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million people without jobs spells insecurity. 
The rigorous effort by the international 
community to reinvent the Haitian National 
Police is only part of the solution to a com-
plex country where law enforcement is fran-
chised to many different groups rather than 
controlled by the state. What vexes those 
who want Haiti to succeed is just how to cre-
ate a viable and sustainable development 
program. 

While H.O.P.E may represent a small vic-
tory, other positive signs may auger for a 
different approach. A donor’s meeting at the 
end of November in Madrid yielded almost 
$80 million to support good governance. And 
the World Bank decision to offer Haiti debt 
reduction also will help alleviate the drain 
on Haiti’s limited revenue. Successful mu-
nicipal elections held this month marked the 
first time since 1995 that Haitians democrat-
ically elected leaders of local government. 
And even a new effort to create a non-cor-
rupt civil service is under way. 

But the most promising signs that may 
make the difference in the coming years will 
be centered on a push to help Haiti become 
energy independent through the use of bio-
mass energy. 

Renewable energy could transform Haiti. A 
World Bank study reported that growing en-
ergy crops creates jobs in addition to fuel. In 
a country totally dependent on foreign oil 
for its energy needs, such independence could 
prove revolutionary. 

This is not science fiction. Haiti is a per-
fect candidate for growing oil-seed crops. In 
rural areas, where 70 percent of the popu-
lation remains engaged in subsistence agri-
culture, developing an indigenous biofuels 
market could transform the countryside and 
prevent the urban migration that continues 
to swell the slums of Port au Prince. 

The environment could also be saved. And 
the proven anti-erosion qualities of seed 
crops like Jatropha and Castor bean could 
also revitalize the soil in a country that is 96 
percent deforested and where every rainfall 
puts thousands of people at risk for natural 
disasters. And with crops such as Jatropha, 
the bush is a natural fence since its leaves 
are poisonous to animals. 

Unfortunately, helping Haiti to become en-
ergy self-sufficient is not a priority for do-
nors despite the potential it represents. It 
never came up at the Madrid meeting. And 
U.S. development assistance has yet to see 
this type of sustainable agriculture in Haiti 
as a means of long-term poverty alleviation. 

If real hope is to be restored in Haiti, it 
must go beyond the trade incentives em-
bodied in the H.O.P.E legislation. Urgent ac-
tion is needed so that a U.S. biomass policy 
for the Caribbean addresses not only the re-
gional dilemma of foreign oil dependency, 
but also moves Haiti away from the trajec-
tory of state failure, a threat that U.S. pol-
icymakers consider a grave danger to U.S. 
interests. 

With Brazil as the lead nation in the U.N. 
peace operation in Haiti, the technical 
means for bio-energy transformation could 
get underway within the next year. The com-
bined power of U.S. economic support, cou-
pled with Brazil’s biomass expertise, could 
certainly be applied to a place such as Haiti. 
It could also demonstrate that ending addic-
tion to fossil fuels, a goal President Bush en-
dorses, can also be applied to one of the 
great development challenges in our hemi-
sphere. 

In a country just a two-hour flight from 
the U.S. mainland, the risk of state failure 
looms large. Support for bioenergy as part of 
the solution to Haiti’s economic dilemma— 
unemployment and lack of energy—could ad-
vance the development of Haiti, and rein-
force the governance and security reforms 
that Haitians so desperately deserve. 
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Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, late in the 
night of January 2, 2007, our community lost 
a giant. Our beloved ‘‘once and ways’’ Mayor 
Harry Kessler, who symbolized honest and 
dedicated leadership in the public realm, has 
passed from this life. 

He set a community standard that endures. 
His tenure as Mayor from 1971 through 1977 
brought growth and vitality to a struggling city, 
and his imprimatur is everywhere. He followed 
his Mayoral leadership by holding other elect-
ed offices for two decades after he decided to 
retire as Mayor. Few have defined the Mayor 
of Toledo as did Mayor Harry Kessler. A be-
loved father for our City, he lived and breathed 
his life to better our city and region. His kind 
and gentlemanly manner, his eternal smile, 
and his deep commitment to integrity, learning 
and libraries, community service, and athletics 
have left permanent legacies to future genera-
tions. 

