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DONALD AND ELEANOR REGAN 

BARRETT, UNITED STATES VET-
ERANS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 7, 2007 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, several months 
after his 18th birthday, Donald Barrett joined 
the United States Marine Corps at a time 
when his country needed him most. When he 
enlisted, it was just weeks after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, the beginning of World War II. 

During his military career, Donald served 
the United States of America at Guadalcanal, 
New Guinea, Cape Gloucester and Peleliu. 

For his exemplary performance during his 
more than 4 years of military service, Donald 
was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with 
Combat V, the Purple Heart, the Marine Corps 
Good Conduct Medal, two Presidential Unit Ci-
tations and four combat ribbons. 

Donald married his wife Eleanor Regan in 
1947. She too bravely served her country in 
WWII as a member of the United States Ma-
rine Corps Women’s Reserve. 

Later, Donald graduated from the University 
of Baltimore in 1952 with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree. He later received his Master 
of Business Administration from the University 
of Dayton. 

During his professional career, Donald re-
tired from the Frigidaire Division of GM, from 
White Consolidated and from Don Barrett As-
sociates, Consultants. 

Today, Donald and Eleanor have six chil-
dren, eight grand children and three great 
grandchildren. 

The Houston West Chamber of Commerce 
has chosen to recognize both Donald and El-
eanor for their dedication to the United States 
of America. Corporal Don Barrett and Ser-
geant Eleanor Reagan Barrett have been 
awarded the Chamber’s ‘‘Heart of Service 
Award’’ for their distinguished military service. 

I would like to recognize Donald and Elea-
nor for being members of the Greatest Gen-
eration, who selflessly served to protect our 
country in a time of war. 

The upcoming Veterans Day is a time to 
honor all of the brave men and women who 
have so proudly worn the military uniform, es-
pecially those who served in the Great World 
War II. Donald and Eleanor deserve the 
thanks of all Americans because these individ-
uals chose to protect freedom for the rest of 
us and made the United States of America the 
best country in the world. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING TRIETSCH MEMORIAL 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
VETERANS MEMORIAL PLAZA 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 7, 2007 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of the churches in my dis-
trict, Trietsch Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Flower Mound, Texas, which will 
hold a Veterans Memorial Plaza Dedication on 
Sunday, November 11, 2007. 

A group of members from the church once 
envisioned a place to honor friends and family 
members that have served their country in the 
armed services as well as veterans from their 
community. Now, thanks to their hard work 
and commitment, that vision will soon become 
a reality. 

The design of the Memorial is a lasting trib-
ute to veterans’ achievements and sacrifices 
on behalf of their grateful communities. The 
beautiful centerpiece is an obelisk surrounded 
by flags representing the United States, the 
State of Texas, and the Armed Forces. The 
Memorial serves as a place of prayer for 
peace, and as a symbol of eternal hope for all 
of the men and women who continue to serve 
and sacrifice. It recognizes the innumerable 
accomplishments of our military and forever 
commemorates their endeavors as servants of 
our great nation and also the State of Texas. 

The Veterans Memorial Plaza is an accom-
plishment that I and everyone in the 26th Dis-
trict of Texas can look upon with pride. I offer 
my congratulations to Reverends Jim Ozier, 
John Allen and the members of Trietsch Me-
morial United Methodist Church. It is my honor 
to represent them in Congress. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF NORMA 
ANDERSON LOFTEN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 7, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Norma Anderson Loften, who passed 
away on November 1, 2007, in her hometown, 
Beaumont, Texas, at the age of 76. 

Ms. Loften was a dear friend who personi-
fied all the values that we cherish as Ameri-
cans: a deep and abiding religious faith, devo-
tion to her family, compassion for those in 
need, and a commitment to education and 
hard work. 

I first met Norma and her late twin sister 
Erma when I was a teenager growing up on 
Lenox Avenue in Harlem, New York City. They 
had moved there from Texas to attend the St. 
Aloysius Catholic boarding school for girls. 
The religious nuns who ran the ‘‘school con-
sidered me a ne’er do well, but the twin sisters 
accepted me and I became a ‘‘lifelong friend 
of theirs and their family. 

Norma studied hard and went on to a long 
career as a dental hygienist in New York, retir-
ing from Mt. Sinai Hospital in 1995. Her avo-
cation was music, which she studied for many 
years, to became a talented pianist. With her 
husband Maurice Loften, she had three ac-
complished sons, the late Dwight, who had 
been an accountant in Washington, DC; Rod-
ney, a school superintendent in New Jersey; 
and Kevin, chairman of the American Hospital 
Association. 

She is also survived by her beloved mother, 
Cora Anderson, wife of the late Rodney An-
derson, who remains in Beaumont, Texas at 
the wonderful age of 98. 

Her loving brother, Charles Anderson, re-
tired from the U.S. Air Force, also resides in 
Beaumont. His children, the late Vanessa; 
Francesca; Charles, Jr.; Gina; and Robert 
were all devoted to their loving aunt, Norma. 

