E1846

Throughout the entire ninth month of the Is-
lamic calendar year, Muslims demonstrate
their devotion to God by fasting from sunrise
until sunset. The holy month of Ramadan is
also an important time for Muslim families and
communities as they join together in expres-
sion of their devotion.

Many Muslims take the month of September
to seek physical and spiritual renewal. In fact,
more than 25,000 Muslims in my Congres-
sional District observe this celebration to mark
their steadfast commitments to faith, peace,
family and heritage.

Madam Speaker and distinguished col-
leagues, please join me in honoring the cele-
bration of the month of Ramadan and wishing
Muslims a peaceful and blessed holiday.

TAIWAN
HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. CULBERSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of Taiwan’s decision to apply
for admittance to the United Nations. | urge
the Administration and the Secretary General
to reconsider their positions and accept Tai-
wan, a sovereign and democratically elected
government, as a peer in the international
community.

For over 50 years, Taiwan has been a flour-
ishing, independent and sovereign government
in the developing world and Southeast Asia.
Taiwan has developed a world-class democ-
racy, serving as a model for countries in the
region. The people of Taiwan inspire others in
Southeast Asia and around the world who de-
sire freedom and prosperity. America should
stand with our friends who engage in peaceful
democracy and Taiwan deserves our support.

Taiwan has all the qualifications for a sov-
ereign state as laid out in the “Montevideo
Convention on the Rights and Duties of
States.” Taiwan has a permanent population,
a recognized and defined territory, govern-
ment, and the capacity to enter relations with
other states, including 23 members of the UN.
Under Article 4 of the UN Charter, Taiwan
clearly has the right to apply for membership.
The Secretary General should allow Taiwan to
present its case to the General Assembly and
allow a vote to proceed.

Taiwan plays an important role in the inter-
national community because of its democratic
and economic success. Other nations are ben-
efiting from Taiwan’s access to markets and
technology. It defies logic and the principle of
fairness that the Taiwanese people and gov-
ernment are not given the same voice as ev-
eryone else throughout the world.

In petitioning the UN for membership under
the name Taiwan, President Chen Shui-bian is
dutifully responding to the sentiments of his
people, of which three-quarters support apply-
ing for UN membership under the name of
Taiwan. This is a responsible decision by the
government and not a new initiative. The gov-
ernment in Taipei has been petitioning for UN
membership since 1993.

In closing, Madam Speaker, | urge this body
to stand with our friends and allies in Taiwan.
| hope you will join me in supporting strong
democracy in the world by supporting Tai-
wan’s bid for membership to the United Na-
tions.
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HONORING WOODROW SKAFF
HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Woodrow “Woody” Skaff on his 90th
birthday. Woodrow turned 90 on August 26th.
A celebration hosted by the University of
Michigan-Flint is being held on September
12th in my hometown of Flint, Michigan.

Woody's father came to the United States in
1906. He settled in Flint and married Martha
VanDemark. They started a carpet business
and had five children. Woody began working
in the family business during the 1930s, After
World War Il, his two brothers, Don and Jack,
joined Woody and the three sons expanded
their father’s business to include furniture. The
brothers continued to grow the business and
operated 6 different stores. By the 1970s the
third generation became involved when
Woody’s oldest son, George, became in-
volved. The business continues today to be a
vibrant family run enterprise built on the cor-
nerstone of respect and service to the cus-
tomer and community.

Even after retirement, Woody Skaff still
maintains this respect for the community. He
is involved in numerous organizations includ-
ing Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Flint,
Young Life—Christian Camp, Crossroads, the
YWCA, the Community Foundation of Greater
Flint, First Presbyterian Church, the Flint Insti-
tute of Music, the Flint Institute of Art and the
Cultural Center. Woody has funded a scholar-
ship program at the University of Michigan-
Flint and over 30 students have benefited from
his generosity.

Madam Speaker please join me in congratu-
lating Woodrow Skaff for 90 years of living his
Christian faith by loving, caring and helping
others. He has made a significant contribution
to the Flint community through his generosity
and his example. | wish him the best in the
coming year and many, many more.

———

EXPRESSING THE CONDOLENCES
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE PAUL E. GILLMOR,
A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
STATE OF OHIO

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 5, 2007
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,

| rise to pay tribute to a great American and
a member of this House. PAUL E. GILLMOR

was a veteran, lawyer, businessman, and
Member of Congress from Ohio.
Congressman GILLMOR, who died on

Wednesday, September 5, 2007, was a re-
spected member of this body and respected
by all who knew him. He was actually a legis-
lator’s legislator. He was known often to put
aside partisan politics and reach across the
aisle to legislate in a bipartisan manner for the
best interests of the American people.

