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horror that the Virginia Tech community has 
experienced is something that every parent, 
every American, hopes they never have to 
learn has affected their families and friends. 

Although this horrendous and unspeakable 
violence showed the worst of mankind, it also 
showed what those of us who have been a 
part of the Virginia Tech community for years 
have always known . . . the students, the in-
structors, the administrators, and the citizens 
of Blacksburg care deeply for one another and 
take great pride in their community. Even in 
the worst circumstances, the Virginia Tech 
community showed great compassion for their 
fellow man and did what they could to help 
each other. Liviu Librescu, a survivor of the 
Holocaust, blocked the doorway of his class-
room so that his students could climb out the 
windows to safety. Ryan Clark, a Resident Ad-
visor in the West Ambler Johnston Hall, 
rushed into the hallway to help his fellow stu-
dents when the first attack came, and became 
the second victim. And I was deeply saddened 
to learn that one of my constituents, Henry 
Lee—a graduate of William Fleming High 
School in Roanoke—was among those who 
died in the attack on Norris Hall. 

In the days and months following this trag-
edy, the Virginia Tech Community and Hokie 
Nation saw an outpouring of love and support 
from people around the country. The university 
saw donations come in excess of $7 million as 
people sought to give aid to those affected. As 
time went on, the university had to decide how 
to use the money donated as a result of this 
horrific act, and the university made a wise 
and selfless choice. They decided that the 
best way to disburse this money was to put it 
in the hands of those who experienced and 
lost the most as a result of this unspeakable 
violence. So, last month Virginia Tech distrib-
uted the money to 79 families or individuals. 
These are the families that have lost the most, 
and have experienced emotional trauma that 
no one should ever have to experience. This 
money, given by people across the Nation, is 
a small way to help those directly affected by 
this horrendous act. The families can deter-
mine the best uses for these contributions. 
Some already have decided to endow memo-
rial scholarships at Virginia Tech or elsewhere. 
Some simply have bills to pay. 

While the university has acted graciously to 
help the families, we have discovered that 
there is a new problem the families are facing, 
this time by the Federal Government. It has 
become apparent that the funds these families 
received will become significantly reduced be-
cause of taxes. Funds some families des-
perately need to pay medical bills, funeral 
costs, and to simply rebuild their lives. The 
last thing these families need to worry about 
is an additional tax burden. And I guarantee 
that those who gave so generously want their 
money going to help those directly affected, 
not paying taxes. I do not believe that these 
funds should be taxed or that it is Congress’s 
intent that they should be taxed. 

In 2001, Congress passed P.L. 107–143. In 
this bill there is a provision that makes quali-
fied disaster payments exempt from taxes. 
There is no doubt that this was in fact a dis-
aster—ask any member of the Virginia Tech 
Community, Hokie Nation, or a citizen of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and to them it un-
equivocally was. In fact, the Governor of Vir-
ginia declared so that day. Despite this well in-
tentioned law, that Congress passed to make 

tax-exempt payments from qualified disasters, 
the families and the university have all been 
told it is likely these funds will be taxed. It was 
not the intention of the Congress that disaster 
payments should be taxed, and I am proud to 
join Mr. Boucher in introducing legislation that 
will seek to have these funds, like those re-
sulting from any other disaster, tax-exempt. 

The tragedy at Virginia Tech will never 
leave our minds, but we in Congress have an 
opportunity to help rebuild this community. I 
ask all Members of Congress to join us in sup-
porting this legislation. Let us help the families 
and those so personally affected as they seek 
to rebuild their lives. 
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HONORING THE SOVIET JEWISH 
FREEDOM MOVEMENT H. RES. 759 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 8, 2007 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam 
Speaker, December 7th marks the 40th anni-
versary of the mass movement for Soviet Jew-
ish freedom, and the 20th anniversary of the 
Freedom Sunday Rally for Soviet Jews on the 
National Mall in Washington, DC. To honor the 
movement, I am proud to co-sponsor H. Res. 
759, a resolution celebrating both of these 
milestones. We remember these moments to 
commemorate all of those who struggled and 
died for their freedom and to celebrate the ef-
forts of advocacy groups that tirelessly cam-
paigned for Soviet Jewry. 

