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This legislation sought to provide additional
funding specifically for the top priority action
items in the Action Plan. My colleagues recog-
nized the urgency of this situation and ex-
plained that “The Institute of Medicine, the
American Society for Microbiology, the World
Health Organization, the Congressional Office
of Technology Assessment, and the General
Accounting Office each have found that the
Nation should improve surveillance for mount-
ing antimicrobial resistance problems; prolong
the useful life of antimicrobial drugs; develop
new drugs; and utilize other measures, such
as improved vaccines, diagnostics, and infec-
tion control measures to prevent and control
antimicrobial resistance.”

Although Congress has taken steps in the
past to address the problem, antimicrobial re-
sistance continues to grow. In 2004, the Infec-
tious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) pub-
lished, “Bad Bugs, No Drugs: As Antibiotic
Discovery Stagnates a Public Health Crisis
Brews” to highlight the lack of research and
development for new antibiotics. Antibiotics
are not profitable compared to those that treat
chronic (long-term) conditions and lifestyle
issues. In addition, when a new antibiotic
comes on the market, it is discouraged from
use to avoid the development of resistance.
Also, antibiotics are taken for short periods of
time—unlike those for chronic disease which
may be taken daily.

Earlier this year, Mr. BAIRD, Ms. CUBIN and
| introduced legislation to provide tax credits
and other incentives for antibiotic research
and development, as well as to encourage
that antibiotics, vaccines, and diagnostics be-
come more commonly manufactured in the
United States.

Last week, Congress sent the FDA Amend-
ments Act to the President for signature. This
legislation included antibiotic provisions | sup-
ported and offered as an amendment during
committee consideration. Specifically, the FDA
Amendments Act promotes education regard-
ing what incentives may be available through
the Orphan Drug program for antibiotics and
improves information laboratories and clini-
cians have about antibiotic resistance.

The “Strategies to Address Antimicrobial
Resistance (STAAR) Act” compliments these
past legislative efforts. The STAAR Act is
comprehensive legislation that advances the
thirteen key elements identified in the Action
Plan and authorizes adequate funding for
these strategies.

My bill strengthens existing efforts by estab-
lishing an Office of Antimicrobial Resistance
(OAR) within the HHS Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Health. The Director of OAR
would serve as the director of the existing
interagency task force. Also, to encourage
input from experts outside the federal govern-
ment, my bill would establish a Public Health
Antimicrobial Advisory Board (PHAAB) to pro-
vide much needed advice about antimicrobial
resistance and strategies to address it. The
STAAR Act will strengthen existing surveil-
lance, data collection, and research activities
as a means to reduce the inappropriate use of
antimicrobials, develop and test new interven-
tions to limit the spread of resistant organisms,
and create new tools to detect, prevent and
treat these “bad bugs” for which there are no
drugs. Infectious diseases experts, including
the IDSA, have said it strongly supports this
multi-faceted, strategic approach.

| appreciate the interest and leadership
many of my colleagues have demonstrated on
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this issue in the past. This legislation has
been a long time coming. | appreciate the ef-
fort of my colleague, Mr. FERGUSON, who joins
me to introduce this bipartisan legislation. Fi-
nally, | urge my colleagues to work with me to
give our federal agencies the tools they need
to ensure that combating antimicrobial resist-
ance becomes a priority.

———

NATIONAL OVARIAN CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 27, 2007

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker,
as many of my colleagues hopefully know,
September was National Ovarian Cancer
Awareness Month. All across the Nation men
and women came together for events to both
raise awareness of this terrible scourge and to
show their support for the women and families
struggling with this horrible disease—the
deadliest of the gynecologic cancers. For ex-
ample, September 7, 2007, was “Teal
Time”—a day on which millions of Americans
nationwide wore the official color of ovarian
cancer—teal—to raise awareness about ovar-
ian cancer.

While National Ovarian Cancer Awareness
Month may be over for 2007, the fight against
ovarian cancer goes on. When it is detected
early, ovarian cancer is very treatable; unfortu-
nately, ovarian cancer is one of the most dif-
ficult cancers to diagnose because symptoms
are sometimes subtle and may be easily con-
fused with those of other diseases. As a re-
sult, only 29 percent of ovarian cancer cases
in the U.S. are diagnosed in the early stages.
When the disease is detected before it has
spread beyond the ovaries, more than 95 per-
cent of women will survive longer than five
years. But, in cases where the disease is not
detected until it reaches the advanced stage,
the five-year survival rate plummets to a dev-
astating 25 percent.