In 1961 he received a bachelor of arts de-
gree from Ohio Wesleyan University. Although
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he was a lifelong Buckeye, PAUL GILLMOR re-
ceived a law degree from the University of
Michigan Law School. From 1965 to 1996, he
served his country in the U.S. Air Force as a
judge advocate, attaining the rank of captain.
He married Karen Lako, who also served in
the Ohio Senate, in 1983. He had five chil-
dren: daughters Linda and Julie and sons Paul
and twins Adam and Connor.

Before he came to Capitol Hill in 1988, he
spent 22 years in the Ohio statehouse where
he became the senate president for three
terms. He got to know the people, because
half of this work is getting to know the people.
His presence will be greatly missed and we all
mourn his loss and extend our sincerest con-
dolences to his family and friends.

More interested in policy than in seeking the
limelight, PAUL GILLMOR focused his time here
in the House squarely on the needs of his
constituents. On the Energy and Commerce
Committee, he was deeply involved in con-
sumer issues, including protecting consumers
from unfair credit report practices. He also
worked to preserve our history by supporting
and improving sites honoring our Nation’s
Presidents.

PAuL GILLMOR was unanimously elected in
2006 by representatives of the 26 NATO
countries to serve as Vice President of the
NATO Parliamentary Assembly. As vice presi-
dent of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly,
Congressman GILLMOR was the highest rank-
ing American in this highly esteemed inter-
national organization.

Most recently, Ohio has been plagued by
scandals arising from predatory lending, and
Representative GILLMOR was a leader in trying
to help families and communities that had
been subject to predatory lending, pulling to-
gether the Ohio delegation to identify ways we
can impact our neighborhoods and support
laws that could impact families that had been
subject to predatory lending.

Mr. Speaker, a dear colleague has fallen but
he will not be forgotten. We are all saddened
by our loss but we are happy to have served
with him. Our prayers and condolences go out
to his widow Karen, his five children, and to
thousands of his friends around the Nation. He
touched so many lives during his career in
politics, and he will truly be missed by me and
the American people.

—

CELEBRATING THE INSTALLATION
OF DR. SHARON K. HAHS AS
PRESIDENT OF NORTHEASTERN
ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Dr. Sharon K. Hahs on
her official installation as President of North-
eastern lllinois University.

Located in lllinois’ 5th Congressional Dis-
trict, Northeastern lllinois University serves
over 12,000 students from the Chicago metro-
politan area, providing students with an afford-
able, high-quality academic experience. NEIU
has a population that is richly diverse in eth-
nicity, culture, age and language. The institu-
tion today offers over 80 undergraduate and
graduate majors, and has the largest teacher
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education program of the public universities in
Chicago and is one of the top producers of
education degrees in the state.

Dr. Hahs is the perfect choice to lead this
fine school, as demonstrated by her career
which has been devoted to post-secondary
education. Prior to assuming the role of presi-
dent, Dr. Hahs served as Provost and Vice
Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Director
of Special Projects at Southern lllinois Univer-
sity Edwardsville.

Dr. Hahs has more than 30 years of experi-
ence in higher education, beginning with a 10-
year term as a member of the chemistry de-
partment at Metropolitan State College in Den-
ver. She served as Dean of the School of Hu-
manities and Sciences at the University of
South Carolina at Spartanburg from 1984 to
1994. She then became the first-ever Dean of
the newly formed College of Arts and
Sciences at SIUE, and served in that role from
1995 to 2000. On July 1, 2000, Dr. Hahs was
appointed Provost and Vice Chancellor for
Academic Affairs at SIUE.

A native of Washington, Indiana, Dr. Hahs
earned a B.A. in chemistry from lllinois Wes-
leyan University, and an M.S. and Ph.D. in in-
organic chemistry from the University of New
Mexico. She and her husband of 38 years
have two daughters and a grandson.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of
the 5th Congressional District, | again wish to
congratulate Dr. Sharon K. Hahs on her instal-
lation as President of Northeastern lllinois Uni-
versity. Her experiences as both a teacher
and an administrator make her a valuable
leader at Northeastern lllinois and for the
State of lllinois. | wish her continued success
as the President of NEIU and beyond.

——————

CONGRATULATING MS. MAGGIE
CARTER

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents,
Ms. Maggie Carter of Greenwood Village, Col-
orado, who will attend a People to People
World Leadership Forum in 2008. Her out-
standing academic merits and communal in-
volvement have laid a solid foundation of indi-
vidual integrity and dedication: both character-
istics of a qualified leader. | am honored to
represent such a promising young woman.

Created in 1956, the People to People Pro-
gram is an educational travel program dedi-
cated to fostering leadership potential in youth
worldwide. People to People has helped more
than 200,000 students and professionals de-
velop their leadership skills based upon
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s belief that “people
can make a difference where governments
cannot.” This unique interaction and exposure
will enable Ms. Carter to gain a greater under-
standing and insider's perspective of Wash-
ington, D.C.

