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TRIBUTE TO NEW VETERANS AND 

PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS ME-
MORIAL 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 17, 2007 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to a new memorial in my district 
that honors our veterans and Purple Heart re-
cipients. 

The new memorial was unveiled July 9, 
2007 at the Veterans Affairs Hospital in Mar-
tinsburg, WV. The ceremony was officiated by 
the Martinsburg Chapter 646 of the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart. 

The Purple Heart and Veterans Memorial is 
1 of 2 in West Virginia and 1 of 110 through-
out the whole Nation to honor our military men 
and women. Former Martinsburg VA Director 
Fernando Rivera came up with the idea after 
he visited a similar memorial in the neigh-
boring State of Maryland. The Martinsburg 
Chapter 646 of the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart worked with the VA center to build the 
memorial at the main entrance of the facility. 

Cy Kammeier, commander of the Martins-
burg Chapter 646 of the Military Order of the 
Purple Heart, dedicated the memorial to 
‘‘those who gave some, and for the next of 
kin, those who gave all.’’ 

As this year brings the 75th anniversary of 
the revival of the Purple Heart, it gives me a 
great privilege to recognize those who helped 
make this memorial a success. I am honored 
to serve the citizens of the Second District of 
West Virginia, many of whom continue to 
proudly represent our State in the Armed 
Forces. Memorials like the one in Martinsburg 
are a reminder of the sacrifices that so many 
men and women have made in order to pro-
tect our freedoms and liberties throughout our 
Nation’s history. 

f 

HONORING DAVID CLARENBACH 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 17, 2007 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, as the 
State of Wisconsin celebrates the 25th anni-
versary of the Nation’s first Gay and Lesbian 
Civil Rights Act, I rise today to honor the cou-
rageous individual who authored this historic 
legislation, David Clarenbach. 

David Clarenbach is a seasoned veteran of 
local, state, and national politics. He won his 
first term as a Dane County Supervisor at the 
age of 18, and was elected to the Madison 
Common Council in 1974. He served in the 
Wisconsin State Assembly from 1975 to 1993, 
and was Speaker pro tem from 1983 to 1993. 
In 1992 David was a Democratic Congres-
sional candidate from Wisconsin’s Second 
District. 

Throughout his career, David Clarenbach 
has been intimately involved in the growth and 
development of the LGBT civil rights move-
ment. During his tenure in the Wisconsin Leg-
islature he wrote the Gay and Lesbian Civil 
Rights Act of 1982, the first in the Nation to in-
clude gay and lesbian people in statewide 
anti-discrimination laws. He authored Wiscon-

sin’s Hate Crimes Act, which was upheld 
unanimously by the U.S. Supreme Court. He 
sponsored a Bill of Rights for people with 
AIDS and HIV infection. And, in 1983, he au-
thored the Consenting Adults Act, legalizing all 
sexual activity between consenting adults in 
private, thus repealing the state’s sodomy pro-
hibitions. He has served as a consultant and 
mentor to openly gay and lesbian candidates 
throughout the country. 

Bringing together his vast experience in pol-
icy development, legislative relations, and 
grassroots organizing, on February 3, 1981, 
then Wisconsin State Representative David 
Clarenbach introduced Assembly Bill 70 to in-
clude discrimination based on sexual orienta-
tion in the state’s prohibition on discrimination 
in employment, housing, and public accom-
modations. At the time only 41 municipalities 
and 8 counties in the United States offered 
limited protections against discrimination 
based on sexual orientation. In explaining the 
bill, Representative Clarenbach stated that 
‘‘the right of private sexual preference among 
adults should be considered inherent . . . he 
or she should be guaranteed the basic human 
right to live without harassment or discrimina-
tion.’’ The bill was endorsed by a broad coali-
tion of clergy, religious denominations, and 
medical and professional groups. 

