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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 18, 2007 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to participate in the following votes. If I 
had been present, I would have voted as fol-
lows: July 16, 2007—rollcall vote 630, on mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 1980, 
to authorize appropriations for the Housing As-
sistance Council—I would have voted ‘‘aye’’, 
rollcall vote 631, on motion to suspend the 
rules and pass, as amended, H.R. 1982, the 
Rural Housing and Economic Development 
Improvement Act of 2007, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’, rollcall vote 632, on motion to suspend 
the rules and pass, as amended, H.R. 799, 
Appalachian Regional Development Act 
Amendments—I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
CAROL ANN CAMPBELL 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 18, 2007 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor my dear friend and 
City Councilwoman, the Honorable Carol Ann 
Campbell. Just like the distinguished Speaker 
of the United States House of Representa-
tives, Carol Ann is the scion of a great political 
family. Her early years at the side of her fa-
ther, the famous Edgar Campbell, prepared 
her well for her future leadership role. But it is 
her inner strength that plays the biggest part 
in making her who she is. 

Everyone who knows Carol Campbell knows 
that she is a force of nature. Her drive and te-
nacity are matched only by her compassion 
and her loyalty. She has devoted her life to 
helping others. Her dedication to her neigh-
bors led to tremendous public investment in 
her district during her time in City Council. Her 
advocacy on behalf of the African American 
community led to election of record numbers 
of judges and other officials. She has been the 
confidant of speakers, mayors, and governors 
and of presidents. And I am proud to say that 
she is my advisor, my strongest supporter and 
my best friend. 

Madam Speaker, there aren’t enough hours 
in the day to list the accomplishments of this 
great lady. But, I am proud to ask all of my 
colleagues to join me in saluting her today. 

f 

HONORING UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 16, 2007 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of my home town of Lou-
isville’s largest employer and one of its great-
est corporate citizens: The United Parcel Serv-
ice, UPS. For one quarter of UPS’s 100 year 
history, it has located its international hub in 

Louisville, Kentucky forging a partnership that 
has facilitated tremendous growth for both the 
company and our city. 

Louisville has undoubtedly been good for 
UPS. They have built a four million square 
feet facility that processes more than 300,000 
packages an hour, using 122 miles of con-
veyor belt and enough fiber optic cable to 
stretch from coast to coast four times. UPS 
went public with the highest initial public offer-
ing in the history of the New York Stock Ex-
change, reached a milestone that saw its serv-
ices reach an astounding two-thirds of the 
world’s six billion people, and—keeping with 
the times—just won the Clean Air Excellence 
Award for its ‘‘Green Fleet’’, which has logged 
more than 100 million miles. 

But UPS has also been very good for Louis-
ville. Let me tell you a little bit about what 
Brown has done for us. 

UPS employs 20,000 members of our com-
munity and will hire 5,000 more after it com-
pletes a one billion dollar renovation to our air-
port—only the latest major improvement at 
least in part due to UPS’s influence. But that 
is just a fraction of the story. Because they are 
not merely jobs, but good ones. We are fortu-
nate that our largest employer pays wages on 
which a family can be raised, health benefits 
for personnel, and even college tuition for 
part-time workers. Through the Metropolitan 
partnership with the city and area universities, 
UPS has paid the tuition for thousands of Lou-
isville students, giving them a chance to pur-
sue fulfilling careers at UPS while earning a 
college degree. 

Of the four billion people around the world 
who benefit from UPS, few can claim the ad-
vantages we gain in Louisville—not just the 
employees, but all who are helped by their 
economic development initiatives, community 
service, and commitment to our community. I 
congratulate UPS—the world’s largest pack-
age delivery company—on its first successful 
century and hope that the next one yields con-
tinued success in our home of Louisville, Ken-
tucky. 

f 

PASSPORT BACKLOG REDUCTION 
ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 16, 2007 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, despite 
the backlog of passport applications and the 
lack of sufficient staff to accommodate the 
workload, passport agency personnel have 
done a remarkable job of assisting my con-
stituents in getting passports. The National 
Passport Information Center, the Washington, 
DC, Passport Agency, and the San Francisco 
Passport Agency, in particular, have been ex-
tremely helpful. The men and women in the 
State Department who are meeting this admin-
istrative crisis should be acknowledged for the 
extra effort they have been making to ensure 
U.S. citizens are able to travel abroad to work, 
vacation, participate in church and service 
projects, and attend educational programs. I 
rise in support of S. 966 and urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of the bill. 

