November 15, 2007

It is this same sense of unity and family that
has compelled current Aggies to continue their
tradition of Bonfire. Though the event is now
held off campus and not sponsored by the
University the passion lives on. And so, on
this 8th anniversary of the Texas A & M Bon-
fire collapse, we pay tribute to the Spirit of
Aggieland. May it continue to mystify us, daz-
zle us, and thrive forever.

And that’s just the way it is.

UKRAINIAN FAMINE-GENOCIDE OF
1932-1933

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2007

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, there are
few more disturbing examples of human cru-
elty toward its own kind in the history of the
world than the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of
1932-1938. It is inconceivable that a govern-
ment could have so little value for human life
to kill up to 10 million people, including 3 mil-
lion children, in order to break national resist-
ance to Communism. For 500 days, 25,000
people died daily from hunger, when nature’s
harvest provided them with everything needed
to lead a normal life and when food was in
their plain view. The brutality of such a policy
and the callous way it was enforced are be-
yond comprehension. The Ukrainian Famine-
Genocide was caused by the imposition of ex-
traordinarily high grain quotas in the agricul-
tural areas of Ukraine, and inhumane efforts
by the Soviet government in taking every food-
stuff available to fulfill the quotas. Taking a
handful of grain or a potato was considered
“stealing from the state” and capital punish-
ment could be—and was—applied as a con-
sequence.

The eyewitness accounts are horrifying in
their candor. One survivor wrote the following
in her diary: “Upon entering [the village] we
caught up with a boy of about 7; my fellow
traveler shouted [for him to step out of the
way] but the boy did not seem to hear and
continued to walk, swaying; our carriage
caught up with him; | shouted; the boy
stepped out of the way as though unwillingly;
| wanted to look him in the face. That face left
a chilling impression on me, one that I will
never forget. | think that this was the expres-
sion of people who know that they will soon
die, but who do not want to die. But this was
a child. [. . .] | cried silently, so that my com-
panion would not hear. The thought that |
could not do anything, that millions of children
are dying from hunger [. . .] dismayed
me. . . . Near the village soviet office we ran
into an old man with the same expression on
his face.”

When the news of the Famine-Genocide
reached the free world, the Soviet government
denied its existence and refused humanitarian
aid that could have saved the lives of millions.
For the next 60 years, the government aggres-
sively continued to deny the existence of the
Famine-Genocide and even banned the use of
the word “famine”.

On the event of the 75th anniversary of the
Ukrainian Famine-Genocide, | am confident
that | speak on behalf of my constituents and
our entire nation when | join the Ukrainian na-
tion in mourning the millions of innocent vic-
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tims. Their memory will always be with us. |
believe it is our moral responsibility to recog-
nize the Ukrainian American community’s work
and continue to inform the whole world of the
crime against the Ukrainian people and hu-
manity committed by the Stalinist totalitarian
regime. We cannot let any similar tragedy be
repeated ever again. Together, we need to
continue to fight totalitarianism and the op-
pression until every corner of this planet is
free and democracy reigns supreme. We
honor the memory of the innocent victims and
the brave fighters for Ukraine’s independence
today and we will remember them always.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
COACH IAN COOKE FOR LEADING
THE GIRL’S SOCCER TEAM TO
PLACE SECOND IN THE MAN-
CHESTER UMBRO INTER-
NATIONAL CUP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2007

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Coach lan Cooke showed hard
work and dedication to the sport of soccer;
and

Whereas, Coach Cooke was a leader and
mentor for the team; and

Whereas, Coach lan Cooke has been a role
model for sportsmanship on and off of the
field; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Coach lan Cooke for
leading the girl’'s soccer team to place second
in the Manchester Umbro International Cup.
We recognize the tremendous hard work and
leadership he has demonstrated during the
2007 soccer season.

HONORING THE BAPTIST RIDGE
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2007

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, today | rise to honor the members of
the Baptist Ridge Volunteer Fire Department
for their selfless dedication and bravery in pro-
tecting our families, day and night.

The Baptist Ridge Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment was established in 2000 in order to
serve the city of Hilham. Today, the depart-
ment has 21 volunteers on its roster.

Without volunteer fire halls, like Baptist
Ridge, many places in the Sixth District would
lack effective fire protection. In the state of
Tennessee, over 70 percent of fire service is
provided by volunteers. Among these volun-
teers, almost 75 percent work other daily jobs.

