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progress in Iraq now depends on a political
solution.

It's time for a new direction in Iraq and a
comprehensive shift in our Iraq policy. My leg-
islation will: Bring our troops home within ap-
proximately one year; Refocus our assistance
on creating jobs for Iraqis, supporting grass-
roots multi-ethnic civil society, and disarming
militias; Authorize more aggressive efforts to
punish war profiteering and reconstruction
fraud; Require a new comprehensive diplo-
matic effort—internal, regional, and inter-
national—to provide support in stabilizing Iraq
and promoting ethnic reconciliation; Strength-
en efforts to address the Iraqi refugee crisis.

This is now about making the best of a bad
situation; our military is breaking and our pres-
ence in Iraq is doing nothing to ease sectarian
tensions or promote a democratic future. We
must leave Iraq and we are going to do so be-
fore it's fixed. It will be painful for everybody:
the innocent Iraqi victims who will get caught
up in the maelstrom, as well as Americans
who will be less safe for years, if not genera-
tions, to come.

The final costs of this war are not yet fixed,
but we have a chance to influence just how
high and how horrible through our actions. At
this point, we can only try to make this terrible
situation no worse and hope that, at some
point, it might become marginally better for
both Americans and Iragis. | urge my col-
leagues to support this bill and look forward to
working with them to advance a comprehen-
sive plan to change the course in Iraq.

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

SPEECH OF

HON. TIM MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 22, 2007

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased today to rise once
again with my colleagues to recognize the stu-
dents, teachers, faculty and graduates of our
nation’s Catholic Schools.

As Bishop Donald Wuerl has stated “Catho-
lic schools are a tremendous asset to our
Church and our nation.” What graduates of
Catholic Schools offer to society is not only a
commitment to achieving academic excellence
but also of service to the community. These
are traits | learned at an early age as a stu-
dent at St. Barnabas Elementary School and
Walsh Jesuit High School and | greatly value
both my Catholic and public school education.

For instance, 86 schools, along with par-
ishes, youth ministry and CCD programs,
raised more than $300,000 over the last nine
years in support of the “Kids Share A Lunch
Nutrition Project” for the Pittsburgh diocesan
mission in Chimbote, Peru.

This years theme for Catholic Schools
Week (January 28-February 3) is “Catholic
Schools: The Good News in Education,” and
the good news is strong in Pennsylvania. With
a 15 to 1 student/teacher ratio, more than 97
percent of high school graduates from Penn-
sylvania’s Catholic Schools (including both
Catholic and non-Catholics) went on to a post-
secondary education following graduation.

This year, Catholic schools in the Diocese
of Pittsburgh celebrate 178 years of quality
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education. Pennsylvania alone, has 650
Catholic schools with over 180,951 High
School and elementary students. (47,079 High
School Students: 133,872 elementary stu-
dents).

Dr. Robert Paserba, Pittsburgh diocesan su-
perintendent of schools has stated “parents
are choosing our schools because they teach
strong moral values in a disciplined environ-
ment—clearly a recipe for helping all children
in our schools achieve their highest potential.
As with our schools themselves, our graduates
become a source of hope for the world.”

| believe Catholic schools do promote social
awareness and help make the world a better
place to live. | am pleased to commend all
those who teach and are students of Catholic
schools.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF JUDGE SAM MONK

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 24, 2007

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| respectfully ask the attention of the House
today to pay recognition to Judge Sam Monk
who is retiring after 28 years of service. Judge
Monk currently presides as Circuit Judge of
the Seventh Judicial Circuit in Anniston, Ala-
bama.

Judge Sam Monk graduated from the Uni-
versity of Alabama School of Law in 1975.
Prior to law school, Judge Monk served in the
United States Army. Judge Monk has worked
in both private practice and has served as
Presiding Judge for the 7th Judicial Circuit,
Circuit Judge for the 7th Judicial Circuit, and
as District Judge for Calhoun and Cleburne
Counties.

Judge Monk will officially retire on January
15, 2007, but a reception in his honor will be
held on January 12, 2007 at the Calhoun
County Courthouse.

| salute Judge Monk and congratulate him
on his service to the legal field over the past
28 years. | wish him all the best on this impor-
tant occasion.

