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a job with his international office. Over the last
24 years in Washington, DC, Rick has risen to
the position of Legislative and Political Director
of the IBEW.

When discussing a matter before Congress,
one got an education from Rick Diegel. You
knew you were listening to someone who
came, as Rick has often said, “out of the
tools.” Having worked and gained experience
at every level, Rick did not let the issues of
Washington, DC affect his vision and mission
of helping American laborers. For Rick, the
only question was and remains: ‘Is this good
for IBEW members?’ And those members are
electricians in the construction industry, they
are utility workers, railroad workers, tele-
communication workers, broadcast and gov-
ernment workers.

His easy manner and ready smile could
break the tension in any room, but those who
know him best never made the mistake of un-
derestimating his passion and his commitment
to the matter at hand. He has been on the
front line for a very long time and he will be
missed. | wish Rick a long and happy retire-
ment.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF CARMEN “THE
ONION PICKER’ BASILIO

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize boxing Champion and
Central New York native Carmen Basilio as he
celebrates the 50th anniversary of his World
Middleweight Championship.

Basilio was born on April 27, 1927 in
Canastota, New York. The son of an onion
farmer, he spent many hours of his childhood
working with his father on their farm, which led
to his boxing nickname “the onion picker”.
Carmen became a professional boxer in 1948,
after being honorably discharged from the
United States Marine Corps.

Basilio became the New York State
welterweight champion in 1953 and defended
that title in 1954. On June 10, 1955 Carmen
defeated Tony DeMarco in a 12 round bout to
win the World Welterweight title. A rematch
was held on November 30th of that same
year, and Basilio defended his title, after
breaking his left hand earlier in the match, by
knocking out DeMarco in the 12th round.
Basilio would hold the World Welterweight
Title until March 14, 1956 when he lost to
Johnny Saxton. Never one to give up, Basilio
regained the title on September 12, 1956 by
defeating Saxton in a rematch. He remained
the World Welterweight Champion until he va-
cated the role to fight in the World Middle-
weight Championship on September 23, 1957.

Fifty years ago this month on September
23, 1957, Carmen Basilio challenged World
Middleweight Champion Sugar Ray Robinson
for the title. The fight, which took place at
Yankee Stadium, is known as one of the most
action packed fights of the decade. Even
though he was smaller in size and reach,
Basilio defeated Robinson in a 15 round deci-
sion to become the World Middleweight
Champion. Basilio would relinquish his cham-
pionship back to Robinson in a rematch six
months later, and would twice unsuccessfully
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try to regain it back. He won two more fights
before hanging up his boxing gloves in 1961.
Carmen was named fighter of the year in 1955
and 1957, and would finish his career with 56
wins, 17 losses, 7 draws, and 27 knockouts.

Although he left his fighting days behind
him, Basilio still remained involved in athletics.
He served as a physical education instructor
at Le Moyne College and remained very in-
volved in Central New York boxing.

In 1982 the citizens of Canastota wanted to
pay tribute to their hometown fighter and did
so by erecting a bronze statue of Basilio. The
excitement of the statue led to the building of
the International Boxing Hall of Fame in
Canastota, which was completed in 1989.
Basilio was inducted in 1990 and continues to
be a frequent visitor and volunteer at the Hall
of Fame.

Carmen Basilio was a boxer, but perhaps
even more, he was a fighter. Even in losses
Basilio never gave up. He always fought with
perseverance, passion, and heart which
earned him great respect beyond wins and
losses. | am proud to stand up and honor this
man—who has served as an inspiration to so
many from Central New York—on the 50th an-
niversary of his Middleweight Championship.
As his International Boxing Hall of Fame biog-
raphy says, “his tough gritty style not only won
him world titles, but it was the heart and de-
sire he displayed in the ring that won him a
place in the hearts of 1950’s boxing fans.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, |
missed recorded votes due to official business
in my district. Had | been present, | would
have voted the following: “yea” on H. Res.
257, supporting the goals and ideals of Pan-
creatic Cancer Awareness Month, rollcall No.
865; “yea” on H. Res. 643, the resolution
commemorating September 11, rollcall No.
866.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL HBCU
WEEK

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to celebrate
National Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities week, which took place the second
week of September. It is a pleasure to recog-
nize HBCUs because, had it not been for a
historically Black college, | would not be here
today. Not only have HBCUs made a positive
impact on and provided a rich heritage to me
and my family’s lives, they lay a foundation for
many men and women of color.

At the age of 16, | left home to attend what
was then Arkansas A&M College at Pine Bluff,
later named the University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff. Following in my footsteps were six of my
siblings, three nephews, one niece, and a half
dozen first cousins. As an HBCU alumnus, |
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share a history with many notable and hon-
ored leaders within our country. W.E.B. Du
Bois, who is considered the father of sociology
due to his thesis called “Study of the Philadel-
phia Negro,” attended Fisk University in Nash-
ville, TN. The education and training that Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., received at Morehouse
College, located in Atlanta, GA, surely worked
together with his experiences in the Black
church to develop his incredible eloquence
and keen analysis of social problems.
Thurgood Marshall, the first Black Chief Jus-
tice of the United States Supreme Court, at-
tended Lincoln University in Chester, PA,
which is known as the first historically Black
college founded in 1854.

