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to engage in gambling in Indiana, or with a
person located in Indiana, is a felony under
Indiana law.

Last year, in response to the growth of the
Internet gambling problem, Congress passed
the Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforce-
ment Act of 2006, UIGEA, which has effec-
tively driven many illicit gambling opera-
tors from the U.S. marketplace. But now,
less than a year later, H.R. 2046 proposes to
do the opposite, by replacing state regula-
tions with a federal licensing program that
would permit Internet gambling operators to
engage in business with U.S. customers. The
Department of Treasury would alone decide
who would receive federal licenses and
whether the holders of those licenses were
complying with their terms. This would rep-
resent the first time in history that the fed-
eral government would be responsible for
issuing gambling licenses.

Furthermore, a federal license under H.R.
2046 would supersede any state enforcement
action because, as written, this bill grants a
‘“‘safe harbor’’ defense against any prosecu-
tion or enforcement under any state or fed-
eral law to any person who possesses a valid
license and complies with the requirements
of H.R. 2046. In other words, any gambling
operator who obtains a license from the
Treasury Department and follows the re-
quirements of H.R. 2046 would be excused
from criminal charges.

Essentially, the bill would legalize Inter-
net gambling in each state, unless the gov-
ernor of a state clearly specifies the exist-
ence of a current state restriction e.g., an ex-
isting state law) barring Internet gambling.
On that basis, a state may ‘‘opt out” of the
legalization of Internet gambling or certain
types of gambling. However, this opt-out
provision is problematic because it does not
clearly preserve the right of states to place
conditions on legal types of gambling. H.R.
2046 also does not grant Indiana any right to
challenge a licensing decision by the Treas-
ury Department or bring an enforcement ac-
tion against a gambling operator who cir-
cumvents Indiana’s prohibition on Internet
gambling.

In addition, even if Indiana exercises this
opt-out and Indiana’s ban on Internet gam-
bling remains in effect, the opt-out provision
of H.R. 2046 will likely be challenged before
the World Trade Organization (“WTO”) as a
violation of U.S. trade agreements. In recent
years, the WTO has ruled against the U.S. in
disputes pertaining to free trade in gambling
services. Accordingly, if the WTO strikes
down the state opt-out provision as unduly
restrictive of trade, then it is likely that we
will see a significant expansion of legalized
gambling in the U.S. and the preemption of
state laws prohibiting or restricting Internet
gambling.

I ask that you reject H.R. 2046 and any
other proposals that would undermine Indi-
ana’s ban on Internet gambling.

Sincerely,
MITCHELL E. DANIELS, Jr.,
Governor, State of Indiana.

———

RECOGNIZING MABROOKA
CHAUDHRY FOR RECEIVING THE
MILKEN NATIONAL EDUCATOR
AWARD

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Ms. Mabrooka Chaudhry,
an outstanding educator who has been se-
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lected to receive the Milken National Educator
Award.

The Milken National Educator Award is
given to outstanding elementary and sec-
ondary school teachers, principals, and other
education professionals. The recipients must
demonstrate exceptional educational talent
through their instructional practices and stu-
dent learning results in the classroom and the
school. They must also represent themselves
as leaders who engage and inspire students,
colleagues, and the community.

Ms. Mabrooka Chaudhry, a social studies
teacher at Atholton High School in Columbia,
Maryland, has proven her ability in all of these
areas. She empowers her students to debate
and explore ideas in a safe, student-centered
environment. Through online discussion
groups and extensive writing assignments, she
encourages students to articulate their ideas
while improving their overall academic per-
formance. Her students consistently perform
well on the district’s quarterly assessments in
U.S. History, and 100 percent of her 2005-06
students earned a three or above on the AP
American Government exam. She is currently
serving as the U.S. History Curriculum Team
Coordinator, and has facilitated the Multicul-
tural Club, the Human Rights Awareness Club
and the Muslim Student Association.

