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the receiving country. In essence they are let
loose into the community and there are no
systems in place to track their movement in
the receiving country. It is believed that there
is a correlation between the increase in gang
related activity in the region and deportees.
These individuals often make their way back
into the U.S. or form part of trans-national or-
ganized crime units.

| am glad to see that this hearing has been
convened to explore ways this Congress can
help our neighbors in the Region address this
issue. Failing to properly reintegrating repatri-
ated individuals is a challenge that negatively
impacts our neighbors and threatens our na-
tional security.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 27, 2007

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
No. 734, | was unavoidably absent. Had |
been present, | would have voted “no.” On

rollcall No. 735, | would have voted “no.” On
rollcall No. 736, | would have voted “no.” On
rollcall No. 737, | would have voted “no.” On
rolicall No. 738, | would have voted “aye.” On
rollcall No. 739, | would have voted “no.” On
rollcall No. 740, | would have voted “no.” On
rollcall No. 741, | would have voted “no.” On
rollcall No. 742, | would have voted “no.” On
rollcall No. 743, | would have voted “no.” On
rolicall No. 744, | would have voted “aye.” On
rollcall No. 745, | would have voted “no.” On

rolicall No. 746, | would have voted “aye.” On
rolicall No. 747, | would have voted “aye.”

———

TRIBUTE TO THE MACKINAC
BRIDGE

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor a daring feat of technology, design
and architecture. This week, the mighty Mack-
inac Bridge turns 50 and, this weekend, the
people of the State of Michigan will celebrate
the bridge’s remarkable legacy.

Before the construction of the bridge, the
only way to cross the Straits of Mackinac was
by ferry. The area around the Straits of Mack-
inac had blossomed into a popular summer re-
sort destination. However, year-round boat
service across the straits was not practical be-
cause, during the cold winters, the waters
freeze, forming ice and preventing navigation
of the straits. For this reason, as early as the
opening of the Brooklyn Bridge in 1883, the
residents of northern Michigan were inspired
to dream of a bridge that would span the
Straits of Mackinac and unite Michigan’s two
peninsulas.

Nonetheless, it would be several decades
before the plans for the bridge began to take
shape. The process began formally in 1934,
when the Michigan Legislature created the
Mackinac Straits Bridge Authority of Michigan,
to study the feasibility of a bridge, and author-
ized the Authority to sell bonds for the project.
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In the mid 1930s, the Authority twice at-
tempted to obtain federal funds for the project
but was unsuccessful, despite the endorse-
ment of the United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers and President Franklin D. Roosevelt. As
early as 1936, a route was determined for the
bridge. However, World War Il put plans for a
bridge on hold.

The Mackinac Straits Bridge Authority of
Michigan was abolished by the state legisla-
ture in 1947 but was reauthorized 3 years
later in 1950. In June 1950, a board of three
engineers was retained for the project. Fol-
lowing a report by the engineers in January
1951, the state legislature authorized the sale
of $85 million in bonds for bridge construction.
The bonds were sold and, in 1953, Dr. David
B. Steinman was selected as the engineer for
the project. Construction of the Mackinac
Bridge began in November of 1954.

The next 3 years would bring a pitched bat-
tle between man and the elements. Engineers
and ironworkers would defy nature by building
a structure that would span 26,000 feet or ap-
proximately 5 miles. Not only would the
bridge’s five miles make it one of the longest
suspension bridges in the world, but also the
surrounding environs made the bridge’s engi-
neering, design and construction a formidable
challenge. While most bridges cross placid
water, the turbulent straits of Mackinac are
ocean-like, often kicking up waves of more
than six feet. The brutal northern Michigan
winters further complicated construction.

These were the challenging conditions faced
by the men and women who built the Mack-
inac Bridge. The 2,500 ironworkers and other
tradesmen that built the bridge arrived at the
Mackinac Straits from across the country and
the small Michigan towns of St. Ignace and
Mackinaw City were not quite ready for the
workers’ arrival. The laborers came from
across the nation, hailing from hometowns in
Texas, ldaho, Pennsylvania and Colorado.
The laborers who built the bridge called each
other by colorful nicknames such as Race
Horse Roberts and Beer-Barrel Morgan. To-
gether, they would toil tirelessly and bravely,
risking life and limb to erect the bridge. Ulti-
mately, five of them would perish in this en-
deavor.

The risks these workers endured were enor-
mous. Everyday, they climbed to the top of the
towers that would support the bridge’s suspen-
sion cables. Lugging 40-pound belts with ham-
mers, wrenches, bolts and steel rivets they
braved 60 mile per hour winds, which would
dip the wind chill to 50 degrees below zero.

Perched on a catwalk that ran between the
bridge’s 550-foot tall towers, the ironworkers
strung the giant suspension cable from tower
to tower. The cables that hold up the Mack-
inac Bridge are comprised of wires the work-
ers spun together to create the suspension ca-
bles. In total, the laborers that built the bridge
strung 42,000 miles of wire. In constructing
the bridge, they used more than a million tons
of concrete and steel. The steel is held to-
gether by 4.8 million rivets and a million bolts.

