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Prior to the incident, LaSalle Parish Attorney 

Reed Walter was quoted as telling students 
who protested the displays of nooses at their 
school that they should stop complaining 
about ‘‘innocent pranks’’ and that he could 
‘‘end their lives with the stroke of a pen.’’ It 
appears he has attempted to do just this in the 
case of these 6 students. 

The inflated charges against the Jena 6 
could lead to years in prison and a lifetime of 
trying to rebuild their lives after they are finally 
released. 

Let me be clear, I do not condone the ac-
tions of the Jena 6 in any way; I believe that 
they should be punished. However, the pun-
ishment should fit the actual crime. It is clear 
that these 6 students were treated differently 
from their Caucasian counterparts. I can only 
conclude that the harsher sentences for the 
Jena 6 appear to be based on the color of 
their skin and that is why they have become 
a symbol of the gross racial inequality that ex-
ists in our criminal justice system. 

The Jena 6 have brought to light an issue 
that is of grave concern, people should not be 
charged with crimes based on the color of 
their skin, rather, they should be charged 
based on action and action alone. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I ask that this 
Congress not turn a blind eye to the Jena 6. 
Rather, this Congress should take immediate 
action to ensure that justice is being equally 
applied to all Americans and correct the racial 
disparities that haunt our courtrooms and pris-
ons. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF REAUTHOR-
IZING THE STATE CHILDREN’S 
HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2007 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise to urge the timely re-
authorization of the Children’s Health and 
Medicare Protection Act. 

Unless the President signs the bipartisan, 
bicameral conference report that will be sent 
to him before the end of this fiscal year, the 
State Children’s Health Insurance Program will 
fail to be funded in a timely manner. 

As a result, several states will experience 
immediate budget shortages and may be un-
able to cover the health care expenses of 
thousands of uninsured children. 

Texas has the highest rate of uninsured 
children in the Nation. Twenty-five percent of 
Texas kids have no health insurance. 

The Federal Government and executive 
branch are in a position to help by refunding 
SCHIP so that states can enroll uninsured 
children into the program. These are children 
of the working poor. 

Madam Speaker, I represent an urban area, 
and many of my constituents live in poverty. 
They face tough decisions regarding shift 
work, child- and dependent care options, 
transportation challenges, and even how to af-
ford healthy meals for their families. Many are 
the working poor. 

My constituents depend on SCHIP funds for 
a continuity of health care for their children to 
which they would not otherwise have access. 
I am gravely concerned about how they will be 

affected, should federal funds suddenly dry 
up. 

For some, it could be a matter of life or 
death. For my constituents, I urge Congress 
and the President to work together to protect 
this valuable program. The Congressional 
Black Caucus is dedicated to this issue, and 
I thank the Chair for bringing attention to the 
health of our Nation’s children. 
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EULOGY FOR SADIE MAE GROVE 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2007 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, Rev. 
Bishop, it is a privilege to be invited to honor 
and celebrate the life of Sadie Mae Grove at 
her homegoing today from Mt. Pilgrim Baptist 
Church, Toledo, Ohio, September 21, 2007. 
Thank you all for allowing me to participate. In 
this church, we can all feel the love she 
shared with us as we comfort one another at 
this time of great bereavement. 

Once in a while, human beings gain a 
glimpse of heaven in the people we meet. 
Sadie Grove was such a person. 

She was loving, joyful, strong, kind, gen-
erous. And she was wise. To her beloved 
daughter Louise, lifelong friend Ada Mae 
McQueen, chosen brothers Freddie and Book-
er, precious granddaughters Natasha and 
Cassandra, great-grandchildren Tyrin and 
Deiondre, blessed family, friends and col-
leagues—our community extends its deepest 
sympathy. Grief is such a heavy load. Believe 
me, as I know from personal experience, 
Sadie’s strength will help carry you now. Rev. 
Bishop, Sadie drew enormous strength in 
knowing you would help carry her home today. 
She is grateful that we are all here at this mo-
ment. 

