E2600

earlier bill was prepared. It also contains
changes made in response to comments re-
ceived subsequent to the introduction of the
previous bill.

This legislation is not intended to make any
substantive changes in the law. As is typical
with the codification process, a number of
non-substantive revisions are made, including
the reorganization of sections into a more co-
herent overall structure, but these changes are
not intended to have any substantive effect.

The bill, along with a detailed section-by-
section explanation of the bill, can be found on
the Law Revision Counsel website at http./
uscode.house.gov/codification/
legislation.shtml.

The Committee on the Judiciary hopes to
act on this bill after providing an opportunity
for public review and comment. In addition to
sharing concerns with the Committee, inter-
ested persons are invited to submit comments
to Rob Sukol, Assistant Counsel, Office of the
Law Revision Counsel, U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, H2-304 Ford House Office Build-
ing, Washington, D.C. 20515-6711, (202)
226-2411.

——————

IN HONOR OF STEPHANIE C.
KOPELOUSOS

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 18, 2007

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in honor of Stephanie C.
Kopelousos, the Secretary of the Florida De-
partment of Transportation.

Throughout her nearly 15 year public serv-
ice career, Stephanie C. Kopelousos has
worked in both State and Federal public pol-
icy, with a particular emphasis in transpor-
tation. Her impressive rise to Florida’s Sec-
retary of Transportation is well deserved and
notable.

Stephanie C. Kopelousos is the first woman
to serve as Secretary of Transportation of
Florida. She oversees more than 7,000 em-
ployees and an annual budget of $8 billion. In
an industry so critical to our economy such as
transportation, it is sad that women are under-
represented. | hope that her status inspires
other women to follow in her success. | be-
lieve her leadership will fuel Florida’s contin-
ued economic growth and enhance Floridian’s
quality of life.

Secretary Kopelousos has served in several
capacities in Florida’s Department of Trans-
portation since 2001. Prior to becoming Sec-
retary, she was Interim Secretary and Chief of
Staff, providing day-to-day management and
directing legislative issues since December
2005. From 2001 to 2005, Secretary
Kopelousos served as the primary federal liai-
son for the Florida Departments of Transpor-
tation and Community Affairs in Washington,
D.C. Her policy portfolio included transpor-
tation, emergency management and disaster
relief, and housing.

Her career boasts helping Florida receive its
fair share of federal transportation funding as
federal liaison for Florida Department of
Transportation. In addition, her efforts during
two back-to-back hurricane seasons in 2004
and 2005 helped Florida receive significant
disaster-related assistance.
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A graduate of the University of Alabama
with a degree in Political Science, Secretary
Kopelousos has proven herself to be a great
asset to Florida’s transportation needs. | am
pleased to honor Stephanie C. Kopelousos for
her distinguished accomplishment and her
many years of outstanding service, and to
thank her for her extraordinary dedication to
the people of Florida.

———

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT E. SCHWENK,
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OF-
FICE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 18, 2007

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, as Chairman of the Joint Committee
on Printing, | would like to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize Mr. Robert E. Schwenk,
Managing Director of Plant Operations at the
Government Printing Office, who is retiring
next month following 45 years of dedicated
Federal service, most of it at the GPO in sup-
port of the Congress and Federal agencies.

Beginning as a GPO apprentice in 1962, Mr.
Schwenk rose through the ranks to become
Managing Director of Plant Operations in
2003. As Managing Director, he oversaw the
daily operation of GPO’s printing services, in-
cluding prepress, press, and binding services,
as well as the ancillary services supporting
them, including supply stores and engineering
functions. Employing approximately 1,200
skilled men and women, these operations are
responsible for producing the publications that
are essential to the legislative operations of
this House and the Senate in the discharge of
our constitutional obligations—the daily CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, bills, reports, hearings,
committee prints, and the host of other docu-
ments created as we conduct the people’s
business. Without them, there would be no
publicly accessible record of our work, no doc-
umentation for the media, judiciary, edu-
cational and research institutions, and the
American people to refer to and rely upon as
the foundation for our government of laws and
democracy. He also oversaw production of the
daily Federal Register and Code of Federal
Regulations, the annual Budget of the United
States, and other significant Federal docu-
ments, including U.S. passports.