As an HBCU graduate, | know firsthand the
needs and values of these institutions. This is
why | am especially proud that during this
HBCU week, Congress can say it provided
$170 million in grants for HBCUs over the next
5 years via the College Cost Reduction and
Access Act. All 99 HBCUs that currently re-
ceive Federal funds will benefit from these
new resources to strengthen their capacity to
continue the tradition of developing Black tal-
ent into leadership. Indeed, | benefit from the
leaders produced by these institutions given
that at least four members of my staff had the
privilege of attending an HBCU.

HBCUs are not only necessary for individ-
uals who come from certain economic back-
grounds, they contain a great deal of history
and culture. The College Cost Reduction Act
will enhance our ability to keep these institu-
tions alive and vibrant. | am pleased that we
can celebrate these new resources during this
recent HBCU week.

——————

TRIBUTE TO CURTIS
MONTGOMERY

HON. STEVAN PEARCE

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. PEARCE. Madam Speaker, it is with
pride that | rise today to recognize the Curtis
Montgomery Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
#2575 on its 75th anniversary and its great
service to the veterans of New Mexico.

The Curtis Montgomery VFW Post #2575
was chartered in 1932 as a Congressionally
chartered post. Over the last 75 years this
post has been serving the veterans in the
communities of Roswell, Artesia, Hondo, and
surrounding areas. The post has more than
200 members, which include 100 life mem-
bers. The post will soon be merging with Post
#11384 in Roswell and pick up an additional
100 members.

Post #2575 celebrated its 75th anniversary
on September 1, 2007 with a ceremony. The
program honored dignitaries of the City who
have assisted veterans in the past. Special
guests included members of Task Force
Cobra from the area and veterans from all
over New Mexico. Michael A. Trujillo, a
Chaves County Commissioner and member of
Task Force Cobra, honored the Post by pre-
senting a flag flown over Iraq during Task
Force Cobra’s Iraq deployment to Post Com-
mander Mike Point. Veterans from previous
conflicts including WWII, Korea, Vietham, and
later conflicts displayed memorabilia, shared
memories, and reflected on their shared serv-
ice to our nation.
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| wish to commend Post #2575 and all of its
members for the great service they provide
the veterans of New Mexico. Congratulations
Post #2575 on 75 great years and keep up
the good work.
——

THE PERSECUTION OF THE
UYGHUR PEOPLE AND THE FAM-
ILY OF REBIYA KADEER

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Res. 497, which expresses the
sense of the House of Representatives that
Rebiya Kadeer’s children should be imme-
diately released from detention, and that the
Chinese Government should refrain from fur-
ther persecution of the Uyghur people. | am
proud to be a cosponsor of this resolution and
believe strongly that the Chinese government
must be pressed on these points.

The China of today is not progressing,
Madam Speaker, it is regressing. It is becom-
ing more violent, more repressive, and more
resistant to basic values of human rights and
religious freedom. The Chinese government
tortures and imprisons Catholic bishops,
Protestant church leaders, Muslim worshipers,
Falun Gong followers, and Buddhist monks
and nuns just because of their faith and sys-
tematically destroys churches and confiscates
Bibles. It persecutes the Uyghur people, cut-
ting them off from the outside world as it pur-
sues a policy of cultural liquidation.

Rebiya Kadeer is a brave soul who has
stood up to this violence and repression. She
has suffered so much at the hands of the Chi-
nese Government, and yet does not recoil in
fear. For her bravery, the Chinese Govern-
ment has retaliated by capturing and impris-
oning her children who remained behind in
China. They have been held at unknown loca-
tions, interrogated, and very possibly tortured.

A couple of years ago, the FBI identified
Chinese secret police following Rebiya Kadeer
and spying on her at her Fairfax home. The
Chinese Government will stop at nothing to si-
lence those who oppose its brutal tactics
against its own citizens.

| urge the House to adopt this resolution,
and to demand that the Chinese Government
cease its persecution of the Uyghur people
and immediately release Rebiya Kadeer’s chil-
dren from detention.

————

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
LYDIA THOMAS

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Dr. Lydia Thomas on
the occasion of her retirement as President
and CEO of Noblis Inc. in Falls Church, VA.

Dr. Thomas graduated from Howard Univer-
sity in 1965 with a bachelor of science in zool-
ogy. She went on to pursue a master of
science in microbiology from American Univer-
sity in 1971, and later, returned to Howard to
earn a doctor of philosophy in cytology.
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Dr. Thomas began her career with the
MITRE Corporation in 1973. While at MITRE,
she held a variety of technical and manage-
ment positions in the areas of energy, environ-
ment, health, and communications systems. In
2002, she was appointed by President Bush to
serve as a founding member of the Presi-
dent's Homeland Security Advisory Council.
Dr. Thomas was elected to the Council on
Foreign Relations that same year. In 2005,
she chaired the Homeland Security Advisory
Council's Task Force on Preventing the Entry
of Weapons of Mass Effects on U.S. Soil.

