for the First Judicial Circuit of Flor-
ida, a position he holds to this day, Wayne’s
work for this area has not stopped.

There is no question that Wayne was a civic
leader for northwest Florida who set the bar
high for those who followed. His leadership
and knowledge has left Escambia County a
better place, and his service to those in his
community will be missed. | remain confident
that Wayne’s input will still play a great role for
local leaders.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, it is with great admiration
that | recognize the retirement of Mr. Wayne
Peacock. May his years ahead be filled with
joy, and may they shine with good health and
happiness.

HONORING THE BUCKS COUNTY
WOMEN’S FUND

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to rise be-
fore you today in recognition of the Bucks
County Women'’s Fund.

For sixteen years the Bucks County Wom-
en’s Fund has provided more than $200,000
to 36 local organizations to support program-
ming in the critical areas of domestic violence
prevention, economic self-sufficiency, voca-
tional education, finance, leadership,
mentorship and literacy. The Fund has opened
countless doors to the women and girls of
Bucks County, recognizing their potential for
success and presenting them with opportuni-
ties to achieve their dreams.

The Bucks County Women’s Fund is a real
source of inspiration to the citizens and orga-
nizations back home, and clearly dem-
onstrates how much we all benefit from the
advancement of women. The Fund leads by
example: women manage the Fund, run its
programs and promote policies for women’s
rights. It is also active in a global network of
funds with common goals, working to ensure
rights and opportunities for girls and women

all over the world. What started as a humble
organization has now established an endow-
ment, ensuring that it will continue as a pillar
of our community for years to come.

Madam Speaker, the mission of the Fund
has a special significance for me personally.
My daughter Maggie was born three months
ago, and | want to thank the Bucks County
Women’s Fund for building a better future for
my little girl and all of the girls and women in
our county. | offer my hearty congratulations
as they prepare for “Creating Change, Trans-
forming Lives,” their 16th annual dinner cele-
bration on March 8, 2007. Madam Speaker,
on Maggie’s behalf, | commend the Fund as it
continues its good work for our wives, moth-
ers, sisters, daughters and friends.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF MR.
THOMAS STEPHEN GLEASON, SR.

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the life of a good man, a
proud American, and a fine member of the
south Alabama community, Mr. Thomas Ste-
phen Gleason, Sr., who passed away last
month.

An excellent businessman and a true com-
munity leader, Mr. Gleason was loved by his
family and friends and respected by his peers.
South Alabama is truly a better place because
of the life of Tommy.

A resident of Mobile since childhood, Mr.
Gleason made many important contributions,
professionally as well as personally, to the ad-
vancement of south Alabama. After graduating
from McGill Institute and Spring Hill College,
Mr. Gleason began what was an almost 50
year real estate career. At one time, he was
even the youngest licensed realtor in the State
of Alabama. In 1975, Tommy founded Glea-
son and Associates, which has been instru-
mental in transforming commercial real estate
development in south Alabama. Gleason and
Associates has been responsible for bringing
many companies to south Alabama, including
several of the district’'s leading employers.

Along with his significant professional suc-
cess, Tommy led a highly involved civic life as
well. Mr. Gleason was a member of the Jay-
cees, the Board of the Museum of Mobile, as
well as St. Ignatius Parish. He was loved by
many, and he loved life, particularly time spent
golfing at the Country Club of Mobile, and fish-
ing with the Mobile Big Game Fishing Club,
where he served as board member.

Madam Speaker, Thomas Stephen Gleason,
Sr., is survived by his wife of 45 vyears,
Frances; a son, Thomas Stephen Gleason,
Jr.; a daughter, Mary Gleason Geil; and 3
grandchildren. May his family know that they
are in the thoughts and prayers of so many in
South Alabama.
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HONORING STEPHANIE DUNTON

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, |
today to honor Stephanie Dunton
Winterport, a small town in central Maine.

Stephanie, a student at Samuel L. Wagner
Middle School, was recently named one of the
top two youth volunteers in Maine for the 12th
Annual Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards. This program is America’s largest
youth recognition program based exclusively
on volunteerism.

Stephanie is a tireless young woman who
has given her time and energy to help the less
fortunate. Inspired by her sister's satisfaction
from volunteering, Stephanie searched for her
own community service project. Initially, she
wanted to volunteer at her local food pantry,
but was unable to do so since she attended
classes during the pantry’s hours of oper-
ations.

Stephanie instead went above and beyond,
creating and conducting her own monthly food
drive called the “Food Shuttle,” which has col-
lected more than one thousand pounds of do-
nated food for a local pantry. Her dedication is
truly extraordinary and deserves our sincere
admiration and respect.

