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School Union, whose exemplary publications 
have strengthened the church and have fos-
tered intellectual growth for over a century. I 
would like to ask the House to join me in ex-
tending warm congratulations to the Sunday 
School Union on its 125th anniversary. May it 
enjoy many years of continued success. 

f 

HONORING THE NEW HAVEN COUN-
TY BAR ASSOCIATION AS THEY 
CELEBRATE THEIR CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it gives 
me great pleasure to rise today to join the 
community of my hometown, New Haven, CT, 
as friends, colleagues, and community leaders 
gather to celebrate a remarkable milestone— 
the 100th anniversary of the New Haven 
County Bar Association. Founded in the late 
18th century and incorporated in 1907, this or-
ganization serves as the professional associa-
tion for judges, attorneys, and legal para-
professionals throughout the greater New 
Haven area. 

As one can see from the historical exhibition 
currently on display at the New Haven Mu-
seum and Historical Society, the legal commu-
nity has long played a unique and integral role 
in the rich history of New Haven. From the 
earliest days of the colony and the Amistad 
case in the 1840s through the Black Panther 
trial in the 1970s and Connecticut v. Griswold 
in 1965, New Haven attorneys and judges 
have been at the center of legal decisions 
which have helped to define our Nation. Be-
yond those cases which garnered national at-
tention, the exhibit also reminds us of the 
many local lawyers who had a significant im-
pact on the character of our community. 
Theophilus Eaton wrote the laws of the New 
Haven Colony in the 1600s, Joseph Sheldon 
actively hired African-American law students in 
the 1880s and was influential in the develop-
ment of the American Red Cross, Geroge 
Dudley Seymour who was known for his dedi-
cation to civic duty in the 1900s, and Mary 
Manchester, who, in 1938, was the first 
woman to be named a law partner in Con-
necticut. 

Today, the New Haven County Bar Associa-
tion is more than simply a professional asso-
ciation. It supports its members in many ways 
including continuing legal education programs, 
new attorney mentoring opportunities, annual 
social events and working to foster relations 
between its members and the courts. The Bar 
Association is also the sponsor of the New 
Haven County Lawyer Referral Service—a 
not-for-profit public service that, for more than 
50 years, has referred members of the public 
to private attorneys experienced in the appro-
priate field of law. The Bar Association also 
works closely with its charitable arm, the New 
Haven County Bar Foundation, Inc., which 
provides charitable outreach and educational 
programming. 

As members gather this evening in celebra-
tion of the New Haven County Bar Associa-
tion’s 100th anniversary, we pay tribute to the 
many invaluable contributions the legal minds 
of our community have made locally, state-

wide, and nationally—but most importantly for 
the countless hours of hard work they do 
every day for their clients. While New Haven 
certainly has had its share of compelling legal 
cases which have caught the public’s atten-
tion, more often than not, our lawyers, judges, 
and legal paraprofessionals are working on 
cases which—while they may not make na-
tional headlines—have a real impact on the 
lives of those they are representing. For the 
outstanding work they do every day and for 
the many contributions they make to our com-
munity, I am honored to stand today to extend 
my sincere congratulations to the New Haven 
County Bar Association and its membership 
as they celebrate their centennial anniversary. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE COINAGE 
MATERIALS MODERNIZATION 
ACT OF 2007 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Madam Speaker, along 
with my distinguished colleague from Massa-
chusetts, Mr. FRANK, I am proud to introduce 
the Coinage Materials Modernization Act of 
2007. 

This legislation, which is supported by the 
Treasury Department, would update the law 
governing the materials used to mint U.S. 
coins by authorizing the Treasury Secretary to 
change the composition of coins to less ex-
pensive materials. 

The immediate purpose of this legislation is 
to address the rising cost to taxpayers of mint-
ing pennies and nickels. Currently pennies are 
made mostly of zinc and have a copper-plated 
surface. Nickels are made up of an alloy of 75 
percent copper and 25 percent nickel. Since 
March of 2003, world demand for core metals 
has driven up the price of copper and nickel 
by 300 percent and of zinc by 450 percent. At 
the current specifications for these coins, it 
costs the Government 1.7 cents to make a 
penny and 10 cents to make a nickel. 

Other coin denominations continue to be 
made at costs well below their face values, 
but metal cost is increasing for them as well. 
This legislation will allow Treasury to change 
the composition of all U.S. coins to less ex-
pensive alternatives and dramatically reduce 
the costs of producing these coins. 

The Treasury Department estimates that by 
changing the composition of pennies and nick-
els, we will save the Government over $100 
million a year; and by making similar changes 
to the half dollar, quarter and dime, the Gov-
ernment can save as much as $400 million 
annually. 

Under current law, the Treasury Secretary 
cannot change the base metals used to make 
our Nation’s coinage without congressional ac-
tion. The Secretary has the authority to vary 
the alloy of copper and zinc comprising the 
penny, but there is little room for further ad-
justment. This legislation would grant the Sec-
retary the authority to change the base metals 
used to mint coins, potentially saving tax-
payers hundreds of millions of dollars, without 
changing the visual features of our coinage. 