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to
acknowledge one of Colorado’s own. Please
join me in congratulating Ms. Carter and wish-
ing her the best in her future endeavors.
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RECOGNIZING SETH KRAUSE FOR
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE
SCOoUuT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Seth Krause, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 100, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Seth has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Seth’s
Eagle Scout project was to arrange for the
purchase and installation of a 25 foot flag pole
outside the local community gymnasium. Over
the years Seth has been involved with Scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Seth Krause for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON
H.R. 2669, COLLEGE COST REDUC-
TION AND ACCESS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2007

Ms. McCoLLuM of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of the conference re-
port for the College Cost Reduction and Ac-
cess Act (H.R. 2669) and congratulate Speak-
er PELOSI and Chairman MILLER on keeping a
key promise of the new Democratic Majority—
increasing access to higher education for all
Americans.

The College Cost Reduction and Access Act
is the largest investment in higher education
since the G.l. bill and at no new cost to the
taxpayer. This legislation makes a common-
sense choice by cutting excessive subsidies to
lenders and investing those dollars in our stu-
dents.

H.R. 2669 will make a real difference in the
lives of students, families and new graduates.
We know that too many students are making
the choice to delay home ownership or mar-
riage because of student loan debt. This bill
cuts the interest rates on student loans in half
and ensures that borrowers have manageable
re-payment requirements. In real terms, over 7
million students will save $4,400 over the life
of their loans.

By increasing the purchasing power of the
Pell Grant and expanding access to this crit-
ical resource, we will help to ensure that quali-
fied students do not delay or refuse college
based solely on ability to pay.

In addition, too many student interested in
public service careers cannot pursue them be-
cause of the debt to salary ratio after gradua-
tion. With the passage of H.R. 2669, upfront
tuition assistance is available for students who
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commit to teachers in high-poverty school dis-
tricts, and loan repayment will be available for
military service members, first responders,
nurses, early childhood educators and others.

Education is a top priority for the 110th Con-
gress. It is an issue that is important to stu-
dents, families and communities. It is also a
critical part of ensuring our global competitive-
ness and economic stability. | urge my col-
leagues to support, and the President to sign,
this critical bill.

———

INTRODUCTORY FLOOR  STATE-
MENT FOR A BILL TO RATIFY A
CONVEYANCE OF THE JICARILLA
APACHE RESERVATION TO RIO
ARRIBA COUNTY, STATE OF NEW
MEXICO, PURSUANT TO THE SET-
TLEMENT OF LITIGATION BE-
TWEEN THE JICARILLA APACHE
NATION AND RIO ARRIBA COUN-
TY, STATE OF NEW MEXICO, TO
AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE OF A PAT-
ENT FOR SAID LANDS, AND TO
CHANGE THE EXTERIOR BOUND-
ARY OF THE JICARILLA APACHE
RESERVATION ACCORDINGLY,
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, | rise to introduce a bill to ratify a convey-
ance of a portion of the Jicarilla Apache res-
ervation to the county of Rio Arriba, New Mex-
ico. This legislation will bring resolution to a
long-standing dispute between the Jicarilla
Apache Nation and Rio Arriba County. In the
109th Congress, H.R. 4876, a nearly identical
bill, passed the House under suspension of
the rules.

The dispute, which has been ongoing for
nearly two decades, is over the ownership of
a road on a parcel of land formerly referred to
as Theis Ranch. The Jicarilla Nation pur-
chased Theis Ranch in 1985 and, in March
1988, the Nation subsequently conveyed a
trust deed for Theis Ranch to the United
States. The Theis Ranch property then, by
proclamation of the Secretary of the Interior,
became part of the Jicarilla Reservation in
September 1988.

A lawsuit was filed in October 1987 and the
District Court was asked to determine the
ownership status of the disputed road. In the
original lawsuit, Rio Arriba County sought to
establish that the county acquired the disputed
road by prescription and, therefore, the county
was the road’s rightful owner. However, the
Jicarilla Nation contended that the Nation
owned the road because the road was, and
continues to be, within the boundaries of the
expanded 1988 Jicarilla reservation. On De-
cember 10, 2001, the District Court found in
favor of the Jicarilla and determined that the
disputed road traversed the Jicarilla Reserva-
tion in several locations. Rio Arriba County ap-
pealed the December 2001 District Court deci-
sion; the appeal is currently pending before
the Court of Appeals of the State of New Mex-
ico. In a separate yet relevant matter, Rio
Arriba County appealed a February 2003 deci-
sion by the Southwest Bureau of the United
States Department of the Interior to acquire a
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