On the State level, Dr. Thomas was ap-
pointed to the Virginia Research and Tech-
nology Advisory Commission by Governor
George Allen, and then for a second term by
Governor Mark Warner. Active in her local
community, Dr. Thomas is a member of the
Superintendent’'s Business/Industry Advisory
Council for Fairfax County Public Schools, a
trustee of the INOVA Health System, and a
member of the Northern Virginia Health Force.

Dr. Thomas is the recipient of numerous
awards throughout her career, including the
1986 TWIN Award by the Young Women’s
Christian Association; the 1990 “Ebone”
Image Award by the Coalition of 100 Black
Women; the Deans’ Award at the 1991 Black
Engineer of the Year Conference; and one of
the 50 Most Important Blacks in Research
Science in 2004.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | applaud Dr.
Lydia Thomas on a distinguished career dedi-
cated to ensuring the national security and en-
vironmental health of our Nation. | call upon
my colleagues to join me in congratulating Dr.
Thomas on her retirement and wishing her the
best of luck in all future endeavors.

TRIBUTE TO ALTA MIRA CLUB
HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Alta Mira Club on its 100th
anniversary. The Alta Mira Club is a philan-
thropic project established on December 9,
1907, to benefit women and children. The club
is located in the City of San Leandro, CA, and
has been creating a positive impact in that
community over the past century.

The Alta Mira Club’s 60 charter members
became a part of the California Federation of
Women’s Clubs on January 13, 1908, with the
adoption of a constitution, bylaws, and elected
officers. The Club later joined the General
Federation of Women'’s Clubs, headquartered
in Washington, DC, on February 9, 1912.

The Alta Mira Club has a rich history. The
members participated in the Suffragette move-
ment and held classes for women on “how to
vote”, helped furnish and plant the grounds of
the first San Leandro City library, and planted
palm trees in the City, while also continuously
engaging in other community, philanthropic,
educational, scholarship, and social activities.

The Club purchased the Ygnacio Peralta
Home in 1926, receiving California Historical
landmark bronze plaque number 285 in 1949.
In 1978, the Ygnacio Peralta Home was
placed on the national register in Washington,
DC. The membership of the Alta Mira Club is
the sole support of the clubhouse, where
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members continue the tradition of providing
musical entertainment, poetry, and lectures as
a part of its programs.

| congratulate the Alta Mira Club on their
100th anniversary of excellent service to the
community, their many accomplishments, and
their continued support of civic projects and
programs.

HONORING DOTTIE JOHNSON
HON. PETER HOEKSTRA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 17, 2007

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dorothy “Dottie” Johnson, a
passionate and dedicated leader both in Michi-
gan and at the national level in the philan-
thropic and nonprofit sectors. | am proud to
say that Dottie and her family reside in my dis-
trict, yet spread their passion for philanthropy,
volunteerism and nonprofit initiatives through-
out the country. She is truly an inspiration.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Johnson’s list of accom-
plishments is long and impressive. Each has
significantly impacted individuals and commu-
nities on a myriad of levels.

For 25 years she served as the Council of
Michigan Foundations, the Nation’s largest as-
sociations of grant makers and has created
other regional associations of grant makers in
the United States and overseas.

A significant amount of Ms. Johnson’s en-
ergy has been focused on our country’s youth.
She founded the Michigan Community Foun-
dations Youth Project, involving more than
1,500 high school youth in philanthropy annu-
ally in Michigan and now an international
movement in more than 38 States and 18
countries. She created Learning to Give, an
internationally used Internet resource of more
than 800 teacher-prepared and tested lesson
plans on giving and the nonprofit sector for K—
12 education.

She founded the Michigan AIDS Fund, the
oldest statewide private response to HIV/AIDS
in the Nation. She also initiated a number of
other statewide efforts, including the Michigan
Community Service Commission and Michigan
Nonprofit Association.

The list of awards bestowed upon Ms. John-
son is yet another indication of the level of her
dedication and success with which she pur-
sued her work. She is the recipient of the Dis-
tinguished Grantmaker Award from the Coun-
cil on Foundations—the highest award from
the Nation’s leading association on philan-
thropy. She is also the recipient of the Women
of Achievement and Courage Award from the
Michigan Women’s Foundation.

She serves as a trustee on the W.K. Kel-
logg Foundation in Battle Creek and serves as
a trustee of Grand Valley State University,
which is now home to the Dorothy A. Johnson
Center on Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leader-
ship. She has served on numerous national
boards, such as Independent Sector—the
voice for the Nation’s Nonprofit Sector.

Ms. Johnson retires this month as a trustee
of the Corporation for National and Community
Service, where she served since 1998, and
has the distinction of having been nominated
by both Presidents Bush and Clinton. As a
former Chairman of the Oversight sub-
committee with jurisdiction over the Corpora-
tion, | can say firsthand that she is a wise and
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