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We need to adopt measurements that accu-
rately count the number of unemployed and
policies that help create good jobs in the pri-
vate and public sectors. | hope that we will
make this a priority in the 110th Congress.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker,
on Thursday, November 29, my uncle, Giles
Smith, died at the age of 64.

My Uncle Giles was a man who cared about
his community and actively made it a better
place. He meant a lot to me, and was an in-
spiration to many. We will miss him.

Due to family matters, | was delayed in re-
turning to Washington DC until today, causing
me to, regretfully, miss several votes.

For the record, | would have voted “no” on
rolicall 1123, “yes” on rollcall 1124, “yes” on
rollcall 1125, “yes” on rollcall 1126, “yes” on
rolicall 1127, “yes” on rollcall 1128, “yes” on
rollcall 1129, “no” on rollcall 1130, “yes” on

rolicall 1131, “yes” on rollcall 1132, and “yes”
on rollcall 1133.

—————

FINANCIAL CONSUMER HOTLINE
ACT OF 2007

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, this bill, the “Financial Consumer
Hotline Act of 2007,” would establish a single,
toll-free telephone number consumers can call
if they have a question for or problem with
their bank and want to speak to the bank’s
federal or state regulator. A number of dif-
ferent governing bodies currently regulate
banks, which can make it difficult for con-
sumers to figure out who they should contact
with concerns and complaints. The bill would
also establish a corresponding informational
website.

3,000 LAWYERS GO TO JAIL
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, on November 3,
Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf sus-
pended the national constitution, fired appel-
late judges, detained 8 members of the Su-
preme Court, and arrested hundreds of law-
yers. In the weeks that followed, nearly 3,000
lawyers were arrested. Musharraf’'s expla-
nation was that martial law was necessary be-
cause of terrorism threats. This is a poor ex-
cuse.

Musharraf fired or arrested members of the
legal community for protesting Musharraf’s
abuse of power and for defending the rule of
law. These men and women are courageous.
They've faced beatings, threats, tear gas, and
arrests for promoting democracy.
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A nation cannot succeed without impartial
application of law. A nation cannot succeed
when a President suspends a cornerstone of
government for his own political convenience.

Although Musharraf eventually released
many, he also cracked down on the Pakistani
press. On November 20, approximately 100
journalists were arrested at a protest.

A nation without courts promotes tyranny. A
nation without a free press promotes unin-
formed citizens and unaccountable politicians.
The rule of law and democracy are indebted
to lawyers and judges, who ensure that rights
are protected and laws are obeyed.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
CHELSEA STEEN FOR PLACING
SECOND IN THE MANCHESTER
UMBRO INTERNATIONAL CUP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Chelsea Steen competed in Eng-
land’s largest youth soccer tournament; and

Whereas, Chelsea Steen showed hard work
and dedication to the sport of soccer; and

Whereas, Chelsea Steen has broadened
her abilities and skills in the sport of soccer;
and

Whereas, Chelsea Steen was a supportive
team player; and

Whereas, Chelsea Steen always displayed
sportsmanship on and off of the field; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with her friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Chelsea Steen on plac-
ing second in the Manchester Umbro Inter-
national Cup. We recognize the tremendous
hard work and sportsmanship she has dem-
onstrated.

———

TRIBUTE TO GRAYSON LEE
SHREVE

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Grayson Lee Shreve of
Buckhannon, WV, who recently attained the
rank of Eagle Scout on October 23, 2007.

Grayson is a member of Boy Scout Troop
106 and is sponsored by Sand Run Baptist
Church in Buckhannon, WV. During his years
in scouting, he has received 43 Merit Badges
and achieved the rank of Life Scout. He was
awarded the prestigious Order of the Arrow
and the Arrow of Light. For his service project
to obtain Eagle Scout, Grayson restored and
constructed a screened picnic shelter for a
local church.

His many accomplishments demonstrate the
high standards held by those who achieve
Eagle Scout. Grayson has been a consistent
Honor Roll student and has been a member of
the Gifted Program since elementary school.
He currently attends Buckhannon-Upshur High
School where he is involved in BUMS, the
school news channel.
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Grayson is truly representative of the Scout
Oath, “to do duty to God and country.” | ex-
tend my congratulations to Grayson and his
parents, Leslie Shreve Il and Norma Hinkle.
Upshur County is fortunate to have such an
accomplished young leader.

———

HONORING RON KIRKLAND AS
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE AMERICAN
MEDICAL GROUP ASSOCIATION

HON. JOHN S. TANNER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the recent professional honor be-
stowed on my former high school classmate
and good friend, Dr. Ronald H. Kirkland.