ACADEMY NOMINEES FOR 2007

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 24, 2007

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker,
every year, more high school seniors from the
11th Congressional District trade in varsity
jackets for Navy pea coats, Air Force flight
suits, and Army brass buckles than most other
districts in the country. But this is nothing
new—our area has repeatedly sent an above
average portion of its sons and daughters to
the nation’s military academies for decades.

This fact should not come as a surprise.
The educational excellence of area schools is
well known and has long been a magnet for
families looking for the best environment in
which to raise their children. Our graduates
are skilled not only in mathematics, science,
and social studies, but also have solid back-
grounds in sports, debate teams, and other
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extracurricular activities. This diverse upbring-
ing makes military academy recruiters sit up
and take note—indeed, many recruiters know
our towns and schools by name.

Since the 1830’s, Members of Congress
have enjoyed meeting, talking with, and nomi-
nating these superb young people to our mili-
tary academies. But how did this process
evolve? In 1843, when West Point was the
sole academy, Congress ratified the nomi-
nating process and became directly involved
in the makeup of our military’s leadership. This
was not an act of an imperial Congress bent
on controlling every aspect of Government.
Rather, the procedure still used today was,
and is, a further check and balance in our de-
mocracy. It was originally designed to weaken
and divide political coloration in the officer
corps, provide geographical balance to our
armed services, and to make the officer corps
more resilient to unfettered nepotism and
handicapped European armies.

In 1854, Representative Gerritt Smith of
New York added a new component to the
academy nomination process—the academy
review board. This was the first time a Mem-
ber of Congress appointed prominent citizens
from his district to screen applicants and as-
sist with the serious duty of nominating can-
didates for academy admission. Today, | am
honored to continue this wise tradition in my
service to the 11th Congressional District.

The Academy Review Board is composed of
six local citizens, several of whom are distin-
guished veterans, who have shown exemplary
service to New Jersey, to their communities,
and to the continued excellence of education
in our area. Though from diverse backgrounds
and professions, they all share a common
dedication that the best qualified and moti-
vated graduates attend our academies. And,
as true for most volunteer groups, their service
goes largely unnoticed.

| would like to take a moment to recognize
these men and women and thank them pub-
licly for participating in this important panel.
Being on the Board requires hard work and an
objective mind. Members have the responsi-
bility of interviewing upwards of 50 outstanding
high school seniors every year in the academy
review process.

The nomination process follows a general
timetable. High school seniors mail personal
information directly to the Military Academy,
the Naval Academy, the Air Force Academy,
and the Merchant Marine Academy once they
become interested in attending. Information in-
cludes academic achievement, college entry
test scores, and other activities. At this time,
they also inform my office of their desire to be
nominated.

The academies then assess the applicants,
rank them based on the data supplied, and re-
turn the files to my office with their notations.
In late November, our Academy Review Board
interviews all of the applicants over the course
of two days. They assess a student’s qualifica-
tions and analyze character, desire to serve,
and other talents that may be hidden on
paper.

This year the board interviewed 38 appli-
cants. Nominations included 19 to the Naval
Academy, 9 to the Military Academy and 5 to
the Air Force Academy—the Coast Guard
Academy does not use the Congressional
nomination process. The recommendations
are then forwarded to the academies by Janu-
ary 31, where admissions staff reviewed files
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and notified applicants and my office of their
final decision on admittance.

As these highly motivated and talented
young men and women go through the nomi-
nating process, never let us forget the sac-
rifice they are preparing to make: to defend
our country and protect our citizens. This
holds especially true at a time when our Na-
tion is fighting the war against terrorism.
Whether it is in Afghanistan, Iraq, or other hot
spots around the world, no doubt we are con-
stantly reminded that wars are fought by the
young. And, while our military missions are
both important and sometimes dangerous, it is
reassuring to know that we continue to put
America’s best and brightest in command.

ACADEMY NOMINEES FOR 2007—11TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY

Air Force Academy: Greg W. Bukata, Chat-
ham, H.S. of the Chathams; David Lam,
Lake Hopatcong, Jefferson H.S.; Melissa L.
Marcial, Parsippany, Parsippany H.S.; Scott
Pierson, Parsippany, Parsippany Hills H.S.;
and Samantha J. Stibick, Somerville, Som-
erville H.S.