In October 1981, Assembly Bill 70 was ap-
proved by the Wisconsin State Assembly by a 
vote of 50 to 46, and in February 1982, the 
Wisconsin State Senate approved the pro-
posal by a vote of 19 to 13. Later that month, 
Republican Governor Lee Sherman Dreyfus 
signed Assembly Bill 70 into law, making Wis-
consin the first in the Nation to enact a civil 
rights statute covering sexual orientation. 

For his tenacity, his skills, and most of all, 
his courage, I join with all of Wisconsin in sa-
luting David Clarenbach. 

f 

FREEDOM FOR CARLOS MANUEL 
HERNÁNDEZ REYES 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 17, 2007 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to speak about 
Carlos Manuel Hernández Reyes, a political 
prisoner in totalitarian Cuba. 

Mr. Carlos Manuel Hernández Reyes is a 
member of the John Paul II Peace and Justice 
Movement and a member of the Pedro Luis 
Boitel Civic Resistance Movement, an organi-
zation named for a legendary, heroic Cuban 
political figure who died in a hunger strike in 
1972. The primary objective of the movement 
is to urge the Cuban tyranny to grant amnesty 
to all prisoners of conscience and to abolish 
‘‘political’’ crimes in totalitarian Cuba. Because 
of Mr. Hernández Reyes’ steadfast belief in 
human liberty and his dream of freedom for 
the people of Cuba, who have for too long 
been enslaved by the nightmare that is the to-
talitarian regime, he has been a constant tar-
get of the tyranny’s repressive machinery. 

Because of his belief in inalienable rights 
and his dream that the people of Cuba de-
serve freedom and democracy, Mr. Hernández 
Reyes was arrested by state security thugs on 
March 15, 2007 on grotesque charges of ‘‘dis-
respect,’’ which amounted to nothing more 

than refusing to live out the regime’s man-
dated propaganda. For his supposed ‘‘crime’’ 
Mr. Hernández Reyes was maliciously ‘‘sen-
tenced’’ to one year in the totalitarian gulag. 

I remind my colleagues that, under the 
Cuban totalitarian regime, any freedom of ex-
pression or effort to display truth or opinion 
that is not in step with the regime’s mandated 
lies, is met with swift and violent repression. 
Upon his ‘‘sentencing’’ Mr. Hernández Reyes 
was moved by mule to the Tres Veredas con-
centration camp in Guantanamo, Cuba. 
Madam Speaker, Tres Veredas is an infernal 
dungeon where men are herded and treated 
as animals, with little if any contact with the 
outside world, the camp being a three to four 
hour walk from the nearest town and almost 
only reachable by mule. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Hernández Reyes lan-
guishes in an unventilated, dank, and rancid 
smelling room without water, electricity, or 
sunlight. Recently, Mr. Hernández Reyes was 
able to communicate to human rights activist 
Francisco Hernández Gomez that there was a 
rampant outbreak of diarrhea among the pris-
oners. No one bothered to investigate the 
source of their illness or make the minimal ef-
fort of transporting prisoners to a hospital or 
clinic for diagnosis. Instead they were ‘‘treat-
ed’’ by a nurse at the facility itself without ac-
cess even to electricity. 

Madam Speaker, this is only one episode of 
the criminally abhorrent injustices continually 
carried out on countless innocent Cubans just 
90 miles from our shores. And yet, though the 
tyranny has attempted to destroy Mr. 
Hernández Reyes, he will never cease in his 
commitment to freedom for Cuba. My Col-
leagues, we must demand the immediate re-
lease of Carlos Manuel Hernández Reyes and 
all prisoners of conscience in totalitarian Cuba. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT NICHOLAS 
WALSH 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 17, 2007 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of SGT Nicholas Walsh 
and pay tribute to his patriotic service to our 
Nation. 

As a team leader with Charlie Company, 1st 
Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, Sergeant Walsh bravely led fellow Ma-
rines on special operations missions in Iraq’s 
Al Anbar Province. On May 26, while on a 
mission in Fallujah, Sergeant Walsh tragically 
lost his life. 

