August 4, 2007

Our community and Nation honor corporal
Butlers memory and we are grateful for his
faithful and distinguished service to America.

Corporal Rhett A. Butler will not be forgot-
ten. His memory lives on through his family
and the legacy of selfless service that he so
bravely imprinted on our hearts.

————

COMMEMORATION OF THE T75TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE MILI-
TARY ORDER OF THE PURPLE
HEART

SPEECH OF

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2007

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
as a proud cosponsor of House Concurrent
Resolution 49, which commemorates the 75th
anniversary of the Military Order of the Purple
Heart, and honors those members of our
Armed Forces who have received Purple
Hearts for their dedicated service.

The Military Order of the Purple Heart was
founded in 1932 and is composed solely of
veterans who have received Purple Hearts,
making it the only veteran organization that is
composed of only combat veterans. The orga-
nization promotes education, fraternity, serv-
ice, and patriotism, and they provide service
for veterans and their families who are in
need. In addition, they work to support rel-
evant legislative initiatives.

As an organization committed to the care
and support of combat veterans, the Military
Order of the Purple Heart deserves the rec-
ognition of this Congress for 75 years of hard
work serving our Nation’s brave veterans of
the Armed Forces.

| cannot begin to express the gratitude | feel
to the members of our Armed Forces, both
past and present, for the gift of freedom that
they have given to every American. They have
given freely of themselves to defend this great
Nation deserve our everlasting gratitude and
respect.

We have the privilege and responsibility of
both taking care of and honoring the sacrificial
service of our combat veterans. | urge my col-
leagues to vote for the adoption of this resolu-
tion.

———

SENSE OF HOUSE THAT JAPAN
SHOULD APOLOGIZE FOR ITS IM-
PERIAL ARMED FORCES' COER-
CION OF YOUNG WOMEN INTO
SEXUAL SLAVERY

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2007

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of H. Res. 121, which ex-
presses the sense of the House of Represent-
atives that the Government of Japan should
formally apologize and accept historical re-
sponsibility for its Imperial Armed Forces’ co-
ercion of young women into sexual slavery
during its occupation of Asia and the Pacific
Islands from the 1930s through the end of
World War II.
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During this time period, the government of
Japan created a system of forced military
prostitution where young females were used
as involuntary sexual servants or “comfort
women” in one of the largest cases of human
trafficking in the 20th century. Over 200,000
women are believed to have been coerced
into these government sanctioned programs,
and only an estimated 25 percent survived this
horrible and painstaking ordeal. Although the
government of Japan has made some efforts
to address these past grievances, they have
repeatedly undermined the sincerity of their
own statements by engaging in questionable
practices to disregard these unfortunate
events. Some Japanese textbooks have at-
tempted to downplay the existence of “comfort
women,” and several officials have tried to di-
lute or retract previously expressed apologies.

The nation of Japan has long been a valu-
able friend and ally of the United States, and
| understand their desire to look forward to the
future, but that should not come at the ex-
pense of ignoring the horrible events of the
past. In light of its historical shortcomings, the
Japanese government must be willing to pub-
licly accept responsibility for its past sins and
offer a sincere and formal apology if they wish
to be forgiven by the international community.
They should also discourage any efforts to re-
fute the existence of “comfort women.” It is
important for future generations to be aware of
these events in order to ensure that these
tragedies will not be repeated. There is no
greater enemy than ignorance of the past.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port the many women and families that were
affected by these terrible crimes. Please join
me in voting for H. Res. 121 so that we can
ensure that this tragedy is properly addressed
and acknowledged.

————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADER-
SHIP CONFERENCE

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to join my colleagues of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus to express my con-
cern for diminishing access to higher edu-
cation opportunities.

We live in a country where the education
system is flawed from the ground up. The lack
of proper instruction throughout elementary,
middle, and secondary school has left many of
the under-represented minorities even further
behind their classmates. The lack of provi-
sions and support provided to schools in his-
torically black neighborhoods has caused the
number of African-Americans applying and en-
rolled in professional schools to drop.

The number of African-Americans in both
the medical and legal professions is anemic
compared to the number that live in our coun-
try. Even though African Americans make up
over 13 percent of the country’s population, a
recent study found that they make up only 3.9
percent of lawyers and 3.3 percent of physi-
cians.

