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January 5, 2007
A NEW DAY FOR AMERICA

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, now
begins a new day for America. During the first
“100 Hours” of the 110th Congress, Demo-
crats will answer the voters’ call for change.
We will restore honesty, openness, and civility
to Congress, require Medicare to negotiate for
lower drug prices, lower the cost of higher
education, raise the minimum wage, invest in
*“ saving embryonic stem cell research and al-
ternative energy, and strengthen our home-
land security.

The election of NANCY PELOSI as Speaker of
the House is a historic moment—a testament
to Nancy’s able, dedicated, and unifying lead-
ership. | am confident that Speaker NANCY
PELOSI (D—CA), Majority Leader STENY HOYER
(D-MD), Majority Whip JAMES CLYBURN (D—
SC), Caucus Chairman RAHM EMANUEL (D-IL),
and Caucus Vice Chairman JOHN LARSON (D—
CT) will lead us in a new direction that makes
our country stronger and more just. While we
will make great strides during the first “100
Hours,” it's just a downpayment. Even greater
change is on the horizon.

On November 7th, Americans demonstrated
that they will not wait for change in Irag. Three
thousand of our troops have lost their lives
and civil war is spreading. Even the Repub-
lican co-chair of the Iraq Study Group, James
Baker, warned 'We can no longer afford to
stay the course.’ | will work with members of
both parties to pressure the Bush Administra-
tion to begin to draw down troops as quickly
as possible so that a diplomatic course may
be pursued.

While corporations and the few at the top
have profited from tax breaks and giveaways,
the majority of workers and families in our
country have been left behind. My fight to pro-
vide opportunity and economic security for the
majority of Americans continues. | will work
provide good jobs with strong benefits, to end
waste and abuse in the government con-
tracting process, and to protect consumers
from corporate wrongdoing.

The challenges facing our great nation are
many. With a focus on our most urgent prior-
ities, Democrats will lead the United States to
thrive again, as a force for good that provides
opportunity for all.

——————

RECOGNIZING NICHOLAS J. MOORE
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Nicholas J. Moore, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 900, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Nicholas has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
When Nicholas achieved the rank of Eagle
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Scout this summer at Bartle Camp, he be-
came the first Eagle Scout in Boy Scout Troop
900. Over the many years Nicholas has been
involved with scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Nicholas J. Moore for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

THE IMPORTANCE OF BREAST
CANCER AWARENESS

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, breast cancer
is the second leading cause of cancer death
among American women and more than
40,000 women will die from breast cancer this
year alone. Three of four women diagnosed
with breast cancer have no known risk—no
family history.

While the diagnosis rate of this cancer con-
tinues to increase, | am thankful the breast
cancer death rate is steadily decreasing,
which is in large part due to advancing med-
ical treatments and an increase in early detec-
tion. By continuing to support breast cancer
research and early diagnosis, we can help
bring an end to this disease that takes a new
life once every fourteen minutes.

In recognition of last year's Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, Karen Stevenson, a resi-
dent of New Canaan, Connecticut, gave an
address at the launch of the “Paint the Town
Pink” program at New Canaan Town Hall. |
submit the text of Ms. Stevenson’s remarks to
be entered into the RECORD.

Good morning. Active and healthy—defi-
nitely much more fit than I am now—with
no history of the disease in the family, I was
completely blindsided by a breast cancer di-
agnosis 5 years ago based on an unusual
mammogram result. I had a mastectomy and
reconstructive surgery followed by 5 months
of chemotherapy. My daughters were 7 and 10
at the time.

With the warm generosity of family,
friends and colleagues who supplied moral
support, hugs, and many a meal to help
maintain normalcy in the girls’ routine at
home, we navigated through that difficult
period and came out the other side.

The kids were troopers. To this day they
still find such humor in telling the story of
Mom having melted her wig on Thanksgiving
Day with a sudden blast of heat from the
oven while basting.

My situation is not unique, but rather, rep-
resentative of what so many women in our
community have faced.

I shared the first few weeks of chemo with
a group of spectacular women and we quick-
ly banded together to help carry one another
through the various rounds of surgeries,
chemo, radiation, genetic testing, additional
surgeries, and follow-on treatments in all
the years since.

