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and was invited to the bill signing by President
Lyndon Johnson. George insisted on the inclu-
sion of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail
into the National Trails Act as a sister trail to
the Appalachian Trail in the east.

George Cardinet initiated the establishment
of the Juan Bautista De Anza National Historic
Trail which was secured by law in 1990. He
worked on the management plan and was
Chairman of the Board of Amigos De Anza
support group for the trail. He was honored at
the American Trails Conference in November,
1998, by John Horsly, Deputy Director of the
Department of Transportation, for his initiative
in organizing an international relay on horse-
back to highlight the De Anza Trail. Later
under George’s leadership, the De Anza Trail
was designated a Millennium Trail and he was
again invited to the White House. In apprecia-
tion of his efforts, First Lady Hillary Clinton
presented him with a certificate that stated, in
part, “Cardinet’s leadership will play an impor-
tant role in achieving the goal of a nationwide
network of trails that preserve open spaces,
interpret history and culture, and promote al-
ternative transportation routes as well as
recreation and tourism.”

George Cardinet worked with the East Bay
Regional Park District to annex portions of
Contra Costa County with the park district to
establish trail links between East Bay Regional
Parks and Mt. Diablo State Park. For his long-
standing and sustained advocacy of trails,
George has become known as the Father of
California Trails by the California State Horse-
men’s Association, and the Grandfather of the
Juan Bautista de Anza Historic Trail as well as
the Grandfather of National Trails by the Na-
tional Park Service.

Mr. Cardinet is survived by a brother, Walter
M. Cardinet of Auburn, a son, Dr. George H.
Cardinet Il and daughter-in-law, Claudia
Cardinet of Winters; and daughters Maureen
Casteel and Michele Tomasulo and sons-in-
law, Gary Casteel and Anthony Tomasulo, all
of Concord.

Madam Speaker, because of George
Cardinet’s countless contributions as an open
space and trail advocate, it is appropriate for
us to honor him today.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE OF
JALESSA CLEMENTS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 29, 2007

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
Ms. Jaleesa Clements, a 16-year-old con-
stituent of mine from Tuskegee, Alabama,
tragically passed away recently.

According to those who knew her, Jaleesa
was a highly intelligent young woman with a
bright future. At school, she was recognized
for her accomplishments as Miss Tuskegee In-
stitute Middle School. Jaleesa had many tal-
ents, and also dedicated her time to serving in
the Booker T. Washington High School March-
ing Aristocrats, where she served as the Ma-
jorette Captain. She was also a young woman
with a strong faith, and contributed to her
community by being an active member of St.
James AME Church in Tuskegee, Alabama.

It is a tragedy indeed that a young person
filled with such promise was taken from us at
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such an early age. She will be missed dearly.
On this mournful occasion, | ask that we all re-
member Jaleesa, and pray for her loved ones,
her family, and her community as they grieve
for her passing.

———

RECOGNIZING HJALMA E. JOHN-
SON OF PASCO COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 29, 2007

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Hjalma
E. Johnson, the recipient of the 4TH Annual
Lincoln Heritage Award presented by the East
Pasco Political Club. This prestigious award
was established to recognize an outstanding
community member for his or her commitment
to the principles practiced and espoused by
Abraham Lincoln, as well as for their humani-
tarian services to the community and to Pasco
County.

An unassuming country boy whose reputa-
tion precedes him in the global marketplace,
Mr. Johnson is President of Investment Advi-
sors, Inc., and Triple J. Ranch, Inc. He cur-
rently serves on the Board of Directors of
Hyde Park Capital’s Advisory Board, Moore,
Clayton LLC, a London based merchant bank
and Crews Banking Corp., Wauchula, Fl. He is
also a past President of the Florida Bankers
Association and the American Bankers Asso-
ciation.

Mr. Johnson graduated from the University
of Florida with a Bachelor’s in Industrial Engi-
neering with High Honors in 1958. A U.S.
Army veteran, Mr. Johnson served as a
Counter-Intelligence Officer at the U.S. Army’s
European Headquarters in Heidelberg, Ger-
many. He received a Juris Doctorate from Bir-
mingham School of Law in 1965, is a member
of the Alabama Bar, and is admitted to prac-
tice before the United States Supreme Court.
He is a 1968 graduate of the Stonier Graduate
School of Banking, Rutgers University. In addi-
tion, he served on the University of Florida’s
Warrington College of Business Advisory
Council and is the immediate past President of
the University of Florida Gator Boosters.

A former Chairman of the Trustees of Saint
Leo University, St. Leo, FL, Mr. Johnson
served on the Salvation Army Service Com-
mittee, was inducted into the Tampa Bay Busi-
ness Hall of Fame, and was a board member
of the Fannie Mae National Advisory Council.

Mr. Johnson recently celebrated his fiftieth
wedding anniversary with his high school
sweetheart, Laura. Their son, Len, is a prac-
ticing attorney in Dade City, FL, where he re-
sides with his wife, Nancy. Mr. Johnson’s
grandson, Brock, is a senior at the University
of Florida, and his granddaughter, Paige, is a
freshman at the University of Alabama.