One of the many fundamental changes in
GPO’s printing systems which took place dur-
ing Mr. Schwenk’s career was the develop-
ment of congressional and other Federal infor-
mation databases that could be used not only
for printing, but for online and other electronic
dissemination. Since 1986, when Mr. Schwenk
was appointed to head GPO’s electronic pho-
tocomposition division, he played a major role
in the development of GPO’s information tech-
nology operations, guiding successive genera-
tions of upgrades to GPQO’s prepress systems,
leading the implementation of computer-to-
plate technology, and assisting in GPQO’s tran-
sition to online dissemination in the 1990’s
with the creation of GPO Access, which quick-
ly became one of the Federal Government’s
largest and most heavily used Web sites.
GPO’s transition to these systems has im-
proved access to congressional information
immeasurably, and yielded significant savings
in congressional printing costs.
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Mr. Schwenk’s expertise in electronic sys-
tems and production operations were com-
bined in his most recent achievement at GPO,
in which he oversaw the implementation of
electronic chips in U.S. passports and man-
aged the growth in passport production from
approximately 11 million total in 2003 to more
than 2 million each month today. When the
demand for passports increased exponentially
over the past year, GPO quietly fulfilled its
role, increasing both its staffing and produc-
tivity to meet the State Department’s require-
ments. Mr. Schwenk leaves the GPO with the
staffing, equipment, and plans in place to
meet the future demand for this important doc-
ument.

During his career at the GPO, Mr. Schwenk
witnessed and participated in vast changes in
Federal printing operations, as the impact of
new technologies reduced GPO’s staffing
needs from its peak of nearly 8,500 in the
mid-1970’s to 2,300 today, while at the same
time leading to an explosion in the access to
Government information via the Internet. Dur-
ing that period, Mr. Schwenk saw history
being made-and helped record it for pos-
terity—at the GPO, as that office worked to
produce the official versions of the Warren Re-
port, historic civil rights and other legislation,
photographs of the first landing on the moon,
transcripts of hearings on Vietnam, Watergate,
and Iran-Contra, the report on the Challenger
space shuttle disaster, and many more.

Next month, he will retire from a long and
distinguished career of public service. | ask
my colleagues to join me in conveying our
thanks to Mr. Schwenk and best wishes for a
healthy and happy retirement.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MR. RONALD F.
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HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 18, 2007

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the career of Mr. Ronald F. Deaton.
Mr. Deaton retired December 1, 2007 from the
city of Los Angeles after 42 years of dedicated
service to the people of Los Angeles. While
Mr. Deaton is officially retiing as General
Manager of the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power (LADWP), the Nation’s larg-
est municipally owned utility, he spent 11
years as the Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA),
reporting directly to the Los Angeles City
Council. In this position he was the chief advi-
sor to the City Council and, with a staff of 50
professionals who researched and analyzed
public policy issues, played a leading role in
the critical decisions, actions and initiatives
facing the city of Los Angeles during that pe-
riod. He was one of the most clear-sighted, in-
telligent, and effective public servants | have
had the opportunity to engage with in my 35
years in elected office. | consider him a good
friend as well.

Mr. Deaton began his career in public serv-
ice for the city of Los Angeles in 1965, when
he first joined the LADWP and worked in
budget preparation and market research. From
there he moved to the City Administrative Of-
fice (CAO) in 1969, where again he was re-
sponsible for budget analysis and manage-
ment audits. In 1976, he accepted a position
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in the office of the Chief Legislative Analyst
(CLA). He continued his work on budget
issues affecting all the city departments. In ad-
dition, he oversaw the city’s State and Federal
legislative program.

In 1993, he was picked by the Council to be
the CLA. In that position he was given the
lead role in guiding the seismic rehabilitation
and restoration of the historic Los Angeles
City Hall and the Van Nuys City Hall. Addition-
ally, he provided analysis and guidance in
crafting the city’s response to such challenging
and complex issues as City Charter reform,
secession, energy deregulation and redis-
tricting.