Madam Speaker, there are a multitude of
reasons as to why African-American presence
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in law school dropped from 7.5 percent to 6.8
percent from 1994 to 2004. Many blame the
law school admissions’ over-reliance on the
LSAT (Law School Admissions Test). This
test, which has never been proven to be a
successful forecaster of achievement in law
school or aptitude as a lawyer, usually makes
up over half the criteria that law school admis-
sions counselors use to base their admissions
decisions on. The inflated dependence on the
LSAT, which studies show is in and of itself bi-
ased, has led to a sharp decline of both appli-
cations and enrollment by African-Americans
into law school.

The necessity for schools to raise the me-
dian LSAT scores of the applicants they ac-
cept has caused a dramatic drop in the num-
ber of African-American law school students.
In a study from 2002 to 2004, the 25th per-
centile LSAT score for law schools in my
home State of Florida rose from 149 to 151.
In that same time period, African-American en-
rollment in Florida law school dropped from
557 to 508 students, or nearly 10 percent,
while total enroliment rose by 14 percent.

Madam Speaker, we need to challenge this
disturbing trend or we are facing a future in
which there is a complete lack of African-
American presence in the legal world. This
trend challenges the right of African-Ameri-
cans to engage in the legal process of this
great Nation.

One major issue that we can influence is
the lack of support and education for those in-
terested in a career in law. Many young Afri-
can-American high school and college stu-
dents have not had the exposure or have be-
come discouraged by the mass of reports of
diminishing African American law school en-
rollment. With encouragement from current
black lawyers and those in support of more di-
versity in the legal profession, we can help
build a proper education system for all stu-
dents of this Nation.

This is not just about law school. We need
to work together, from as early as elementary
school, to provide the necessary tools to chal-
lenge the current pattern of disinvestment in
education. Our educational system must give
everyone the proper training and experience
necessary to enter higher education and,
someday, the professional world.

————

BELATED THANK YOU TO THE
MERCHANT MARINERS OF
WORLD WAR IT ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2007

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the Merchant Mariners who served
in our Nation during World War Il and were an
integral part of our victory. They suffered the
highest casualty rate of any of the branches of
the service while delivering troops, tanks,
food, airplanes, fuel and other needed sup-
plies to every theater of the war. Without the
services of the Merchant Mariners, victory
would have been more difficult, and certainly
more lives would have been lost.

Unfortunately, they were denied any rights
under the GI Bill of Rights. The Merchant
Mariners became the forgotten service. It
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wasn’t until 1988 that they were given any
benefits, and even then they did not qualify for
some portions of the Gl Bill.

| am a proud cosponsor of H.R. 23, the Be-
lated Thank You to the Merchant Mariners of
World War Il Act of 2007, under which certain
honorably discharged veterans of the U.S.
Merchant Marine would receive a monthly
benefit of $1,000. This benefit to the veterans
(or their survivors) would be an important step
in recognizing their crucial contribution to the
protection and preservation of the freedom of
the United States of America.

| ask my colleagues to join me in supporting
the Merchant Mariners who deserve recogni-
tion and benefits for their service to the United
States of America during World War II.

————

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SOUTHERN
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CON-
FERENCE

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, August 4, 2007

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| wish to commemorate the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference’s, SCLC, 50th Anni-
versary. Committed to obtaining and securing
equal rights for African Americans and human
rights for all people, the SCLC is a prominent
body of influence. The organization, along with
others including the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee (SNCC), gave African Americans and
other minorities a sense of pride when times
seemed dismal and bleak.

Beginning with the Montgomery Bus Boycott
in December 1955, the then Southern Leader-
ship Conference on Transportation and Non-
violent Integration was founded by Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., and Ralph David Abernathy.
Although it was initially thought by some to be
of an antagonist nature, in its early years the
organization prided itself on education initia-
tives and voter registration campaigns to en-
sure that their young people had a voice in the
political process. With the successful conclu-
sion of the Montgomery Bus Boycott in Feb-
ruary 1957, the group changed its name to the
Southern Leadership Conference, widening
their scale to reach a much larger audience. In
August of the same year, the name was once
again changed to the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, the name the organi-
zation bears today.

The initiatives and beliefs of the group,
along with those of several others, culminated
in the March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom on August 28, 1963, where an esti-
mated 250,000 demonstrators came to the
Mall, making the march the largest political
rally of its time. At this historic march, Dr. King
delivered his famous “I Have a Dream”
speech, inspiring the masses in attendance
and those viewing at home. The march was
later seen as an integral part to the passing of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the National
Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Committed to the philosophy of its founding
president, Dr. Martin Luther King, the SCLC
has always prided itself on nonviolent protests
and rallies, allowing the message to over-
shadow the brutality they were often met with.
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Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in celebrating this marvelous organiza-
tion and wishing them great success in the
next 50 years.