Ms. Chaudhry’s love of her profession and
the students that she teaches is evidenced by
the energy she puts into her work and the
achievements of her students. As someone
who has been active and keenly interested in
education policy throughout my professional
life, | have the utmost respect for teachers like
Ms. Chaudhry; she represents the passion
and commitment of so many others across
Maryland and the Nation who are working ex-
tremely hard to educate our children. As we
work to rewrite the No Child Left Behind Act,
the Congress ought to be doing all it can to
provide these dedicated men and women with
a law and the resources to empower this com-
mitment and passion.

Madam Speaker. | want to again offer con-
gratulations to Ms. Mabrooka Chaudhry, who
has been recognized as an outstanding edu-
cator and will receive the Milken National Edu-
cator Award.

TRIBUTE TO PHILIP GIERS

HON. DAN BOREN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Mr. BOREN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the service and dedication of
Philip Giers on the occasion of his retirement.

Philip has worked at the Veterans Adminis-
tration for 37 years and on January 3rd he will
retire after an impressive career. Fresh out of
college, he began his service in West Haven,
CT at the brand-new Blind Rehabilitation Cen-
ter. Philip, a highly skilled woodworker, taught
industrial arts to the blind. He then received
his Masters degree in Special Education and
started teaching cane travel and electronic
mobility aids for the blind, where he became
instrumental in the development of laser cane
use and binaural sensory aid. In June of 1975,
Phil and his wife, Christine, moved to North-
ampton, Massachusetts where he became
Chief of Blind Rehabilitation at the Eastern
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Blind Rehabilitation Clinic in Leeds, which cov-
ered the entire eastern seaboard (as far east
as the Mississippi River) and Puerto Rico.
When the Blind Rehab Clinic was finally
closed, Phil continued his work in public serv-
ice in the Northampton VAMC’s Human Re-
sources Department and later in Pittsfield, MA
where he was given the task of opening a
sheltered workshop for veterans. He will end
his long, award-winning career as manager of
the sheltered workshop in Leeds VAMC,
where he has worked to expand the influence
of the work of veterans throughout western
Massachusetts.

Phil's achievements and prominence has
touched millions of people here in Wash-
ington, DC, as well: he was consulted in the
development of our Metro system. He was
also consulted in the development of the elec-
tric car and was called upon by Australia and
several African nations on handicap accessi-
bility issues.

Phil's dedication to helping the blind extends
to his life outside of the office as well. He has
been a member of Lions International since
1986 and has held several leadership posi-
tions, including president. The Lions Club is
an advocate for bettering the lives of those
with vision problems and Phil has worked tire-
lessly to further their cause on the local, State,
national and international levels. Besides his
work with the Lions Club he has been an ac-
tive member of his church, Saint Mary’s, for
28 years and has also served in leadership
positions in Business Networking International.
He is also an active blood donor, having do-
nated 152 pints of blood over the past 37
years.

Phil is a respected leader in his community
and a dedicated family man. He has been a
loving husband to Christine for 34 years and
father to Erica. While he will miss his work,
Phil is looking forward to working more in his
antique business, traveling with his wife and
playing golf. We are all grateful for his service
and wish him the best in his retirement.

———

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM HAROLD
DENSMORE

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and pay tribute to an individual
whose dedication and contributions to the
community of Riverside, California are excep-
tional. Riverside has been fortunate to have
dynamic and dedicated community leaders
who willingly and unselfishly give their time
and talent and make their communities a bet-
ter place to live and work. William “Bill”
Densmore is one of these individuals. On Jan-
uary 12, 2008 he will be honored at a retire-
ment dinner.

Bill was born October 17, 1945 in Turlock,
California and he was raised in the small town
of Newman, California with a population of
2,500. He graduated from the prestigious Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley in 1967. Bill also
attended Hastings College of the Law from
1967 to 1969. Bill served his country honor-
ably in the United States Coast Guard from
1969 to 1973. In 1973, he was employed by
the Riverside County Department of Veterans
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where he is now retiring from after 34 years of
excellent service. He became Director of the
Department in 1989.