In life, some persons are of such strength 
and texture, the power of their personhood 
sets a standard of character, not just for their 
family, but for the broader community. Sadie 
was a woman of character. Our community 
has been shaped and imbued with her na-
ture—smiling, caring, building, nurturing oth-
ers, all of us—a woman of deep faith, abiding 
hope, and selfless charity. In some faiths, a 
smile is regarded as a charity. Surely, angels 
of all persuasions welcome Sadie today as we 
recall her welcoming smile, extending from ear 
to ear. She gave us her warm, encouraging 
hugs, and her gusto, guts, and grace. 

Sadie did not lead an easy life. Yet she took 
joy and gave joy in her journey. She was a 
woman from the working class of people who 
had to make her own way. Can you imagine 
the back-breaking discipline it took for a 
woman to work for 30 years in the old Jeep 
paint shop, not the new one . . . on her feet, 
day in and day out, many times working over-
time, working with mainly men when she 
began. She had to be one of the few women 
with that experience. Then, due to her skills 
and personality, she moved to the UAW job 
training facility at the Jeep unit of the United 
Auto Workers Local 12. It was there I first met 
her with now Lucas County Commissioner 
Pete Gerken. Imagine all the lives she 
touched, helping people transition from auto 
manufacturing to other fields as the bad econ-
omy that has plagued us yielded more termi-

nations and layoffs. She assisted her co-work-
ers, day after day. How hard it must have 
been to draw the strength to touch each life, 
one after the other, to give people hope. She 
helped lead them to a new road forward. That 
is what Sadie did. 

Sadie effectively connected to the world be-
yond her family—she was a full citizen. She 
embraced local, state, and national politics. I 
can’t remember a time when Sadie wasn’t 
there—at NAACP, the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice, The Perry Burroughs Democratic Club, 
the United Auto Workers, the Elks, and as a 
steward of her cherished church, Mt. Pilgrim. 
She was a member of the Senior Usher Board 
#1. I thought number one meant she was the 
most senior, for we in Congress respect se-
niority, but in any case she was #1 to all of us. 
She was a pillar of this church. Where would 
our community be without this church commu-
nity? Imagine Toledo without this church. 
There would be a huge vacuum here. She 
helped fill that space. I can still see her scur-
rying to greet me whenever I visited this 
church. For how many other visitors did she 
do that? She always waited for me in that 
back hall. It was there she first shared with me 
her dream for the housing development for 
this church and she lived to know it was com-
pleted. The treasurer of your church just told 
me that the $1.7 million addition the church 
accomplished was to have been paid in 15 
years. Sadie headed the stewardship com-
mittee, and the loan was paid off in 5 years 
and 7 months. Yes, you and we, could depend 
on Sadie. 

Sadie made us strong just by being with us. 
How blessed we all have been to have known 
her and shared her life. May her family, 
friends, and our entire community be grateful 
for her life and, in her memory, may you be 
given Godspeed in the days and years ahead. 

A poem by Nancy Wood entitled ‘‘Earth 
Prayers’’ brings us comfort as we honor the 
life of Sadie Grove: 
A long time I have lived with you 
And now we must be going 
Separately to be together. 

Perhaps I shall be the wind 
To blur your smooth waters 
So that you do not see your face too much. 

Perhaps I shall be the star 
To guide your uncertain wings so that you 

have direction in the night. 

Perhaps I shall be the fire 
To separate your thoughts 
So that you do not give up. 

Perhaps I shall be the rain 
To open up the earth 
So that your seed may fall. 

Perhaps I shall be the stream 
To play a song on the rock 
So that you are not alone. 

