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field, and I am proud to say that the ‘‘Iron 
Man’’ has always come through. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DENNIS PETRY 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 24, 2007 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dennis Petry for 30 years of service 
on the Triad School Board. He has served on 
the school board since 1977. 

Mr. Petry served as secretary of the Triad 
School Board from 1981–1983 and served as 
president from 1983–1991. He was also 
named the recipient of the Those Who Excel 
Award by the Illinois State Board of Education. 

A 1962 graduate of Triad High School, Mr. 
Petry earned a bachelor of science in busi-
ness from Southern Illinois University at 
Edwardsville. He is married to his wife, Linda, 
and has three children, Jeff, Joel and Gina, 
and four grandchildren. Dennis is a mail car-
rier for the United States Postal Service. Aside 
from his duties with the Triad School Board, 
he volunteers his time with Knights of Colum-
bus Council 9266 and the Saint Jerome Pas-
toral Council and Literacy Committee. 

It is my honor to thank Dennis for his many 
years of service to the students of the Triad 
School District. May God bless him for his 
work. 

f 

IN HONOR OF STAFF SERGEANT 
JAMES WOSIKA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 24, 2007 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor the life of SSG James 
Wosika. Sergeant Wosika was killed on Janu-
ary 9, 2007 while on foot patrol in Fallujah, 
when an improvised explosive device deto-
nated near him. Due to his bravery and self- 
sacrifice, the nine other soldiers in proximity to 
Sergeant Wosika were not injured. 

Sergeant Wosika was serving his 10th 
month in Iraq with the Minnesota National 
Guard. He graduated from Highland Park High 
School in St. Paul in 2000. In school, he was 
a State champion wrestler and football player 
and he is remembered by his loved ones as 
a wonderful young man who would do any-
thing for his friends and family. 

Sergeant Wosika was warm, brave, and de-
pendable. He loved his country and honored 
his family, many whom served in the military 
before him, when he enlisted in the National 
Guard after high school graduation. To his fel-
low soldiers, his friends, family and all Ameri-
cans, Sergeant Wosika was a hero. 

Madam Speaker, Minnesota has lost 49 sol-
diers since the beginning of this war. The Min-
nesota National Guard has also just been in-
formed that their tour in Iraq has been ex-
tended by 4 months. 

It should be the top priority of Congress to 
keep our families safe—in our communities, 
while serving our government, and while serv-
ing our country overseas. I will continue work-
ing with my colleagues on both sides of the 

aisle to ensure this remains our focus through-
out the 110th Congress. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
the life of this brave and honorable young 
man. Along with all Americans, I extend my 
prayers and deepest condolences to the 
friends and family of SSG James Wosika. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ALAMEDA 
COUNTY’S TOP COP, SHERIFF 
CHARLES PLUMMER 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 24, 2007 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Alameda County Sheriff Charles 
Plummer who spent his last day on the job as 
Alameda County’s top cop on January 8, 
2007. His retirement ceremony included heli-
copter flyovers, bagpipes and literally hun-
dreds of handshakes. It was a fitting ceremony 
to a stellar 50-plus years in law enforcement. 

A native of Fort Bragg, on the Mendocino 
coast, Charley Plummer worked as a teen in 
a shingle mill and as a lumberjack. One 
evening, hitchhiking back to Fort Bragg, a 
California Highway Patrol officer picked him 
up. The officer told him he had the right build 
and a good personality and should become a 
cop. Soon thereafter he left Santa Rosa Junior 
College and took an exam to become a 
Berkeley police officer and joined the force in 
1952. 

In 1973, Charley was named acting chief in 
Berkeley, a post he held for 9 months. He left 
Berkeley to become police chief in Hayward. 
He held this position for 10 years before 
friends convinced him to run for sheriff. He 
won the race for sheriff and the rest is history. 

He changed the Alameda County Sheriff 
Department’s culture by bringing a high level 
of discipline to the department. Under his 
leadership, the department has become the 
only law enforcement agency west of the Mis-
sissippi to gain accreditations in five different 
functions: bomb squad, health care, law en-
forcement, corrections and crime lab. He also 
entered the department into lucrative law en-
forcement contracts with AC Transit and 
BART. 

Although Charley Plummer will no longer 
hold the title of Alameda County Sheriff, he 
will be known as Sheriff Emeritus and will de-
vote his time to charity. He serves as a direc-
tor or trustee on numerous boards and will 
continue his exemplary commitment and devo-
tion to making a difference in the community. 

Charley has never minced words nor failed 
to step up to the plate to take responsibility for 
activities or implementation of programs for 
the safety and welfare of residents in Alameda 
County. He leaves a legacy of commitment, 
straight-talk and no-nonsense service. He has 
cut to the chase and his accomplishments are 
beyond measure. I join his friends, colleagues 
and admirers in thanking Sheriff Emeritus 
Plummer for his exemplary track record and 
marathon of service. 

SUPPORT A DISABLED VETERANS 
MEMORIAL 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 24, 2007 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today Rep-
resentative DENNIS MOORE and I introduced 
the American Veterans Disabled for Life Com-
memorative Coin Act, H.R. 634. This legisla-
tion seeks to recognize the sacrifices made by 
America’s more than three million disabled 
veterans by building a memorial for them here 
in Washington, DC. 