Ensuring our families’ safety is not without
risk. Sadly, an average of two firefighters die
each year in Tennessee in the line of duty. In
2005, the Tennessee Fire Services and Code
Academy dedicated a memorial on their main
campus in Baptist Ridge to honor those Ten-
nessee firefighters who have died in the line of
duty.
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For their willingness to serve, the following
members of the Baptist Ridge Volunteer Fire
Department deserve recognition: Chief David
Boles, Asst. Chief Joe Boles, Capt. Jackie
Hamlet, Lt. Ted Tucker, Anthony Boles, Ravy
Watson, Dewayne Scott, Johnny Allen, Kevin
Taylor, Mark Minske, Kenny Estep, Bobby
Gene Lee, Kyle Spear, Farrah Spear, Reba
Allen, Brenda Boles, Robert Abney, Kimberly
Tucker, Linda Elam, Mary Boles and Wanton
Young.

——————

BRILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
EARNS MAJOR ACHIEVEMENT

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2007

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the staff and
students at Brill Elementary School, in Klein
Independent School District, set a goal for
their physical fithess program and worked
hard to achieve it.

As a result of their perseverance and deter-
mination, Brill has been awarded the title of
Physical Activity and Fitness Honor Roll
School by President George Bush’s Challenge
Program.

Brill received this honor by serving as a na-
tional demonstration school in physical fitness
and sports for the past three years. During this
time, other schools looked to Brill as having
the model physical fitness program.

| commend the students, faculty and staff of
Brill Elementary for their dedication to physical
fitness. | would especially like to recognize the
efforts of physical education teachers Darlene
Sentesi, Jack Hall and April Holbrook.

This elementary school is the only one in
Texas to be considered a national demonstra-
tion school and to be awarded the honor roll
distinction.

| am proud of the faculty at Brill Elementary
for their commitment to the well-being and
health of its students.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

RECOGNIZING MRS. LINDA
BUZINEC

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2007

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
immense gratitude and admiration that | stand
before you today to recognize the many ac-
complishments of Mrs. Linda Buzinec, the
longtime Mayor of Hobart, IN. A close per-
sonal friend of mine, | can truly say that Linda
is one of Northwest Indiana’s most distin-
guished and honorable citizens, as well as
one of its greatest leaders. She is one of the
most involved citizens that | have ever known,
especially when it comes to her service to the
people of Hobart, IN. First elected to public of-
fice in 1988, Linda has been a constant fixture
in Hobart, where she has always been fully
committed to the people she was elected to
serve. Most recently, Linda has served as
Mayor of the City of Hobart for the past 12
years. Her efforts throughout her career in
public service and the impact she has had on
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the city and the people of Hobart will forever
be remembered. To honor Linda, a reception
will be held at the Avalon Manor in Hobart, IN,
on Tuesday, November 27, 2007.

Linda Schmelter was born in Gary, Indiana,
to Leonard and Ann Schmelter. A lifelong resi-
dent of Hobart, Linda attended Saint Bridget
Elementary School and Hobart High School.
Upon her graduation, prior to beginning her
career as a public servant, Linda was em-
ployed by Hobart Federal Savings. Undoubt-
edly, this position helped Linda develop the
communication and organizational skills that
would be critical in her future roles as an
elected official. Early on, Linda began her ca-
reer in the public sector in Hobart as an em-
ployee of the Hobart Clerk-Treasurer’s Office.
Throughout the years, she also held positions
with the Northern Indiana Public Service Com-
pany, NIPSCO, where she was stationed in
both the Hobart and Gary locations.

In 1988, Linda was elected First District
Councilperson, a position she held through
1995, when she was elected mayor. This
began Linda’s 12-year mayoral career. During
that time, Linda’s commitment and proven
leadership skills led to many impressive ad-
vancements, many of which will have an im-
measurable impact on the City and the people
of Hobart for years to come. For all of Linda’s
leadership, hard work, and dedication to the
people of Hobart, Linda was awarded the
prestigious Sagamore of the Wabash Award in
2005 from former Governor Joseph E. Kernan.

Although Linda’s responsibilities in her ca-
pacity as mayor have occupied a large
amount of her time, Linda has always been
active in various organizations throughout the
years, including: the Kiwanis, the Hobart In-
dustrial Economic Development Corporation,
HIEDC, the Hobart Chamber of Commerce,
the Hobart YMCA, and the School City Edu-
cational Foundation. She has served on sev-
eral boards, including: the Workforce Develop-
ment Board, the Crisis Center Board, and the
Saint Mary Medical Board. A dedicated and
lifelong Democrat, Linda has also served as
Vice-Chair of the Hobart and Lake County
Democratic Precinct Organizations and as
Treasurer of the Indiana State Democratic Or-
ganization.

While Linda has passionately served the
people of Hobart with unwavering dedication
for many years, her commitment to her com-
munity is surpassed only by her love for her
family. A loving wife, mother, and grand-
mother, Linda and her husband, George, have
been married for over 26 years. They have
one son, Michael, and two teenage grand-
children, whom they cherish and adore.