———————

KOREA-U.S. FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT

HON. DIANE E. WATSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, August 4, 2007

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to address the recently completed Korea-U.S.
Free Trade Agreement. The agreement was
concluded on April 1 and now has been trans-
mitted to Congress for consideration.

The Korea-U.S. FTA is of great importance
to my Congressional district located in Los An-
geles, Culver City, and Hollywood, as well as
the entire state of California, which has played
a critical role in the Pacific Rim’s rapid eco-
nomic expansion.

Today Korea is California’s 5th largest trad-
ing partner and the Los Angeles Custom Dis-
trict’s third largest trading partner, with nearly
$18 billion in two-way trade in 2005. Ex-
panded trade between Korea and the U.S. will
translate into more jobs and business for Los
Angeles County where, most significantly, the
Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach handle
43 percent of cargo containers shipped to the
u.s.

Madam Speaker, the Korea-U.S. FTA is
also highly important to California’s ethnic Ko-
rean community. As you know, California is
home to the largest population of Koreans out-
side of Korea. In my 33rd Congressional dis-
trict, Korean-Americans have built a thriving
business and cultural area known as
Koreatown. Many maintain close cultural, busi-
ness, and family ties to their homeland.

The entertainment industry is critical to the
economic health of California, and | am par-
ticularly heartened that the concluded Korea-
U.S. FTA contains expanded protection for
copyrighted works in today’s digital economy.
The agreement protects music, videos, soft-
ware, and text from widespread unauthorized
sharing via the Internet and provides for ex-
tended terms of protection for copyrighted
works consistent with emerging international
standards. The agreement will also decrease
the Korean TV content quota for film and ani-
mation.

The Korea-U.S. FTA must now clear one
final and most important hurdle: Congressional
approval. It is my hope that accommodation
can be quickly reached on those provisions of
the FTA that remain problematic to certain
U.S. business sectors. | look forward to read-
ing the enacting legislation.

Despite these remaining barriers, | am en-
couraged by the comprehensive and historic
U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement that will
promote economic growth, ensure that Los
Angeles and California remain on the competi-
tive cutting edge, and strengthen ties between
the U.S. and the Republic of Korea.

August 4, 2007
THE GHOST OF ABERCROMBIE

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, August 4, 2007

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, the cold night brought me into the
cancered bowels of this capital place. Barren
halls and walkways and crawl! space in front of
me and inside cerebral tunnels.

It is here, away from now. | come to face
the ghost of Abercrombie.

Who walked these paths and is remem-
bered for not so hallow words.

Who bragged sincerely of life and death
long before the funeral chant.

As cold and dark and empty and hollow as
these moments are, it is here in the mind’s
basement that we face this white ghost.

Abercrombie who is still here.

Have hope—nothing ends.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE TRANS-
PARENT REPORTING UNDER ESA
LISTING ACT

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, August 4, 2007

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, since 1973,
the Endangered Species Act, ESA, has been
one of our Nation’s most important environ-
mental laws. For over 30 years, the ESA has
been the primary safety net for our Nation’s
species that are facing extinction. And this
cornerstone of our environmental policy has
been a tremendous success. More than 99
percent of the species that have been listed
as threatened or endangered have avoided
extinction, including iconic animals such as the
bald eagle, the gray wolf, and the whooping
crane.

Recent reports have surfaced of political in-
terference with the science behind Endan-
gered Species Act decisions within the admin-
istration. It is crucial that we not allow politics
to trump science in making decisions that can
affect whether a species recovers or dis-
appears forever. The ESA requires that deci-
sions as to whether a species is an endan-
gered or threatened species must be made
purely based on the science. In addition, while
decisions on the designation of a critical habi-
tat of a species can include economic consid-
erations, they must also be based on science.

The Transparent Reporting Under ESA List-
ing Act or, the TRUE Listing Act, that | am in-
troducing today would help ensure that the
science behind these decisions is never com-
promised by political interference. This legisla-
tion would require that concurrent with the
publication of a determination as to whether a
species is threatened or endangered or the
designation of critical habitat, the Secretary of
the Interior publish a summary statement of
the scientific rationale behind the decision or
revision. Furthermore, the summary statement
would include the name and title of any execu-
tive branch employee or officer who was in-
volved in the decision. Publishing this impor-
tant information will help ensure that political
appointees not just within the Department of
Interior but within the entire executive branch
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