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be held on October 19 in my hometown of
Flint, Michigan.

Members of the community committed to
principles of Reform Judaism founded Temple
Beth El in 1927. The first services were held
in the Paterson Building in downtown Flint.
Rabbi Leo M. Franklin of Temple Beth El De-
troit presided over the signing of the Articles of
Association. Maurice Rosenbaum, Moses
Rosenthal, Arthur Dubois, and Harry
Winegarden were the first officers. The Tem-
ple Reform Sisterhood, under the direction of
Mrs. James Rapport, started on June 8, 1927
and officially changed its name to Temple
Beth Sisterhood when Temple Beth El was
formally founded later in the same year.

In January 1935 the first permanent home
for the Temple was purchased. Located at the
corner of Liberty and East Second Street, it
provided a place for services and religious
school. The mortgage was burned on October
19, 1941 and the following year the Temple
joined the Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations. It remains affiliated with this orga-
nization until today.

Under the direction of Rabbi Morton M.
Applebaum the congregation expanded and
soon needed a larger space. The Temple
moved to the building on Ballenger Highway
and the first services held there took place on
April 14, 1950. The Jewish community world-
wide was in mourning over the murder of six
million Jews during the Holocaust. The role of
the synagogue as the center of Jewish life
took on new meaning and the opening of the
new Temple was heralded as an example of
the vibrancy of the Flint Reform Jewish Com-
munity.

To meet the needs of the community Tem-
ple Beth El moved to its present location. This
move has provided opportunities to interact
with its sister congregation, Beth Israel. The
sanctuary and building were designed to en-
hance the congregation’s ability to face the fu-
ture and meet the challenges of tomorrow.
Under the direction of Rabbi Karen
Companez, the Temple’s first female Rabbi,
Temple Beth EI has augmented its reputation
as the friendly “Temple Family.”

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentative to rise with me today and applaud
Temple Beth El as it celebrates 80 years of
spiritual vitality and dedicated community in-
volvement. | congratulate them for their
achievement and echo Dr. Max S. Hart when
he prayed, “May God let his countenance
shine upon all of us, and cause this Con-
gregation to flourish and prosper for the next
fifty years.”

———

RECOGNIZING THE SOUTH LEX-
INGTON 12-YEAR-OLD ALL-STAR
TEAM

HON. BEN CHANDLER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 17, 2007

Mr. CHANDLER. Madam Speaker, today |
would like to recognize the South Lexington
12-year-old All-Star team of Lexington, Ken-
tucky, who recently won the 2007 Cal Ripken/
Major 60 World Series in Van Buren, Arizona.
This phenomenal group of young people went
undefeated this season, securing the World
Series title in the final round against Scotts-
dale, Arizona.
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Demonstrating admirable determination and
teamwork, the 2007 South Lexington team in-
disputably rose to the occasion. This year’s
exciting win is no surprise but merely rep-
resents the hard work the players put in all
season. The team was no doubt inspired by
years of success by previous South Lexington
Youth Baseball teams. Ten different South
Lexington teams have gone to the Ripken
World Series, and in the past 15 years, three
of these teams returned home with the title.

| would like to congratulate Coach Kevin
Payne, others who supported the team, and,
in particular, the players on their success. It is
an honor to have such an inspiring group of
individuals represent Kentucky’s youth, and |
very much look forward to seeing the contin-
ued achievements of these remarkable young
men in the future.

————

PROMOTION OF ARTISTIC GIVING
ACT OF 2007

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 17, 2007

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today with my colleague from Penn-
sylvania, Mr. ENGLISH, to introduce the Pro-
motion of Artistic Giving Act of 2007, legisla-
tion that would amend recently enacted limita-
tions on the donation of fractional gifts with
more measured restrictions.

Fractional gifts are charitable donations to
museums and galleries of partial interests in
art or other collectibles that confer a substan-
tial public benefit while permitting a tax benefit
over an extended period of time. Like all quali-
fied charitable gifts, the taxpayer receives an
income tax deduction of up to 30 percent of
his or her adjusted gross income for the dona-
tion to the charitable institution—in this case,
museums. Fractional gifts are a valuable tool
for many taxpayers due to the value of the art
or collectible being donated as the value of
the gift is far in excess of the amount of the
available deduction. The benefit of these types
of donations is that many fractional gifts would
never be given to a museum without the po-
tential donor being able to participate in an ex-
tended gift-giving program.

While well intentioned, the unnecessarily
harsh provisions relating to fractional giving in-
cluded in the Pension Protection Act of 2006,
PPA, have effectively ceased charitable dona-
tions of partial interests in art to our Nation’s
museums and galleries. In trying to close a tax
loophole, the PPA suffocated a time-honored
method of giving that has made many of our
national treasures such as the Hope Diamond
and Vincent Van Gogh’s “White Roses” avail-
able to the public. By rolling back some of the
most restrictive provisions of the PPA, this leg-
islation strikes the right balance between tax
and charitable giving policy, addresses con-
cerns about tax evasion, removes fractional
giving from estate and gift tax provisions, and
again encourages lifetime donations of art for
the enjoyment of the public.