Madam Speaker, Linda Buzinec has self-
lessly given her time and efforts to the people
of Hobart, Indiana, throughout her years of
service. At this time, | ask that you and all of
my distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending her for her years of service and dedi-
cation, and | ask that you join me in wishing
her the best of health and happiness in the
years to come.
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING
COACH SCOTT NICHOLLS FOR
LEADING THE GIRL’S SOCCER
TEAM TO PLACE SECOND IN THE
MANCHESTER UMBRO INTER-
NATIONAL CUP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2007

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Coach Scott Nicholls showed
hard work and dedication to the sport of soc-
cer; and

Whereas, Coach Scott Nicholls was a lead-
er and mentor for the team; and

Whereas, Coach Scott Nicholls has been a
role model for sportsmanship on and off of the
field; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with her friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Coach Scott Nicholls for
leading the girl’'s soccer team to place second
in the Manchester Umbro International Cup.
We recognize the tremendous hard work and
leadership he has demonstrated during the
2007 soccer season.

————

HONORING THE PUTNAM COUNTY
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2007

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, today | rise to honor the members of
the Putnam County Volunteer Fire Department
for their selfless dedication and bravery in pro-
tecting our families, day and night.

The Putnam County Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment was established in 1977. The depart-
ment started with a Ford van and two 55-gal-
lon drums of water, a water pump and garden
hose and approximately four people.

Without volunteer fire halls, like Putnam
County, many places in the Sixth District
would lack effective fire protection. In the state
of Tennessee, over 70 percent of fire service
is provided by volunteers. Among these volun-
teers, almost 75 percent work other daily jobs.

Ensuring our families’ safety is not without
risk. Sadly, an average of two firefighters die
each year in Tennessee in the line of duty. In
2005, the Tennessee Fire Services and Code
Academy dedicated a memorial on their main
campus in Bell Buckle to honor those Ten-
nessee firefighters who have died in the line of
duty.

For their willingness to serve, the following
members of the Putnam County Volunteer Fire
Department deserve recognition: Keith Barber,
John Barrow, Tony Beaty, Gene Bilbrey, Daryl
Blair, Jason Bohannon, Devin Brown, Adam
Brown, Roger Brown, Tom Brown, Brian Bur-

gess, Tim Burton, Marshall Cox, Carol
Dempsay, Josh Dempsay, Charles Doss,
Chris Edgerton, Derrick Edwards, Brent
Emery, Timothy Gann, Daniel Harris, Jeff

Hicks, Daniel Hodge, Shawn Hotsinpiller,
Grant Hubbel, Darrell Jennings, Jason Jen-
nings, Jason Jones, Mike Keith, Jim Knight,
Richard Lynch, Lonette Marcus, Jeff
Matheney, Tom McClatchie, Marvin Mont-
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gomery, Jeremy Morris, John Mullin, Jeremy
Nash, Michael Norris, David Phy, Joel Qualls,
Danny Randolph, Fred Ray, Ray Rowland,
Jason Scott, John Sisco, Brandon Smith, Dan-
iel Snyder, Tony Stamps, Troy Tayse, Tony

Waters, Matt White, Tony Williams, Josh
Womack, Shandreah Womack and Zack
Womack.

———
TEXAS CHEERLEADERS RAISE

MONEY FOR U.S. TROOPS COM-
ING HOME FROM IRAQ

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2007

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, a strong sense
of patriotism is sweeping through the second
district of Texas between to local football
teams and spreading on to the gridiron. It is a
short story, but it says volumes about the gen-
erosity and spirit of the people of Texas.

The varsity cheerleaders at Klein Forest
High School and Westfield High School chal-
lenged each other to see who could raise the
most money for troops returning home from
Iraq.

The challenge would last two weeks and the
money would be presented to members of the
Family Readiness Group of Company B, 15th
Brigade Troops Battalion, 15th Sustainment
Brigade during a homecoming football game.

The cheerleaders collected donations during
and after school for the next two weeks. They
asked local businesses to help support the
troops returning home to Texas. During the
homecoming football game, they passed
around buckets throughout the stadium for ad-
ditional donations from the fans.

The two cheerleading squads raised close
to $4,000.00 for the Family Readiness Group
to use in welcoming home the troops this holi-
day season.

| commend both squads for being generous
and patriotic Americans. Thanks for showing
the troops that we support and appreciate the
sacrifices they are making for us, our families,
and our future.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING HIL-
LARY BROWN FOR PLACING SEC-
OND IN THE MANCHESTER
UMBRO INTERNATIONAL CUP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2007

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Hillary Brown competed in Eng-
land’s largest youth soccer tournament; and

Whereas, Hillary Brown showed hard work
and dedication to the sport of soccer; and

Whereas, Hillary Brown has broadened her
abilities and skills in the sport of soccer; and

Whereas, Hillary Brown was a supportive
team player; and

Whereas, Hillary Brown always displayed
sportsmanship on and off of the field; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with her friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
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