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for bankruptcy. The show was in danger of
closing and the future of the theater was in
doubt, even to the point of demolition. How-
ever, the City Council of Grapevine, along with
the overwhelming support of the Grapevine
Opry Association members, voted to acquire
the property if the anchor tenant, the Grape-
vine Opry, would continue to operate in the
theater. A long-term agreement was forged
with the city and Yellow Rose Productions,
Inc. to operate the Grapevine Opry and the
Grapevine Heritage Foundation was formed to
manage the property. Due to the foresight of
Yellow Rose Productions, Inc., Grapevine civic
leaders and residents, the future of the Palace
Theatre was preserved.

In 1999, the Grapevine Opry underwent its
most recent renovation and celebrated a
grand reopening/homecoming show on June
2, 2001. The show continues to be a mainstay
of family entertainment not only in North
Texas but across the region and beyond.
Many music industry performers attribute their
success to experience gained on this land-
mark stage. Some of the best up-and-coming
performers in country music can be found per-
forming each weekend at Grapevine Opry.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to com-
memorate the 20th Anniversary of Grapevine
Opry’s on November 10, 2007. This beautiful
and historic building, whose preservation is
secure, is an important local landmark in
Grapevine, Texas and surrounding areas. |
sincerely wish the Grapevine Opry many more
successful years of continuous family enter-
tainment.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHARLES W. “CHIP” PICKERING

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, October 9, 2007

Mr. PICKERING. Madam Speaker, | was
unable to be present for Rollcall vote 948 to
H.R. 3648. | would have voted “yes.” My vote
would not have changed the result, but | want
this record to reflect my intention.

ENTERGY
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 9, 2007

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, on September
13, 2007 the first hurricane to make landfall in
the United States since 2005 hit Southeast
Texas. Hurricane Humberto took only 16
hours to form, making it the fastest growing
storm on record and leaving area residents
and businesses little time to prepare. Entergy
Texas, our local electricity provider was ready
and quickly took action

Hurricane Humberto left 118,000 without
electricity as they waited for the water to re-
scind to begin cleaning up debris left in the
storms wake, Thursday morning. While local
residents were busy taking care of their family
and property Joe Domino, President and CEO
of Entergy Texas, and his employees began
“turning the lights on” across our area. The
utility company, which serves parts of Texas,
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas, brought
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in around 3,000 employees and additional
contractors, to relieve their customers from the
smoldering Texas heat that is very much a
part of our Septembers. The streets of Jeffer-
son County were bustling with Entergy trucks
throughout the weekend as workers effectively
traveled from project to project. Though the
initial estimates warned that power would not
be restored for six days, dedicated employees
working into the night and through the week-
end were able to restore all 118,000 con-
sumers in just four days.

| would like to commend all Entergy Texas
employees for their hard work and dedication
during the aftermath of Hurricane Humberto.
Companies like Entergy Texas that care about
the community they serve make Southeast
Texas such a special place.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

AWARDING A CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL TO MICHAEL ELLIS
DEBAKEY, M.D.

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
National Association for Biomedical Research,
NABR and Foundation for Biomedical Re-
search, FBR, are the Nation’s oldest and larg-
est organizations dedicated to improving
human and veterinary health by promoting
public understanding and support for humane
and responsible animal research. | would like
to submit their following comments for the
record on the passing of legislation to award
a Congressional Gold Medal to Dr. Michael E.
DeBakey:

The National Association for Biomedical Re-
search, NABR and Foundation for Biomedical
Research, FBR, salute you and your col-
leagues in the House of Representatives for
recognizing Dr. Michael Ellis DeBakey and his
unparalleled contributions to cardiovascular
medicine. Dr. DeBakey’s work has improved
the health of millions of American citizens and
people around the world. His extraordinary tal-
ents as a surgeon, inventor, educator and
medical statesman make him a true medical
legend.

Dr. DeBakey richly deserves his reputation
as one of this country’s most innovative and
pioneering physicians and the most famous
cardiovascular surgeon in the world. A former
president of the International Cardiology Foun-
dation referred to him as “. . . the genius

. . the father of open heart surgery.” Upon
receiving the prestigious Lasker Award, Dr.
DeBakey was cited for: “His pioneer contribu-
tions in cardiovascular surgery . . . His lab-
oratory investigations, translated with extraor-
dinary courage and unprecedented skill to the
patient, have resulted in the correction and
cure of previously incurable cardiovascular
disease, replacing what would have been lin-
gering chronic disease and disability, or sud-
den death, by vigorous, happy, and productive
life.”

Among his many inventions and innovations
was the Dacron tube. Using his wife’'s sewing
machine and fabric purchased from a local
store in Houston, Dr. DeBakey created the
first artificial artery. These Dacron tubes yield-
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ed remarkable advancements in vascular sur-
gery. Dr. DeBakey continued to perfect new
vascular surgical techniques, which spawned
the modern era of the surgical treatment for
stroke. His innovative work didn’'t end there,
as he continued to develop new pioneering
surgical techniques for the treatment of aneu-
rysms, again leading to new, effective treat-
ments and the saving of thousands of lives.

