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This bill is the necessary implementing leg-

islation for Annex VI of that Convention. This 
legislation will provide the Coast Guard and 
the Environmental Protection Agency the au-
thority that they need to develop U.S. stand-
ards and enforce these requirements on the 
thousands of U.S.- and foreign-flag vessels 
that enter the United States each year from 
overseas. 

Everyone here recognizes the challenge 
that the world faces in combating global cli-
mate change. We must pursue all avenues in 
the effort to turn around the rising tempera-
tures on this planet. I am pleased that the 
International Maritime Organization stepped up 
to the plate and developed amendments to the 
International Convention for the Prevention of 
Pollution from Ships to regulate air pollution 
from ships. 

Last year, the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure favorably reported H.R. 
5811, the MARPOL Annex VI Implementation 
Act of 2006. This bill was subsequently added 
as an amendment to H.R. 5681, the Coast 
Guard Authorization Act of 2006, and passed 
the House on October 28, 2006. 

The bill that Mr. CUMMINGS and I introduce 
today is very similar to H.R. 5811. Pursuant to 
requests by the Administration, the bill allows 
the Environmental Protection Agency (‘‘EPA’’) 
and the Coast Guard to enforce the standards. 
The Coast Guard acknowledges that the EPA 
has far more experience than it does on air 
quality emission standards. However, it is im-
portant for the EPA to develop the standards 
jointly with Coast Guard because of the Coast 
Guard’s expertise regarding vessel safety 
issues. 

I am hopeful that the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure will report this bill 
to the House very quickly and that the House 
will have an opportunity to consider the bill in 
the coming weeks. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank 
our new Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation, Mr. 
CUMMINGS, for his contributions in developing 
this bill. 

I urge my colleagues to join us in supporting 
the Maritime Pollution Prevention Act of 2007. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 5, 2007 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, I re-
gret that I was unavoidably detained on 
Wednesday, January 24, 2007, and missed 
rollcall no. 56. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY PROCUREMENT REFORM 
ACT OF 2007 

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. CARNEY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 5, 2007 

Mr. CARNEY. Madam Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security purchases $10 bil-
lion worth of goods and services per year. Un-

fortunately, the Department’s procurement 
process is rife with problems that need to be 
addressed. Whether buying ice to aid disaster 
victims or cameras and sensors to secure our 
borders, the Department has struggled. The 
bill I am introducing today is a first step toward 
addressing some of the Department’s most 
pressing needs in this area. It is an outgrowth 
of the excellent bi-partisan work spearheaded 
during the last Congress by then-Chairman 
MIKE ROGERS of Alabama and then-Ranking 
Member KENDRICK MEEK in the Subcommittee 
on Management, Integration, and Oversight of 
the Committee on Homeland Security. 

Specifically, this bill requires regular pro-
curement training for the Department’s acqui-
sition employees and the development of 
courses for both new and experienced em-
ployees. To assist the Chief Procurement Offi-
cer in developing policies and curriculum for 
the training, it establishes a ‘‘Council on Pro-
curement Training’’ made up of eight compo-
nent-level chief procurement officers in the 
Department. In order to ensure that training 
occurs as required, the Chief Procurement Of-
ficer is required annually to submit a report on 
training activities to the Secretary. 

Selection of able and responsible contrac-
tors is, of course, crucial to any procurement 
success. To that end, this bill puts new re-
quirements on the Department to review the 
past performance of all offerors seeking con-
tracts. And to ensure that all contractors are 
on an equal playing field, it requires offerors to 
provide information concerning any role the of-
feror or its employees played in developing a 
contract solicitation or similar document. Fur-
ther, if an offeror is delinquent or in default on 
any payment of tax, the bill requires offerors to 
disclose this information. 

The bill also directly addresses one area 
that requires particular attention, the use of 
purchase cards. A Goverment Accountability 
Office (GAO) review released this past July re-
vealed a disturbing lack of guidance and con-
trols over their use. It highlighted potential inci-
dents of fraud, waste, and abuse that could 
run into the millions of dollars. To address this 
problem, the bill directs the Department to de-
velop and quickly disseminate Department- 
wide guidance concerning the use of such 
cards. Finally, the bill directs the GAO to issue 
a report on the contracting processes of the 
Department within six months of enactment. 

This bill will not solve all of the problems of 
the Department’s procurement operations. It 
will, however, start the process of reform that 
is badly needed. 
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MEASURE Y: IRAQ WAR ADVISORY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 5, 2007 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in agreement with the 
wishes of 19,290 voters in Mendocino County, 
California concerning the United States mili-
tary engagement in Iraq. 

On November 8, 2006, Measure Y: Iraq War 
Advisory was on the ballot in Mendocino 
County. The measure asked the following: 
Should the United States end the military oc-
cupation of Iraq and bring the troops home 
now? It passed by 67.17 percent of the vote. 

Madam Speaker, the voters who approved 
Measure Y know what has been evident for 
some time—we need to begin redeployment of 
the United States military forces out of Iraq. 
As of today, 3,056 brave American service-
men and women have been killed in Iraq and 
over 23,000 have been wounded. We must re-
deploy our troops as quickly and safely as 
possible while putting an emphasis on diplo-
macy and shifting security responsibilities to 
the Iraqi people. 

