CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

RECOGNIZING GRANT SAMPSON
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Grant Sampson, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 314, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Grant has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Grant has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Grant Sampson for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

CELEBRATING THE MEMORY OF
BARBARA McNAIR

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2007

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on Satur-
day, February 4, 2007, after a long battle with
throat cancer, pioneering singer and actress
Barbara McNair passed away. | rise today to
remember and memorialize this important
American.

Born March 4, 1934, in Racine, Wisconsin,
Ms. McNair began performing at an early age.
Encouraged by a family that saw her potential,
Barbara McNair began singing at 5 years old
in the local churches. She would later go on
to study at the American Conservatory of
Music in Chicago and thereafter attended the
University of California, Los Angeles, before
moving to New York City to pursue her dream
of becoming an entertainer.

A 1957 engagement at New York’s Village
Vanguard earned her the notice which would
eventually lead to her first Broadway perform-
ance in the play “The Body Beautiful” a year
later. She went on to star in the Broadway
musical “No Strings” in 1963. While Barbara
McNair continued to gain a following as a
nightclub singer throughout the early 1960s,
her big break came with a win on Arthur
Godfrey’s television show, Talent Scouts. Her
appearance on the show led to bookings at
The Purple Onion and the Cocoanut Grove.
Reviewing a nightclub appearance in late
1965, a New York Times writer commented
that the “strikingly beautiful” McNair “does not
have to depend on looks alone. She is a high-
ly knowledgeable performer who projects an
aura of beauty, a warm personality and an ap-
pealing sense of fun.” She soon became one
of the country’s most popular headliners and a
guest on such television variety shows as The
Steve Allen Show, Hullabaloo, The Bell Tele-

phone Hour, and The Hollywood Palace, while
recording for the Coral, Signature, and
Motown labels.

Towards the end of the 1960s, as opportuni-
ties were opening up for African-American
women in film and television, Barbara McNair
made her Hollywood acting debut in 1968 in
the film, “If He Hollers, Let Him Go.” The fol-
lowing year she starred with Elvis Presley in
his 1969 film “Change of Habit” and as Sid-
ney Poitier's wife in the 1970 film “They Call
Me MISTER Tibbs!” As she told the Wash-
ington Post in 1969, she found movie acting
“a more rewarding kind of work than singing.
When I'm working in a club, | must go from
one song to another rapidly and | don’t have
much time to express myself emotionally. In a
movie, you can concentrate on one scene at
a time.”

In 1969, Barbara McNair expanded her love
of performing onscreen by becoming the host
of her own syndicated variety series, The Bar-
bara McNair Show. While the show was on
the air for only two seasons, as one of the few
television shows of the period to have a black
host, it marked a tremendous step forward for
African-Americans in general and African-
American women in specific.

Barbara McNair retained a devoted following
and continued to perform until shortly before
her passing. While Ms. McNair is no longer
with us, her music and contributions to break-
ing down the race and gender barriers on tele-
vision live on.

———
BAINBRIDGE ISLAND JAPANESE

AMERICAN MONUMENT ACT OF
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 6, 2007

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of H.R. 161, to adjust the
boundary of the Minidoka Internment National
Monument in Idaho to include the Nidoto Nai
Yoni (“Let it not happen again”) memorial.
This memorial commemorates the Japanese
Americans of Bainbridge Island, Washington,
who were the first to be forcibly removed from
their homes and relocated to internment
camps during World War 1.

In 1942, 120,000 people of Japanese an-
cestry were forcibly removed from their homes
and placed in internment camps—two-thirds of
these were American citizens, none of which
had ever shown disloyalty to the American
cause. Forced to live under harsh conditions,
the last internment camp closed 4 long years
later.

These innocent Americans were treated un-
justly by their own government during a time
of war, simply because of their national origin,
and such a crime against them must not go
unnoticed. The memorial is rightly named with
the words, “Let it not happen again,” for it is
important to remember the past mistakes of
our government in an effort to avoid future
ones.

As we recognize this, we must strive to en-
sure that all Americans know about these mis-
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takes to prevent their repetition. H.R. 161
helps accomplish this by requiring the Sec-
retary of the Interior to coordinate the develop-
ment of interpretive and educational materials
and programs regarding the Bainbridge Island
Japanese Americans.

In times of war it may be easy to get carried
away and put labels on those around us, as-
suming what their political ideals are based
solely on their national origin or religious back-
ground. But as we have seen in World War I,
such assumptions are unjust and can lead to
disastrous consequences for a group of indi-
viduals.

| thank my colleague, Mr. INSLEE, for intro-
ducing this important legislation, to ensure that
we never let such unjust practices occur in
this great Nation again. | urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting this resolution.