Mayor Kessler was a builder, a healer, a 
leader who knew how to bring our community 
together not just for today but for tomorrow. 
We can each learn much from him as we 
emulate his life of service to us, in the private 
sector, in public office, and so many other 
community ventures. His deep love for our 
City that he always called home inspired us 
all. He did all he could to make our place on 
earth a finer and more humane place in which 
to live. 

We extend deepest sympathy and gratitude 
to his soulmate and partner for over half a 
century, Mary Lou, his children and extended 
family. We wish them strength and peace as, 
together, we adjust to his passing from life 
with us. May God rest his soul and place him 
in a leading role in the City beyond stars to 
watch over our earthly pursuits. 
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IT’S TIME TO STOP THE SLAUGH-
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Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, today I am 
reintroducing legislation that I first authored in 
the 109th Congress to restore the prohibition 
on the commercial sale and slaughter of wild 
free-roaming horses and burros. I am again 
joined in this effort by my good friend and col-
league from Kentucky, ED WHITFIELD. 

In both 2005 and 2006 the House adopted 
amendments I offered to the Interior and Envi-
ronment Appropriations bill to prohibit the use 
of Federal funds for the sale or slaughter of 
wild free-roaming horses and burros. While we 
were successful in the House, neither amend-
ment made it into law. In any event, these 
amendments would have only been a tem-
porary one-year fix. What is needed is a per-
manent solution to this problem. That is why 
I am offering my legislation today. 

It was just a little over two years ago that 36 
lines were hidden away in a 1,641 page ap-

propriations bill that overturned more than 30 
years of national policy on the protection and 
management of wild free-roaming horses and 
burros, allowing these ‘‘living symbols of the 
historic and pioneer spirit of the West’’ to lit-
erally be slaughtered through the use of a 
backdoor legislative maneuver enacted without 
public notice or input. 

The public reaction to this change in law 
was swift and deafening. There was a good 
reason why it had been illegal for more than 
30 years to sell or transfer wild free-roaming 
wild horses and burros for processing into 
commercial products. Americans were aghast 
to learn that these animals could be slaugh-
tered for their meat to be served on dinner ta-
bles in such foreign countries as France, Bel-
gium, and Japan. 

Horses are an integral part of the tapestry of 
this country—a symbol, a promise of possi-
bility, a companion, and a treasured childhood 
memory. Americans have always championed 
their survival, and expect that that these crea-
tures will be protected. To allow them to be 
sacrificed and slaughtered represents great 
disrespect to the will of the American people 
and is an affront to our nation’s history. 

Instead of addressing long-term and wide-
spread management problems the Bureau of 
Land Management, which administers the wild 
horse and burro program, has been forced to 
scurry to try to stop wild horses and burros 
from being sent to slaughter. Unfortunately for 
several dozen of these animals their attempts 
came too late and slaughter occurred. 

Slaughter is all the more senseless since 
humane alternatives exist and federal agen-
cies have the authority to carry out such hu-
mane measures as adoption, sterilization, relo-
cation, and placement with qualified individ-
uals and organizations. 

The time has long since passed to restore 
the prohibition on the sale and slaughter of 
wild free-roaming horses and burros. I urge 
my colleague to heed the will of the American 
public and respond to common decency by 
supporting my legislation. We owe no less to 
these living symbols of the American West. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MR. LARRY N. 
DANTZLER 

HON. ALLEN BOYD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 5, 2007 

Mr. BOYD of Florida. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the exceptional service of 
Mr. Larry N. Dantzler on behalf of Bay County 
military installations. 