The President has already spent close to 
half a trillion dollars on war spending and he 
has called for more troops and more money, 
but the results of our efforts have been to en-
danger American lives, and worsen living con-
ditions for Iraqis. It is time to bring our troops 
home. The will of the American people is in-
disputable. They want a swift end to the U.S. 
involvement in Iraq. 

Madam Speaker, in accordance with the 
wish of my constituents, I submit this advisory 
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR THE EDUCATE ACT 

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 5, 2007 

Ms. HOOLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to urge my colleagues to support the EDU-
CATE Act that Congressman VAN HOLLEN in-
troduced today on behalf of myself and Con-
gressman MIKE FERGUSON. I believe that this 
bill is one of the most important pieces of leg-
islation that will be introduced in this chamber 
this year because it speaks to the Federal 
Government keeping a promise to children. 

When Congress passed the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act of 1975, we made a 
commitment to our country’s special education 
students. By providing only half of the prom-
ised funding in recent years, the Federal Gov-
ernment has passed on another unfunded 
mandate to States and local school districts 
and failed to honor our promise that students 
with special education needs deserve the best 
education possible. 

Despite the fact that current law requires the 
Federal Government to match State IDEA 
costs at 40 percent, the President’s budget in 
recent years has included funding for less 
than half of the Federal Government’s IDEA 
obligation. Budgeting shortfalls at the federal 
level and the rising cost of special education 
have forced local school districts to assume a 
larger percentage of the funding burden. As a 
result, they have had to seek out alternative 
funding sources such as higher taxes or di-
verting monies from other educational initia-
tives in order to comply with IDEA require-
ments. 

Now I know that many of my colleagues 
have been angered with the funding that IDEA 
has received in the past few years, and a few 
of them have introduced their own legislation 
to correct this funding shortfall. But I believe 
that the EDUCATE Act is the most fiscally re-
sponsible funding solution that has been of-
fered. In the current fiscal climate and with the 
PAYGO requirements that have been put in 
place, this legislation offers the most respon-
sible means of achieving our goals. It will do 
no good if we succeed in providing these chil-
dren with a quality education and then leave 
them a country in financial ruin. 
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I am proud to have been involved in the 

crafting of this legislation and I hope that my 
colleagues will support it. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ISRAEL ‘‘IZZIE’’ 
BARLAS 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 5, 2007 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Israel ‘‘Izzie’’ Barlas who 
passed away on January 23, 2007. Izzie led a 
long and full life, married for 59 years to He-
lene, raising his son Lance, and cherishing his 
two grandsons. 

The youngest of six children born to Rus-
sian immigrants Max and Esther Barlas, Izzie 
was raised in Petaluma, California and at-
tended Santa Rosa Junior College. He was a 
world traveler, but always came home to 
Petaluma the ‘‘best place to live, work and 
raise a family’’. 

Izzie and his two brothers co-owned Barlas 
Feeds, founded by their father. The feed and 
livestock store began by supplying to local 
farmers, but the business grew to include 
shipments as far away as the South Pacific. 
Those business interests developed from 
Izzie’s tour of duty as a U.S. Marine stationed 
in the South Pacific during World War II. 

The years spent with the Marine Corp held 
a sense of pride for Izzie. He took part in four 
major battles: Guam, Bougainville, Guadal-
canal, and Iwo Jima. He was present at the 
flag raising on Iwo Jima, a defining moment of 
the Pacific battles, captured on film and made 
into a Marine Corps War Memorial in Wash-
ington, DC. 

Izzie became active in politics in the 1950s 
when the state legislature considered a bill re-
quiring all chickens be sold with the head and 
feet off and eviscerated. The Jewish farmers 
in Petaluma, many of whom were customers 
of Barlas Feeds, were selling their chickens 
‘‘New York dressed’’ (with the head and feet 
on and not eviscerated). To oppose the bill, 
Izzie drove carloads of farmers to meet with 
committee members. Each member was given 
a roaster and asked to cook and eat it before 
deciding it was not healthy. An amendment 
passed to allow ‘‘New York Dressed’’ chick-
ens. Thus began his career as a poultry indus-
try lobbyist. 

Not satisfied with only meeting with elected 
officials, Izzie decided to make change from 
within. He ran and was successfully elected to 
the local Democratic Central Committee, 
founded the Petaluma Democratic Club, and 
became a delegate to the California Demo-
cratic Council. In 2004, the Sonoma County 
Democratic Central Committee honored him 
as the Democrat of the Year. He also became 
active with the Congress of Democratic Farm-
ers, which led to his relationship with Presi-
dent John Kennedy and an appointment to the 
National Agricultural Advisory Committee. He 
fondly recalled visits to the White House 
pressroom denying reporters his identity, leav-
ing them wondering who he was and his im-
portance. 

Madam Speaker, it is with sadness that I 
honor Israel ‘‘Izzie’’ Barlas, who fought and 
worked for his country. He touched many lives 
in his 84 years as a role model and inspiration 
as a mover and shaker. 