Other programs which benefited from his in-
volvement and dedication included the Propo-
sition “O” bond measure for Stormwater and
Water Quality projects; Proposition K which
benefited parks and recreation programs for
young people; police and fire bonds for public
facilities; creation of the Grifith Park Festival of
Lights; relocation of the Children’s museum;
emergency rehabilitation and improvement of
the Los Angeles Zoo; coordination of the Na-
tional League of Cities convention in Los An-
geles; bringing the City Council’s information
technology into the 21st Century; Parker Cen-
ter replacement; the Police Consent Decree;
the downtown arena agreement; Los Angels
River improvement and beautification plan;
ethics legislation, and eleven balanced City
budgets.

Mr. Deaton’s dedication to public service
was complimented by a sense of humor and
his extraordinary ability to deal effectively,
ethically and creatively with the challenges be-
fore him. He brought these qualities with him
to the Department of Water and Power in
2004 when he was appointed to be the Gen-
eral Manager by the Mayor and confirmed by
the City Council. In that capacity he initiated
diversification of power generation resources;
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implemented significant infrastructure improve-
ments and operational efficiencies; enhanced
customer service and public outreach; and in-
creased education programs for school chil-
dren studying environmental issues.

A graduate of California State University at
Long Beach, with a B.A. degree in Economics,
Deaton holds an MBA degree from the Univer-
sity of Southern California. He and his wife,
Ellery, whom he met at LADWP in 1965, re-
side in Seal Beach, California. Their family in-
cludes four grown children and ten grand-
children.

HONORING PINNACLES 100TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 18, 2007

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Pinnacles
National Monument. The extraordinary geol-
ogy of the landscape has captured the imagi-
nation of Central California homesteaders,
ranchers, naturalists, and philanthropists since
the 1800s. A remnant volcano, the Pinnacles
Volcanic Formation of rocky fingers of stone,
talus caves, and lofty cliffs create a stark con-
trast to the smooth rolling hills of the sur-
rounding Gabilan Range.

More than 14,000 acres of congressionally
designated wilderness together with its mul-
tiple ecological niches provides the best re-
maining refuge for floral and faunal species
representative of the Central California Coast.
Located within the Pacific Flyway migratory
route, Pinnacles has the highest concentration
of nesting Prairie Falcons of any National Park
site, and provides a safe haven for 20 species
holding special Federal or State status.
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Pinnacles is the only National Park site with-
in the ancestral home range of the California
condor that releases and maintains this Na-
tion’s largest bird species. There are nearly
400 species of bees at Pinnacles, the highest
known bee diversity per unit area of any place
on Earth. The monument sustains a showcase
example of chaparral, a unique miniature for-
est ecosystem that elsewhere in coastal Cali-
fornia is losing ground to ever-increasing
urban expansion.

Life flourishes in the protective shadow of
this remnant volcano whose location along the
San Andreas fault zone has carried it nearly
195 miles northward from its place of origin
and contains the Nation’s largest talus caves.
Research on Pinnacles’ geology has helped
revolutionize the theory of plate tectonics.

In this landscape Pinnacles National Monu-
ment preserves natural and cultural resources
whose stories are woven into the fabric of this
Nation’s history and heritage. On January 16,
1908, under the authority of the newly created
Antiquities Act, Theodore Roosevelt pro-
claimed 2,080 acres of the Pinnacles National
Forest Reserve as Pinnacles National Monu-
ment. Today Pinnacles covers over 26,000
acres across both Monterey and San Benito
Counties. Surrounding lands are still grazed
by cattle, ridden by cowboys and vaqueros,
and farmed by descendants of the first settlers
who homesteaded the region.

Madam Speaker, | know the Members of
this House will join me in noting this important
milestone for Pinnacles National Monument: a
haven for solitude; a recreational getaway for
climbers, hikers and lovers of open space; a
springboard for personal journeys of enrich-
ment; and a continuing reminder of America’s
history preserved for future generations to
study and enjoy.
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