A practicing otolaryngologist for nearly a
quarter of a century, Ron was elected as the
2008 Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the American Medical Group Association,
AMGA, located in Alexandria, Virginia.

AMGA represents more than 300 medical
groups, including some of the Nation’s largest,
most prestigious integrated healthcare delivery
systems. AMGA members deliver health care
to more than 50 million patients in 42 States,
including 15 million lives.

Dr. Kirkland is the past Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Jackson Clinic Pro-
fessional Association in Jackson, Tennessee,
a multi-specialty group practice of more than
130 physicians in 25 specialties and sub-spe-
cialties in 14 West Tennessee locations.

In addition to his medical career, in which
he was twice selected by his peers as among
the “Best Doctors in America” and once as
one of “America’s Top Physicians,” Ron has
held leadership responsibilities in a variety of
educational, medical, religious, business and
political organizations.

Ron received his medical degree from the
University of Tennessee Health Science Cen-
ter and completed residencies both there and
at the Carraway Methodist Medical Center in
Birmingham, Alabama. He is a member of the
American Medical Association and the Ten-
nessee Medical Association, and is certified by
the American Board of Otolaryngology. Ron
also served his country in the U.S. Army as a
counter-intelligence officer in Vietnam.

Madam Speaker, Dr. Kirkland and his col-
leagues bring a unique perspective on coordi-
nated care for chronically ill patients, health in-
formation technology, and quality care to our
continuing debate on health policy. | look for-
ward to working with my friend Ron Kirkland
during his tenure as Chairman of the Board of
Directors at AMGA.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. LAMAR
DENKINS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to pay tribute to a distinguished
public servant of Alabama’s Third Congres-
sional District and our Nation, Mr. Lamar
Denkins.
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Mr. Denkins has worked for the people of
Alabama in various capacities for most of his
life. Over his career, he has served in the
United States Army Reserves; has been the
Minister of First Baptist Church of Williams in
Jacksonville, Alabama; has worked as a thera-
pist for the Calhoun-Cleburne County Mental
Health Board; and worked as a Human Re-
source Specialist for the Westinghouse Annis-
ton Chemical-Demilitarization Project.

Prior to joining my office in 2003, Mr.
Denkins also served as an Executive Assistant
for former Third District Congressman Glen
Browder. From 2003 to 2007, he has served
as Field Representative, Deputy District Direc-
tor, and District Director and has been a dedi-
cated and non-partisan public servant.

Lamar has done an incredible job for the
people of the Third District and he will cer-
tainly be missed here in this office, and across
East Alabama.

Lamar, on behalf of the citizens of Ala-
bama’s Third Congressional District, thank you
for your service to our State. We wish you all
the best in your retirement.

————

TRIBUTE TO HIDALGO EARLY
COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Hidalgo Early College High School, in
Hidalgo, TX, for achieving the highest ranking
in the State of Texas among the Best High
Schools In America by U.S. News and World
Report.

Hidalgo Early College High School has con-
sistently worked to provide crucial tools for
educational success for its 810 students, more
than half of whom come from families that
have never finished high school, and these
students have overcome tremendous barriers
thanks to the leadership of their school, their
parents, and teachers. One of the many tools
for success the school offers is the chance to
earn up to 60 college hours at no cost by the
time the students reach their senior year,
which gives them the opportunity to obtain
both a high school diploma and associates de-
gree upon graduation. This was made pos-
sible by a grant from the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation.

It is also due to the strong leadership dis-
played by Eduardo Cancino, superintendent of
Hidalgo ISD, and by Edward Blaha, principal
of Hidalgo Early College High School, that the
school has outperformed its peers at the local,
state, and national level. | am also proud of
the support for the community that the local
school board and the administrators and
teachers have shown for Hidalgo Early Col-
lege High School. It is because of their collec-
tive effort in providing the best education pos-
sible for the students, that Hidalgo

Early College High School has rightfully
earned its rank as one of the best high
schools in America.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Hidalgo Early College High School for achiev-
ing the highest ranking in the State of Texas
among the Best High Schools In America by
U.S. News and World Report, and | thank you
for this time.
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MARKING HUMAN RIGHTS DAY:
THE PLIGHT OF AYMAN NOUR

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, on Monday,
December 10, the United States joins the
world in celebration of Human Rights Day, re-
membering the historic occasion when the
General Assembly of the United Nations
adopted and proclaimed the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights. This document af-
firms the elementary rights that belong to all
humankind.