Madam Speaker, Hjalma Johnson is well
known for his compassion for others and for
his commitment and passion to his community
and profession. | am proud to honor him as an
exemplary executive, husband, father and
grandfather in Florida’s 5th Congressional Dis-
trict, and as the 2007 recipient of the Lincoln
Heritage Award from the East Pasco Political
Club.
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HONORING ROGER CARTER, NA-
TIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE
RURITAN CLUB

HON. DAVID DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 29, 2007

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to Roger
Carter, a resident of the First Congressional
District of Tennessee, who has recently been
elected one of 7 National Directors for the
Ruritan Club.

Roger Carter led the ticket in votes by gar-
nering 503 of 666 ballots issued at the 76th
Annual Ruritan National Convention held in
Louisville, Kentucky.

Roger Carter is a member of the Ottway
Ruritan Club where he has served as Presi-
dent, Vice President, Board of Directors and
all Service Committees. The awards he has
received: Club Ruritan of the Year, Out-
standing President's Award, National Presi-
dent’s Golden Key Award, and National Presi-
dent’'s VIP Award. He also has received the
Tom Downing Fellow the highest award that a
member can receive.

Roger Carter has served as President and
Vice President of the Greene County Council
of Ruritans.

Roger Carter is a resident of Afton, Ten-
nessee, where he and Kimberly, his wife re-
side.

Roger Carter is a Transportation Technician
1 Roadway Inspector for the Tennessee De-
partment of Transportation.

Roger also is a member of: Greeneville Op-
timist Club, United Volunteer Fire Department,
Greeneville Moose Lodge #692, Greene
County Agriculture Advisory Committee and
Union Freewill Baptist Church.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my fellow
members to join me in honoring Roger Carter,
a true servant of community, whose commit-
ment and unwavering determination continue
to make a lasting impact all throughout East
Tennessee.

——————

RETIREMENT OF MR. RICHARD J.
CONNELLY OF THE DEFENSE LO-
GISTICS AGENCY

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 29, 2007

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the career of Mr. Richard
J. Connelly. Having served his country for
more than 38 years, he retired from the Fed-
eral Government on January 3, 2007. His
record of achievement during this period re-
flects great credit upon himself and upon the
organizations with which he has served.

Mr. Connelly is a member of the Senior Ex-
ecutive Service and has received numerous
awards over his career including a 2003 Presi-
dential Rank Award of Meritorious Executive.
Beginning his Federal career as an Army Sig-
nal Officer in 1968, Mr. Connelly joined the
Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) in 1972 as a
management intern in the budget office. In
1986, he was appointed to the Senior Execu-
tive Service and was named the chief of the
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budget division. He later served as DLA
Comptroller, as Administrator of the Defense
National Stockpile Center, and as the Director,
DLA Support Services.

Mr. Connelly grew up in Boston and grad-
uated from Boston College in 1968. He at-
tended Officer Candidate School at Fort Sill,
Oklahoma where he was commissioned as a
second lieutenant in the Signal Corps, and
served one year in Vietham. Mr. Connelly at-
tended Stanford University Graduate School of
Business as a Sloan Fellow and received a
Master of Science degree in management in
1978.

Mr. Connelly became Director of Defense
Energy Support Center (DESC) on November
3, 2003, directing the Department of Defense
organization that is responsible for purchasing
and managing all petroleum resources used
by the United States military. In addition, Mr.
Connelly has guided the growing mission of
total energy support by developing strategies
to buy and sell deregulated electricity and nat-
ural gas to federal agency customers.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating Mr.
Richard J. Connelly on his retirement from
Federal Civil Service. He epitomizes the dedi-
cation and professionalism that make our Fed-
eral government a model all over the world.

————
INTRODUCTION OF THE TROOPS
TO TEACHERS IMPROVEMENT
ACT OF 2007

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 29, 2007

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, today, | am re-
introducing the Troops to Teachers Improve-
ment Act to improve opportunities for veterans
to transition into second careers in teaching. |
am pleased to once again be joined in this ef-
fort by Congresswoman DORIS MATSUI. | have
been a supporter of the Troops to Teachers
program since its authorization, and | am
proud of its success over the last decade.
Since 1994, this program has placed nearly
10,000 veterans in our nation’s classrooms.

Troops to Teachers is a unique program
that provides retiring military with a $5,000 sti-
pend to help cover the costs of teaching cer-
tification in exchange for three years service in
a high-need school, which until recently was
defined as receiving grants under part A of
Title 1. To further encourage participants to
teach in schools with the greatest need, a
$10,000 bonus is offered to those who agree
to teach for three years in a school with 50%
of students below the poverty level.

This structure has proven very effective in
transitioning qualified retiring military per-
sonnel into second careers in teaching. In-
deed, Troops participants fill several critical
needs among educators: eighty-two percent
are male, over one-third ethnic minorities, and
a majority bring an expertise in science and
math to the classroom. In an increasingly
globalized economy, these valuable character-
istics provide a vital resource for schools
across the country.

