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Madam Speaker, throughout his life Bishop 

Mansour has followed the words of St. Augus-
tine, ‘‘With you I am a Christian, for you I am 
(a priest, and now) a Bishop.’’ Bishop 
Mansour has kept the promise he made 25 
years ago to serve Our Lord Jesus Christ with 
humility, joy, and compassion. I ask the House 
of Representatives to join me in congratulating 
him as he celebrates this momentous occa-
sion and wish him the best for the future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL JAMES 
KASLER OF MOMENCE, ILLINOIS 

HON. JERRY WELLER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a true American war hero 
whom I had the pleasure to meet recently. 

Retired Air Force COL James Kasler of 
Momence, Illinois, represents the uncommon 
courage that is found in our military men and 
women. His distinguished record of service in-
cludes 76 awards for valor and service, and 
Colonel Kasler has the distinction of being the 
only person in our country’s history, dead or 
alive, to receive the Air Force Cross three 
times. 

His career as a decorated combat pilot 
began as a B–29 tail gunner over Japan in 
World War II. He went on to become a jet ace 
in Korea, and showed remarkable bravery vol-
unteering for bombing runs in Vietnam. 

On his 91st mission, in Vietnam, Colonel 
Kasler was shot down while covering for his 
downed wingman. He would go on to endure 
61⁄2 years in a Vietnamese prison camp, and 
would become a role model for his fellow pris-
oners, including Senator JOHN MCCAIN of Ari-
zona and a member of this House, Represent-
ative SAM JOHNSON of Texas. 

James Kasler is the face of the valor that all 
our veterans demonstrated when they put on 
the uniform of our armed forces. Recently I 
had the honor of delivering the keynote ad-
dress at the dedication of the Kasler-Momence 
Veterans Park in my district, where I met the 
colonel. This park will serve to honor all those 
veterans who served and those future vet-
erans who are currently serving. Hundreds of 
thousands of military personnel go about their 
task every day without complaint, often far 
from their families and in hostile conditions— 
and too many don’t make it home. Their serv-
ice keeps us free. 

I am proud to have COL James Kasler as 
a constituent, and proud to have been associ-
ated with the veterans’ memorial that bears 
his name. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring him and all war heroes of the past, 
present, and future. 

f 

ESTABLISHING A MEMORIAL TO 
ALL VICTIMS OF TERRORISM 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker 
I rise to introduce a bill that would designate 
a permanent location in Washington, DC, for a 

memorial known as Dark Elegy, dedicated to 
all victims of terrorism. Pursuant to the Com-
memorative Works Act, my legislation author-
izes Dark Elegy as a commemorative work, 
making it eligible to be located in the Wash-
ington, DC, area on land owned by the Na-
tional Park Service or Government Services 
Agency. 

Dark Elegy is currently located in Montauk, 
New York—in my home district of eastern 
Long Island—and has been exhibited around 
the Northeast for the past 16 years. The me-
morial was created by one of my constituents, 
the artist Suse Lowenstein, and consists of 
larger-than-life sculptures depicting the reac-
tion of 76 mothers, sisters, daughters, wives, 
and relatives as they responded with shock 
and grief upon learning of the death of their 
loved ones after the 1988 terrorist bombing of 
Pan Am flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland. 
Mrs. Lowenstein’s son, Alexander, was one of 
35 Syracuse University students aboard that 
flight. 

Sadly, the creation of Dark Elegy spanned a 
growing number of terrorist attacks around the 
world. It is a striking and solemn coincidence 
that this work of art was dedicated on Sep-
tember 11, 1991—exactly one decade before 
the terrorist attacks against the United States 
on September 11, 2001. If you are not familiar 
with Dark Elegy, I ask you to view ‘‘Remem-
bering the Moment,’’ which will tell you more 
about the legacy of Dark Elegy than any writ-
ten statement could ever convey and can be 
accessed at the following website: 
www.darkelegy103.com. 

Dark Elegy was created to remind the world 
of the devastation that terrorism leaves in its 
wake. It will serve as a lasting testament to 
the victims of terrorism worldwide in the 
unending struggle to eradicate this menace 
from the globe. In addition, it is intended to 
stand as a beacon for all peace-loving people 
throughout the world to unite. 

Madam Speaker, it is my goal to help find 
a permanent home for Dark Elegy that can be 
visited by as many people from as many na-
tions as possible. From its current display in 
my district, this memorial has assumed a 
unique role in both healing and remembrance 
for many individuals and families. It has been 
visited by families affected by terrorism includ-
ing families of the victims of the September 
11th attacks and by families of murdered chil-
dren whose loss, while not terrorism-related, 
was equally painful. It is through their voices 
that the Lowensteins repeatedly heard, and 
continue to hear, the expressed belief that 
Dark Elegy should be placed somewhere 
prominent where people from all over the 
world can visit and experience it themselves. 