Perhaps I shall be a new mountain 
So that you always have a home. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2007 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on 
Wednesday, September 19, 2007, I had a 
meeting at the White House and was unable 
to make it to the Capitol for one vote. I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ in favor of ‘‘The Food and 
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Drug Administration Amendments Bill’’ (H.R. 
3580). 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2007 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, had I 
been present for the vote on H.R. 3580, I 
would have supported this legislation. Unfortu-
nately, I was meeting with the President of the 
United States during the time the vote was 
held. 
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RECOGNIZING THE FORT PIERCE 
ELKS LODGE 1520 

HON. TIM MAHONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2007 

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
it is my pleasure to rise today to recognize the 
members of the Fort Pierce Elks Lodge 1520 
in Fort Pierce, FL, for their contributions to our 
service men and women and to congratulate 
the Lodge for the commendation they have re-
ceived within the Elks community. 

Over the past 3 years, the Fort Pierce Elks 
Lodge has implemented an outstanding vet-
eran’s services program. Through their over-
seas military outreach program, ‘‘Operation 
Desert Elk’,’ the Lodge collects various sundry 
items and creates care packages for troops in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. These packages provide 
a touch of home for our brave soldiers who 
are serving in such hostile environments. To 
date, over 1,400 packages valued at over 
$50,000 have been mailed overseas. 

At home, the Lodge provides ongoing sup-
port to our hospitalized veterans at the West 
Palm Beach, FL, Veteran’s Affairs Medical 
Center and at local State nursing homes. 
Clothing, books, and board games as well as 
monetary donations to support recreational 
therapy programs are provided on a continual 
basis. The Lodge has also adopted veterans 
in nursing homes and provided visitation, 
greeting cards and meals. 

I am honored to recognize the exceptional 
individuals who make up the membership of 
the Fort Pierce Elks Lodge 1520 and the in-
credible services they provide for our service 
men and veterans. 

f 

FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 
MACEDONIA 

HON. ROBERT WEXLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2007 

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, a little over 
twelve years ago, on September 13, 1995, 
Clinton Administration officials played a critical 
role in addressing a pressing issue in the Bal-
kans and Europe. With American-led medi-
ation, our longstanding friend, ally and stra-
tegic partner Greece signed an Interim Accord 
at the United Nations in New York with the 

newly-established former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, a state that emerged from the dis-
integration of former Yugoslavia. 

This agreement paved the way for the nor-
malization of relations between Greece and 
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 
Following the signing of this Interim Accord, 
Greece, like the United States, strongly sup-
ported the newly established state, both politi-
cally and economically. Greece fully backed 
FYROM’s aspirations to join the key institu-
tions of the European and Euro-Atlantic com-
munity, and Greece became the number one 
investor in that country, with $1.1 billion in-
vested capital. 

Unfortunately, the former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia has not fully reciprocated these 
gestures and I am concerned about unaccept-
able propaganda impugning Greece’s history 
and cultural heritage. It is critical that Skopje 
address this propaganda and show increased 
flexibility during the ongoing U.N. negotiations, 
with a view to finding a mutually acceptable 
solution on the name issue. Resolution of this 
issue is not just a bilateral issue with Greece, 
but has regional and international dimensions. 

As Chairman of the Europe Subcommittee 
in the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, I 
have been working in a bipartisan fashion with 
the subcommittee’s ranking member, Con-
gressman ELTON GALLEGLY to support efforts 
to resolve this long-standing issue, including 
introducing House Resolution 356. This reso-
lution expresses the sense of this House that 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
(FYROM) should not violate provisions of the 
United Nations-brokered Interim Agreement 
between the FYROM and Greece regarding 
‘‘hostile activities or propaganda’’ and should 
work with the United Nations and Greece to 
achieve longstanding United States and 
United Nations policy goals of finding a mutu-
ally-acceptable official name for the FYROM. 