In 1964, Dr. DeBakey triggered the most ex-
plosive era in modern cardiac surgery when
he performed the first successful coronary by-
pass. Two years later, he made medical his-
tory again by becoming the first person to suc-
cessfully use a partial artificial heart (left ven-
tricular bypass pump) to help patients who
could not be weaned from a heart-lung ma-
chine following open-heart surgery. Later in
that decade, Dr. DeBakey again became part
of medical history, supervising the first suc-
cessful multi-organ transplant, in which a
heart, both kidneys, and lung were trans-
planted from a single donor to 4 separate re-
cipients. Also during that decade, Dr. DeBakey
pioneered the field of telemedicine with the
first demonstration of open-heart surgery to be
transmitted overseas by satellite. Medical staff
in Geneva, Switzerland were able to watch
aortic valve replacement surgery being per-
formed at The Methodist Hospital in Houston.

In 1942, still early in his career, Dr.
DeBakey had achieved a national reputation
as an authority on vascular disease. Rather
than returning to his university employer and
working to enhance his career, Dr. DeBakey
felt morally bound to serve his country during
World War Il. He volunteered for military serv-
ice, joining the Surgeon General’s staff and
rising to the rank of colonel and Chief of the
Surgical Consultants Division. His work, in-
specting field hospitals and actively caring for
the wounded, led to his proposal for the prop-
er staged management of war wounds. These
recommendations made possible the develop-
ment of mobile army surgical hospitals, or
MASH units. Dr. DeBakey’s experience during
the war also caused him to recommend the
creation of specialized medical centers in dif-
ferent areas of the U.S. to treat wounded mili-
tary personnel returning from war. That rec-
ommendation evolved into the establishment
of the Veterans Affairs Medical Center, VAMC,
System.

As a scholar and man of letters, Dr.
DeBakey would later initiate the concept and
spearhead the movement to establish a na-
tional facility for historical medical papers and
artifacts. His idea and leadership brought
about the establishment of the National Library
of Medicine in 1959, housed at the National
Institutes of Health.

Dr. DeBakey has also made enormous con-
tributions to the city of Houston and what is
now known as the Baylor College of Medicine.
In 1948, Baylor University College of Medicine
was a small, virtually unknown institution re-
cently moved from Dallas to be the corner-
stone of the new Texas Medical Center. At the
time, it was the only medical school in Hous-
ton and lacked most of the facilities and pro-
grams essential to a viable medical and teach-
ing institution. Dr. DeBakey reluctantly accept-
ed a faculty position, but once on board, he
worked quickly to set the standard that would
allow the College to become one of the most
respected health science centers in the Nation
and the world. In 1969, after working for 2
decades to build the institution into a world-
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class health science center, Dr. DeBakey was
elected the first President of the newly named
Baylor College of Medicine. Under his leader-
ship, the College would experience an unprec-
edented era of growth and renowned reputa-
tion.

In recognition of his life-saving achieve-
ments, Dr. DeBakey has been honored nu-
merous times with hundreds of awards, includ-
ing the Legion of Merit from the United States
Army, the Presidential Medal of Freedom with
Distinction, the Eleanor Roosevelt Humanities
Award, and the Presidential National Medal of
Science. He has been honored by kings and
queens, and virtually every U.S. President
since Harry Truman has sought the wisdom of
“the maestro.”

————

ON THE OCCASION OF TAIWAN’S
NATIONAL DAY

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 9, 2007

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, on
the occasion of Taiwan’s National Day, |
would like to join my colleagues in wishing
Taiwan and its people many happy returns
and especially an early return to the United
Nations.

In recent decades, Taiwan has impressed
the world with its economic development and
progress in the areas of human rights and po-
litical freedom. Taiwan has also been a part-
ner with the United States in our global war
against terror.

Best wishes to Taiwan President Chen
Shui-bian and Taiwan Representative in
Washington, Dr. Joseph Wu. Representative
Wu has impressed everyone on the Hill with
his knowledge, industry and professional de-
meanor.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CHARLES W. “CHIP” PICKERING

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 9, 2007

Mr. PICKERING. Madam Speaker, | was
unable to be present for rollcall vote 946 to
H.R. 3246. | would have voted “yes.” My vote
would not have changed the result, but | want
this record to reflect my intention.

KEVIN EVERETT
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 9, 2007

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, southeast Texas
has a rich and proud tradition when it comes
to football. There have been numerous State
championships won from the neighboring high
school teams who play to capacity crowds on
Friday night. The area has produced super-
stars that have gone on to Hall of Fame ca-
reers in both the college and professional
game. But for all the championships and
awards, the greatest victory a southeast
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Texan has achieved might be against a doc-
tor’'s prognosis

Kevin Everett was an All State tight end at
Port Arthur's Thomas Jefferson High School.
He moved on to Kilgore Junior College, where
he twice received first-team All-Southwest
Conference honors. Due to his exceptional
speed and size, he was rated the second-best
junior college player in the Nation. He then
transferred to college football national power-
house the University of Miami. After 2 solid
years as a Hurricane, he was selected 86th
overall in the 2005 NFL Draft by the Buffalo
Bills.