Licia, a young professional diagnosed only
4 months after being married,

Kerry, an exceptionally talented mar-
keting director, artist and mom, diagnosed
only 1 week before giving birth to her second
child,

Debbie, a teacher and beautiful mother of
three young school children,
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Julia, a NYC actress and mother of two
teenagers,

Chris, an attorney and mother of two pre-
school daughters.

Of note, while we were a randomly assem-
bled group of six, four of us were under 35
years old and all of us were under age 43.

Breast cancer is everywhere and I'm sure
you can each add several names of patients
and loved ones to the growing list. While the
topic doesn’t typically surface in casual con-
versation it always amazes me how often we
discover this common sisterhood.

While the diagnosis itself is daunting, we
are the fortunate beneficiaries of the drug
trials and experiences of the many who have
gone before us over the past 20 years, and as
a result, there are many more treatment op-
tions available, as well as access to solid in-
formation about their efficacy and managing
side effects. In my case and for many others,
early detection and the rapidly evolving
treatment have ensured we can continue to
attend the soccer games and school plays,
host family holidays and be here to enjoy
our families.

The harsh reality is that even the treat-
ments available today are not successful for
all of us and the implication of later diag-
nosis is significantly added risk. It is just
heartbreaking to watch so many vibrant
women in our community struggle and suffer
for years, exhausting treatment options that
will hold back their cancer and pain while
trying to continue care for their families.

We are so fortunate to live in an area with
such excellent access to quality care lo-
cally—for regular check-ups, for mobile
mammograms, and should it be necessary,
for both proven and innovative cancer treat-
ments. But we must take advantage of that
access!

Ask yourself tonight as you are tucking
your children into bed ... or talking to
your college student via phone this weekend

or watching your grandson’s football
game . . . Are you willing to put this in jeop-
ardy unnecessarily when it takes only an
hour of your time to make and keep a
screening appointment? As you walk past
the waves of pink on Elm and Main Streets,
won’t you take a pledge today to ensure all
the important women in your life make this
a priority?

On behalf of all of those who have been
touched personally by Breast Cancer—and
I'm sure there are many here today—we offer
our profound thanks to the merchants of
New Canaan and to Janet Blaylock and the
team of volunteers she has mobilized. Your
efforts to Paint the Town Pink for a weeks
in October as a collective call to action will
most certainly be a positive turning point in
the lives of many families in our commu-
nity.

———

HONORING DAVID OGG ON HIS
PROMOTION TO BRIGADIER GEN-
ERAL

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, today | rise to honor David Ogg on
earning the rank of Brigadier General in the
U.S. Army. Today, BG Ogg is being honored
in a ceremony to commemorate this great
achievement.

During the course of his 28 years of distin-
guished service, BG Ogg has served in Ger-
many, where he was on the front line of the
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cold war in Europe. Later, his career
transitioned to project management, and he
worked with some of the military’s most impor-
tant and most sophisticated new hardware,
such as the M113 and Stryker combat vehi-
cles.

While his military service has led him
around the globe, BG Ogg has never forgotten
where he comes from. Although he is currently
stationed in Michigan, BG Ogg still calls
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, home. In fact, he
returned to his alma mater, Middle Tennessee
State University, to teach ROTC for 4 years.
And his two sons now are continuing the fam-
ily tradition and seeking their degrees at
MTSU.

As a fellow MTSU alumnus and former stu-
dent of MTSU’'s ROTC program, | thank BG
Ogg for his service to his country, and | com-
mend him for his hard work and dedication. |
also commend his wife, Pam, and their sons,
Jason and Stuart, for the sacrifices they have
made as BG Ogg has proudly worn the uni-
form of this Nation. | wish David Ogg and the
entire Ogg family continued success and hap-
piness.

RECOGNIZING SEAN T. COWDEN
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Sean T. Cowden, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 395, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Sean has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Sean has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Sean T. Cowden for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. | am
honored to represent Sean in the United
States House of Representatives.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF GERALD
FORD, 38TH PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

HON. ARTUR DAVIS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
we overlooked Gerald Ford’s significance
when he served as President. His tenure was
only slightly longer than a congressional term,
a cruel irony for a politician whose political ca-
reer was so grounded in the by-ways of the
House. He was hardly a master politician, if
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the term refers to the winning of elections or
the swift dispatch of opposition: Ford came
within an inch of not being re-nominated, and
he lost in the general election to the most ob-
scure winner of our times.