Military Academy: Brian C. Asman, Liv-
ingston, Livingston H.S.; Alexander Boroff,
Chatham, H.S. of the Chathams; Hadley A.
Johnson, Randolph, Pingry School; Vincent
J. Lally, Sparta, Sparta H.S.; Dario Marcelli,
III, East Hanover, Hanover Park H.S.; Alex-
ander Z. Pytlar, Califon, West Morris Central
H.S.; Jason S. Rothamel, Basking Ridge,
Ridge H.S.; Quentin Sica, Stanhope, Lenape
Valley H.S.; and Marianne R. Slotten,
Mendham, West Morris Mendham H.S.

Naval Academy: Kelsey L. Bergh, Morris-
town, Academy of St. Elizabeth; Jeffrey R.
Bland, Basking Ridge, Immaculata H.S.;
David P. Bobo, Florham Park, Seton Hall
Preparatory School; Jacob O. Bridge, Stir-
ling, Watchung Hills H.S.; Jesse S. Cohen,
Mountain Lakes, Mountain Lakes H.S.;
Kevin A. Gaines, Wharton, Morris Hills H.S.;
Peter S. Garber, Short Hills, Millburn H.S.;
Matthew R. Gregory, Long Valley, Davidson
College; Ralph N. Grossmann, IV, Green
Pond, Morris Knolls H.S.; Andrew P. Hanko,
Montville, Trinity Christian School; Steven
R. Kline, Chatham, H.S. of the Chathams;
Andrew M. Kramer, Oak Ridge, Jefferson
H.S.; William J. Ludlow, Basking Ridge,
Ridge H.S.; Jason Mariscal, Fairfield, West
Essex H.S.; Nicholas A. Mikula, North
Caldwell, Seton Hall Preparatory School;
Steven B. Monin, North Caldwell, West Essex
H.S.; Joseph P. Palamara, Denville, Morris
Knolls H.S.; Christopher X. Schneider,
Mendham, Seton Hall Preparatory School;
and David R. Weller, Bridgewater, Bridge-
water-Raritan H.S.

TRIBUTE TO MR. JAMES (JIM)
HODGE

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 24, 2007

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor an educator who spent nineteen
years working in public schools, including
those in my hometown, Menominee, Michigan.
This weekend, Mr. James (Jim) Hodge will
celebrate his retirement from a career of com-
munity commitment. | would like to commend
him for his years of service to Menominee
public schools and his long standing involve-
ment in the Menominee community.

Jim is a native son of the Upper Peninsula
or a “Yooper” as we refer to them in our part
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of the country. Like many Yoopers before him,
he worked for some time for the U.S. Forest
Service in Ottawa National Forest outside of
Ironwood, Michigan. Also like many Yoopers
before him, he spent time as a laborer at the
Cleveland Cliffs Iron Mine. Jim attended one
of the U.P.’s great educational institutions,
Northern Michigan University in Marquette, be-
fore moving on to the University of Michigan.

Jim’s appreciation for the importance of
education in a community was fostered early
when, through the Mott Foundation, he worked
as an Administrative Intern in Flint Public
Community Schools. One might say that pro-
gram was his introduction to the field of edu-
cation.

Jim returned to the U.P. in 1968 where he
began a nineteen year stint in Menominee
public schools. His first job in Menominee pub-
lic schools was Community School Director
and, for the next six years, Jim would hold a
range of responsibilities in the school system,
such as Athletic Director, Department Head of
the Physical Education Department and City
Recreation Director. During this six year pe-
riod, Jim was also Principal of the Menominee
Area Public Schools.

In 1976, Jim was promoted to Administrative
Assistant to the Menominee Area Public
Schools Superintendent. In this role, Jim per-
formed a range of duties, supervising a variety
of operational aspects of the Menominee
school system. In 1985, Jim became Super-
intendent of Menominee Area Public Schools,
a crowning achievement on a lengthy career
with the Menominee educational system.