House Resolution 356 already has 73 co-
sponsors and I would urge my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives to cosponsor 
this resolution and urge authorities in Skopje 
to join Athens and meet their obligations deriv-
ing from the U.S.-brokered Interim Accord. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SPIRIT 
OF JOYCE SNOWFEATHER 
MAHANEY AS THE 20TH AMER-
ICAN INDIAN INTERTRIBAL AS-
SOCIATION POWWOW IS CELE-
BRATED 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2007 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the life and spirit of Joyce 
Snowfeather Mahaney who, on June 23, 2006, 
passed from this life at the age of 59 years 
and ‘‘started her westward journey.’’ 

Joyce Mahaney was born January 31st, 
1947 on the Turtle Mountain Reservation in 
North Dakota of Chippewa parents, Alexander 
and Mary Frederick. Joyce was given the In-
dian Name ‘‘Snowfeather’’’ as she was born 
during a snowstorm. Her father died when she 
was a toddler and her mother and other tribal 
members raised her. Inquisitive and always 
proud of her American Indian heritage, Joyce 
was well-schooled in the Tribal Customs and 

Laws. After completing high school on the 
Reservation, she attended Minot State College 
where she completed a Baccalaureate Degree 
in Education with a Minor in Library Science 
and Sociology. While in college, she met Rus-
sell Mahaney whom she later married, and 
they eventually moved to Toledo, Ohio, where 
she remained for over 30 years and raised her 
family. 

Although Joyce moved from the Reserva-
tion, she didn’t leave it. She continued to have 
close contact with elders, relatives and friends. 
Throughout her life she supported her Native 
American heritage, becoming a spokesperson 
for all tribes of Native Americans in the State 
of Ohio and in Michigan and Indiana, in pre-
serving the culture and traditions. Joyce was 
designated as a Pipe Carrier from the Turtle 
Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians in North 
Dakota which gave her permission from the el-
ders of the tribe to conduct special religious 
and cultural services, including praying with 
Native Americans on death row. It is one of 
the highest honors provided to a member of a 
tribe. 

In an effort to preserve all tribal cultures, 
Joyce established the American Indian Inter-
tribal Association (AIIA) of Toledo in 1988. It 
was the first organization of its kind in Ohio 
and the Midwest, and she served as the Di-
rector until her death. Her daughter then as-
sumed leadership. The primary mission of the 
organization is to preserve the Indian culture 
by conducting traditional pow-wows, pre-
senting programs and educational opportuni-
ties, providing culturally sensitive awareness in 
drug and alcohol prevention and participating 
in cultural events within the community as well 
as training through workshops and seminars. 
A further goal is to educate the general public 
about Native American cultural traditions, the 
desecration of Indian burial sites, and the ex-
ploitation of sacred ceremonies and cultural 
identities. In addition, the AIIA provides work-
shops in the schools and with local community 
organizations to maintain open contact with 
social service agencies and participate in the 
community. Joyce worked with social service 
agencies in applying the Indian Child Welfare 
Act by ensuring that Indian children were 
placed in homes where they would be ex-
posed to their culture. 

Joyce was later instrumental in assisting in 
the expansion of the American Indian Inter-
tribal Association’s branch office in Cleveland 
as well as other Indian centers in Akron, 
Michigan and Indiana. Although she was Chip-
pewa, she was an advocate for all members 
of all Tribes and Nations. Throughout her life, 
Joyce served as an activist in the preservation 
of her cultural heritage and traditions. She was 
active in the preservation of sacred Indian bur-
ial grounds in Maumee, Ohio in the 1990’s 
and frequently battled with archeologists and 
museums throughout Ohio regarding the appli-
cation of NAGPRA (Native American Graves 
Repatriation Act) laws and the handling of Na-
tive American remains. Joyce was instru-
mental in the development of the 200th anni-
versary of the Battle of Fallen Timbers in 
which a stone monument was placed in re-
membrance of the warriors who lost their lives 
in the battle of 1794. There is currently activity 
underway by the City of Maumee to name a 
bridge in her honor at the sight of the Fallen 
Timbers Monument in which the Annual Sum-
mer Solstice Ceremony is held. 

Joyce is a published author of two books 
and was working on a third at the time of her 
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