However, this success is now in jeopardy
due to a drafting error in the 2001 No Child
Left Behind Act which has inadvertently re-
stricted the number of schools at which partici-
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pants may fulfill their service. The applicable
definition for “high-need local education agen-
cies” for Troops to Teachers was inadvertently
changed as it was included in the section of
the legislation regarding other alternative pro-
grams that had a different definition. This
stricter definition requires a higher threshold
for “high-need,” requiring the school to have
either 10,000 students or 20% of students
from families below the poverty level. How-
ever, the original Title | definition of high-need
was also retained in the law in the section
specifically detailing the Troops program. Es-
sentially, Congress inadvertently created two
conflicting definitions of “high-need” with re-
gard to this program.

Early on, the Department of Education and
the Troops to Teachers program recognized
this unintended change in law and worked to-
gether to address it. From 2003-2005, while
discussions were being held on how to rec-
oncile this discrepancy, the program continued
to operate under the original and intended def-
inition. However, after the completion of a ne-
gotiated rulemaking process in September
2005, the Department issued a regulation stat-
ing that the new, stricter definition was not an
error but congressional intent. As one of the
leading supporters of this program during the
drafting of No Child Left Behind, | can assure
my colleagues that this was clearly not the in-
tent of the supporters of the program.

Madam Speaker, the unfortunate result of
this, aside from limiting the number of schools
at which veterans may teach and honor their
obligation of three-years service, is that it has
disproportionately impacted western and rural
states. In my home state of Wisconsin, the
number of eligible school districts has been re-
duced from approximately 400 to 11. Not sur-
prisingly, participation in the program has fall-
en significantly since the implementation of the
new definition last year. This decision, al-
though understandable given the conflicting
definitions contained in the law, is a disservice
both to veterans wishing to continue their
service to our nation as educators as well as
children who stand to benefit from their unique
expertise.

The bottom line is that we are losing out on
great teachers because they cannot accept
the certification stipend due to a lack of
schools meeting the higher needs threshold in
their community. The more we restrict oppor-
tunities for participation, the fewer teachers we
will be able to bring into public education, and
the fewer teachers we will eventually be able
to attract to the schools with the greatest
need. Further, given the President’s recent
focus on the need for more math and science
teachers, as well as his support for adjunct
and alternative routes to teaching programs,
we should be removing, not creating, restric-
tions that prevent qualified teachers in these
areas from teaching in our Nation’s class-
rooms.

Madam Speaker, with Troops to Teachers,
the Department already has an established
program that is well-funded and successful.
Rather than restricting it, we should be maxi-
mizing this program’s potential. This bill would
still require participants to teach in high-need
schools, as defined by the Department, but if
no such school exists within a 50-mile radius
of the participant, that participant will be eligi-
ble to fulfill the obligation in a school that
serves low-income students under the original
definition. This ensures that Troops partici-
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pants teach in high-need schools first and
foremost, but are not locked out of the pro-
gram based on the demographic make-up of
their communities.

This is a pragmatic solution that is perfectly
consistent with the spirit of No Child Left Be-
hind while also supporting our veterans and
students by maximizing opportunities for par-
ticipation. | urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this successful program and restor-
ing the opportunity to “serve again” to our Na-
tion’s veterans.

———

TRIBUTE TO FIRST GRADE CLASS
AT RACCOON ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 29, 2007

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the first-grade students at Raccoon
Elementary School in Centralia, lllinois. In just
2 weeks, these young boys and girls raised
$111 to buy care packages for local soldiers
serving in the Middle East.

With the guidance of their teachers, Wendy
Bookhout and Amy Verble, the first-graders
were the first participants in the Raccoon
PRIDE program. This character building edu-
cation plan challenges students to praise, en-
courage, and respect others as well as to get
involved in their community, help others, and
to do the right thing.

The students donated the money they
raised to Steve Smith’s Second Soldier Christ-
mas Drive. Mr. Smith then sent the care pack-
ages containing quilts, phone cards, bibles,
cookies, and socks, as well as many other
items for the holidays.

| am pleased to congratulate the following
Raccoon first-grade class for their hard work
and dedication to helping others. God bless
them for their service.

Jimmy Dale Allison, Dillion Michael Adams,
Abraham August Applegate, Jonathan Altom,
Jeremy Joseph Cameron, Mara Kalyn
Bookhout, McKenzie Christine Card, Timothy
Tyler Donoho, Paige Danielle Gooden, Anna
Draper, Abbie Elaine Harris, Alyssa Finley,
Skylar Elizabeth Keele, Autumn Dawn George.

Devon Michael Dwain Milburn, Cameron
Tyler Hoard, Anastasia Marie Moistner, Kelsey
Marie Littleton, Caleb Emmerson Michael
Page, Valarie Marie Meadows, Shianne Alexis
Smith, Shawn M. Morton, Molly Ann Thomp-
son, Barbara Shiann Pauley, Justin Kyle
Tindall, Rex Nicholas Rexilius, Katlyn Paige
Whipple, Ryan Lloyd Tate, and Carter John
Wilson.

TRIBUTE TO BARBARO

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 29, 2007

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to remember
the brave and heroic life of Barbaro. This
magnificent racehorse connected with so
many Americans because of his drive and de-
termination.
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