Since the passage of the PPA, fractional
giving has dramatically decreased. For in-
stance, a Santa Fe, New Mexico, museum
had a potential donor of a tribal folk art collec-
tion worth approximately $2 million withdraw
an offer to give the collection to the museum.
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Similarly, a potential fractional gift of an impor-
tant body of work from a well-known Pennsyl-
vania artist has been withheld as a result of
the change in law.

The PPA made two dramatic changes to the
income tax deduction benefits available to do-
nors. First, donors of appreciating artwork are
now limited on all contributions to the fair mar-
ket value determined at the time of the dona-
tion of the initial fractional gift. Second, donors
are now required to complete the fractional gift
within a 10-year period. Combined, these
changes negated much of the tax benefits for
donating a fractional gift of valuable pieces of
artwork and need to be modified. This legisla-
tion would slightly modify these provisions to
require taxpayers to get a certified appraisal
from the Art Advisory Board at IRS for gifts of
over $1 million and require gifts be completed
during the life of the donor. These modest
changes will address congressional concerns
about valuation of gifts and unlimited time pe-
riods for gifts while providing the necessary in-
centives for these types of charitable dona-
tions.

Unfortunately, the PPA also modified estate
and gift tax rules for fractional gifts. These
rules have proven to be unworkable and un-
necessary. The abuses of fractional giving in-
volved the income tax deduction, not any re-
duction in estate or gift taxes. Modifying the
estate and gift tax laws based on valuation
and recapture rules applied for income tax
purposes will result in unfair outcomes for tax-
payers. Unless these rules are modified tax-
payers of completed gifts could have estate
tax liability on an asset that is no longer in
their estate or have gift tax liability on gifts that
were never made. For these reasons, our leg-
islation essentially removes the changes made
in PPA to estate and gift tax rules for frac-
tional gifts.

Our Nation has a wealth of culture and cre-
ativity. Museums are the venue through which
individuals can learn from, engage in, and
enjoy history, culture, and art. Our bill will en-
courage the transfer of museum quality pieces
from individuals to public institutions.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
on swift passage of this important legislation.

——————

HONORING LT. COL. PEDRO
ALTIERY

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 17, 2007

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, among the
many of our men and women who serve in
Iraqg are the Nurse Corps Officers who treat
the ill and the wounded, giving sustenance
while saving lives.

Lt. Col. Pedro Altiery is one such member of
that Corps whose exceptionally meritorious
service earned him the Bronze Star for his
service during Operation Iraqi Freedom from
March, 2005 to May, 2006.

He was described as one of the best Nurse
Corps Officers who ensured the highest stand-
ards were kept in operating rooms and in pro-
viding quality care to the detainee population.
He developed a highly organized, professional
and clinically excellent team which could be
called on in a moment’s notice to be fully
operational.
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He set the tone for his team with his enthu-
siastic leadership. He wrote detailed Stand-
ards of Operating Procedure that are still used
today and will be for the duration of Operation
Iragi Freedom.

| salute the great work done by Lt. Col.
Altiery under exhausting conditions while
maintaining his extraordinary technical skill
and expertise. As well as thank him for his
meritorious service to our country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 17, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | was unable to cast floor votes dur-
ing the week of October 8, 2007, and on Octo-
ber 15, 2007, because of a death in the fam-
ily.

Had | been present for the votes, | would
have voted “yea” on rollcall votes 949, 950,
951, 952, 953, 954, 955, 958, 960, 961, 962,
and 963, and “no” on rollcall votes 956, 957,
959.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JERRY WELLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 17, 2007

Mr. WELLER of lllinois. Madam Speaker, |
was absent on Monday, October 15 through
mid-day Tuesday, October 16, due to an ill-
ness in the family.

If I were present | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall vote 961, “yea” on rollcall vote 962,
“yea” on rollcall vote 963, “no” on rollcall vote
964, “no” on rollcall vote 965, “no” on rolicall
vote 966, “no” on rollcall vote 967, “yea” on
rolicall vote 968, “yea” on rollcall vote 969,
“yea” on rollcall vote 970, and “yea” on roll-
call vote 971.

———

HONORING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CALTRANS STRUCTURE
MAINTENANCE AND INVESTIGA-
TIONS

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 17, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to the dedi-
cated professionals of the California Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Office of Structure
Maintenance & Investigations, which is mark-
ing its 80th anniversary of service to the peo-
ple of the Golden State.

In 1927, while Babe Ruth swatted 60 home
runs and Charles Lindbergh crossed the Atlan-
tic Ocean solo, the State of California showed
the wisdom and foresight to create a special
branch of engineering experts to ensure the
safety and reliability of its State highways and
bridges.