God has given the Anderson family an ex-
traordinary faith and unchallenged belief in his 

wisdom. Therefore I pray that at this painful 
time when their beloved Norma has been 
called home, they will take comfort in the be-
lief that this is God’s will. I hope that in the 
midst of their sadness and helplessness, they 
will be encouraged by the beautiful memories 
of her great love and caring spirit. 

Madam Speaker, I call on my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing this wonderful American 
family and biding farewell to Norma Anderson 
Loften. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 7, 2007 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, unfortunately, I was unavoid-
ably detained and missed rollcall vote No. 
1044 on Monday, October 15, 2007. 

However, had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on H. Res. 794, Providing for con-
sideration of the conference report to accom-
pany the bill, H.R. 3043, making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education and related 
agencies. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3043, DEPARTMENT OF 
LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TION ACT, 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 6, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of this con-
ference report, including the Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education appropriations bill 
and the Military Construction/Veterans appro-
priations bill. 

I am here to represent the 4th district of 
Minnesota—that’s my job. And my district has 
made it very clear to me that investing in our 
communities is a priority. 

In fact, most members of the House of Rep-
resentatives have said they support both of 
these bills. But there has been a lot of com-
plaining about the process. 

I’m a former civics teacher. Part of my work 
was to teach my students about the separa-
tion of powers between the legislative and ex-
ecutive branches of our government. 

For those watching today, I want to be very 
clear about the issues in this debate and the 
procedure that got us here. 

We are in this position because the Admin-
istration has adopted a ‘‘my way or the high-
way’’ approach to governing. The President 
has steadfastly refused to recognize the con-
stitutional role of Congress in setting our Na-
tion’s budget priorities. 

And he has ignored the clear message sent 
by the American people in the last election. 

Democrats disagree with the President’s pri-
orities. The President proposed to cut edu-
cation funding. His budget cut special edu-
cation, teacher training, and Head Start. It also 
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eliminated several programs targeted for at- 
risk students. 

Democrats have rejected those cuts and 
proposed a modest increase in order to keep 
our students competitive in a global economy. 

The President’s budget cut funding for 
health care. We do not agree with reducing 
opportunities to find life saving cures through 
research or reducing access to quality care for 
American families. 

The President proposed cuts to job training 
and vocational education. Democrats under-
stand that our economy is changing, and that 
investing in our greatest resources—working 
families (including veterans)—is important 
today and tomorrow. 

Madam Speaker, the amount of money that 
separates the President’s budget and the 
Democrats’ proposal is approximately what we 
spend in 1 month in Iraq—and all of that is on 
a credit card. 

In addition, this bill includes the largest in-
crease in veterans’ health care since the be-
ginning of the Veterans Administration. 

If we say we value families and commu-
nities—and veterans—in America, then surely 
we can agree that a modest investment in our 
future is reasonable. 

Let’s put politics aside, let’s listen to the 
American people, and let’s pass this bill. Let’s 
do our jobs. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 7, 2007 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, on No-
vember 5, 2007, due to personal obligations, 
I missed the following recorded votes: 

Roll No. 1034, on the Motion to Close Por-
tions of the Conference Making Appropriations 
for the Department of Defense for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2008, and for 
other purposes; had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Roll No. 1035, on H.R. 513—The National 
Heroes Credit Protection Act; had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Roll No. 1036, on H. Res. 744—Recog-
nizing the contributions of Native American 
veterans and calling upon the President to 
issue a proclamation urging the people of the 
United States to observe a day in honor of 
Native American veterans; had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
SERGEANT BRYAN TARSITANO 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 7, 2007 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the extraordinary life and 
accomplishments of Pinellas County Sheriff’s 
Sergeant Bryan E. Tarsitano. Bryan Tarsitano 
was born to proud parents, Bonnie and Bob 
Tarsitano, on February 21, 1972, in Park 
Ridge, Illinois, and grew up along with his sis-
ter, Janelle, in the Chicago area. The 
Tarsitano family moved to Clearwater, Florida 

in 1983, and Bryan graduated from Country-
side High School in 1990. 

He went on to graduate with a bachelor of 
science degree in criminology from Florida 
State University where he was an avid Semi-
noles fan. This degree served as a stepping 
stone for Bryan’s illustrious career in law en-
forcement. In 1996, Bryan Tarsitano was hired 
by the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office as a 
deputy sheriff. His star quality was obvious to 
his superiors and he was soon appointed as 
a Field Training Officer—a leadership role that 
had him mentoring new recruits. 

As Bryan Tarsitano continued to excel in his 
career, the most important part of his life was 
also blossoming. Mr. Tarsitano met and fell in 
love with Carolyn Milanese. The two were 
married on October 28, 2000, and were 
blessed with the arrival of their beautiful 
daughter, Angelina Marie, on August 9, 2002. 