Mr. Dantzler is stepping down as the presi-
dent of the Bay Defense Alliance, which is a 
group of volunteers committed to enhancing 
and preserving the missions of Tyndall Air 
Force Base and the Naval Support Activity 
Panama City. 

Larry has served as its leader since the 
groups formation in 1993, and has spent 
countless hours in his role to defend these in-
stallations as Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) loomed. Under his leadership, the Bay 
Defense Alliance helped defend our installa-
tions in Bay County against two rounds of 
BRAC. Members of the Bay Defense Alliance 
have logged more than 15,000 volunteer 
hours in their efforts supporting the bases. 
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Mr. Dantzler has served as an advocate for 

the more than 11,000 men and women who 
serve our nation in support of Tyndall AFB, 
the Naval Support Activity Panama City and 
the Coast Guard Station Panama City. His 
hard work has helped build military and Con-
gressional support for important missions in 
Bay County. He has served tirelessly as a liai-
son between Bay County, State, and Federal 
leadership in defense of our local bases. 

This has been a job requiring great dedica-
tion—which he has done splendidly—despite 
his additional obligations as a business owner 
and his many other volunteer efforts. His addi-
tional volunteer efforts include work with the 
Bay County Chamber of Commerce, of which 
he is a past chairman, Rotary, United Way, 
Optimist Club, Bay Medical Center Founda-
tion, Gulf Coast Community College Founda-
tion, Panama City-Bay County International 
Airport Authority, Gulf Coast Community Col-
lege Board of Trustees, Coastal Operations In-
stitute, Girls Inc., Panama City Music Associa-
tion, Bay Arts Alliance and others. 

I invite my distinguished colleagues to join 
me in paying special tribute to Larry N. 
Dantzler for his invaluable service to Bay 
County, Florida. Through his leadership, he 
has laid the groundwork for preservation of 
our military installations for years to come and 
I would like to personally wish Larry, and his 
wife Nancy, the very best in their future en-
deavors. 
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TRIBUTE ON THE PASSING OF 
DAVID HERMANCE—THE FATHER 
OF THE AMERICAN PRIUS 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 5, 2007 

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to David Hermance, who was 
killed in a plane crash in Southern California 
on November 25th. David was the North 
American Executive Engineer for Advanced 
Technology Vehicles at Toyota, whose head-
quarters is located in my congressional dis-
trict. 

Although most Americans may not know his 
name, David Hermance was one of the most 
influential engineers and environmentalists in 
the country. He was only 59 years-old when 
the experimental aircraft he was piloting 
crashed into the Pacific Ocean, and his tragic 
death is a stunning loss not only for his family, 
but for the larger community he served. 

Equally respected in the environmental com-
munity and the automotive industry, David was 
known as the ‘‘Father of the American 
Prius’’—and for good reason. He had a knack 
for translating complex systems and tech-
nologies into easy-to-understand concepts, 
and he worked tirelessly to help lay-people un-
derstand the workings and benefits of hybrid 
and other advanced-technology vehicles. 

It was David’s passionate approach and 
commitment to the environment that helped 
persuade a skeptical industry and auto-buying 
public to appreciate the enormous potential of 
his work. In fact, Madam Speaker, my family 
drives two hybrid vehicles—one in California 
and the other in Washington, DC. 

David will be sorely missed—as an out-
standing individual and beloved colleague. Our 

thoughts and prayers are with his family: his 
wife Mary, his children Keith and Kathy, his 
grandson Colin and sister Bonnie. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE IMPACT 
AID SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BILL 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 5, 2007 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce legislation to help schools educating 
the children of U.S. service members and 
schools serving Native American children on 
federal lands. 

My legislation will improve the distribution of 
school construction grants under the Impact 
Aid program. Impact Aid compensates schools 
affected by a federal presence such as military 
installations or Native American reservations. 
Because federal lands are exempt from local 
property taxes, school districts located on or 
near federal lands lose a major source of rev-
enue without the federal Impact Aid program. 