During his tenure in the Menominee public
school system, Jim was honored with several
awards, including the Jaycee Young Educator
of the Year award; the U.P. Community Edu-
cation Association’s Outstanding Educator
Award and Lifetime Member Award; and the
Menominee Chamber of Commerce Educator
of the Year Award.

In 1987, Jim left the Menominee school sys-
tem, but he did not leave behind his involve-
ment in the community. In 1988, Jim joined
State Farm Insurance, establishing his own
local business and providing insurance to
many of the same people he had served for
so many years as a school administrator.
Working for State Farm, Jim earned numerous
awards with the help of two faithful employ-
ees, Jane Yager and Mary Tickler.

Throughout his career, in both the private
sector and public education, Jim has remained
an active member of his community on many
other levels. He served as President of the
Emmanuel Lutheran Church Council and
spent two terms as President of Big Brothers/
Big Sister of Menominee. Jim was also a
Trustee of the Greater Menominee &
Marinette YMCA Board of Directors.

While Jim has enjoyed an active and suc-
cessful career, he has always set aside time
for family. He married Greta Theuerkauf in
Menominee in 1970. Together, Jim and Greta
raised three children, Wade, Tiffany, and
Tarra.

Now that Jim has entered a well-deserved
retirement, he will undoubtedly have more
time to spend with Greta and his children.
Hopefully, he will also be able to further in-
dulge in his life long hobbies of skiing, camp-
ing and other outdoor activities, perhaps with
his loyal dog and best friend, Reggie, at his
side.

Madam Speaker, my father was a public
school administrator. Therefore, | am well ac-
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quainted with the dedication, commitment and
time required for an individual to succeed in
that field. Those who choose to pursue a ca-
reer in public education do so less for per-
sonal gain and more to playa constructive role
in their community. Jim Hodge clearly fits that
description, having dedicated nearly two dec-
ades to Menominee’s public school system.

As Mr. Hodge and the Menominee commu-
nity celebrate his career and honor his retire-
ment, | ask that the entire U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in thanking him for his
service and in wishing him, Greta, their chil-
dren, and their newest grand child all the best
for many years to come.

HONORING THE DALE CITY
BENGALS

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 24, 2007

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Dale City Bengals,
who on December 9, 2006, won the American
Youth Football Pee Wee “AA” Division Na-
tional Championship.

After a stellar regular season the Bengals
advanced through local and regional qualifiers
to gain a berth in the national tournament in
Tampa, FL. Over a period of 5 days, the Ben-
gals played against the best football teams in
the Nation and emerged victorious with the
“Taft” National Championship Trophy.

The tournament started with a seeding
game, where the Bengals drew a match up
against the Brooklyn Chiefs. The Bengals got
off to a rocky start as they were routed 27-6.
Their four coaches, Jim Spellman, Joviaire
Yarbo, Joel Avent, and Moses Webb, knew it
was time to refocus. Through an extra practice
and a new attitude they were able to do just
that.

In their next game against the Westchester
Raiders the Bengals came out with a chip on
their shoulder, and they were forced to invoke
the mercy rule on the way to a 48—13 victory.
In the meantime, Brooklyn had won their semi-
final game as well, setting the stage for an
epic rematch.

Prior to the final game, Assistant Coach
Yarbo brought the team together and during
an inspired speech told the players, “it doesn’t
matter how you get there—it matters what you
do when you get there.” Drawing on these
words and a power ground game, the Dale
City Bengals persevered to create a 13-6 lead
late in the game. With the Chiefs driving on
what would prove to be their final possession,
middle line backer Jacob Spellman intercepted
an errant pass that sealed the outcome of the
game, earning him MVP honors.

In a truly inspirational story, the Dale City
Bengals represent all that is great about youth
sports. Drawing on the support of their par-
ents, coaches and community, the Bengals’
team performance shows that anything is pos-
sible when people come together to achieve a
common goal. | honor the efforts of every
player: Daniel Amendolaro, Jaylen Avent,
Juan Bennett, Shakeem Copeland, GeJuane
Dalrymple, Xavier Dashiell I, Typer Donnelly,
Easton Hawk, Khalil Jackson, Jamil Jackson,
Kinte Johnson, T.J. Middleton, Kamel Mont-
gomery, Tariq Qawiyy, Darnell Rife, Michaiah
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