While numerous studies have shown that
Americans today are less involved in their
communities than before, it is essential that
we support the kind of selfless contributions
that people like Stephanie have made. She is
an inspiring example to all of us, serving as
one of our brightest hopes for a better tomor-
row.

| join with her family, friends and community
in congratulating Stephanie for this fine honor.
The citizens of the State of Maine are ex-
tremely fortunate to have such a fine, young
public servant.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE “FIGHTING
LONGRACKS”

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Ms. HOOLEY. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to praise the courage, dedication, and selfless-
ness of the following 116th Air Control Squad-
ron volunteers.

The “Fighting Longracks” from Camp Rilea,
Warrenton, Oregon answered the call of serv-
ice and stood up, so their active duty counter-
parts could temporarily stand down for the
holidays.

From September 2006 through January
2007 the Oregon Air National Guard in asso-
ciation with citizen-airmen from Air National
Guard units from Hawaii, Ohio, Puerto Rico,
and Wisconsin provided tactical command and
control for all combat assets within Afghani-
stan.

Unfortunately, too often we stand here in
this chamber to publicly acknowledge the con-
tribution of our military and their families after
a tragedy—we honor our fallen—and often for-
get the living, our veterans.

Lieutenant Colonel Timothy Olson, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Jim Gregory, Major Paul Evans,
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Major Keith Townsend, Captain Leon
McGuire, Captain Bryan Habas, Captain Vic-
toria Habas, Senior Master Sergeant Robert
Birman, Senior Master Sergeant Ralph Leh-
man, Senior Master Sergeant Leslie Wright,
Master Sergeant William Baer, Master Ser-
geant Randy Dickenson, Master Sergeant
Donald Hillgaertner, Master Sergeant Gary
Gudge, Master Sergeant Cory Jackson, Mas-
ter Sergeant Albert Luquette, Master Sergeant
Adam Melerski, Master Sergeant Troy Mitch-
ell, Master Sergeant Richard Murren, Tech-
nical Sergeant Ann Chancey, Technical Ser-
geant Edwin Corcoran, Technical Sergeant
Carl Domingo, Technical Sergeant Robert
Foreman, Technical Sergeant Bryan Garret,
Technical Sergeant Matthew Gudge, Technical
Sergeant George McMahan, Staff Sergeant
Michelle Nelson, and Staff Sergeant Laurence
Rose raised their hands, willingly accepted du-
ties in wartorn Afghanistan, and served us
with honor.

These airmen worked with our allies in the
region to provide command and control that
sustained complex, time critical air sovereignty
missions in support of International Stabiliza-
tion Assistance Force (ISAF) priorities. Their
contributions cannot be overstated, nor in truth
measured.

As a Congresswoman from Oregon, | am
proud of what these citizen-airmen accom-
plished, and humbled by their continued will-
ingness to answer the call of a nation that is
in need far more often than anyone expected.

| ask this chamber to recognize and applaud
these airmen who like hundreds of thousands
of their peers ask for little, give everything
they can, and believe our America is worth the
sacrifice.

Thank you for standing a post that few even
know exists.

——————

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE CHARLIE NORWOOD,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM
THE STATE OF GEORGIA

SPEECH OF

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 14, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | rise today to honor the memory
of former Georgia Congressman CHARLIE
NORwOOD and his lifetime of dedication to the
people of Georgia and the United States. |
was deeply saddened to learn our colleague
passed away earlier this week. We have not
only lost a wonderful friend, but an individual
who during his lifetime made countless con-
tributions toward the betterment of our Nation.

CHARLIE, a native of Valdosta, Georgia,
began his career of service by volunteering for
the U.S. Army, serving as captain in the Den-
tal Corps. He served in Vietnam, where he
distinguished himself under combat conditions,
and he was awarded the Combat Medical
Badge and two Bronze Stars. Immediately
after his discharge, CHARLIE opened his dental
practice in Augusta. He was highly involved in
many professional organizations, serving as
president of both the Eastern District Dental
Society and the Georgia Dental Association.

In 1994, CHARLIE was elected to represent
the 10th District of Georgia in the United
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States House of Representatives. Throughout
his six terms, CHARLIE was a champion of pa-
tients’ rights, introducing his Patient’s Bill of
Rights. He also fought for health care reform
for military retirees and veterans. CHARLIE also
served with distinction as a member of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee and the Edu-
cation and the Workforce Committee.

We are privileged to have known and
worked with such a passionate and loyal indi-
vidual. CHARLIE will be greatly missed and al-
ways remembered. Madam Speaker, | ask my
colleagues to join me in remembering a dedi-
cated statesman. Dr. NORWOOD will be deeply
missed by his family—his wife, Giloria
Wilkinson Norwood, and his sons, Charles
Norwood and Carlton Norwood—as well as
the countless friends he leaves behind. Our
thoughts and prayers are with them all at this
difficult time.