Angelina was the apple of Bryan’s eye. Fa-
ther and daughter were inseparable. When 
Bryan Tarsitano wasn’t serving and protecting 
the citizens of Pinellas County, he could be 
found in the park playing with Angelina or 
watching their favorite movies together. 

While a devoted husband and father, Bryan 
Tarsitano was also the best law enforcement 
officer in every sense of the word. In 2001, 
Bryan became a detective. As a detective for 
6 years, Tarsitano was able to help hundreds, 
if not thousands, of victims with his keen intel-
lect and crime-solving ability. 

Bryan Tarsitano had the honor of being pro-
moted to Sergeant on January 14, 2007 and 
served with distinction until his untimely death 
on May 24, 2007. During his 11 years with the 
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, Sgt. Tarsitano 
was a shining star who earned numerous 
medals, awards, and commendations. His loss 
has been, and will continue to be felt, both at 
the Sheriff’s Office and in the community at 
large. 

Madam Speaker, while we mourn the sud-
den and unexpected passing of Sgt. Bryan 
Tarsitano, I rise today to celebrate his life. For 
what Bryan accomplished during his short time 
on earth, is what most fail to do in a full life-
time. While Sgt. Tarsitano has left an impres-
sive legacy with the Pinellas County Sheriff’s 
Office, his enduring legacy is the beautiful wife 
and daughter he has left behind. 

Madam Speaker, I pray for his family and 
salute Sgt. Tarsitano for a job well done. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL BRIAN E. ALBERT 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 7, 2007 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the con-
tributions and achievements of Lieutenant 
Colonel (LTC) Brian E. Albert, and his 21 
years of service to this country as a decorated 
officer in the United States Army. 

LTC Albert began his noteworthy military ca-
reer in the Ohio National Guard in June 1983. 
In 1986, he enrolled in the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC) program at Ohio Uni-
versity. He was commissioned a Second Lieu-
tenant on January 15, 1987, then was as-
signed to the Army Chemical Corps and 
began training at the Chemical Officer Basic 

Course (COBC). Always striving for advance-
ment, he completed the COBC training and 
applied for, competed and won an active duty 
appointment with the Commandant’s program. 

Upon graduation from COBC, LTC Albert 
was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 32nd Field 
Artillery, in Hanau, Germany. During this as-
signment, he served as the Battalion Chemical 
Officer, HHB Executive Officer, and the Bat-
talion S–1. 

Within 2 short years, LTC Albert had al-
ready completed three rigorous training pro-
grams and won a prestigious appointment set-
ting the tone for numerous awards and acco-
lades including the Bronze Star Medal, Meri-
torious Service Achievement Medal (w/two 
OLCs), Army Commendation Medal (ARCOM), 
Army Achievement Medal (w/two OLCs), Na-
tional Defense Service Medal (NDSM), Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal (GWOTSM), 
Army Reserve Commendation Medal 
(ARCOM), and the Parachutist Badge. He is a 
distinguished member of the Order of Saint 
Barber (Field Artillery) and the Order of the 
Dragon (Chemical) military societies. 

LTC Albert continued to enhance his port-
folio completing the Chemical Advanced 
Course in March 1992. Over the next several 
years LTC Albert would continue his education 
completing a masters degree in human re-
source management from Central Michigan 
University in June 1999. LTC Albert’s distinc-
tive service also extends beyond the class-
room. After completing the Army’s Command 
and General Staff College (CGSC) in June 
2000, he was assigned to the 3rd Infantry Di-
vision at Fort Stewart, GA. While serving as a 
Brigade Operations officer, his Division was 
deployed in December 2002 to Kuwait in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom. He 
would go on to serve in subsequent combat 
operations in the gulf as his Division fought 
with distinction during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. 

After returning from Iraq, LTC Albert was 
assigned to the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense (OSD), Counter Proliferation 
Policy office. He continued to excel coordi-
nating key changes to research and develop-
ment legislation for critical chemical and bio-
logical defense programs. He also made in-
valuable contributions in the establishment of 
NATO’s first multinational nuclear, biological, 
and chemical defense battalion. 

Throughout his illustrious career, LTC Albert 
served in several integral command and lead-
ership roles such as Company Commander for 
the 91st Chemical Company, Field Grade As-
signments Officer, Assistant Division Chemical 
Officer, Battalion Training Officer (S–3) for the 
703rd Main Support Battalion, Brigade S–3 for 
the Division Support Command (DISCOM), 
and Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for 
counter proliferation policy. 

LTC Albert concludes his distinguished mili-
tary career with his final assignment to the 
U.S. Army Special Activity Management Unit 
located in Dunn Loring, VA. He contributes the 
success of his career to a merciful God and 
the loving support of his wife of 20 years, 
Tonya, and two children, 17-year-old Brandon 
and 11-year-old Kristen. 

LTC Brian Albert, I stand in solidarity with 
your comrades, family, and friends as we sa-
lute you for your service and your excellence 
in the United States Army. May the Lord guide 
your steps as you transition into civilian life 
and continue to inspire new achievements. 
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