In 1957, construction was complete and, on
November of that year, the bridge was opened
to traffic. Today, 50 years later the Mackinac
Bridge continues to tower over the Straits of
Mackinac, a testament to those who toiled and
died to build it. Travelers driving toward it dur-
ing the day are awed by the 46-story tall tow-
ers stretching into the clouds. By night, when
illuminated with thousands of lights, the bridge
is an enchanting sight.
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The Mackinac Bridge stands as a mighty
monument. It stands as a testament to the
hard work not only of 2,500 tradesmen and
ironworkers that built the bridge, but also to
the 7,500 workers at quarries, shops and mills
in Michigan, Indiana, Pennsylvania, Minnesota
and New Jersey who provided the raw mate-
rials to make the bridge. The Mackinac Bridge
symbolizes American ingenuity and man’s
ability to overcome and tame nature. Perhaps
most of all, the Mackinac Bridge represents
the unison of the State of Michigan, two penin-
sulas, united by a five mile expanse of con-
crete and steel.

Madam Speaker, this weekend all Michigan
residents will officially celebrate the Mackinc
Bridge’s 50th year. Our state will remember
the ingenuity, brilliance and sacrifice that went
into building it. I, too, will celebrate as, in the
course of traveling my district, | regularly criss-
cross this mighty bridge, sometimes four times
in a single day. Through wind, rain and snow,
| have traveled across and explored the Mack-
inac Bridge from the inside, the outside, from
above it and below it. No matter how many
times a person crosses the bridge, it always
remains a breathtaking sight and a graceful
engineering feat! My district is comprised of
Michigan’s two peninsulas and 1,613 miles of
shoreline. Traveling my district would be radi-
cally different, and almost impossible, without
the Mackinac Bridge, which unites the two pe-
ninsulas and all of Michigan’s citizens, phys-
ically and spiritually.

Madam Speaker, as Michigan celebrates
the Mackinac Bridge’s 50th birthday, | ask that
you and the entire U.S. House of Representa-
tives join me in paying tribute to this wondrous
and uniquely American landmark and to the
brave laborers from across our Nation who
built it.

———

THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
WISCONSIN CHIEFS OF POLICE
ASSOCIATION

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to extend my congratulations to the Wis-
consin Chiefs of Police Association, which is
celebrating 100 years of excellence. This out-
standing achievement is marked by the Wis-
consin Chiefs of Police Association’s commit-
ment to providing safe, efficient, and effective
police services.

The Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Associa-
tion’s standards of excellence were first insti-
tuted in 1907 with the mission of supplying a
public voice on social and professional issues
for law enforcement. It has grown as a re-
source for its members by making training
available in state-of-the-art concepts in polic-
ing, acting as a legislative advocate for law
enforcement, providing representation for the
general good of law enforcement at the local,
state and federal levels, and providing open
communications with the public. lts most im-
portant objective has been to ensure that Wis-
consin law enforcement embodies the highest
level of integrity and honesty and embraces
moral and ethical behavior based on the prin-
ciples found in the law enforcement code of
ethics.
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Today, the Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Asso-
ciation’s membership spans Wisconsin and in-
cludes committees covering cutting-edge
issues ranging from Homeland Security to In-
formation Technology. And while the issues of
the day may seem a far cry from those the
Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Association dealt
with 100 years ago, the call to tirelessly safe-
guard the lives and property of area citizens
remains the same for the members of the Wis-
consin Chiefs of Police Association. Now,
more than ever, our state is comforted by the
knowledge that such citizens are prepared to
lead in protecting our communities.

| wholeheartedly congratulate the Wisconsin
Chiefs of Police Association for 100 years of
protecting our communities and recognize its
continuing commitment to excellence.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE EUGENE
BARRETT, JR.

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the late Eugene
Barrett, Jr., who died on July 20, 2007.

A former Wyandotte County, KS Treasurer,
Eugene Barrett, Jr., was born on January 26,
1930, to Eugene and Margaret Barrett of Kan-
sas City, KS. A lifelong Kansas City resident,
he served in the Korean War, after which he
became a part of the local banking community
at Kaw Valley State Bank, served as Wyan-
dotte County Treasurer, and was appointed
Kansas State Banking Commissioner by Gov-
ernor John Carlin, a post he held from 1984
to 1987. With a long range vision for the future
of Wyandotte County, he donated his time and
service to many organizations, a few of which
included the Woyandotte County Planning
Commission, the Wyandotte County Parks
Foundation Board, and the Wyandotte County
4-H Fair Board. He also served as a member
of the Donnelly College Board of Trustees.
Joined by his family, he also had a lifelong af-
filiation with the Sister Servants of Mary.

Eugene Barrett, Jr., was preceded in death
by his loving wife of 42 years, Betty. He is sur-
vived by his five children: daughter Mary and
husband Gary Batson; daughter Jenny
Scheve; son Mike and wife Lori; son Paul and
wife Erin; and son Gene and wife Anna, all of
the Kansas City area. Additionally, he is sur-
vived by a sister, Sally and her husband Jim
Sanders, of Lenexa, KS, 13 grandchildren,
one great grandchild, and numerous nieces
and nephews.