————————

JUSTICE FOR PUBLIC SAFETY
OFFICERS ACT

HON. DAVID DREIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, on January
9, 2007, Armando Garcia, the primary suspect
in the murder of Los Angeles County Sheriffs
Deputy David March, was extradited to the
United States. It was four years, eight months,
and ten days that the family and colleagues of
Deputy March were forced to wait for his killer
to face extradition.

We know that when our public safety offi-
cers perform their duties every day, whether
patrolling their neighborhoods, protecting the
courts, riding in an ambulance, or fighting a
fire, they are working to ensure the protection
of all of us. Because they are constantly put-
ting their lives on the line, we must do every-
thing we can to ensure that criminals who
harm or threaten those who protect the public
receive a punishment that matches the seri-
ousness of the crimes they commit.

Madam Speaker, it is with these dedicated
public safety officers in mind that | am proud
to introduce the Justice for Public Safety Offi-
cers Act with my friend from Pasadena, Con-
gressman ADAM ScCHIFF. This bill, which is
based upon legislation that Mr. SCHIFF and |
introduced in the last Congress, sends a clear
message that justice will no longer be abused
by fleeing murderers.

As we know, under Federal law, it is a crime
to kill a Federal, State, or local public safety
officer if they are engaged in a Federal inves-
tigation. It is also a Federal crime to flee to
another country to avoid prosecution. How-
ever, the crime of fleeing is punishable by no
more than five years in prison, and as little as
merely paying a fine. The Justice for Public
Safety Officers Act takes an important step to-
ward establishing stiffer penalties by imposing
a mandatory minimum of 30 years in prison
for murdering a public safety officer and an
additional mandatory minimum of 10 years for
traveling between States or countries with the
intent to avoid prosecution.

When Deputy March was brutally slain exe-
cution-style during a routine traffic stop,
Armando Garcia, an illegal immigrant, fled to
Mexico within hours of Deputy March’s murder
to avoid prosecution by U.S. authorities.

February 17, 2007

At the time of the murder, Mexico refused to
extradite individuals who may face the death
penalty or life imprisonment, therefore hin-
dering efforts to bring Armando Garcia back to
the United States to face prosecution for his
crime. The same border that Garcia illegally
crossed to enter our country served as a wall
of protection for almost 5 years.

| joined many of my colleagues and Los An-
geles County Sheriff Lee Baca in efforts to
see that Armando Garcia and other fugitives
accused in killings on our soil are returned to
the United States to face justice. We met with
officials from the Department of Justice and
the State Department. We urged President
Bush to call for aggressive action to change
Mexico’s extradition policy. | met with then
President Vicente Fox and other high officials
of the Mexican government, including their Su-
preme Court, in an effort to impress upon our
neighbor that its extradition policy is intoler-
able.

We reached a critical turning point in 2005
when the Mexican Supreme Court issued a
decision that allowed consecutive prison terms
for certain murders. This decision ultimately
paved the way for Armando Garcia’s arrest in
Tonala, Jalisco, Mexico, on February 23, 2006
and his extradition to the United States on
January 9.

For those of us who were involved with this
case, January 9 will always have conflicting
emotions. On the one hand, we know that this
day marked a victory for the rule of law, send-
ing a clear message that no one should be al-
lowed to commit an act of murder and flee to
another country to avoid prosecution. And yet,
it also stands as a painful reminder of the loss
of Deputy March and the danger that all public
safety officers face on a daily basis.

Madam Speaker, the handcuffs that hung
from Deputy March’s belt the day he was
killed were shackled to Armando Garcia as he
was brought into U.S. custody last month. |
am encouraged that Deputy March’s killer has
finally been extradited to the United States.
But we must continue to work to ensure that
the service performed by this Nation’s public
safety officers is honored by making certain
that those who wish to do them harm face stiff
penalties for their actions. Passage of this bill
will guarantee that perpetrators of heinous
crimes against public safety officers will be
brought to justice.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE “SWIFT
APPROVAL, FULL EVALUATION
(SAFE) DRUG ACT”

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Swift Approval, Full Evalua-
tion, SAFE, Drug Act. This bill is designed to
ensure that the FDA can balance the need to
get important life-saving drugs to the market
quickly while ensuring the drugs get the full
evaluation they need to ensure the safety of
those products.

Earlier this week the Oversight and Inves-
tigation Subcommittee of the Energy and
Commerce held its very first oversight hearing
of the 110th Congress on drug safety. At the
hearing several FDA whistleblowers testified
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