In 2000, Congress authorized the construc-
tion of the American Veterans Disabled for 
Life Memorial just south of the Rayburn Build-
ing. Last December President Bush signed 
into law a bill transferring control of the land 
for the memorial from the District of Columbia 
to the National Park Service. Now the Amer-
ican Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial 
Foundation needs to raise approximately $65 
million to cover the cost of construction. 

This legislation will authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint commemorative silver 
dollars that will be sold with a surcharge that 
will help the American Veterans Disabled for 
Life Memorial Foundation raise the money 
needed to construct the memorial. Not only 
will these coins be collector’s items, they will 
benefit a worthy cause. 

With more than 3 million disabled veterans 
in the United States today, it is fitting that a 
memorial to their sacrifice be erected in Wash-
ington, DC. It is my hope that all my col-
leagues will join Congressman MOORE and me 
in supporting this legislation to help make the 
American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial 
a reality. 

f 

THE CLEAN ENERGY ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 18, 2007 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
we all agree that reducing America’s con-
sumption of foreign oil and gas is important. 
But, sadly this legislation is a missed oppor-
tunity. In fact, it will likely increase the coun-
try’s dependence on foreign fossil fuels. 

H.R. 6 will increase taxes on domestic oil 
and gas producers and place the additional 
Federal revenues in a fund that will pay for fu-
ture legislation to subsidize alternative energy 
programs. Imposing higher taxes one sector of 
the economy that is responsible for creating 
millions of jobs and accounts for 3.5 percent 
of total national employment is nothing short 
of terrible economic policy. H.R. 6 is a recipe 
for layoffs, lowered U.S. investment, and high-
er prices at the pump. 

One of the main provisions in the bill is to 
deny tax benefits enacted in 2004 to oil and 
gas companies. The tax benefits in the 2004 
bill did not single out the oil and gas industry. 
In fact, the 2004 legislation lowered the cor-
porate tax rate for all domestic manufacturers. 
The goal of the bill was to encourage compa-
nies, from tool and die manufacturers to the 
film industry, to remain in the United States in-
stead of moving operations to lower-taxed 
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countries. By singling out oil and gas compa-
nies and raising their taxes, H.R. 6 will have 
the effect of encouraging them to expand pro-
duction overseas, limit U.S. investment, and 
cut their American workforce. 

Another source of concern is the millions of 
Americans who invest their pension and retire-
ment savings in the oil and gas sector. Many 
State and local pension funds, as well as indi-
vidual stockholders, invest in these compa-
nies. Retirees and investors depending on 
high performing stocks will likely be negatively 
impacted by Congress’s decision to single out 
this sector. 

I am also concerned that H.R. 6 will force 
companies who signed leases with the Fed-
eral Government in 1988 and 1999 for drilling 
rights in the Gulf of Mexico to renegotiate the 
terms of the contracts they signed. Under the 
Clinton administration, the Department of Inte-
rior failed to insert a clause in these contracts 
that would require firms to pay royalty fees 
when the price of oil exceeded a certain 
amount. Now, realizing the mistake, the Gov-
ernment has begun to renegotiate the leases 
on a voluntary basis with the affected compa-
nies. Some of them have agreed to begin pay-
ing royalty fees while others have not. The 
Government should continue to voluntarily ne-
gotiate with these firms. But, for the Govern-
ment to force companies to pay new, higher 
fees as a penalty for not renegotiating legiti-
mate contracts seems akin to what a Russian, 
Venezuelan, or Bolivian government would do. 

As a sponsor of legislation to expand tax in-
centives for solar energy and hybrid vehicles, 
I am committed to the improvement of energy 
conservation and new technologies. Reducing 
oil and gas consumption is important, but I do 
not believe H.R. 6 is not the right policy for 
achieving this objective. I urge my colleagues 
to resist policies like H.R. 6 that arbitrarily pe-
nalize American oil and gas companies and 
practically incentivize them to move operations 
overseas. 

f 

COLLEGE STUDENT RELIEF ACT 
OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, the cost of college education con-
tinues to rise at an alarming rate. You may 
ask, ‘‘why does it matter?’’ The simple fact is 
that education is the single most important 
factor when it comes to equalizing opportunity 
and ensuring all students are able to achieve 
a better future and, of course, greater income. 
A well educated society is paramount to our 
global competitiveness and national security. 
Because education is so critical, I believe we 
have a duty to ensure it is available to all our 
citizens. The legislation before us represents 
an opportunity to assist borrowers with repay-
ment of their student loan debt—a debt that is 
an investment in their future. While I support 
that goal, I also urge my colleagues to dig 
deeper into the problem, and take a hard look 
at the problem of rising tuition costs. After all, 
the debt incurred by students is the costs in-
curred to participate in postsecondary edu-
cation. I would like to see us engage in a dia-

logue with the higher education community to 
understand why college costs are rising so 
rapidly and what can be done to assist stu-
dents who are struggling to even enroll be-
cause the cost barrier is too high. 