———

HONORING THE TOWN OF WOL-
COTT ON ITS 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2007

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of the 200th anniver-
sary of the town of Wolcott. This small town
rests on the shore of Lake Ontario and cur-
rently has a population just under 4,700.

Named after Gov. Oliver Wolcott of Massa-
chusetts, Wolcott was founded in 1807. The
original town of Wolcott included what are now
the present day towns of Huron, Rose, Butler,
and Wolcott. At that time, the area was part of
Seneca County.

In 1806, one of Wolcott’s first settlers, Jona-
than Melvin, purchased 500 acres in what
would eventually become the village of Wol-
cott. Mr. Melvin built a gristmill and sawmill
along with a frame house for his family, which
he painted black. Known to be a very gen-
erous man, Mr. Melvin donated land for the
construction of a local school and church.

One of the landmarks of Wolcott is the stat-
ue of Venus Rising from the Sea. In 1913 the
statue was placed at the four corners in Wol-
cott at the site of the old town pump. Con-
structed of cast iron, the fountain has been a
landmark in Wolcott for over eight decades.
Venus Rising from the Sea is one of only eight
such statues in America.

Production of iron was one of Wolcott's
early main industries. The town was one of
the two principle locations of the iron industry
for western New York. The Wolcott furnace
was located north of the village of Wolcott
along the west bank of Wolcott Creek, on
what is now Furnace Road. The Wolcott fur-
nace was put into operation in 1821. The iron
was formed into castings and hauled to Clyde,
once the Erie Canal was constructed and
began serving as the major transportation hub
for bringing Wayne County products to market.
The furnace remained operational until 1869
when the last run of iron making in Wolcott
was completed. Today, Wolcott’s main indus-
tries are fruit farming and food processing.

On behalf of the constituents of the 25th
District of New York, | congratulate the town of
Wolcott on its 200th anniversary.
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HONORING JAMES A. MICHENER

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2007

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to one of
America’s most prominent 20th century au-
thors, James A. Michener.

Born on February 3, 1907 and raised in
Doylestown, PA by his adopted family, this
great man would have been 100 years old this
weekend and | find it fitting to commemorate
his great contributions to our society on this
day.

The author of over 40 great works, Mich-
ener is one of the United States’ most impor-
tant literary figures and one of the 8th district’s
most notable sons. His most famous work,
Tales of the South Pacific, was based on his
experiences while serving in the U.S. Navy
during World War |l. This descriptive account
of soldiers’ lives during the war was awarded
the Pulitzer Prize in 1948 for its great ability to
show the human side of war.

Throughout his career, Madam Speaker, Mr.
Michener continued to explore the human side
of our American experience with many stirring
novels, including The Bridges at Toko-Ri,
Alaska, Chesapeake, and Centennial. These
excellent glimpses into our national history
and character illustrate the genius of Mr. Mich-
ener, who in 1977 was awarded the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, our nation’s highest
civilian honor.

Although most of his works were literary,
Mr. Michener was truly a man of the world, a
citizen servant, and a promoter of the arts.

Madam Speaker, from running for Congress
in 1962, to serving on the Advisory board for
NASA, to his appointment as cultural ambas-
sador to numerous countries, Mr. Michener
has left an indelible mark on our Nation.

Indeed, he has also left a strong mark on
the 8th district of Pennsylvania, where he do-
nated large sums of money directed to the
promotion of the arts. In 1988, the James A.
Michener Art Museum opened in Doylestown,
PA, promising to preserve and display the rich
artistic heritage of the Bucks County region.
With the help of many donors who shared in
Mr. Michener's vision this museum stands
today as one of the great collections of Penn-
sylvanian art.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in commemorating this fixture of American
literary history. Truly, James A. Michener was
an experienced traveler, a dedicated citizen
and an inspiring writer.

In commemoration of the centennial of his
birth, 1 am proud and honored to remind this
body of his many contributions to our Nation.

———

REINTRODUCTION OF THE COLO-
RADO NORTHERN FRONT RANGE
MOUNTAIN BACKDROP PROTEC-
TION STUDY ACT

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2007

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
today | am again introducing the Colorado
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Northern Front Range Mountain Backdrop
Protection Study Act. | introduced similar bills
in the 107th and 108th Congresses, and last
year the legislation was passed by the House
but the Senate did not complete action on it
before the end of the 109th Congress.

The bill is intended to help local commu-
nities identify ways to protect the Front Range
Mountain Backdrop in the northern sections of
the Denver-metro area, especially the region
just west of the Rocky Flats Environmental
Technology site. The Arapaho-Roosevelt Na-
tional Forest includes much of the land in this
backdrop area, but there are other lands in-
volved as well.