Twenty years ago, on December 7, 1987, 
more than 250,000 people rallied in Wash-
ington, DC to support freedom and amnesty 
for Jews living in the Soviet Union. The human 
rights campaign resulted from more than two 
decades of human rights violations and utter 
lack of freedom for Jews in the Soviet Union. 
The governmental policy on Soviet Jews vio-
lated even the most basic of human rights, in-
cluding freedom of religion, freedom of move-
ment, and the freedom to study ones culture, 
language and heritage. Soviet Jews were at 
risk of arrest, exile to Siberia and harassment 
for exercising their right to practice their reli-
gion or celebrate the Zionist movement. How-
ever despite the odds and risks there were 
many brave Soviet Jews, who worked clan-
destinely and tirelessly to spread Zionism, and 
raise Jewish consciousness among Soviet 
Jewry. 

The movement to raise awareness of the 
Soviet Jewish plight became a global effort in 
the 1980s due to the work of many American 
advocacy groups. My heart is warmed by the 
work of groups that organized protests, peti-
tions, demonstrations, and rallies in United 
States and all over the world. Through these 
united efforts, we have witnessed historic 
progress over the past 20 years, successfully 
opening the doors for millions of Soviet Jews 
who had been held as virtual prisoners within 
their own country. The movement also helped 
to cement Jewish solidarity, raise charity and 
unite Jews from all over the world. 

However, the struggle for religious freedom 
continues today in many other countries. Ac-
tivists labor tirelessly in the United States and 
abroad to fight anti-Semitism and religious dis-
crimination wherever it exists. It is incumbent 
upon us to remember the lessons from the 

movement for tolerance and religious freedom 
in the Soviet Union as we continue the fight 
for religious rights around the world. I com-
mend Congressman WAXMAN for this timely 
and important resolution recognizing this mile-
stone, and I support the ongoing efforts of 
those promoting religious freedom worldwide. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 8, 2007 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to participate in the following vote. If I 
had been present, I would have voted as fol-
lows: 

On November 7, 2007, rollcall vote 1059, 
On Agreeing to the Resolution—H. Res. 801, 
Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 
3688) to implement the United States-Peru 
Trade Promotion Agreement—I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE MAKE NO 
CENTS UNTIL IT MAKES SENSE 
ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 8, 2007 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I am intro-
ducing this bill in response to H.R. 3956, 
which would unconstitutionally delegate the 
authority to determine the metal content of 
coins to the Secretary of the Treasury. While 
I am concerned at the high cost of minting 
pennies, I am not entirely convinced that the 
Mint needs to mint as many pennies as it 
does. Over the past 30 years, over 300 billion 
pennies have been minted, more than twice 
as many coins as all other denominations 
combined. This is over 1,000 pennies for each 
man, woman, and child in this country. 

I find it hard to believe that with this many 
pennies having been minted, we still have a 
shortage of pennies. My bill would prohibit the 
minting of pennies until the Treasury and Fed-
eral Reserve certify that there is no surplus of 
pennies. If there is a surplus of pennies, it 
makes no sense for the Mint to continue to 
coin them if each penny costs more than one 
cent to produce. If there really were a short-
age, the onus would be on the Treasury and 
Federal Reserve to conduct their survey in a 
timely fashion in order to facilitate further 
penny production. 

In the event of a shortage I would urge my 
colleagues to consider Mr. ROSKAM’s H.R. 
4036, which addresses the cost issue by 
changing the composition of pennies while 
maintaining the Congressional control and 
oversight mandated by the Constitution. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM ‘‘BERT’’ 
LUCAS 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 8, 2007 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize William ‘‘Bert’’ Lucas for his 
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thoughtful and compassionate actions which 
resulted in the saving of two peoples’ lives in 
two separate incidents. 