I would also like to speak for a moment 
about the cost of this proposal. I fully support 
a fiscally responsible approach, and our newly 
reinstated PAYGO rules demand that we off-
set the cost of this proposal. As such, this bill 
is being paid for through reductions in govern-
ment payments to the private and non-profit 
lenders and guarantee agencies that provide 
student loans. I have some concerns about 
how the cost of this bill may affect student 
benefit programs now available. We need to 
invest in education and we all need to take a 
hard look at the programs now available to en-
sure they are efficient and effective. However, 
we must not lose sight of the strengths inher-
ent in our current system. Students and fami-
lies benefit greatly from solid competition with-
in the student loan program, which today re-
sults in reduced fees, repayment incentives, 
and yes, lower interest rates. But there is 
more: student outreach, need-based scholar-
ship programs and services, statewide career 
testing for 7th through 12th grades—all of 
which are helping to make college more af-
fordable and accessible. We shouldn’t neglect 
that. As we proceed with this and other higher 
education legislation, I want to protect stu-
dents and families from a one-size-fits-all 
mentality and ensure these programs that 
have served so many will go forward in an ef-
ficient manner for the students and families 
they serve, as well as for the American tax-
payers making this crucial investment. 

I thank Speaker PELOSI and the Chairman of 
the Education and Labor Committee for includ-
ing higher education in the First 100 Hours. It 
shows how important the issue is and that this 
Congress is committed to moving forward with 
an investment in our students and an invest-
ment in the future of our Nation. 

f 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND 
UNITED STATES TERRITORIES 
CIRCULATING QUARTER DOLLAR 
PROGRAM ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 23, 2007 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support of H.R. 
392, which requires the Circulating Quarter 
Dollar Coin Program to honor the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
Guam, American Samoa, the United States 
Virgin Islands, and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

Madam Speaker, you will recall that in 1999, 
the United States Mint began circulating quar-
ters in commemoration of each of the 50 
States. The coin honoring my great State of 
Texas was issued in 2004. The coin, featuring 
the Lone Star of Texas, is the 28th in the se-
ries and commemorates Texas’ admission to 
the Union as the 28th State on December 29, 
1845. 

To date, Mr. Speaker, 40 of the 50 State 
coins have been circulated. I look forward to 
seeing the last 10 States honored with their 
own special quarter-dollar coin. 

Unfortunately, the beautiful city in which we 
stand today, our Nation’s capital, has been 
thus far denied the opportunity to commemo-
rate its vital importance as a part of our union, 
with a quarter-dollar coin of its own. Likewise, 
the United States territories have not had the 
opportunity to commemorate their important 
role in our nation. H.R. 392 would change this 
regrettable state of affairs. 

I thank the delegate from the District of Co-
lumbia, Ms. NORTON, for introducing this legis-
lation and urge my colleagues to vote in favor 
of it. I am, however, saddened that she herself 
cannot cast a vote in favor of this bill since 
she is not yet permitted a vote on the floor of 
the House or in the Committee of the Whole. 
I am optimistic that the new Democratic major-
ity in this House will grant elected delegates 
the right to vote in the Committee of the 
Whole at the earliest possible opportunity. I re-
main a strong supporter of H.R. 328, the Dis-
trict of Columbia Fair and Equal Voting Rights 
Act of 2007, which will give the representative 
for the District of Columbia a full, fair, and 
equal vote on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

As a supporter of freedom, democracy, and 
equality, I believe that it is long overdue for 
the citizens of the District of Columbia to have 
a representative in Congress who can vote on 
the vital legislation considered in this august 
body. It is wrong, Madam Speaker, that the 
citizens of the District of Columbia, who after 
all pay taxes to the United States, serve in the 
Armed Forces, and are subject to the laws 
and jurisdiction of the United States, are de-
nied a vote in the body that imposes those 
taxes, raises and maintains the Armed Forces, 
and makes the laws that each of us must 
obey. Similarly, we cannot deny the territories 
of Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, the 
Virgin Islands, and the Northern Mariana Is-
lands the right to have a vote in Congress. 
Doing so denies the important relationships of 
these territories to our Nation and diminishes 
the contributions of their people to our country. 

In light of this unfortunate situation, I com-
mend the delegate from our Nation’s Capital 
for introducing H.R. 392, to show the people 
of the United States capital and territories that 
we do indeed honor them. I urge my col-
leagues to pay tribute to them by voting in 
favor of this legislation to establish a quarter 
dollar coin program in their commemoration. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF SUPERVISOR 
ILLA COLLIN 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 24, 2007 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I rise in trib-
ute to Sacramento County Supervisor Illa 
Collin and her esteemed career. Supervisor 
Collin built a lasting legacy in Sacramento 
County and her presence on the board of su-
pervisors will be deeply missed. As her 
friends, family and coworkers all gather to cel-
ebrate her career, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the dedicated service of one of 
Sacramento’s finest leaders. 

Illa Collin was first elected to the Sac-
ramento County Board of Supervisors in 1978. 
She immediately made her presence known 
by tirelessly working to strengthen neighbor-
hoods and revitalize urban corridors. Through 
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