Rising dramatically from the Great Plains,
the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains pro-
vides a scenic mountain backdrop to many
communities in the Denver metropolitan area
and elsewhere in Colorado. The portion of the
range within and adjacent to the Arapaho-
Roosevelt National Forest also includes a di-
verse array of wildlife habitats and provides
many opportunities for outdoor recreation. The
open-space character of this mountain back-
drop is an important esthetic and economic
asset for adjoining communities, making them
attractive locations for homes and businesses.
But rapid population growth in the northern
Front Range area of Colorado is increasing
recreational use of the Arapaho-Roosevelt Na-
tional Forest and is also placing increased
pressure for development of other lands within
and adjacent to that national forest.

We can see this throughout Colorado and
especially along the Front Range. Homes and
shopping centers are sprawling up valleys and
along highways that feed into the Front
Range. This development then spreads out
along the ridges and mountain tops that make
up the backdrop. We are in danger of losing
to development many of the qualities that
have helped attract new residents. So, it is im-
portant to better understand what steps might
be taken to avoid or lessen that risk—and this
bill is designed to help us do just that.

Already, local governments and other enti-
ties have provided important protection for
portions of this mountain backdrop, especially
in the northern Denver-metro area. However,
some portions of the backdrop in this part of
Colorado remain unprotected and are at risk
of losing their open-space qualities. This bill
acknowledges the good work of the local com-
munities to preserve open spaces along the
backdrop and aims to assist further efforts
along the same lines.

The bill does not interfere with the authority
of local authorities regarding land use plan-
ning. It also does not infringe on private prop-
erty rights. Instead, it will bring the land pro-
tection experience of the Forest Service to the
table to assist local efforts to protect areas
that comprise the backdrop. The bill envisions
that to the extent the Forest Service should be
involved with federal lands, it will work in col-
laboration with local communities, the state
and private parties.

Madam Speaker, | strongly believe it is in
the national interest for the Federal Govern-
ment to assist local communities to identify
ways to protect the mountain backdrop in this
part of Colorado. The backdrop beckoned set-
tlers westward and presented an imposing im-
pediment to their forward progress that sug-
gested similar challenges ahead. This first ex-
posure to the harshness and humbling maj-
esty of the Rocky Mountain West helped de-
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fine a region. The pioneers’ independent spirit
and respect for nature still lives with us to this
day. We need to work to preserve it by pro-
tecting the mountain backdrop as a cultural
and natural heritage for ourselves and genera-
tions to come. For the information of our col-
leagues, | am attaching a fact sheet about this
bill.

COLORADO NORTHERN FRONT RANGE
MOUNTAIN BACKDROP PROTECTION STUDY ACT

Generally: The bill would help local com-
munities preserve the Front Range Mountain
Backdrop in the northern sections of the
Denver-metro area in a region generally west
of the Rocky Flats Environmental Tech-
nology site.

Front Range Mountain Backdrop: The
backdrop consists of the mountainous foot-
hills, the Continental Divide and the peaks
in between that create the striking visual
backdrop of the Denver-metro area and
throughout Colorado. Development in the
Denver-metro area is encroaching in the
Front Range backdrop area, and thus ad-
versely affecting the esthetic, wildlife, open
space and recreational qualities of this geo-
graphic feature. Now is the time to shape the
future of this part of the Front Range. There
is a real but fleeting opportunity to protect
both protect Rocky Flats—a ‘‘crown jewel”
of open space and wildlife habitat—and to as-
sist local communities to protect the scenic,
wildlife, and other values of the mountain
backdrop.

What the bill does:

Study and Report: The bill requires the
Forest Service to study the ownership pat-
terns of the lands comprising the Front
Range Mountain Backdrop in a region gen-
erally west of Rocky Flats, identify areas
that are open and may be at risk of develop-
ment, and recommend to Congress how these
lands might be protected and how the federal
government could help local communities
and residents to achieve that goal.

Lands Covered: The bill identifies the
lands in southern Boulder, northern Jeffer-
son and eastern Gilpin Counties in the Sec-
ond Congressional District; specifically, an
area west of Rocky Flats and west of High-
way 93, south of Boulder Canyon, east of the
Peak-to-Peak Highway, and north of the
Golden Gate Canyon State Park road.

What the bill would not do:

Affect Local Planning: The bill is designed
to complement existing local efforts to pre-
serve open lands in this region west of Rocky
Flats. It will not take the place of—nor dis-
rupt—these existing local efforts.

Affect Private Property Rights: The bill
merely authorizes a study. It will not affect
any existing private property rights.

————
SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND

IDEALS OF NATIONAL BLACK
HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 5, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
urge my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to fully support the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. In
2005, African Americans accounted for nearly
50 percent of all new HIV infections, despite
representing nearly twelve percent of the total
population. The HIV/AIDS infection rate
among Black men is six times that of white
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