As there is still no reliable and easy-to-ad-
minister screening test for ovarian cancer, like
the Pap smear for cervical cancer or the mam-
mogram for breast cancer, early recognition of
symptoms is clearly the best way to save a
woman’s life. Increased education and aware-
ness about ovarian cancer and recognition of
women who are at higher risk for developing
ovarian cancer, is the only way that women
and their doctors will be able to stop ignoring
or misinterpreting the subtle symptoms of the
disease. Recently, the American Cancer Soci-
ety and the Ovarian Cancer National Alliance
came to a consensus on the identifiable symp-
toms of ovarian cancer, even in the early
stages. The experts believe if a woman expe-
riences any of the following symptoms for at
least three weeks—Dbloating, pelvic or abdom-
inal pain, difficulty eating or feeling full quickly,
frequent or urgent need to urinate—she
should immediately see her gynecologist.

| urge all of my colleagues to remember
those symptoms and | ask each and every
one of you to please make a special point of
discussing them with your mothers, your wives
and your daughters; and encourage them to
talk about these symptoms with other women.
The simple fact is that ignorance Kkills. The
more women who know what to look for, the
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more lives we can save. If we love our moth-
ers, our wives and our daughters, and | am
sure that we do, then we owe it to them to
make the effort to talk with them about ovarian
cancer.

———

POPCORN WORKERS LUNG
DISEASE PREVENTION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 26, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2693) to direct
the Occupational Safety and Health Admin-
istration to issue a standard regulating
worker exposure to diacetyl:

Mr. BACA. Mr. Chairman, this bill requires
the Occupational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration (OSHA) to issue an interim standard to
protect workers in the popcorn manufacturing
and flavoring industries and gives time to work
on a permanent standard.

| urge support of H.R. 2693, the “Popcorn
Workers Lung Disease Act.”

Every time we microwave a bag of popcorn,
we are contributing to lung disease.

Every time we purchase popcorn at the
local grocery store, we are contributing to lung
disease.

Let's be responsible and start contributing to
a solution.

Let's make sure that we support workplace
safety legislation.

There is no excuse for workers to need lung
transplants or to die just because they are
making popcorn for our pleasure.

There is no reason why children should lose
a parent from dying of “Popcorn Lung.”

Yes, this disease is rare, but it is also irre-
versible and deadly.

OSHA must issue control measures and
education measures to prevent this from hap-
pening and to minimize worker exposure.

There is no excuse!

Tens of thousands of food processing work-
ers report to work each day and are exposed
to this dangerous chemical without any con-
trols.

This bill will give OSHA two (2) years to de-
cide on a final standard for permissible expo-
sure limits.

That time limit is fair and just.

Let’s contribute to a solution and put an end
to popcorn lung disease!

Americans have a right to be safe at work,
to breathe easily and to raise their families
knowing that their government will protect
them from dangerous chemicals.

| urge my colleagues to support H.R. 2693.

————
COMMENDING RAY PITTMAN, OF
MOBILE, ALABAMA, FOR HIS

SERVICE DURING WORLD WAR II
HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 27, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is my
pleasure to rise today to recognize Mr. Ray
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Pittman of Mobile, Alabama, for his coura-
geous service during World War Il. His heroic
story, along with other Mobilians, is told in Ken
Burns’ documentary series “The War.”

Mr. Pittman was working in Mobile for his
father’'s carpentry business when he enlisted
in the Marines. Trained to be a member of a
demolition team that assaults enemy ‘“strong
points” in advance of the rifleman, he was as-
signed to the 4th Marine Division, 20th Marine
Engineers.

In February of 1944, he and his division
were fighting in the Marshall Islands before
landing on Saipan. After securing the island,
they invaded Tinian. Pittman lost 50 pounds in
the five months he spent on these two islands.
By February of 1945, he was promoted to ser-
geant and put in charge of his own demolition
team. On February 19, 1945, Sgt. Pittman and
his squad landed on Iwo Jima. The squad of
16 was left with only three men by the end of
the battle.

Mr. Pittman’s daughter, Beth Harrison, put it
best in her article for the Hattiesburg Amer-
ican, “Dad has always said he has lived 62
years more than he should have and has
often wondered and marveled at why his life
was spared. Now, at age 84, Ken Burns will
tell his story.”

Madam Speaker, the recognition of Mr. Ray
Pittman in “The War” documentary is an ap-
propriate time for us to pause and thank him—
and all of the soldiers who fought in World
War Il. They personify the very best America
has to offer. | urge my colleagues to take a
moment to pay tribute to Mr. Pittman and his
selfless devotion to our country and the free-
dom we enjoy.

TRIBUTE TO FORMER REPRESENT-
ATIVE CHARLES VANIK

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 27, 2007

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay respect and tribute to former
Rep. Charles Vanik of Ohio, who died
Wednesday August 31 at his home in Jupiter,
Florida at age 94.

Looking back at the career and mission of
Representative Vanik, it is an utterly refreshing
example of a legislator who didn’t let politics
get in the way of his goals and vision for his
constituents and people all over the world.
Many of my colleagues have already men-
tioned the historic Jackson-Vanik amendment
to the Trade Reform Act of 1974. This critical
human rights legislation was the mark on the
map for Charles Vanik with regards to those
outside the state of Ohio, but for us Ohioans,
we know Congressman Vanik as a lifelong
stalwart for all of those who are socially and
economically oppressed.

