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District, I congratulate Hillary Brown on placing 
second in the Manchester Umbro International 
Cup. We recognize the tremendous hard work 
and sportsmanship she has demonstrated. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NORCO CITY 
COUNCILMAN HERB HIGGINS 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual 
whose dedication and contributions to the 
community of Norco, California are excep-
tional. Norco has been fortunate to have dy-
namic and dedicated community leaders who 
willingly and unselfishly give their time and tal-
ent and make their communities a better place 
to live and work. Herbert Higgins is one of 
these individuals. On December 4, 2007, Herb 
will be honored at a dinner in honor of his re-
tirement from the Norco City Council. 

Herb has served on the Norco City Council 
for 8 years and served as mayor in 2002 and 
2005. Prior to being a councilmember, Herb 
served on the Planning Commission from 
1998 to 1999. Councilman Higgins has also 
served on the Audit Committee, the Norco 
Chamber of Commerce, the Riverside Child 
Safety Committee, the Water Task Force, and 
the Western Riverside Regional Wastewater 
Authority. 

Mr. Higgins has achieved several accom-
plishments during his tenure on the Norco City 
Council including: initiating the charter system 
of government for the city of Norco, instigating 
the testing of Wyle Labs for the health of our 
children, developing the Community Action 
Group and starting the All Volunteer Programs 
in Norco and the Volunteer Appreciation Din-
ner. 

Herb’s tireless passion for community serv-
ice has contributed immensely to the better-
ment of the community of Norco, California. 
Herb has been the heart and soul of many 
community organizations and events, and I am 
proud to call him a fellow community member, 
American and friend. I know that many com-
munity members are grateful for his service 
and salute him as he retires. I wish him and 
his lovely wife Doris all the best. 

f 

HONORING THE DEKALB COUNTY 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to honor the members of 
the DeKalb County Volunteer Fire Department 
for their selfless dedication and bravery in pro-
tecting our families, day and night. 

The DeKalb County Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment was established in 1975. Since then, six 
more substations have been added. The de-
partment services 11 communities. 

Without volunteer fire halls, like DeKalb 
County, many places in the Sixth District 
would lack effective fire protection. In the state 
of Tennessee, over 70 percent of fire service 

is provided by volunteers. Among these volun-
teers, almost 75 percent work other daily jobs. 

Ensuring our families’ safety is not without 
risk. Sadly, an average of two firefighters die 
each year in Tennessee in the line of duty. In 
2005, the Tennessee Fire Services and Code 
Academy dedicated a memorial on their main 
campus in Bell Buckle to honor those Ten-
nessee firefighters who have died in the line of 
duty. 

For their willingness to serve, the following 
members of the DeKalb County Volunteer Fire 
Department deserve recognition: Chief Donny 
Green, SC Ernie Hargis, David Agee, Larry 
Bain, Duncan Block, Jeffery Bogle, LT An-
thony Boyd, Patrick Britain, Gray Cantrell, LT 
James Cantrell, Ryan Carlisle, Gelasio 
Chacon, LT Billy Crymes, LT Kevin Curtis, 
Larry Dalton, Dustin Farris, Claude Foster, 
Sarah Hash, Timothy Hearn, Anthony John-
son, Darrell Johnson, SC Jerry Johnson, Trav-
is Johnson, Cathy Jones, Richard Judd, SC 
Richard Kinsey, LT Michael Lawrence, Calvin 
Martin, Jimmy Martin, Ronald Merriman, Brad 
Mullinax, John Mullins, Robert Myracle, SC 
Jeremy Neal, Andy Pack, Billy Parker, SC 
Danny Parker, Timothy Pedigo, LT James 
Pennington, Shawn Puckett, Howard Pyles, 
Jeff Rankhorn, Tim Reynolds, Jason Rice, 
Wesley Slager, Paulino Solorzano, Jerry Sum-
mers, LT Anthony Thomas, C. J. Tramel, Cal-
vin Tramel, Christopher Tramel, Roy Tramel, 
Kenneth Waggoner, SC Phillip Waggoner, SC 
Hugh Washer, Jonny Wright, James Young, 
and LT Mark Young, PR Jerry Bain, PR Kelly 
Cantrell, PR Daniel Green, PR Rita Houk, PR 
Justin Ligget, PR Caleb Roth, PR Jonathan 
Scurlock, PR Andy Snow, PR Shane Turner, 
and PR Christopher Wyke. 