Bill has achieved many successes during
his time as Director—not only for the Riverside
County Department of Veterans but for the en-
tire community of Riverside. He founded the
Interagency Coalition on Homeless Veterans
and hosted ten annual Homeless Veterans
Care Fairs to publicize the plight of homeless-
ness. Bill remains active as an advocate for
homeless veterans, serving on the City’s
Homeless Task Force, the FEMA Local Board,
and advocating with the JPA at March Air
Force Base for a permanent facility for U.S.
vets, and homeless veterans service provider.
Bill also founded the Riverside National Ceme-
tery’s (RNC) Memorial Honor Detail, an all-vol-
unteer organization providing military honors
for veteran burials at RNC. Bill founded Vets
Express, a free transportation service for vet-
erans traveling from Blythe and the Coachella
Valley to the VA Medical Center in Loma
Linda. He worked to name a stretch of I-10
the Veterans’ Memorial Freeway and success-
fully advocated for the placement of three VA
Outpatient Clinics in Riverside County. Bill
also founded the Annual Salute to Veterans’
Parade in the City of Riverside.

Bill has worked on several memorials and
monuments task forces, including the Villegas
Memorial, the Riverside County Wall of Honor,
the Riverside County Veterans’ Memorial, and
the monuments and memorials at the River-
side National Cemetery. As a member of the
Veterans’ Advisory Committee, he instituted
the annual David Goldware Friend of the Vet-
eran Award, the Legislative Breakfast series,
and regular county-wide veterans’ benefits
workshops. Bill has advocated for and staged
events at RNC as a way of introducing RNC
to more Inland Empire residents.

Bill has also served on the GoRiverside
Committee to promote the use of public trans-
portation and he conducted the first county
and state veterans’ needs surveys, published
the results with the help of the San Bernardino
Veteran Service Officer, and distributed the
surveys statewide to elected officials and vet-
erans advocates and leaders. Bill continues to
serve on the Evergreen Memorial Cemetery
Committee to assist in restoration of this his-
toric landmark in the city of Riverside and has
served two four-year terms on the city of
Riverside’s Planning Commission.

Bill Densmore’s tireless passion for veterans
and community service has contributed im-
mensely to the betterment of the community of
Riverside, California. Bill has been the heart
and soul of our veterans community events
and | am proud to call him a fellow community
member, American and friend. | know that
many community members are grateful for his
service and salute him as he retires.

———

SALUTING MAYOR DENNIS
TRUDEAU AS HE PREPARES TO
RETIRE

HON. PAUL C. BROUN

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
today | wish to honor and pay tribute to a
faithful public servant in my 10th Congres-
sional District of Georgia.
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Dennis Trudeau has served Grovetown as
mayor for over 20 years, but his service for
the greater good has been a lifelong pursuit.
Mayor Trudeau is a patriot who served his
community, his country, and his world with dis-
tinction.

Before taking that first oath of office in 1988,
he served his resident country of Canada with
distinction in uniform. Trudeau grew up in
Canada and enlisted in the Canadian Army as
soon as he came of age. He was one of the
thousand of brave men who stormed the
beaches of Normandy and was even taken as
a prisoner of war. Mayor Trudeau later joined
the United States Army in July of 1946 and
after retiring from active duty in July of 1967
worked with the U.S. Army Signal School until
1984. He is a man of courage, dedication, and
strength.

It is obvious the people of Grovetown be-
lieved in Mayor Trudeau or they would not
have re-elected him time and time again. In a
newspaper editorial one resident wrote, “He
has lent dignity and restored a sense of pride
to the residents of Grovetown.” As the U.S.
Congressman of Georgia’s Tenth District, |
consider it an honor to represent this fine
leader and his dear town in Washington, DC.

Mr. Trudeau, we salute you and your serv-
ice and wish you the best as you embark on
the next phase of your life.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JIM MATHESON

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Mr. MATHESON. Madam Speaker, | missed
votes on December 11th and December 12th
2007 in order to attend the funeral of a close
family member, which was held in Utah.