Despite being so far away from home, Kevin
Everett had a mountain of support from his
hometown fans. He never could have imag-
ined how much he would need that support
until September 9 of this year. Kevin's Bills
were playing in week 1 when he went to make
a tackle and went down with a severe spinal
injury. Doctors originally believed that Kevin
would sustain permanent neurological damage
and used words like “bleak” and “dismal” to
describe his chances of walking again. Then,
only 2 short days later, Kevin was voluntarily
moving his arms and legs. Over the next few
weeks, Kevin made vast improvements in his
physical condition, leading doctors to believe
that he will eventually walk again and possibly
make a full recovery.

Kevin is now home in Houston with his fam-
ily, beginning a long rehabilitation period. The
grim prognosis once given to him is now but
a distant memory. Thanks to his positive atti-
tude, mental toughness, and motivation to
work hard, Kevin has shown that anything is
possible. He has earned his place amongst
other southeast Texas football greats and al-
ways be remembered as a champion of the
human spirit.

And that’s just the way it is.

COMMENDING SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL OF THE MARI-
ANAS AND SOROPTIMIST INTER-
NATIONAL OF GUAM FOR THEIR
EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF WOMEN
AND CHILDREN

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 9, 2007

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend the work of Soroptimist
International of the Marianas and Soroptimist
International of Guam, for their service to our
community and thank them for various
projects to assist and improve the lives of
women and children in Guam and the North-
ern Marianas.

Soroptimist International of Guam, which
was chartered on March 8, 1978, produces a
weekly hour-long show, “Women Making a
Difference,” on Guam’s public radio station,
KPRG. The show addresses issues of impor-
tance to women. SIG also sponsors health
fairs and, in conjunction with the Superior
Court of Guam, the annual Silent Witness pro-
gram, which focuses public attention on do-
mestic violence, as well as an annual wom-
en’s art show, “A Mosaic of Culture, Uniting
Women and Girls Through Art, Friendship and
Service.”

Soroptimist International of the Marianas,
chartered on February 9, 1986, sponsors a
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scholarship program to the University of Guam
and Guam Community College, as well as
Grandparent's Day at St. Dominic’s Senior
Care Home, Mother's Day with Alee Shelter,
the Women in Business Conference, the Uni-
versity of Guam Sigma Club, and the John F.
Kennedy High School S Club; and in 1997,
Soroptimist International of the Marianas and
Soroptimist International of Guam co-founded
and adopted as their long term project “Erica’s
House—A Family Visitation Center,” a support
service for parents and children in need of vis-
itation and exchange services. Both chapters
also jointly participate in the Women’s Oppor-
tunity Awards, the Violet Richardson Awards,
and Women of Distinction project, as well as
in the activites and projects of the Guam
Council of Women’s Clubs, Women United
Against Cancer and the Relay for Life.

Soroptimist International is the world’s larg-
est volunteer service organization for women
in business, management, and in various pro-
fessions. On October 27 and 28, 2007, SIM
and SIG will jointly host the Soroptimist Inter-
national of the Americas Founder Region Dis-
trict VI Annual Meeting on Guam with the
theme, “Share the Passion, Share the Magic.”
And on behalf of all the women of Guam and
the Marianas, | would like to take this oppor-
tunity to welcome SIA Regional Governor Sue
Finch; Governor-elect Amelia Benko; Sec-
retary Linda Sue Hansen; Fellowship Presi-
dent Dion C. Weaver, and District VI Director
Judy Lee, and to offer my best wishes for a
fruitful and productive meeting.

TRIBUTE TO DR. JAKE LIPPERT
HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 9, 2007

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me
take this moment to recognize the career of
Dr. Jake Lippert. Dr. Lippert has served as the
Executive Director for the Missouri Dental As-
sociation since 1998, who now ends his ten-
ure.

Dr. Lippert earned an undergraduate degree
from St. Louis University before completing its
Dental School program in 1959. He then hon-
orably served as a Lieutenant in the U.S.
Navy until 1961. Dr. Lippert has been a mem-
ber of the American Dental Association since
1959 and a member of the Missouri Dental
Association since 1961. During his career, Dr.
Lippert has been awarded numerous profes-
sional honors, including being named the Mis-
souri Dental Association’s Dentist of the Year
in 1998.

Beyond his private practice, Jake Lippert
has been extremely involved in his community.
He has served as an Instructor for East Cen-
tral College, the President of the Union School
Board, an assistant scout master for a local
Boy Scout troop, and a certified high school
football referee. Dr. Lippert is highly regarded
for his generosity and hard work.

As Executive Director of the Missouri Dental
Association, Dr. Lippert was instrumental in in-
creasing legislative involvement, creating addi-
tional continuing education programs, and
shaping a vision for the future of the organiza-
tion. I'm certain that Members of the House
will join me in thanking Jake Lippert for his ex-
ceptional leadership and dedication.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-13T21:03:09-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