This week, as we mourn Ford’s passing, his
legacy is much clearer: first, he gracefully pre-
sided over the aftermath of Richard Nixon’s
forced removal, and over the culmination of
our debacle in Vietnam. Had he gotten either
moment wrong, the country might have been
ripped into two, bitter competing halves. As we
contemplate the mistakes subsequent presi-
dents have made, it is a virtue that Gerald
Ford made not a single major error in judg-
ment: he did not blunder into any ill-chosen
wars, and as much as an opposition domi-
nated Congress thwarted him, he never re-
sorted to subterfuge in an effort to tip the
scales.

Then there is the graceful way Ford prac-
ticed politics. The challenge from Ronald
Reagan was perilous because even in 1976,
Ford was not of a philosophic kin with most
Republican primary voters. A less principled
president would have demagogued on issues
like busing or affirmative action; certainly, he
might have abandoned the détente that was a
major contributor to taming the Soviet Union.
A modern, win-at all cost politician would have
savaged an unknown like Jimmy Carter. The
fact is that the 1976 election season was at
once breathtakingly close and remarkably civil.

Imagine if Gerald Ford’s major value, the
cultivation of common ground, had dominated
the last two fractious decades. Our two major
political philosophies would not have been at
irreconcilable odds, with both tending to treat
each battle as if it were the ultimate one or as
if we weren’t bound to share a future together.
We mourn Gerald Ford’s decency and we also
mourn the loss of the political character that
left the stage when we retired him.

HONORING DENNIS KAMPER

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, | ask
my colleagues to join me today in acknowl-
edging the retirement of Mr. Dennis Kamper
and his 38 years of public service to the
United States Army Corps of Engineers, Mem-
phis District.

Mr. Kamper began his career as a student
earning both a Bachelors and Master's De-
gree in Engineering at the University of Louis-
ville. With the Corps, Mr. Kamper has served
in the Louisville, Philadelphia, and Memphis
Districts. At each assignment Mr. Kamper has
received praise for his dedication to providing
quality products and services to the Corps of
Engineers and their customers.

Dennis has been a shining example of the
Corps of Engineers’ mission through his vi-
sionary leadership and exemplary managerial
style. These contributions include the design
and construction of numerous civil works
projects, mentoring and recognition of his em-
ployees, his “open door” policy, and imple-
menting and institutionalizing the Army Per-
formance Improvement Criteria (APIC).
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In addition to his professional responsibil-
ities, Dennis Kamper has built a legacy as a
model citizen and community leader. He is an
active member in his church and the Society
of American Military Engineers (SAME), a
strong supporter of Memphis District’'s Adopt-
a-School program, and a speaker at numerous
Career Day programs promoting the engineer-
ing profession.

Please join me in honoring Dennis Kamper
and wishing him the best in a well-deserved
retirement.

———

RECOGNIZING RYAN E. MOSE FOR
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE
SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Ryan E. Mose, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 374, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Ryan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Ryan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Ryan E. Mose for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. | am hon-
ored to represent Ryan in the United States
House of Representatives.

RECOGNIZING HEROISM

HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, | appre-
ciate this chance to recognize a true hero,
someone who put aside the natural reaction to
remain safe and instead risked his life to save
another.

Wesley Autrey recently demonstrated her-
oism at the subway station at 137th Street and
Broadway. Mr. Autrey was waiting with his two
children on the subway platform when he saw
a young man suffer a seizure and fall onto the
tracks.

Realizing that a train was approaching and
with no chance of helping the young man off
of the track, Mr. Autry jumped down onto the
tracks and placed his body on top of the victim
to protect him from the train. The train missed
Mr. Autry by mere inches and both emerged
unscathed.

In a world plagued by terrorism, indiffer-
ence, and selfishness, Mr. Autrey’s action
demonstrated a commitment to preserving life
and showed that we still have heroes among
us. | commend a real American hero, Wesley
Autrey.
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