Honorary Lifetime Members: Honorary Cap-
tain Jeff Williams, Wilson Williams, Wayne 
Adcock, R.V. Billings, Mike Cleland, Melvin 
King, Honorary Asst. Chief Roy Merriman and 
Bob Rice. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
JOHN AND ANNIE GLENN ON RE-
CEIVING THE 2007 I’M A CHILD 
OF APPALACHIA 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, John and Annie Glenn are proud 

of their Appalachia roots, growing up in New 
Concord, Ohio, where they both attended 
Muskingum County High School and 
Muskingum College; and 

Whereas, John and Annie Glenn have been 
an inspiration to their community and the 
world by making a difference in the lives 
around them; and 

Whereas, Annie Glenn has been a model 
for those with communicative disorders; and 

Whereas, Annie Glenn has been a devoted 
mother and wife, mentor, confidant, and friend 
to many; and 

Whereas, John Glenn has been an inspira-
tion after being the first astronaut to orbit the 
Earth, to become the oldest human to venture 
into space and to serve as a U.S. Senator for 
four terms; and 

Whereas, John Glenn is a testament to all 
showing that one can come from anywhere 
and achieve their dreams; and 

Whereas, the couple appreciates the impor-
tance of education though ones lifetime; and 

Whereas, John and Annie Glenn have rec-
ognized the importance of business and com-
munity achievement; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved that along with their friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I commend John and Annie 
Glenn on their contributions to Appalachia 
Ohio. Congratulations to John and Annie 
Glenn on being the 2007 I’m a Child of Appa-
lachia Honoree. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3996, TEMPORARY TAX 
RELIEF ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 9, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I am proud to support the Temporary Tax 
Relief Act (H.R. 3996), and I would like to con-
gratulate Chairman RANGEL and Speaker 
PELOSI for putting families first. This bill is nec-
essary, fair and fiscally responsible. H.R. 3996 
reverses the trend of tax breaks for the 
wealthy and instead gives a well deserved 
break to hard working middle class Americans. 

The AMT was originally designed to ensure 
that very wealthy individuals did not use loop-
holes and deductions to avoid paying much or 
all of their taxes, and for many years it did just 
that. However, since the AMT was not indexed 
for inflation, a problem ignored by past Con-
gresses, it now threatens to ensnare 23 million 
middle-class families. We must act now to pre-
vent this unintended burden on hard-working 
Americans. 

Additionally, several tax benefits for re-
search and development, veterans, college 
students, and families will be extended by this 
legislation. These are important provisions of 
the tax code that, if allowed to expire, would 
cause millions of American families and busi-
nesses to be hit with an unexpectedly high bill 
from the IRS this year. 

Unlike recent Congresses, we in the 110th 
Congress have made a commitment to pay- 
as-you-go spending principles. We are all best 
served by a tax code that is fair, simple and 
based on the ability to pay, and fixing the tax 
code for the middle class will mean lessened 
collections by the IRS. That is why this legisla-
tion pays for these tax benefits for middle 
class Americans by closing loopholes for a 
few wealthy individuals, such as those who 
pay less tax on the bonuses they receive for 
managing multi-million dollar hedge funds than 
most Americans pay on their hard-earned in-
come. 