Charles Vanik led a life of complete selfless-
ness. After receiving his law degree he was
on the City Council and in the Ohio legislature
where he was valued for his consistent effort
and achievements. He then joined the Navy
during World War Il. After his time in the serv-
ice, Charles Vanik became a municipal judge
until 1954 when he first ran for Congress. As
a member of the Ways and Means Committee
with jurisdiction over tax law, Congressman
Vanik was known for his fights against big
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business tax breaks in the halls and corridors
of Congress as he was known for his signa-
ture bow ties.

Congressman Vanik served honorably and
long as a dedicated public servant. Mr. Vanik,
who had rarely spent little more than $3,000
for any of his re-election bids, became in-
creasingly discouraged with the changing polit-
ical world and the need to siphon time and re-
sources away from addressing the concerns of
his constituents. He chose not to run for re-
election in 1980.

Charles Vanik’s life and his commitment to
principle are truly remarkable. | believe one of
the most important things we should learn
from the actions and words of Charles Vanik
is to constantly hold ourselves to the highest
possible standards, no matter what the polit-
ical environment or what criticism you might
face. The United States Congress and the
state of Ohio will miss one of its greatest pub-
lic officials, Congressman Charles Vanik.

————————

HONORING BERGEN COUNTY
ACADEMIES

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 27, 2007

Mr. ROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the Bergen County
Academies, whose outstanding work has been
rewarded with the Intel Schools of Distinction
Award which commends their superior math
and science programs.

The Intel Schools of Distinction Award rec-
ognizes kindergarten through twelfth grade
schools that promote 21st Century learning
skills in math and science. One elementary,
one middle, and one high school in each of
two categories—math and science—will re-
ceive a $10,000 cash grant and $150,000 in
products and services from the award’s spon-
sors. In order to be considered as an Intel
School of Distinction, schools must develop an
environment and curricula that meet or exceed
benchmarks, including national mathematics
and science content standards. Bergen Coun-
ty Academies was one of only six schools se-
lected to receive this honorable distinction na-
tionwide.

The classes at Bergen County Academies—
from the pre-kindergarten class to the twelfth
grade—have demonstrated excellence in im-
plementing innovative programs that support
positive student achievement in math and
science, effectively use technology, and lever-
age the benefits of teamwork in the develop-
ment of superior classroom teachers. Winning
schools serve as models for educators across
the country.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me today in commending Principal Daniel
Jaye, the staff, and students of Bergen County
Academies for their outstanding commitment
to excellence in math and science. They are
a great credit to our community and entire
country.

September 27, 2007

IN HONOR OF BRIAN SIMPSON,
WES WILLIAMS, AND JOE JANSEN

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 27, 2007

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and thank three of my constitu-
ents who helped save the life of their friend
Todd Endris, after he was attacked by a Great
White shark off Marina State Beach in Cali-
fornia on August 28. Though shark attacks ac-
tually are less common than the media would
have you believe they are nonetheless star-
tling and scary whenever they do happen. We
are reminded only too graphically of the power
of nature when these beasts of the ocean ap-
pear.

Endris, a 24-year-old student at California
State University at Monterey Bay, was surfing
in Marina when a 15-foot Great White caught
him on his right side and dragged him under
the waves. Todd fought with the shark, striking
it again and again on the eye with his fist.
After what seemed like endless punches the
shark released Todd who scrambled des-
perately back to the water’s surface exhausted
and bleeding. His friend Joe Jansen who had
seen the attack unfold shouted to Endris to
grab hold of and climb back on his surfboard
as best he could while friends and fellow surf-
ers Brian Simpson and Wes Williams helped
steer him back to the beach. Todd lost nearly
three liters of blood and was close to shock.
Without the intervention of the other three
swimmers, he could have slipped away and
back into danger’s path. As it was, he suffered
extensive injuries to his torso and right hip and
leg. He was flown to Santa Clara Valley Med-
ical Center in San Jose and is now expected
to make a full recovery.

Madam Speaker, August 28 started out like
any other day for these young men, who were
simply out for a day of surfing. No one ex-
pected to be called “hero” before the day was
done. But that is exactly what | would call Joe
Jansen, Brian Simpson and Wes Williams for
their courage in saving their friend Todd
Endris from a fatal shark attack. | thank them
for their selfless bravery and wish Todd good
luck in his recovery.

TRIBUTE TO FIRE CHIEF MICHAEL
VARNEY

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 27, 2007

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the contribution of Fire
Chief Michael Varney to the citizens of Elling-
ton, Connecticut and the strength of our volun-
teer corps of first responders. Michael was re-
cently selected by Fire Chief Magazine as the
2007 Volunteer Chief of the Year, a great
honor in the field and a testament to the com-
mitment and selfless public service of this cit-
izen hero. The award is made all the more
special given that the nomination and selec-
tion comes from his peers from across the na-
tion amongst an enviable group of worthy can-
didates. Our nation owes a great debt to these
first responders who voluntarily put their life on
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