After this bill is enacted, the United States 
Mint, which is a bureau within the Treasury 
Department, will seek public and industry com-

ment on possible alternative composition for 
the penny and the nickel. Following the com-
ment period, there will be a competitive public 
bidding process for new coinage materials. 
Congress, particularly the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services, chaired by my cosponsor, 
Mr. FRANK, and the Subcommittee on Domes-
tic and International Monetary Policy, Trade 
and Technology, which I chair, will exercise 
strong oversight over this process. 

I encourage my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this legislation, which has the po-
tential to save the Federal Government hun-
dreds of millions of dollars annually. The finan-
cial resources of the Federal Government are 
limited, and it is rare when we have the oppor-
tunity to make a simple legislative fix with the 
potential to save the taxpayers so much. We 
should take full advantage of this opportunity 
and pass this legislation in an expeditious 
manner. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY PUBLIC SERVICE OF 
PHOEBE AND RALPH SHOTWELL 
OF SUSSEX COUNTY, NJ 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to commend two long- 
time public servants in Sussex County, NJ: 
Phoebe and Ralph Shotwell. Both are pillars 
of the 4–H in Sussex County, having spent a 
lifetime working with its programs. 

Phoebe Hunt Shotwell, who first became a 
part of 4–H as a child, has been a volunteer 
leader for the 4–H cooking club, the Yeastie 
Beasties, for 55 years. She is on the Sussex 
County 4–H Advisory Council and is on the 
Executive Committee for the New Jersey State 
Fair/Sussex County Farm and Horse Show. 
Phoebe is also a director for the Sussex 
County 4–H Foundation, where she reviews 
scholarship applications, a job for which this 
former assistant teacher and library aide is 
very well qualified. She has also volunteered 
her time with a number of community organi-
zations, such as the local PTA and the Green 
Township Hospital Auxiliary. 

Ralph Shotwell first joined his local Pequest 
Dairy 4–H Club in 1928 at the age of 11. Over 
the years, he has served as president of the 
Sussex County 4–H Council and has partici-
pated in a number of related efforts, including 
the Pomona Grange, New Jersey State 
Grange, Farmer’s Enterprise Grange, Sussex 
County Agricultural Society, Sussex County 
Milk Producers, and Sussex County Board of 
Agriculture. He has also found time to serve 
as an elder in his church and as a volunteer 
firefighter and chief with the Green Township 
Fire Department. 

It is due to the dedication and hard work of 
the Shotwells and volunteers like them that 
the 4–H program in Sussex County has grown 
to more than 700 members participating in 63 
clubs. 

Today, at the Sussex County Fairgrounds in 
Augusta, NJ, the Sussex County 4–H Edu-
cational Exhibit Hall Committee will dedicate 
the Phoebe and Ralph Shotwell 4–H Exhibit 
Hall. During the upcoming State Fair, the facil-
ity will be used for clinics, demonstrations, 
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presentations, shows, educational program-
ming, and—most importantly—proud displays 
by 4–H members. I regret that I cannot be 
with these honored guests today as their 4–H 
colleagues demonstrate their extraordinary 
gratitude for the humble, yet outstanding pub-
lic service of this Sussex County couple. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1, 
IMPLEMENTING RECOMMENDA-
TIONS OF THE 9/11 COMMISSION 
ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 27, 2007 

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I strongly sup-
port H.R. 1, the Implementation of the 9/11 
Commissions Act of 2007, which would enact 
the recommendations of the National Commis-
sion on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United 
States. 

This legislation provides funding that is crit-
ical to protect our Nation and improve our pre-
paredness capabilities. It will give us the nec-
essary tools to secure our country by increas-
ing rail and transit safety, improving commu-
nication for first responders, and implementing 
programs to prevent terrorist organizations 
from acquiring weapons of mass destruction. 

This bill is especially critical to New York, 
which is still recovering from the terrorist at-
tacks on 9/11, because it will award homeland 
security grants based on risk assessment. En-
actment of this proposal will further protect our 
country by requiring scanning of all cargo con-
tainers originating from foreign ports, increas-
ing funding for baggage and checkpoint 
screening, and requiring scanning of all cargo 
on passenger flights. 

H.R. 1 will help to address the many chal-
lenges that the United States faces in the 
wake of 9/11, and I am proud to support it. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF HOUSE OF 
TRICKS TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the twentieth anniver-
sary of House of Tricks, a historic landmark 
restaurant in my hometown of Tempe, Ari-
zona. 

House of Tricks was established in 1987 
and has since become an important and lively 
part of downtown Tempe. It has served inno-
vative cuisine and fine wines for twenty years 
and continually attracts patrons; this is true for 
both those just discovering House of Tricks, 
as well as those who return time after time. 
The success of the restaurant is due to its 
owners, Bob and Robin Trick. Their dedication 
to Tempe and to their patrons has made 
House of Tricks a highly acclaimed destina-
tion. 