Madam Speaker, in the words of his family,
Eugene Barrett, Jr., lived a meaningful and
eventful life filled with loving family, and many
friends will miss him dearly. | commend him
for his service to our community and our state
and appreciate this opportunity to pay tribute
to him before the full U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.
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TO EXTEND THE DESIGNATION OF
LIBERIA UNDER SECTION 244 OF
THE IMMIGRATION AND NATION-
ALITY ACT SO THAT LIBERIANS
CAN CONTINUE TO BE ELIGIBLE
FOR TEMPORARY PROTECTED
STATUS

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | am honored to rise in support of
H.R. 3123, which addresses the plight of dis-
placed Liberian nationals, a group of people
that is of great regional and global importance.
H.R. 3123 recognizes the importance of ex-
tending the designation of Liberia under sec-
tion 244 of the Immigration and Nationality
Act. | thank the gentleman from Rhode Island,
Mr. KENNEDY, for excellent work in bringing
this legislation forward.

H.R. 3123 extends the designation of Libe-
rian refuges under section 244(b)(1) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act through Sep-
tember 30, 2008 and expands the designation
of Liberia under the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act as a country whose nationals are eli-
gible for temporary protected status and work
authorization in the United States. In addition,
H.R. 3123 sets forth eligibility requirements for
Liberian nationals or persons having no na-
tionality whose last habitual residence was Li-
beria.

Madam Speaker, let us remember that from
1989 to 1996 the Liberian civil war claimed the
lives of more than 200,000 Liberians and fur-
ther displaced a million others into refugee
camps in neighboring and distant countries, in-
cluding our own. The United States and other
countries have provided relief to Liberians. By
supporting this bill we can show our affection
and commitment to people of Liberia.

The United States has a historical connec-
tion to all Liberians, but we also have a moral
responsibility to end the killings and mass dis-
placement of innocent citizens. The termi-
nation of TPS designation of Liberia would
place many Liberians that fled to our country
for refuge at risk of being returned pre-
maturely.

Madam Speaker, the elimination of TPS
designation means that on October 2, 2007,
former TPS beneficiaries will return to the
same immigration status they maintained be-
fore registering for TPS, or to any other status
they may have acquired while registered for
Temporarily Protection Status. Accordingly, if
an individual did not have lawful immigration
status at the time of receiving TPS benefits,
and did not obtain any other status during the
TPS designation period, he or she will revert
to being without lawful status. Such individuals
are expected to depart the United States on or
before October 1, 2007. Those who do not
comply with this requirement may be subject
to removal.

The Liberian people living in our country de-
serve better treatment and protection than the
current Immigration and Nationality Act can af-
ford. Congress needs to permit the extension
of section 244 which enables the people to re-
register for temporary protection status and
work authorization.

Let us give the Liberian people the respect
and protection they need by supporting H.R.
3123.
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THE SECOND CHANCE ACT OF 2007

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to speak about the Second Chance Act which
provides assistance to individuals who have
been incarcerated, including the expungement
of their records.

Individuals released from prison have no
chance of becoming productive members of
society because their criminal records prevent
employers from considering them for jobs.
This leads many of them to return to lives of
crime. In an effort to change the dynamic of
recidivism, we must remove barriers to em-
ployment—particularly criminal records—which
hang over the heads of ex-offenders, even
those who have been rehabilitated.

The Second Chance Act allocates $360 mil-
lion towards programs that would help the ex-
offenders adjust to their new environment after
their release from prison. Focusing on four dif-
ferent areas: employment, housing, access to
health services and families, it would provide
a secure setting for the individual and make
the transition easier, which would reduce the
rate of recidivism.

Almost two thirds of newly discharged indi-
viduals return to their lives of crime within 3
years of their release. This signifies a great
number of crimes being committed that could
have prevented through effective programs,
which is one of the components of this legisla-
tion. Billions of dollars are being wasted in the
criminal justice system mostly because of the
prosecutions of repeat offenders.

If we do not take the necessary actions to
help these individuals, they will be trapped in
the cycle of recidivism. We must take action to
help them break the cycle.

TRIBUTE TO FOSTER TOWNSHIP
HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Foster Township in Madison County,
IL, upon her sesquicentennial. Foster Town-
ship includes all of town 6 range 9 west. A
celebration will be held in Fosterburg, IL, on
August 18 and 19, 2007 to celebrate this spe-
cial occasion.

Though impossible to know for certain who
the first settlers of the township were, legend
is that Granny McAfee and her family settled
in section 28 in 1816. On October 11, 1820
the first known land purchases were recorded
and the land was purchased directly from the
United States Government by five individuals.
Early settlers included the Beemans, Decks,
Edwards, Reynolds, Waggoners, Hamiltons,
Gallops, Kyles, Rhodes, Fosters, Woods,
Shorts, Doolings, Sherfys, Dillons, Crowders,
Eatons, Bevills, Wilsons, Chandlers,
Jinkinsons, Browns, Thompsons, Warners,
Lobbings, and Titchenals.

As the township was located along the road
between Alton and Springdfield, it often served
as a stage relay station for travelers. President
Abraham Lincoln was one such traveler who




		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-13T23:27:14-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