Bert, a postman from Cresco, Iowa, has 
been employed with the postal service for 13 
years. In August 2007, during his regular route 
in Decorah, Iowa, Bert noticed Edna 
Prestsater was not out waiting for him like she 
regularly did. The following day Edna had not 
picked up her mail, so Bert contacted Edna’s 
granddaughter with his concerns. Edna had 
fallen the day before and was unable to get up 
due to several cracked vertebrae. Bert’s con-
cern for Edna no doubt saved her life. 

Just 3 weeks later, Bert also noticed Orval 
Tilleraas did not pick up his previous day’s 
mail. Bert swiftly contacted Orval’s landlord, 
who came to check on Orval. Orval was strick-
en with an illness which caused his kidneys to 
stop functioning. Doctors said Orval only had 
a few hours to live had he not received the 
medical attention he needed. 

Bert’s alertness and caring demeanor go 
above and beyond the normal line of duty in 
this great country of ours. I commend William 
‘‘Bert’’ Lucas for his Good Samaritan deeds. I 
am honored to represent Bert in Congress, 
and I wish him the best in the future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN CLAUDE 
ALEXANDER 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 8, 2007 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, 
many of us on Capitol Hill have had the joy of 
knowing Captain Claude Alexander, but I 
would argue not enough of us. Too few have 
come to know this inspiring man, whose life 
was lived to the fullest, serving others. He 
lived for his family, his friends, and his coun-
try. In his death I hope people will hear his 
story and feel compelled to sacrifice for others 
as he did in his life. 

A story that starts in my home state of Kan-
sas stretches across the country and across 
the globe. After graduating from high school in 
Ulysses, KS, Claude enlisted in the U.S. 
Army. His training had only begun when after 
completing basic training, he found out he had 
been accepted into the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point. Upon graduation, he completed 
Army Ranger training that proved indispen-
sable during his time in Vietnam. 

For his service in the harsh Vietnamese jun-
gle, Captain Alexander was awarded the Pur-
ple Heart and the Bronze Star for heroic ac-
tions. After his radio man was killed in an am-
bush, Captain Alexander pressed on to estab-
lish a forward communications position. This 
allowed for an attack helicopter to zero in on 
the attacking Viet Cong. His actions saved his 
troops’ lives, but he sustained significant inju-
ries, losing his leg and hearing in his left ear. 

After sustaining such serious injuries some 
would give up. Some would say, ‘‘I gave my 
all and that’s all I have to give.’’ Not Claude 
Alexander. He recovered and—despite an arti-
ficial leg—he lived an authentic life. After earn-
ing a master’s degree in international relations 
from Columbia University, he came to Capitol 
Hill to work for another great Kansas vet-
eran—Senator Bob Dole. Many issues in Con-
gress are divisive, but it was agricultural 

issues that brought together Claude and his 
future wife Denise, who was working on the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture. 

Following his time on Capitol Hill, Captain 
Alexander went on to a distinguished career 
representing Ralston Purina Corporation for al-
most 20 years. In retirement, he volunteered 
his time with wounded soldiers at Walter 
Reed, helping them realize they have a prom-
ising future even if it means living with a pros-
thetic. His life was a testament to this truth. 
He also worked as a consultant and was a 
member of the Missouri Kansas Forum and 
the Missouri and Kansas state societies. At 
state society banquets, Captain Alexander 
would often invite these wounded heroes to 
attend and be honored for their sacrifice. 