It is important to note that establishing this 
memorial would not cost taxpayers any addi-
tional public funds. Once a permanent location 
is found, the artist and her family will donate 
the memorial to the public. Also, the artist and 
her family will personally finance the casting of 
each figure in bronze assuring the longevity of 
the sculptures that make up the memorial. It is 
their strong belief that this is an appropriate 
use of the money paid to them from the Liby-
an Government following the Pan Am 103 
tragedy in 1988. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
please join me in cosponsoring this legislation, 
and I call upon the committees of jurisdiction 
and our leadership to consider it pursuant to 
the Commemorative Works Act and related 

legislation in order to secure a permanent lo-
cation for this worthy and poignant memorial 
to all victims of terrorism. 

f 

WELCOMING HONOR AIR 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise to wel-
come World War II veterans from my home 
district to Washington, DC. I am honored to 
welcome these members of the Greatest Gen-
eration to Washington to visit the National 
World War II Memorial. 

For the past year Honor Air of Henderson 
and Buncombe counties has provided trips 
free of charge for World War II Veterans to 
ensure that they would have an opportunity to 
see the memorial which honors their service to 
our nation, and remembers their comrades in 
arms who never made it home. I would like to 
offer my sincere gratitude to the dedicated vol-
unteers of Honor Air for making these trips 
possible. 

World War II was a defining moment for our 
country during the 20th Century. The men and 
women who served in uniform during that war 
dedicated their lives and spirit to guiding our 
Nation through some of its most trying hours. 
On behalf of all the residents of North Caro-
lina’s 11th District, I offer our deepest appre-
ciation. 

The National World War II Memorial was 
opened to the public in May of 2004, and has 
been visited by millions of visitors. Built to 
honor the 16 million Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, 
Airmen, Coast Guardsmen, and Merchant 
Mariners who served our Nation during World 
War II, the National World War II Memorial 
serves as a reminder of their sacrifice and 
service to the American people. I am thankful 
that we have finally found a permanent memo-
rial here in the Nation’s capital to honor their 
service. 

f 

DR. THOMAS C. HO 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the Texas State 
University System (TSUS) recently announced 
the establishment of the TSUS Regents’ Pro-
fessor Award to honor outstanding perform-
ance and contributions of its professors. 

These ‘‘stars of academia’’ bring attention to 
their campuses through their distinguished 
teaching, accomplishments in research, schol-
arly activities, service at the local, state, and 
national levels, and commitment to their col-
leges and universities. 

On August 16, 2007, Dr. Thomas C. Ho, a 
Lamar University Professor in the Chemical 
Engineering Department was one of six out-
standing faculty members to be recognized as 
the first recipients of the Regents’ Professor 
Award. 

Dr. Ho has had a 25-year long teaching ca-
reer at Lamar University. He, shapes his stu-
dents through his unique and challenging 
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teaching methods and projects. His excep-
tional student evaluations attest to his commit-
ment to their success, and their appreciation 
of his efforts. 

As a member of the AIChE Fluidization 
Committee, and ASME Industrial Waste Com-
mittee, Dr. Ho has received numerous teach-
ing awards, including the Amoco Teaching Ex-
cellence Award, the Lamar University Teach-
ing Bonus Award, and the Certificate of Rec-
ognition awarded by the International Inciner-
ation Conference. 

With expertise in thermal treatment of haz-
ardous and industrial wastes, fluidization and 
fluidized bed combustion & incineration, met-
als and sulfur emission control, mercury sorp-
tion and desorption on sorbents, it is obvious 
why he received the International Incineration 
Conference’s Outstanding Service Award four 
times. 

Dr. Ho currently has active research 
projects in metal capture by sorbents during 
fluidized bed technology for metal emissions 
control; development of two-state fluidized bed 
technology for metal emissions control; sor-
bent technology for multipollutant air emis-
sions control; and statistical study of PM–10, 
PM–2.5, and PM–1.0 

Dr. Ho also has illustrative papers and pres-
entations on metal capture during fluidized 
bed incineration wastes contaminated with 
lead chloride; metal behavior during fluidized 
bed thermal treatment of soil; and adsorption 
and desorption of mercury on sorbents at ele-
vated temperatures. 

Dr. Ho’s passion for students, his research 
projects and publications, and contributions to 
professional societies earned him this top 
honor. I am proud to recognize his contribu-
tions in the Second Congressional District. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER CHRISTOPHER 
PFEIFER 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to remember a brave young man 
from the Third District, Pfc. Christopher 
Pfeifer, who passed away last week from 
wounds suffered in Afghanistan on August 17 
when his unit came under enemy fire. He was 
assigned to the 1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry 
Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat 
Team. 

A talented young man, Chris has been de-
scribed as the type of person who gave his 
very best at everything he did, and who loved 
the Army. Chris’ death came just days before 
his wife, Karen, gave birth to their first child, 
a baby girl. 

Words cannot express our gratitude for 
Chris’ service to our country, or the loss of 
such a brave individual. 