Had | been present and voting, | would have
voted as follows: On rollcall vote No. 1142,
“aye,” on rollcall vote No. 1143, “aye,” on roll-
call vote No. 1144, “aye,” on rollcall vote No.
1145, “aye,” on rollcall vote No. 1146, “aye,”
on rollcall vote No. 1147, “aye,” on rollcall
vote No. 1148, “aye,” on rollcall vote No.
1149, “aye,” on rollcall vote No. 1150, “aye,”
on rollcall vote No. 1151, “aye,” on rollcall
vote No. 1152, “aye,” on rollcall vote No.
1153, “aye,” on rollcall vote No. 1154, “aye,”
on rollcall vote No. 1155, “aye.”

TRIBUTE TO JOYCE HAMLETT: A
WOMAN CONTINUING TO BLAZE
NEW TRAILS AS KEEPER OF THE
MACE

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker and
Members of Congress, as a Member of Con-
gress, | am moved by Ms. Joyce Hamlett's
trust in patience, trust in truth and trust that
God has planned a great path for her life. |
rise to ask you to join me in recognizing the
excellent service and continued professional
success of Ms. Joyce Hamlett, newly ap-
pointed Assistant Sergeant of Arms for the
U.S. House of Representatives.
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Congressional business begins when the
Mace is set, and ends when it is lifted. There
is one woman with the great responsibility to
ensure that the Mace is available for this his-
torical purpose. And, in times of emergency,
one woman guards the Mace and preserves
its protection.

Ms. Joyce Hamlett is the first African Amer-
ican woman to serve as the Keeper of the
Mace. Her moral upbringing prepared her for
this honorable position. Ms. Hamlett was
raised by her grandfather in a church commu-
nity that fostered the importance of honesty
and faith. Indeed, Ms. Hamlett’'s strong herit-
age has served as the guiding force through-
out her career on Capitol Hill.

In the early 1980s, Ms. Hamlett departed
Broadway, North Carolina and began her suc-
cessful professional journey alongside her
mother, Betty Pearson, at the Capitol Café.
Within five years, Ms. Hamlett rose to cook for
lawmakers upstairs in the Capitol Hill res-
taurant.

Her respectable interaction with lawmakers
continued when she went on to serve as ele-
vator operator under the Architect of the Cap-
itol. During that time, she formed long-lasting
friendships with many Members of Congress.

In the early 1990s, Ms. Hamlett interviewed
for the position of chamber security, and soon
after began to firmly enforce House rules on
the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. As chamber security, she was well-
known as one who worked hard to safeguard
the principles and rich tradition of the U.S.
House of Representatives.

Because of her excellent service, Ms.
Hamlett was promoted to her current position
as Keeper of the Mace. Ms. Hamlett is not
only Keeper of the Mace, but she is also
keeper of a strong moral foundation and keep-
er of the wisdom and principle represented by
the Mace’s solid-silver eagle.

Madam Speaker and Members of Congress,
| congratulate Ms. Joyce Hamlett, a woman
that continues to blaze new trails with distinc-
tion as Assistant Sergeant of Arms for the
U.S. House of Representatives.

————

THE ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP BE-
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES
AND RUSSIA

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to express my concerns about the eco-
nomic relationship between the U.S. and Rus-
sia, and to once again call on the Bush Ad-
ministration to exert pressure on Russia to rat-
ify its Bilateral Investment Treaty with the U.S.

In October | chaired a hearing in the Do-
mestic and International Monetary Policy,
Trade and Technology Subcommittee on the
U.S.-Russia economic relationship as it relates
to the financial losses U.S. shareholders suf-
fered as a result of the dissolution of the
Yukos Oil Company. During the 1990s, Yukos
was not only the largest private company in
Russia, it was also a model of corporate gov-
ernance that set an early example for other
Russian companies entering the global mar-
ket. Its chairman, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, was
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