RECOGNIZING 2007 AS THE YEAR 
OF THE RIGHTS OF INTERNALLY 
DISPLACED PERSONS IN COLOM-
BIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2007 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, last 
week the U.S. House of Representatives 
unanimously approved H. Res. 426, recog-
nizing 2007 as the Year of the Rights of the 
Internally Displaced in Colombia. The United 
Nations Office of the High Commissioner on 
Refugees, UNHCR, praised its passage, not-
ing that ‘‘It is the first time the U.S. Congress 
has singled out forced displacement in Colom-
bia as one of the worst humanitarian crises on 
the American continent.’’ 

More than one-third of the over 3 million in-
ternally displaced people in Colombia are 
Afro-Colombians or indigenous peoples. On 
July 11, 2007, the Association of Internally 
Displaced Afro-Colombians, AFRODES, 
issued a statement welcoming the action 
taken by the U.S. Congress in passing H. 
Res. 426 and bringing attention to the plight of 
Colombia’s internally displaced. 

I encourage my House colleagues to reflect 
on the words of Colombia’s Afro-Colombian 
community and I welcome the opportunity to 
submit the statement of AFRODES into the 
RECORD of the debate on H. Res. 426. 

[July 11, 2007] 
INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT IN COLOMBIA AND ITS 

IMPACT IN AFRO-COLOMBIAN TERRITORIES 
AND COMMUNITIES 
In Colombia, a chronic and sustained hu-

manitarian and human rights crisis persists, 
due to the ongoing presence of the causes of 
forced displacement, and the limited and 
contradictory security policies that the na-
tional government has adopted to stop the 
exodus of the population. Under the govern-
ment of President Álvaro Uribe, military 
confrontations between the public security 
forces and illegal armed groups have intensi-
fied; during President Uribe’s first term, 
there were 8,001 such confrontations, an in-
crease of 149 percent over the 3,211 which oc-
curred during the previous government of 
President Andrés Pastrana. This shows there 
is a greater military presence in the country, 
but that does not necessarily imply that con-
ditions for the security of the civilian popu-
lation are being met. In other words, there 
are no guarantees for the security of inter-
nally displaced communities to return to 
their regions of origin. 

Defining the dimensions of the problem of 
internal displacement should be a priority, 
in order to define the conditions faced by 
victims of the internal armed conflict and 
thereby establish peace, justice and repara-
tions. The System of Information on Forced 
Displacement and Human Rights (SISDHES), 
which has been operated by CODHES since 
1995 and which takes into account data from 
the Episcopal Conference of Colombia from 
1985–1994, indicates that around 3,832,527 peo-
ple have been displaced during the last 20 
years in Colombia (from January 1, 1985 
through June 30, 2006). The United Nations 
just recently stated in a June 2007 report 
that the number of internally displaced in 
Colombia has reached 3,000,000. According to 
the U.N., out of the 13 million internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) their organization at-
tended to over the past year, three million— 
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or 23 percent of the world total—are Colom-
bian. This according to the U.N. brings Co-
lombia to the undesirable first position of 
the greatest number of IDPs in the world. 
Yet the Colombian government reports only 
1,877,328 IDPs for the period from January of 
1995–June of 2005. 

Due to the lack of sufficient political will 
on the part of the government to attend to 
the IDP population, the Colombian Constitu-
tional Court has delivered two rulings with 
the purpose of protecting the rights of the 
internally displaced: Ruling C–370 of 2005, re-
lating to Law 975 of 2005, through which the 
Constitutional Court defines the scope of the 
rights and guarantees due to victims of the 
internal armed conflict under the system of 
transitional justice. 