Currently, school construction grants under 
Impact Aid allow unequal funding between 
military school districts and Native American 
school districts. For example, although 36 per-
cent of the one million federal students are 
from military impacted schools, the majority of 
school construction dollars are spent on the 
12 percent of Native American students. 

In 2005 and 2004, $27 million in Impact Aid 
competitive construction grants were awarded. 
In 2005, only 1 of 8 competitive grants was 
awarded to a military impacted school district. 
In 2004, only three of 15 recipients were mili-
tary school districts, and only one of 17 recipi-
ents in 2003 was a military school. In contrast, 
the formula grants under the Impact Aid 
School Construction program are equally dis-
tributed between military and Native American 
schools. 

Considering that Impact Aid has historically 
been underfunded in meeting the needs of 
local school districts serving military and Na-
tive American families, this legislation is critical 
to ensure the most equitable use of available 
dollars. 

Instead of sending 60% of funding toward 
12 percent of federal students, the legislation 
I am introducing today would ensure 80% of 
school construction funding will be equally dis-
tributed between military and Native American 
schools. This approach will help ensure a 
high-quality education for the children of our 
military members selflessly serving our Nation. 
Priority would also be given to Native Amer-
ican districts in qualifying for emergency con-
struction grants in recognition of the poor con-
dition of too many Native American schools. 

This legislation will also help schools af-
fected by Global Rebasing at the Department 
of Defense (DoD). Over the next four years, 
DoD estimates that 38,000 military children 
will be returning to U.S. schools from closing 
overseas military bases. Under this legislation, 
schools that experience a 10% increase in the 
number of military students would be allowed 
to apply for emergency Impact Aid construc-
tion grants. 

I am confident this excellent legislation will 
improve the Impact Aid program to better 
serve American families. I am proud that both 
Native American school districts and military- 

impacted school districts support the common- 
sense approach of this bill. I look forward to 
working with my colleagues on the reauthor-
ization of Impact Aid later this year, and urge 
every Member of Congress to review and co-
sponsor this legislation. 
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HONORING MICHAEL LOFTON AND 
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN 
AND BOYS CONFERENCE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 5, 2007 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Michael 
Lofton, an inspirational leader who is working 
each day to make a difference in the lives of 
young people in his community. This past 
summer Mr. Lofton implemented an idea to 
bring together 200 boys, men and parents in 
the first African American Men and Boys Con-
ference. His goal was to counteract the trends 
where African American boys were lagging 
academically, disrupting classes, disrespecting 
themselves, and often ending up incarcerated. 

His passion for helping children led him to 
the Austin School District, where he contacted 
parents, school principals, health specialists, 
professors, sociologists, judges, law-enforce-
ment, businesses, community leaders and 
clergy, in order to create a concentrated effort 
to support young black men and boys in the 
Austin community. 

The monthly African American Men and 
Boys Conference has continued to increase in 
participation since its inception this past June. 
It has also expanded from focusing on boys 
and their academic needs to working with the 
entire family to make a difference. Each month 
these boys and their families focus good deci-
sion making, managing anger, taking and 
passing standardized tests, completing high 
school, attending college, maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle, and knowing how and when 
to seek assistance with school work, 

It is people like Michael Lofton that are the 
cornerstone of our communities making a dif-
ference each and every day. He was brave 
enough and passionate enough to go out into 
the community and establish his vision for 
change, and he has inspired others to work 
with him to better our society. I commend Mi-
chael Lofton for all the work that he has done, 
and know that this is merely the first step of 
many great things to come. 
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HONORING SISTER MABLE 
WILLIAMS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 5, 2007 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and work of Sister Mable Wil-
liams, a longtime resident of Oakland, Cali-
fornia. Sister Mable is a role model to us all, 
and has demonstrated her leadership through 
her commitment to members of her church as 
well as the community at large. On Sunday, 
December 31, 2006, Sister Mable’s friends, 
family and congregation will come together to 
celebrate her many contributions. 
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