Babe Ruth’s home run mark fell in 1961 to
the bat of Roger Maris and air travel over the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

“pond” became a routine occurrence. All the
while, California’s bridge maintenance pro-
gram has stood the test of time and continues
to deliver on its mission of providing Califor-
nians with a safe and dependable network of
bridges carrying traffic and pedestrians over
rivers, canyons, railroads, highways and city
streets all across the Golden State.

That effort is still paying dividends for Cali-
fornia and the Nation. More than 24,000 State
and local agency bridges in California reliably
serve millions of travelers and billions of dol-
lars of commerce because of the ongoing care
provided by Structure Maintenance & Inves-
tigations staff. These structures run the gamut
from the majestic San Francisco-Oakland Bay
and San Diego-Coronado bridges to the his-
toric arch spans along the scenic Monterey
Coast and the tens of thousands of unassum-
ing concrete, steel and timber bridges dotting
the California landscape.

The safety and reliability of California’s
bridges has been instrumental in fueling one
of the world’s largest economies. More than
160 million vehicle trips are recorded on Cali-
fornia’s transportation system each day.

Caltrans Structure Maintenance & Investiga-
tions engineering personnel have conducted
more than 650,000 routine inspections and
thousands of special hydraulic, steel and un-
derwater bridge inspections since 1927. They
look for any signs of deterioration, fatigue or
distress in bridge decks, superstructures and
substructures, and the office has initiated tens
of millions of dollars in repairs to ensure the
safety and structural integrity of each public
agency bridge in California.

Thanks to the ongoing dedication of the
Structure Maintenance & Investigations profes-
sionals no public agency bridge in California
has ever collapsed due to neglect. The bridge
inspection program pioneered by Structure
Maintenance & Investigations has become the
model for transportation agencies around the
Nation and the world.

As part of its ongoing bridge maintenance
program, Structure Maintenance & Investiga-
tions maintains a library of more than one mil-
lion documents, some dating back more than
100 years, documenting the history of each
public agency bridge in California.

Structure Maintenance & Investigations per-
sonnel have responded in a timely and heroic
fashion to a myriad of natural and manmade
disasters to protect public safety and complete
any needed repairs to California’s transpor-
tation system. While their efforts have been
well chronicled in major disasters such as the
1989 Loma Prieta and 1994 Northridge earth-
quakes, SM&I personnel routinely answer the
call to protect public safety. Such a case oc-
curred last year in California’s Sonoma County
where two engineers risked their own safety to
inspect the Highway 128 bridge over the ram-
paging Russian River near Guerneville. The
engineers determined that the floodwaters had
compromised the integrity of the bridge. They
closed the structure and initiated a project that
resulted in construction of a new bridge.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, it is appro-
priate for us to convey to all the dedicated
professionals at the California Department of
Transportation Office of Structure Maintenance
& Investigations the thanks of a grateful state
for years of dedicated service ensuring the
safety and reliability of our transportation sys-
tem.
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HONORING ROSAMOND BEATRICE
OCTOBER

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 17, 2007

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, Rosamond
Beatrice October is 100 years old and the
United States was fortunate to woo her from
her native Guyana. She was born there on
November 6, 1907 and has lived through per-
haps the most remarkable age in the world’s
history.

In 1928 she and William October were mar-
ried and had two children before they adopted
several more. She was a successful caterer in
Guyana and in 1973, at an age when most
people have retired; she came to America and
continued her successful catering operations.

She is a grandmother of 12 and great
grandmother of 14, and aunt of several nieces
and nephews. She lives with her daughter,
Claudette Cox, in the Bronx and is the oldest
member of the Eastchester Presbyterian
Church. She attributes her long life to her faith
and trust in God. And we thank God for allow-
ing Mrs. October to remain with us and share
her gifts of love and experience with us all.

| offer her my sincere wishes for the
happiest of birthdays and congratulate her for
a long and successful life.

———

THE FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 16, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of the Free Flow
of Information Act, H.R. 2102, legislation that
would prevent journalists from being forced to
reveal their confidential sources in legal pro-
ceedings.

This important bill has strong bipartisan sup-
port and the endorsement of countless news
organizations and the Newspaper Association
of America.

The “press shield” is critical to the func-
tioning of our democracy. Compelling report-
ers to testify and reveal the identity of con-
fidential sources hinders the free flow of infor-
mation. Many people with important informa-
tion about government wrongdoing would rath-
er stay quiet than reveal their identities. Some-
times the only way a reporter can gain access
to a source’s information, and bring it to the
public’s attention, is by guaranteeing that
source confidentiality.

H.R. 2012 strikes a common sense balance
between the public’s need for information and
fair justice. It would compel reporters to reveal
the identity of a source if the court finds it nec-
essary to prevent “imminent and actual harm
to national security” or “imminent death or sig-
nificant bodily harm.”

The First Amendment states that, “Con-
gress shall make no law . . . abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press.” The
Founding Fathers clearly envisioned a free
press that would enable the electorate to
make informed decisions and hold the govern-
ment in check. That's precisely what this bill
would do.
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