The Constitutional Court also issued De-
cree 218 of 2006, following Ruling T–025 of 2004 
which declared the state of things to be un-
constitutional in Colombia and ordered the 
government to develop a public policy de-
signed to guarantee the effective protection 
of the rights of the internally displaced. 

This decree examines the completion of 
the orders established through decrees No. 
176, 177 and 178 of 2005; its principal conclu-
sion is that the situation of unconstitution-
ality has yet to be overcome, while the nec-
essary measures are not being taken to do 
so. 

Finally, the Civil Commission for the Eval-
uation if Completion if Ruling T–025 and the 
Public Policy if Forced Displacement was 
formed as a plural and diverse coalition of 
civil society dedicated to overcoming dis-
placement, at the same time that new pro-
tests and proposals for strengthening organi-
zations of the internally displaced are being 
formed by the affected population. 

Decree 218 illustrates the structural prob-
lems with the lack of a public policy for 
forced displacement and opens the possi-
bility for greater public debate to examine 
the report presented by the government on 
September 13, 2006, such as the use of rights- 
based progress indicators. 

We would also like to applaud the 42 co- 
sponsors of H. Res. 426 and in particular our 
Afrodescendant brother Donald Payne and 
humanitarian James McGovern for raising 
the visibility of the plight of the many inter-
nally displaced Afro-Colombians to the U.S. 
Congress. In the last decade, especially dur-
ing the last 5 years, internal displacement 
has intensified in areas of the Pacific Coast, 
in the departments of Nariño, Valle del 
Cauca, Cauca and Chocó in the collectively 
titled lands of Afro-Colombians. The par-
ticular characteristics of these displace-
ments show them to be planned and delib-
erate, in order to cause communities to va-
cate their territories. This is corroborated 
by the study carried out by AFRODES and 
Global Rights in 2005, which illustrates that 
61.73 percent of those people with collective 
titles to land in 50 municipalities with Afro- 
Colombian populations have been displaced 
from their territories. Most alarming is that 
there currently exists no public policy for at-
tention to Afro-Colombian displaced popu-
lations, while the humanitarian crisis in 
their territories continues to worsen. 

Finally, as an organization of internally 
displaced persons and in the name of many 
more who have lost their territories in Co-
lombia, we appreciate and commend the ef-
forts undertaken by the U.S. Congress and 
the international community to raise visi-
bility of this humanitarian tragedy, specifi-
cally through H. Res. 426 in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. By working in partnership 
with the United States, the United Nations 
and many religious and non-governmental 
organizations, our communities can once 
again live with dignity and respect for their 
rights. 

TRIBUTE TO FATHER FRANCIS 
HUND 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 18, 2007 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Father Francis 
Hund, who celebrates his 25th anniversary in 
the priesthood this Sunday, July 22nd. 

Born July 31, 1956 in Paxico, KS, he was 
the oldest of Wilfred and Margaret Hund’s 
eight children. He graduated from Paxico High 
School in 1974 and received a bachelor’s de-
gree from Benedictine College in Atchison, 
KS, in 1978, where he majored in music with 
a focus on organ. Although he had considered 
a vocation to the priesthood, he hadn’t shared 
his thoughts with his parents; they thought he 
would be a music teacher until they read his 
career choice printed in his senior organ re-
cital program! 

He was selected to do his seminary studies 
in Rome at the North American College and 
was ordained to the priesthood at his home 
parish in Paxico in 1982. He served as asso-
ciate pastor at four Shawnee Mission, KS, par-
ishes: Queen of the Holy Rosary, Cure of Ars, 
St. Joseph; and Holy Trinity, before entering a 
graduate program in liturgical studies at St. 
John’s University in Collegeville, MN. Return-
ing in 1990 he served three rural parishes at 
Burlington, Waverly and Westphalia, KS, and 
was campus minister at Washburn in Topeka. 

In 1992, Fr. Francis was appointed pastor of 
St. Theresa’s in Perry, KS, and also St. Aloys-
ius in Meriden, KS in 1993. In addition to 
pastoring those two parishes, he was ap-
pointed Director of the Archdiocesan Office of 
Liturgy and Worship, a position he held for 9 
years prior to his appointment as pastor to 
Good Shepherd Catholic Church in Shawnee, 
KS, in 2001. He currently serves this parish of 
1,700 families as well as being chairman of 
the Johnson County Regional Priests and a 
member of the archdiocesan Priests Per-
sonnel Board. 

