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RECOGNIZING LEON BRACHMAN
HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2007

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the service of Mr. Leon
Brachman with Baylor All Saints Medical Cen-
ter Board of Trustees. Dr. Brachman was re-
cently selected to receive the Texas
Healthcare Trustees’ 2007 Founders’ Award.

For over a half of a decade, Mr. Brachman
has shown unwavering commitment to leader-
ship and service to the health care industry in
the City of Fort Worth. In 1958, he oversaw
the construction of the initial building for All
Saints Hospital, an Episcopal Hospital, that
later became affiliated with the Baylor
Healthcare system. Mr. Brachman has served
as a trustee for over 50 years as the hospital
has expanded throughout the North Texas
community. Through his efforts, in an ever-
changing and challenging health care arena,
Fort Worth now stands as an excellent model
for other communities hoping for a strong
health care system.

The Texas Healthcare Trustees Founders’
Award is the highest honor for a Texas hos-
pital and health system trustee. It is a state-
wide award, given to only one person in the
state, per year. Mr. Brachman was selected as
the distinguished trustee in honor of his record
of leadership in health care governance. The
Founders’ Award remains a symbol of dedica-
tion and excellence in service in the health
care field.

It is with great honor and pride that | recog-
nize Mr. Leon Brachman today, and | encour-
age him to continue to serve as an example
to us all in putting our community and the
needs of others ahead of ourselves. His vision
will ensure a healthier future for Texans.

HONORING LEN STEWART
HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2007

Mr. DELAHUNT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today so that my colleagues in the House of
Representatives can join me in honoring the
exemplary career of a constituent of mine, Mr.
Len Stewart.

Having faithfully served Barnstable County,
Massachusetts, for the past 8 years as the di-
rector of human services, Len is leaving us to
take a similar position in Mesa County, Colo-
rado. During his tenure on Cape Cod, he has
played a pivotal role in the growth and suc-
cess of the county’s Human Services Depart-
ment. Len’s efforts have brought the region’s
health and human service providers together,
attracting new Federal dollars to deliver vital
services to our people.

Len first came to the cape in 1981, serving
as the director of the Provincetown AIDS Sup-

port Group. Following his success in
Provincetown, Len became the director of the
county’s Human Services Department. His
leadership over the past 8 years has led to the
establishment of a regional alliance of agen-
cies committed to increasing access to health
care for the uninsured and underserved resi-
dents of our community. This collaboration has
attracted millions of dollars to the region for
critical services benefiting thousands of cape
and island residents, in areas such as dental
and medical care, mental health, and sub-
stance abuse needs.

His talents and expertise have also helped
those who have become marginalized be-
cause of their age, ethnicity, gender, race and
sexual orientation. Of all of his endeavors, one
of the most note-worthy is the creation of the
first human rights commission in Barnstable
County, behind which he was the driving
force.

| have long admired Len’s dedication to the
cape and his passion for public service. As he
leaves us, | have no doubt that he will bring
this same sense of commitment to his new re-
sponsibilities in Colorado.

As we pause and reflect on the significance
of his achievements, he can take with him the
heartfelt gratitude of the people of the cape
and the islands for all that he has done to im-
prove the lives of those around him. On behalf
of a grateful constituency, | want to say thank
you and wish you the very best.

————

COMMEMORATING THE 200TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE
OF NEW YORK

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF MEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
| am proud to rise today in support of a resolu-
tion commemorating the 200th anniversary of
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New York.
| want to thank my colleague, Mr. FOSSELLA,
for taking the lead in sponsoring this Resolu-
tion.

It is a tradition of this legislative body to
honor and pay tribute to American institutions
whose historic significance has contributed to
the culture and traditions of our citizens. The
Archdiocese of New York, with its long history
of faith and service, is one such institution.

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New
York presently covers New York City and
other areas of southern New York State.
When it was established on April 8, 1808, the
Diocese of New York was under the jurisdic-
tion of the Archdiocese of Baltimore and cov-
ered all of New York State and certain parts
of New Jersey. The Diocese was elevated to
an Archdiocese in 1850. Twelve dioceses now
occupy the area that was once covered by
one.

Under Archbishop Cardinal Edward M.
Egan, the Archdiocese of New York now

serves 2.5 million New York Roman Catholics
and consists of 42 parishes, 278 elementary
schools, and 3,729 charitable ministries.

The Archdiocese of New York is significant
for many reasons. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
founder of today’s Catholic education paro-
chial school and the first American-born saint,
was a member of the Archdiocese. In fact, her
name appears on the front doors of the well-
known St. Patrick's Cathedral—the largest
decorated gothic-style Catholic cathedral in
the United States, which is located in my dis-
trict. The New York Archdiocese has also had
the honor of hosting three papal visits: Pope
Paul VI in 1965 and Pope John Paul Il in 1979
and 1995.