The success of House of Tricks can be at-
tributed to Robin and Bob’s desire to make 
their restaurant a lasting part of the historical 
landscape. The Tricks bought a small 1920’s 

cottage in 1987 and expanded their restaurant 
in 1994 to an additional cottage. The Tricks 
then restored this building to its original turn of 
the century splendor. The gardens that con-
nect the two cottages add to its charm and 
make it a peaceful and beautiful place away 
from the hustle and bustle of busy city life. 

The success and longevity of this local res-
taurant is a model for independent busi-
nesses. It is for these reasons and more that 
I join in congratulating the Tricks on this ac-
complishment and wish them many more 
years of prosperous business. 

f 

LOWER ALSACE FIRE COMPANY 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Lower Alsace Fire Com-
pany on the occasion of its 80th anniversary. 

On September 24, 1927, local citizens met 
at the Pleasant View Hotel to form the Com-
munity Volunteer Fire Company of Lower Al-
sace Township. In April 1928, the Company 
broke ground for the original building and, in 
September 1928, the building was dedicated. 
Soon after, the Company created the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary, which faithfully served the commu-
nity until 2001. The Company and the Auxil-
iary worked together to raise funds for the 
needed start-up firefighting equipment and 
continue to work hard to raise funds to main-
tain and acquire equipment necessary to pro-
tect the public. 

This fire company serves an area of six 
square miles with over 2,500 residents. Cur-
rently, there are over 30 active firemen and 
five well-maintained pieces of equipment that 
protect and serve the local community. This 
Company is equipped and trained to fight 
fires, respond to hazardous material incidents, 
provide advanced life support emergency 
medical services, participate in vehicle res-
cues, and partake in search and rescue mis-
sions. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me today in honoring the members of the 
Community Volunteer Fire Company of Lower 
Alsace Township, Pennsylvania as they cele-
brate their 80th anniversary. We all extend our 
best wishes and heartfelt congratulations for 
the Company’s years of exemplary community 
service and outstanding dedication to pro-
tecting the lives and property of area citizens. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE EBUSUA 
CLUB OF SAN BRUNO FOR ITS 
EXTRAORDINARY GENEROSITY 
TOWARD THE PEOPLE OF GHANA 
AND ITS DEEP COMMITMENT TO 
BUILDING COMMUNITY IN THE 
BAY AREA 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an exceptional organization 
based in San Bruno, California. The Ebusua 
Club is a truly unique and outstanding group, 

made up of 18 Ghanaian-American families. 
Together, they work to improve lives in the 
Republic of Ghana, which was once their 
home, while building community in the San 
Francisco Bay Area where they have put 
down roots. Ebusua’s annual events and char-
itable activities set a singular example for the 
people of both countries. By sponsoring 
projects that range from micro-enterprise in 
Ghana to soccer teams in the Bay Area, 
Ebusua has created a truly global community 
of compassion and generosity. 

Among many other important projects, the 
members of the Ebusua Club have dedicated 
themselves to anti-malaria initiatives aimed at 
eradicating a disease that tragically kills 3,000 
children each day, the majority in sub-Saharan 
Africa, despite the availability of prevention 
and treatment options. 

Additionally, the club annually participates in 
the Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation’s 
Race for Research to honor a member lost to 
this terrible disease, Chaka Impraim. To honor 
his memory, the Ebusua team runs every year 
under the name ‘‘Chaka’s Champions.’’ 

And the members of this group truly are 
champions, Madam Speaker, as they have 
also worked with Rotary International to train 
about 100 Ghanaian farmers in agriculture, 
food preservation and nutrition; organized ma-
terials, equipment and medical assistance to 
rehabilitate street children; dispensed polio 
vaccines to over two million infants and chil-
dren; supported literacy programs by providing 
much-needed books for rural schools; and de-
veloped a low cost solar oven industry to effi-
ciently replace chopped firewood. 

This month, the Ebusua Club will hold a 
very special event—the Jubilee Ball, which not 
only marks the 10th anniversary of this suc-
cessful organization, but also the 50th anniver-
sary of the independence of Ghana, the first 
African country south of the Sahara to gain 
independence from colonial rule. This event 
promises to be a celebration of family, com-
munity and culture, and to live up to the pri-
mary purpose of the Ebusua Club—promoting 
Ghanaian culture and fostering an apprecia-
tion of how small contributions can make a 
tremendous impact on the well-being of oth-
ers. In keeping with the group’s charitable 
character, proceeds from the Jubilee Ball will 
be donated to help fight malaria in Ghana. 

The name ‘‘Ebusua’’ itself is informative of 
the spirit of this marvelous organization. 
Among the Akan people of Ghana, the ex-
tended family, or ‘‘Ebusua,’’ is the foundation 
of society. The members of this San Bruno 
group constitute a social network, collectively 
responsible for the material and spiritual wel-
fare, physical protection, and the social secu-
rity of each other. They exemplify the old 
adage that ‘‘it takes a village,’’ and the village 
this group has created is nothing short of ex-
traordinary. It is my pleasure to recognize their 
accomplishments, and wish them all the best 
as they prepare for their 2007 Jubilee Ball. 

f 

TRIUTE TO AAAG 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 2, 2007 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
in the Fourth Congressional District of Geor-
gia, there are many organizations that strive to 
make a difference in the lives of youth. 
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