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION HON-
ORING THE ARCHITECTURAL 
PROFESSION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 5, 2007 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today 
I am introducing a resolution which recognizes 
the contributions of the architectural profession 
during National Architecture Week. The archi-
tectural profession has made unique contribu-
tions to the history, texture, and quality of life 
in the United States. Through advances in 
building technology and design innovation, ar-
chitects are vital to the creation of commu-
nities which are safe, livable and sustainable. 

This year is the 150th Anniversary of the 
founding of the American Institute of Archi-
tects, which signifies the founding of the orga-
nized architectural profession. This bill will 
honor and celebrate the work of the approxi-
mately 281,000 individuals in the United 
States who create the structures we cherish 
and towns we treasure. The bill additionally re-
quests that the President issue a proclamation 
calling upon the people of the United States to 
recognize and celebrate National Architecture 
Week beginning April 8th. 

f 

THE PREVENTION FIRST ACT 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 5, 2007 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, today, 
I am again proud to introduce the Prevention 
First Act. By emphasizing prevention first, my 
bill will help protect women’s reproductive 
health, reduce unintended pregnancies, de-
crease the spread of STDs, and give women 
the tools they need to make the best decisions 
possible for themselves. The Prevention First 
Act will help to achieve these goals by pro-
viding comprehensive access to all forms of 
contraception and sex education. 

Throughout the years, conservative leaders 
have sought to limit women’s rights and free-
doms by imposing stricter penalties on doctors 
who help women faced with an unintended 
pregnancy. At the same time, these leaders 
have done very little to ensure that millions of 
unintended pregnancies and sexually trans-
mitted diseases (STDs) are prevented in the 
first place. If they are opposed to abortion, if 
they support women’s health, and if they be-
lieve that the right to choose when to start a 
family should apply to all women, no matter 
their economic or social situation, then they 
should be in favor of this bill. 

It has been more than 40 years since the 
Supreme Court said women had the right to 
access contraception. This decision was revo-
lutionary, for the first time allowing women to 
choose when to become pregnant and how 
many children to have. Access to contracep-
tion greatly enhanced women’s equality in 
American Society. 

It also helps to ameliorate economic dispari-
ties among women. The social and economic 
realities surrounding contraception could not 
be starker. Many poor and low-income women 
cannot afford to purchase contraceptive serv-

ices and supplies on their own. About 1 in 5 
women of reproductive age were uninsured in 
2003, and that proportion has increased by 
10% since 2001. Half of all women who are 
sexually active, but do not want to get preg-
nant, need publicly funded services to help 
them access public health programs like Med-
icaid and Title X, the national family planning 
program. These programs provide high-quality 
family planning services and other preventive 
health care, such as pap smears, to under-
insured or uninsured individuals who may oth-
erwise lack access to health care and alter-
native options for birth control. What’s more, 
each year, publicly funded family planning 
services help women to prevent an estimated 
one million unplanned pregnancies and 
630,000 abortions. Despite the obvious bene-
fits they bring, these programs are currently 
struggling to meet the growing demand for 
subsidized family planning services without 
corresponding increases in funding. The Pre-
vention First Act authorizes funding for Title X 
clinics and strengthens states’ coverage of 
Medicaid family planning services. 

Contraception is, of course, more than a 
means of fighting economic inequalities. It also 
provides a way to save scarce public health 
dollars. For every $1 spent on providing family 
planning services, an estimated $3.80 is 
saved in Medicaid expenditures for pregnancy- 
related and newborn care. 

And what’s more, improved access to emer-
gency contraception (EC) has been proven to 
significantly reduce the staggering rates of un-
intended pregnancy and, as a result, abortion. 
EC prevents pregnancy after unprotected sex 
or a contraceptive failure. The Alan 
Guttmacher Institute estimates that increased 
use of EC accounted for up to 43 percent of 
the total decline in abortion rates between 
1994 and 2000. In addition, EC is often the 
only contraceptive option for the 300,000 
women who are reported to be raped each 
year. Unfortunately, even with the recent FDA 
decision to allow EC to be sold over-the- 
counter to women 18 years of age and over, 
many women do not know about EC and 
many still face insurmountable barriers in ac-
cessing this important product. The Prevention 
First Act mandates that the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services implement an 
education campaign about EC and requires 
that hospitals receiving federal funds provide 
victims of sexual assault with information and 
access to EC. 

Despite the fact that contraceptives have a 
proven track record of enhancing the health of 
women and children, preventing unintended 
pregnancy, and reducing the need for abor-
tion, far too many insurance policies do not 
cover them. While most employment-related 
insurance policies in the United States cover 
prescription drugs in general, many do not in-
clude equitable coverage for prescription con-
traceptive drugs and devices. Although 21 
states now have laws in place requiring insur-
ers to provide contraceptive coverage if they 
cover other prescription drugs, 29 states still 
have no corresponding law on the books. Out 
of pocket expenses for contraception can be 
costly. Women of reproductive age currently 
spend 68 percent more in out-of-pocket health 
care costs than men, much of which is due to 
reproductive health-related supplies and serv-
ices. 
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