Throughout its rich history and up to the
present day, the Archdiocese of New York has
been generously sustained by its faithful pa-
rishioners, and has long supported the com-
munity through its ministries and countless
good deeds. | can think of no better time to
celebrate the Archdiocese than in this, its bi-
centennial year.

———

COMMENDING DAVID RAY

RITCHESON AND RECOGNIZING
HIS EFFORTS IN PROMOTING
FEDERAL LEGISLATION TO COM-
BAT HATE CRIMES

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 23, 2007

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | am
proud to support this resolution honoring the
life and courage of the late David Ray
Ritcheson.

David was a popular, friendly and cheerful
student at Klein Collins High School in the
Houston suburb of Spring, Texas. After a dis-
pute at a party in Spring on April 23, 2006,
two avowed white supremacists viciously at-
tacked David because he was Mexican-Amer-
ican. David’s attackers attempted to burn a
swastika into his chest, poured bleach on his
face and body, and used a jagged pipe to bru-
tally assault him. One of his attackers was a
skinhead with Nazi tattoos, and both of his
attackers yelled “White Power!” during their
assault on David.

After this attack, David was left for dead,
but, after being sent to the hospital the next
morning, he fought bravely on. After 3%
months in an intensive care hospital bed,
David was able to leave the hospital and at-
tempt to return to a life of normalcy. David
courageously decided to use his tragedy to
create something positive and became an out-
spoken advocate of federal hate crimes legis-
lation that would help ensure that local police
departments would be able to prosecute cases
like his as hate crimes in the future.

This past April, David testified before a sub-
committee of the House of Representatives
Committee on the Judiciary in favor of the
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Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Preven-
tion Act. His passionate, moving and eloquent
testimony helped spur this House to act on
that important legislation, which passed this
House in May.

Unfortunately, David passed away on July
1, after fighting to overcome the physical and
mental wounds left by his attackers for over a
year. In this difficult time for David’s family and
friends, it is important to remember David’s
admirable courage, warmth and strength.

| would like to give my condolences to all of
David Ray Ritcheson’s family, friends and
loved ones. | also would like to recognize Da-
vid's life and everything that he accomplished.
| commend my friend and colleague, the gen-
tlewoman from Texas, Ms. JACKSON-LEE, for
introducing this resolution.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF LOI
NGUYEN

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2007

Mr. WALSH of New York. | rise today in trib-
ute to Loi Nguyen, respected leader of the
Syracuse Vietnamese Community. Sadly, Mr.
Nguyen passed away on July 8th, 2007, after
a long battle with liver complications.

Mr. Nguyen was a true patriot and an exem-
plary citizen. He fought valiantly alongside
U.S. troops in Vietnam as a battalion com-
mander in the South Viethamese Army, suf-
fering 10 years in a Communist re-education
camp for aiding Americans. Along with other
South Vietnamese soldiers who helped the
U.S., Mr. Nguyen was allowed to immigrate
into the United States, and moved to the Syra-
cuse area in 1990. He began to assist refu-
gees from Vietnam and other Southeast Asian
nations in learning to drive, find jobs, learn
English, and register to vote. He led the Viet-
namese Community of Syracuse and the Viet-
namese Veterans, and worked tirelessly to
build a sense of community and improve con-
ditions in Syracuse’s North Side, where many
Vietnamese immigrants live. One of his crown-
ing achievements, Mr. Nguyen was instru-
mental in the development of the Franciscan
Vietnamese Freedom Garden, which will serve
as a green space for residents of the North
Side, and also as a symbol of community.

Mr. Nguyen’s leadership, his patriotism, and
his concern for others have benefited his com-
munity greatly. He fostered a better under-
standing and sense of community among
many different cultures, and reminded us all of
the significance of what many of us take for
granted—freedom. Loi Nguyen will be missed,
but will not be forgotten.

IN RECOGNITION OF CLYDE AND
LINDA ROGERS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2007

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| respectfully ask the attention of the House
today to pay recognition to an occasion very
dear to me. On July 26, 2007, my mother and
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father will mark their 50th wedding anniver-
sary.