Perhaps it was his prairie roots or growing 
up in the Wild West, but something lit a fire of 
passion for life and service in Captain Alex-
ander that burned bright his entire life. This 
flame has been passed on to many people. 
He will be greatly missed by those he knew, 
and his legacy and spirit will be carried on to 
those who did not. My thoughts and prayers 
go out to Denise and their children Meg, Philip 
and Kevin during this time of loss. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FOUR BRAVE POLICE 
OFFICERS FROM COLUMBUS, IN-
DIANA 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 8, 2007 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor four brave police officers from Colum-
bus, Indiana: Sgt. Matt Harris, Patrolman J.T. 
Wright, Patrolman Ben Quesenbery, and a 
fourth officer who works undercover and must 
remain unnamed. 

On October 11, 2007, these four officers re-
sponded to an automobile accident on Indiana 
11 between a pickup truck and a sport utility 
vehicle. They showed extreme valor by rush-
ing to the scene of the accident and, without 
regard for their own personal safety, freeing 
the crash victims from the burning vehicles. 

The four officers are heroes who should be 
commended for their acts of courage. They 
risked their lives in an effort to save the lives 
of others. While they might say it is simply 
part of doing their jobs, I would say that they 
nobly went above and beyond the call of duty 
in putting the lives of others above their own. 

These men have been honored by Governor 
Mitch Daniels with the Governor’s Award for 
Valor and by Columbus Mayor Fred Armstrong 
with the City of Columbus Lifesaving Award. 

Madam Speaker, through the grace of God, 
America is blessed to have heroes such as 
these police officers, and I am privileged today 
to pay tribute to them for their courage, brav-
ery, and selflessness, which should serve as 
an example to all Americans. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF 
THE ALABAMA GOVERNOR’S 
MANSION 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 8, 2007 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I respectfully ask the attention of the House 
today to pay recognition to the 100th anniver-
sary celebration of the Alabama Governor’s 
Mansion. 

In 1950, a commission formed by the Ala-
bama State Legislature acquired the home of 
the late Lt. Gov. Robert Fulwood Ligon from 
his heirs. The home at 1108 South Perry 
Street in Montgomery was completed in 1907, 
and cost the state $100,000 at the time of its 
purchase. Since January of 1951, this historic 
Neo-Classical Revival home has housed Ala-
bama’s governor after then-Governor Gordon 
Person and his family moved in on his inau-
guration day. 

On November 12th of this year, Alabama 
Governor Riley will pay tribute to this historic 
structure, and host the festivities for this im-
portant occasion. Events will include historical 
lectures, public tours of the grounds, and an 
open reception. 

I am pleased to help recognize this impor-
tant occasion at the Governor’s Mansion, and 
congratulate its staff on this historic occasion. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NAVY CHIEF SONAR 
TECHNICIAN OF SUBMARINES 
DALE ALAN BARUTH 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 8, 2007 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the service of the United States Navy 
Chief Sonar Technician of Submarines, Dale 
Alan Baruth, and to express my appreciation 
for his dedication and commitment to his 
country on the occasion of his retirement. 

For the past 24 years, Chief Baruth has 
served faithfully and honorably. He enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy and served on board the Pre- 
commissioning Unit Alaska and the USS Alas-
ka SSBN 732 Blue Crew from July 1985 to 
June 1990. Later he served at the Naval 
Oceanography Command Detachment in Ban-
gor, WA, from June 1990 to October 1993 
when he was honorably discharged from ac-
tive service. 

In March 1995, Chief Baruth joined the 
Navy Reserve where he served honorably 
until his retirement. He primarily served at the 
Navy Operational Support Center in Sioux 
Falls, SD, attached to COMDESRON 24 Det 
A. In November 2001 he was recalled to ac-
tive duty in support of Operation Noble Eagle/ 
Enduring Freedom and was assigned to the 
Navy Security Force, National Imagery and 
Mapping Agency, St. Louis, MO, until Decem-
ber 2002. 

I commend Chief Dale Alan Baruth for his 
many years of loyalty and service to our great 
Nation. It is an immense honor to represent 
Chief Baruth in Congress, and I wish him and 
his family in Estherville, IA, a long, happy and 
healthy retirement. 
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