This legislation also fixes a flaw in the tax 
code that places an undue burden on families 
facing foreclosure. Due to this flaw, the out-
standing debt owed on a foreclosed home is 
counted as income for tax purposes. The indi-
viduals affected by this never see this ‘income’ 
and are clearly not in any position to pay 
taxes on additional tens of thousands of dol-
lars. This bill will prevent this on-paper income 
from forcing American families to pay taxes on 
their misfortune. 

I urge my colleagues to support this much 
needed and fully paid-for tax break for middle 
class America. 
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A TRIBUTE TO CLAYTON F. 

FREIHEIT 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the extraordinary life and exceptional 
accomplishments of Clayton F. Freiheit. This 
remarkable gentleman merits both our rec-
ognition and esteem as his impressive record 
of civic leadership and invaluable service has 
improved the lives of our people. 

Many people have made contributions to 
our community, but few have left a legacy as 
has Mr. Freiheit. He was an extraordinary indi-
vidual who made significant and lasting con-
tributions to Colorado through his exemplary 
leadership and guidance of the Denver Zoo for 
nearly four decades. He commanded the re-
spect of his peers through his singular dedica-
tion and was a mentor to practically every zoo 
and aquarium director in the United States. 
His was a life of enduring accomplishment and 
our community has truly been enriched by his 
presence among us. 

Clayton Freiheit was born and raised in Buf-
falo, New York, and as a young boy his fas-
cination with animals led him to draw pictures 
of the zoo he imagined operating one day. Mr. 
Freiheit worked as an animal caretaker while 
attending the University of Buffalo and at the 
age of twenty-two, he was appointed Curator 
of the Buffalo Zoological Gardens. To this day, 
he is the second youngest person ever to 
serve as the director of an American zoo and 
under his leadership, the Buffalo Zoo achieved 
national stature. In 1970, Mr. Freiheit relo-
cated to Denver to become the Executive Di-
rector of the Denver Zoological Gardens. Mr. 
Freiheit is credited with enhancing the stature 
of the Denver Zoo and it is home to one of the 
most diverse animal collections of any zoo in 
the country. Under Mr. Freiheit’s thirty-seven 
year tenure, the Denver Zoo came to be re-
spected both nationally and internationally as 
a leader in animal care and exhibition, con-
servation programs, scientific study, environ-
mental education and public service. 

It comes as no surprise that Mr. Freiheit 
achieved unparalleled professional recognition. 
He served and unprecedented three terms on 
the board of the American Zoo and Aquarium 
Association (AZA). He also served as its presi-
dent and as a member of and emeritus advi-
sor to its Accreditation Commission. One of 
Mr. Freiheit’s colleagues noted that ‘‘He has 
spent his entire career advancing and pro-
moting the quality and mission of zoos and 
aquariums (and) has no equal in knowledge of 
the North American Zoo profession.’’ In 1996, 
The University of Denver awarded Mr. Freiheit 
an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree 
in recognition of his many contributions to our 
community. In 2004, Mr. Freiheit became the 
16th recipient of the Marlin Perkins Award for 
Professional Excellence which recognized his 
dedication to the AZA’s mission of 

HONORING THE SHACKLE ISLAND 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to honor the members of 
the Shackle Island Volunteer Fire Department 
for their selfless dedication and bravery in pro-
tecting our families, day and night. 

The Shackle Island Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment was established in 1992, with a donated 
fire engine by the Nashville Fire Department. 
The department has 30 members and a wait-
ing list to join. The department purchased a 
new engine in 2001 and a new tanker in 2004. 

Without volunteer fire halls, like Shackle Is-
land, many places in the Sixth District would 
lack effective fire protection. In the State of 
Tennessee, over 70 percent of fire service is 
provided by volunteers. Among these volun-
teers, almost 75 percent work other daily jobs. 

Ensuring our families’ safety is not without 
risk. Sadly, an average of two firefighters die 
each year in Tennessee in the line of duty. In 
2005, the Tennessee Fire Services and Code 
Academy dedicated a memorial on their main 
campus in Bell Buckle to honor those Ten-
nessee firefighters who have died in the line of 
duty. 