Linda Lou Perryman and Clyde Gilbert Rog-
ers were wed by a Justice of the Peace on
July 26, 1957, in Crown Point, Indiana. When
they moved to Alabama my father worked as
a firefighter at the Anniston Army Depot for 25
years and my mother took a job as an inspec-
tor at Classie Ribbon Company, where she
worked for more than 30 years.

| would like to wish my parents a happy an-
niversary and thank them for all that they have
done for me.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 25, 2007

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, during
rollcall vote No. 703 on H.R. 3074, | mistak-

enly recorded my vote as “aye” when | should
have voted “no.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2007

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, On rollcall
No. 691, | was taking a leave of absence. Had
| been present, | would have voted “nay.” On
rolicall No. 692, | was taking a leave of ab-
sence. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay.” On rollcall No. 693, | was taking
a leave of absence. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay.” On rollcall No. 694,
| was taking a leave of absence. Had | been
present, | would have voted “nay.” On rollcall
No. 695, | was taking a leave of absence. Had
| been present, | would have voted “nay.”

On rollcall No. 696, | was taking a leave of
absence. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay.” On rolicall No. 697, | was taking
a leave of absence. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay.” On rollcall No. 698,
| was taking a leave of absence. Had | been
present, | would have voted “nay.” On rollcall
No. 699, | was taking a leave of absence. Had
| been present, | would have voted “nay.” On
rolicall No. 700, | was taking a leave of ab-
sence. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay.”

On rollcall No. 701, | was taking a leave of
absence. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay.” On rolicall No. 702, | was taking
a leave of absence. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay.” On rollcall No. 703,
| was taking a leave of absence. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.” On rollcall
No. 704, | was taking a leave of absence. Had
| been present, | would have voted “nay.” On
rolicall No. 705, | was taking a leave of ab-
sence. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay.”

On rollcall No. 706, | was taking a leave of
absence. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay.” On rolicall No. 707, | was taking
a leave of absence. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay.” On rollcall No. 708,
| was taking a leave of absence. Had | been
present, | would have voted “nay.” On rollcall
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No. 709, | was taking a leave of absence. Had
| been present, | would have voted “nay.” On
rolicall No. 710, | was taking a leave of ab-
sence. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay.”

On rollcall No. 711 | was taking a leave of
abence. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay.” On rollcall No. 712, | was taking
a leave of absence. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay.” On rollcall No. 713 |
was taking a leave of absence. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.” On rollcall
No. 714, | was taking a leave of absence. Had
| been present, | would have voted “nay.” On
rolicall No. 715, | was taking a leave of ab-
sence. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 25, 2007

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, on Monday,
July 23, and Tuesday, July 24, | was unavoid-
ably detained due to family medical matters in
California and was not present for a number of
rollcall votes on those days.

Had | been present | would have voted:

“Yea” on rollcall 687, H.R. 404, the Federal
Customer Service Enhancement Act.

“Yea” on rollcall 688, H. Res. 553, Mourn-
ing the passing of former First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson.

“Yea” on rollcall 689, H. Res. 519, Honoring
the life and accomplishments of renowned art-
ist Tom Lea on the 100th anniversary of his
birth.

“Yea” on rollcall 690, a Motion on Ordering
the Previous Question on H. Res. 558.

“Nay” on rollcall 691, an amendment of-
fered by Representative MICA to H.R. 3074.

“Nay” on rollcall 692, an amendment of-
fered by Representative BACHMANN to H.R.
3074.

“Nay” on rollcall 693, an amendment of-
fered by Representative FLAKE to H.R. 3074.

“Nay” on rollcall 694, an amendment of-
fered by Representative FLAKE to H.R. 3074.

“Nay” on rollcall 695, an amendment of-
fered by Representative CHABOT to H.R. 3074.

“Nay” on rollcall 696, an amendment of-
fered by Representative WESTMORELAND to
H.R. 3074.

“Nay” on rollcall 697, an amendment of-
fered by Representative SESSIONS to H.R.
3074.

“Nay” on rollcall 698, an amendment of-
fered by Representative FLAKE to H.R. 3074.

“Nay” on rollcall 699, an amendment of-
fered by Representative FLAKE to H.R. 3074.
“Nay” on rollcall 700, an amendment of-
fered by Representative FLAKE to H.R. 3074.
“Nay” on rollcall 701, an amendment of-
fered by Representative FLAKE to H.R. 3074.
“Nay” on rollcall 702, an amendment of-

fered by Representative FLAKE to H.R. 3074.

“Yea” on rollcall 703, an amendment of-
fered by Representative HASTINGS (Florida) to
H.R. 3074.

“Nay” on rollcall 704, an amendment of-
fered by Representative FRELINGHUYSEN to
H.R. 3074.

“Nay” on rollcall 705, an amendment of-
fered by Representative HENSARLING to H.R.
3074.
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