Nearly six decades after the adoption of this
critical Declaration, and 46 years after | joined
the first Freedom Rides to uphold civil and
human rights for all citizens of the United
States, there are still many people around the
globe struggling to gain the rights that we as
Americans hold dear.

The plight of one man, Ayman Nour, is em-
blematic of the myriad injustices that continue
to afflict our fellow citizens of the world today.
Nour, a parliamentarian and a leading voice
for democracy in Egypt, was arrested and
jailed in 2005 after his candidacy in the coun-
try’s first open presidential election. He was
charged with forgery, but his imprisonment is
widely understood as a political move by the
Egyptian government to crack down on the
opposition. The illegitimate nature of the
charges against him, along with Nour’s serious
health concerns, including heart problems and
diabetes, are grounds for his immediate re-
lease. This week, however, Nour enters the
third year of his 5-year sentence with little rea-
son for optimism. His latest appeal was re-
jected earlier this year after the state-spon-
sored Egyptian media launched a smear cam-
paign against him.

Nour is not the only victim of this crack-
down. Judges, journalists, ethnic and religious
minorities, civil society and human rights activ-
ists, and everyday citizens have all been tar-
geted. Nour and countless others fighting for
their fundamental freedoms continue to look to
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as
an ideal, not as a reality. For the millions who
have suffered greatly, Nour's release would
symbolize a recommitment to the inherent dig-
nity and the equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family as cited in the
Declaration’s Preamble.

On this Human Rights Day, in the spirit of
cooperation between nations, | urge the Egyp-
tian government to release Ayman Nour, and
to uphold its stated commitment to civil and
human rights.

A TRIBUTE TO JOHN SKIEF
HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. BRADY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor one of Philadelphia’s great educators,
my fellow West Philadelphian, John Skief. We
lost John this past Saturday and he is deeply
missed.

John Skief was a true Renaissance man. In
his youth, he was a member of the All City
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Dance Ensemble. He was also a gymnast, a
cross-country runner, and a soccer player. He
set city and state high jump records in high
school and college. A born activist, Skief
joined the NAACP. youth council at age 14
and participated in many civil rights dem-
onstrations under the leadership of his mentor,
Cecil B. Moore.

Skief has been a constant advocate of Afri-
can-American history and community control
of education. After receiving his degree in
education from Cheyney State College in
1971, Skief began his teaching career in the
Philadelphia Public School System. He was a
leader in the High School restructuring pro-
gram. At West Philadelphia High School, Mr.
Skief was the founder and coordinator of the
Community Development Charter. He taught a
3-credit in-service course for the Philadelphia
School District, entitled “African and African
American Contributions to Science and Tech-
nology.” He was also the Founder and Chief
Administrative Officer of Harambee Institute of
Science and Technology Charter School in
West Philadelphia and was the founding Presi-
dent of the Pennsylvania Alliance of Charter
Schools.

Mr. Skief was a noted filmmaker, providing
video footage of his travels throughout the
Caribbean and Africa for use in classes and
on television. He has written articles on edu-
cation in numerous publications and continues
to educate and culturally enrich African Ameri-
cans. He produced community Kwanzaa Cele-
brations annually since 1974 and produced
lectures with noted Black authors and histo-
rians. John Skief produced the African Amer-
ican Festival for the Robin Hood Dell East
concerts and served as production manager
for the Philadelphia Kwanzaa Expo and Afri-
can American Parade and Festival. In 1985 he
organized the Respect Yourself Youth Self-Es-
teem Program in Philadelphia.

Madam Speaker, John Skief is survived by
his wife, Tonya, and four children, Masai,
Terrell, Kimberly, and Kalima and was pre-
deceased by another child. We will all miss
him very much. | ask that all my colleagues
join me in honoring him today.

THE PATRIOT GUARD RIDERS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, Theodore Roo-
sevelt said: “No man is worth his salt who is
not ready at all times to risk his well-being, to
risk his body, to risk his life, in a great cause.”
The Patriot Guard Riders are a group of mo-
torcyclists who pay tribute to those who have
died serving our country. Their mission is to
attend the funeral services of fallen soldiers
upholding President Roosevelt’'s belief that
brave soldiers who gave the utmost sacrifice
for their country deserve respect and rev-
erence during their final tribute.

Each mission has two objectives, to show
sincere respect for America’s fallen heroes,
their families, and their communities; and to
shield the mourning family and their friends
from interruptions created by any protestor or
group of protestors. In 2 short years, the Pa-
triot Guard Riders has become a 501(c)(3)
charity, comprised of more than 140,000 vol-
unteers across the country that take off from
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