His family currently includes his mother, 2 
brothers, 5 sisters, in-laws and 24 nieces and 
nephews. Madam Speaker, I know that all 
Members of the House of Representatives join 
with me in paying tribute to this dedicated 
servant of God upon the 25th anniversary of 
his entering the priesthood. 

f 

FREE THE ISRAELI SOLDIERS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROBERT WEXLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, I rise in rec-
ognition of the 1-year anniversary of the kid-
napping of Eldad Regev and Ehud 
Goldwasser, two soldiers in the Israeli De-
fense Force who were kidnapped by 
Hezbollah operatives on the border with Leb-
anon on July 12, 2006. Their kidnapping came 
only a few weeks after the abduction of Gilad 
Shalit, an IDF officer seized by Hamas mili-
tants on June 25, 2006, during a horrific attack 
near Kibbutz Kerem Shalom, on the border of 
the Gaza Strip. 

These three brave young men are among 
eight Israeli soldiers kidnapped or missing in 
action over the last 25 years. Staff Sergeants 
Zachary Baumel, Zvi Feldman, and Yehuda 
Katz have been missing since June 11, 1982, 
after a battle at Sultan Yakoub in Lebanon. 
Major Ron Arad was captured on October 16, 
1986, when his aircraft was shot down inside 
Lebanon. Israeli solider Guy Hever dis-
appeared on August 17, 1997, from an army 
base in the southern Golan Heights. 

Since my first day in the United States Con-
gress, I have made advocating for the safe re-
turn of all Israeli soldiers a priority. During an 
official trip to Israel last July, I met with Benny 
Regev, brother of Eldad Regev, to express my 
deepest sympathy and concern and assure 
him of America’s commitment to securing his 
brother’s release. Today, I urge my colleagues 
to join me in renewing our commitment to se-
cure the release of all Israeli prisoners of war 
and to hold those individuals, organizations, 
and governments involved in these abductions 
accountable for their violation of international 
law. In marking the anniversary of the kidnap-
ping of these brave soldiers, we should also 
acknowledge the sacrifice of their families and 
of the Israeli people as they continue to de-
fend their borders in the ongoing struggle for 
regional stability and peace. 

As Israel’s strongest ally and friend, the 
United States must continue to support Israel’s 
right to self defense, and advocate for the safe 
return of all of Israeli soldiers missing in action 
and being held as prisoners of war. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PASTOR WANDA 
MCNEILL 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 18, 2007 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I recognize 
Pastor Wanda McNeill for her 17 years of tire-
less work as Executive Director of Wash-
ington, DC’s Southeast Ministry, which she 
helped create in 1990. Pastor McNeill, on the 
surface, was not an obvious candidate to take 
on such work in an inner city neighborhood, 
having been born and raised in Sioux City, 
Iowa. But Pastor McNeill has touched the lives 
of thousands in Washington, DC, and this city 
will be forever grateful for her dedication to 
those in need. We wish her well and God-
speed as she leaves our Nation’s Capital to 
accept a call to lead a parish in Lake Preston, 
South Dakota. 

Whereas Pastor Wanda McNeill is a spir-
itual leader who, through her faith in God, has 
answered His call by dedicating her life’s work 
to serving those in need; 

Whereas Pastor Wanda McNeill was born 
on February 21, 1944 in Sioux City, Iowa, and 
was raised on a family farm along with her sis-
ter Stella by William and Louise Edwards; 

Whereas Pastor Wanda McNeill in her ear-
lier life was a foster parent with her late hus-
band Frank McNeill to 12 children; 

Whereas Pastor Wanda McNeill earned a 
Diploma in Nursing at Iowa Lutheran Hospital, 
Des Moines, Iowa in 1965 and has been a li-
censed Registered Nurse in Iowa, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, and Washington, DC; 

Whereas Pastor Wanda McNeill served the 
citizens of North Carolina as a Vista Volunteer 
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