For their willingness to serve, the following 
members of the Shackle Island Volunteer Fire 
Department deserve recognition: Chief Martin 
Bowers, Asst. Chief Barney Marshall, Captain 
Mike Elmore, Captain Row Wills, Lt. Brad 
Haynie, Lt. James Hendricks, Lt. Don Kemper, 
Lt. Ike Mills, Safety Officer Wynn Batson, Rick 
Lawson, Paul Christian, Paul Harter, Jeff Gar-
rett, Kevin Douglas, David Frost, Mike 
Scudder, T.J. Taylor, Cody Steele, L.J. 
Millington, Jason Davis, Don Sizemore, Chris 
Parks, Jackie Vickers, Nick Traini, Dick 
Dickerson, Bill Mounts, Randy Roe, J.C. 
Russum, Nancy Reding, Mike Hackett, Jessie 
Devries, Jr., FF Scotty Sizemore and Jr. FF 
Mikey Taylor. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
165TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BISEL UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, the dedicated people of the Bisel 

United Methodist Church celebrates the 165th 
anniversary with great joy; and 

Whereas, occasions such as these illustrate 
to us that love mixed with grace and trust will 
stand the test of time; and 

Whereas, it is the fond wish of this body 
that you will continue to present this work as 
a beacon for hope to the destitute and main-
tain your stand as a symbol to this generation 
that our strength lies in our gracious commit-
ment in unity to each other in the bonds of 
brotherhood; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I commend the congregation for your 
unwavering commitment, recognizing that all 
great achievements come from great dedica-
tion. With great appreciation and respect, we 
recognize the tremendous impact this con-
gregation has had in the community and in the 
lives of those people you have touched. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL J. OCHS’ 20 
YEARS OF SERVICE AT THE 
COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND 
COOPERATION IN EUROPE 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I am pleased to pay tribute to Dr. Mi-
chael Ochs for his 20 years of untiring service 
to the U.S. Commission on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, the Helsinki Commission. 
Michael began his work as a member of the 
professional staff on October 1, 1987, during 
a period that was to usher in historic change 
as well as turmoil in the expansive territory 
once dominated by the Soviet Union. 

After completing doctoral work in Russian 
history and driven by a deep commitment to 
aid the victims of Soviet oppression, Michael 
devoted himself to documenting wide-ranging 
human rights abuses in the U.S.S.R. He par-
ticipated in the first international human rights 
conference to be convened in the U.S.S.R., a 
gathering eventually interrupted by the Soviet 
secret police, the KGB. Michael was also part 
of a delegation that visited the Baltic States 
shortly after the restoration of independence to 
those countries so brutally repressed during 
decades of Soviet domination. 

Michael was among the earliest pioneers in 
the observation of elections in the countries 
that arose following the unraveling of the So-
viet empire. Amid triumph and tragedy, Mi-
chael has been at the forefront of efforts to 
promote democracy, human rights and the 
rule of law in Georgia, Armenia and Azer-
baijan as well as the Central Asian counties of 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. His depth of 
knowledge and understanding about each of 
these countries is only surpassed by his ex-
tensive network of contacts and friendships 
with many of the political leaders—some in 
government—many in the opposition. Dictators 
and democrats alike have come to appreciate 
his insights and analysis. 

He has been a witness to the triumphs of 
Georgia’s Rose Revolution and the toppling of 
the regime in Kyrgyzstan as well as the trag-
edy of the bloody massacre at Andijon in 
Uzbekistan. Some of his friends have risen to 
the highest ranks of political leadership while 
others have paid the ultimate price for their 
defense of democracy and human rights. 

Madam Speaker, as Chairman of the Hel-
sinki Commission I am pleased to recognize 
and commend Dr. Michael Ochs for his serv-
ice to me and my colleagues. 
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