HONORING JOHN JOSEPH ‘‘JACK’’ 
HEALY 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 1, 2007 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor John Joseph ‘‘Jack’’ Healy, 
former Santa Rosa mayor and city 
councilmember, who died recently as a result 
of a traffic accident. Jack, who was 81, was 
known for helping others and promoting edu-
cation. 

Because of his delightful personality, Jack 
was a top vote-getter in elections. He served 
the city for a dozen years before retiring be-
cause of heart problems. 

In civic affairs, Jack did his homework on 
the issues and was known for treating peo-
ple—even those who disagreed with him—with 
respect. Friends say that because of this, he 
had no enemies. 

‘‘He was one of the kinder, more thoughtful 
City Council persons, who didn’t just look at 
the technicality of the issue, but how it im-
pacted people,’’ longtime friend and former 
council colleague Schuyler Jeffries told report-
ers upon hearing the news of Jack’s death. 

Before becoming involved in politics, Jack 
joined the business faculty at Santa Rosa Jun-
ior College. Perhaps because of his own 
struggles to get a college education, Jack 
worked to help others achieve this accom-
plishment, and eventually he became dean of 
the campus evening program. 

‘‘I always was impressed by his desire to 
give people a hand up who needed it,’’ his 
son, Mike Healy, says. ‘‘He went out of his 
way to help people better themselves in life.’’ 

The son of Irish immigrants—his father was 
a copper miner who died when Jack was 
young—Jack dreamed of going to college. 
Thanks to the GI Bill, that dream was realized 
after World War II, when he attended San 
Francisco State University. There, he met his 
wife, Sharon, to whom he was married for 54 
years until her death in May. The couple had 
two sons, Mike and Matt, who survive them, 
along with two grandchildren, Megan and 
Tom. 

Jack was a well-liked member of the ‘‘old 
gray mayors,’’ an informal group of former city 
leaders, and continued to remain active in 
local affairs even after his retirement, serving 
for eight years on the Sonoma County Library 
Commission. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to honor a 
man who served his community not only wise-
ly but also well. Jack will long be missed. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
today I was unavoidably delayed and missed 
the vote on final passage of H.R. 3121, The 
Flood Insurance Reform and Modernization 
Act of 2007 (Rollcall 921). Although H.R. 3121 
passed by a vote of 263–146, I respectfully re-
quest the opportunity to record my position. 
Had I been present I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on Rollcall 921. 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
AND CONDEMNING RUSH 
LIMBAUGH’S ATTACK ON 
‘‘PHONY SOLDIERS’’ 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
today I am introducing a resolution to affirm 
that our soldiers have the freedom to speak 
about the war in Iraq. As a Member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, I believe it 
is important to express opposition to the view 
that American soldiers who do not embrace 
the policies of the Bush Administration lack 
the skills to do the job of protecting their coun-
try or lack the willingness to make the ultimate 
sacrifice in service of their country. 

Madam Speaker, as a general principle it 
should not be the business of Congress to 
condemn or applaud the publicly expressed 
views of private citizens. If we took note of 
every stupid, ignorant or asinine utterance in 
the public square we would have little time to 
focus on the important issues facing this na-
tion. 

Moreover, I believe firmly in the right of 
every American to speak his or her mind free-
ly. Even the most outrageous and offensive 
speech is, and should be, protected by the 
first amendment of our constitution. Our citi-
zens should be free to express their political 
views without expecting Congress to act as a 
kind of imperious censor or arbiter of what is 
acceptable, intelligent or in good taste. Instead 
of passing resolutions condemning the political 
views of others, I think the preferred approach 
for Congress as an institution is to stay above 
the partisan fray and let individual Members 
express their personal, as opposed to institu-
tional, views about the free speech of others. 

There are times, however, when I believe 
this body should speak collectively—and that 
is in those rare circumstances when the 
speech of prominent Americans, media per-
sonalities or political organizations is so out-
rageous and divisive that it commands the at-
tention of every Member. We can respect the 
first amendment rights of others without giving 
up our own right to speak out freely and col-
lectively in this body. 

In this regard, I believe remarks by a promi-
nent conservative talk-show personality, Mr. 
Rush Limbaugh, deserve a rebuke from the 
Congress. Democrats and Republicans alike 
should find his attack on our men and women 
in uniform both offensive and deplorable. 

Specifically, Mr. Limbaugh suggested that 
soldiers who oppose the Bush Administration’s 
policy in Iraq are ‘‘phony soldiers.’’ The clear 
implication of his remarks leaves no doubt. Mr. 
Limbaugh used his syndicated radio program 
to impugn the character of those American 
servicemen and women who have spoken out 
against the policies of the Bush Administra-
tion. 

I believe that Congress should make clear 
that our soldiers, whatever their rank and 
whatever their views, deserve to be honored 
for their service. I believe Congress should 
make clear that Mr. Limbaugh’s use of the 
term ‘‘phony soldiers’’ is beneath contempt. I 
believe Congress should remind Mr. Limbaugh 
that the men and women who serve in our 
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