After graduating from John Carroll High 
School in Birmingham, Alabama, Nicholas 
Walsh followed in the footsteps of a number of 
his family members and joined the Marines. 
Sergeant Walsh served four years before leav-
ing the Marines. He married his wife Julie and 
started a family. Two years after leaving the 
Marines, Sergeant Walsh re-enlisted in the 
Corps he loved so much. 

Like so many of our brave men and women 
in uniform, Sergeant Walsh often demurred at 
being identified as a hero. When asked if he 
would like to be buried at Arlington he re-
sponded: ‘‘No way; that place is for people 
better than me. That place is for heroes.’’ 
Madam Speaker, Sergeant Walsh is a hero. 
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He is a hero for his selfless service to our Na-
tion. He is a hero for paying the ultimate price 
for freedom and liberty. 

Today, I echo the words written by neigh-
bors of Sergeant Walsh’s parents, Maggie and 
Jerry: ‘‘We know that no words we could say 
can comfort you, but our thoughts are with you 
and our hearts ache for you.’’ Our hearts ache 
for Sergeant Walsh’s wife Julie, his sons 
Triston and Tanner, and the many loved ones 
and friends Sergeant Walsh leaves behind. 

Madam Speaker, Sergeant Walsh is a true 
hero. Today, with a heavy heart, I extend to 
Sergeant Walsh’s family my deepest sym-
pathies. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
honoring the patriotism and selfless sacrifice 
of SGT Nicholas Walsh. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. JACK KESSLER 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 17, 2007 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the accomplishments of a con-
stituent of mine, Mr. Jack Kessler; specifically 
his forty-two years of service as President of 
the Putnam County Library Board. 

As the board’s founding President, Jack 
oversaw the birth of the county’s library which 
in 1961 consisted of little more than a book-
mobile and storage house. From those humble 
beginnings, however, the library blossomed. 
By the time Jack retired, after four decades of 
leadership, the Putnam County Library had 
grown to comprise five buildings, including 
four branches servicing communities across 
the county. 

Jack left another, more direct, legacy when 
he retired. His daughter Jackie now serves as 
the library’s director. Noting the family connec-
tion, Jack jokes he always has more than 
enough books to read. 

Madam Speaker, for much of American his-
tory local libraries have provided communities 
with opportunities for advancement through 
education. Putnam County Library’s branches, 
summer programs and volume after volume of 
books has benefited generations of West Vir-
ginia residents. The most enduring aspect of 
Jack Kessler’s legacy is the benefit for gen-
erations yet to come. 

I thank Jack for his years of service and 
Putnam County is fortunate to call Jack one of 
its own. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 17, 2007 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
unfortunately yesterday, July 16, 2007, I was 
unable to cast my votes on H.R. 1980, H.R. 
1982, and H.R. 799. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 630 on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 1980, 
to authorize appropriations for the Housing As-
sistance Council, I would have voted, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 631 on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 1982, 
the Rural Housing and Economic Develop-

ment Improvement Act of 2007, I would have 
voted, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 632 on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 799, 
the Appalachian Regional Development Act 
Amendments, I would have voted, ‘‘aye.’’ 
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INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
TO REFORM FEDERAL PROTEC-
TIVE SERVICE GUARD CON-
TRACTING OPERATIONS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 17, 2007 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today I in-
troduce a bill that I believe Congress must 
pass forthwith to assure that Federal Protec-
tive Service, FPS, guard contractors are capa-
ble, responsible, and ethical as required by 
the Federal Acquisition Regulations. It was 
clear to me that this bill was necessary when 
a vital security contractor issue emerged from 
our Subcommittee on Economic Development, 
Public Buildings and Emergency Management 
hearing on June 21, 2007. A security guard 
contractor had failed to pay its guards from 
FPS funds. At the hearing we learned that 
Weldon Waites, who had served five years in 
prison for money laundering and fraud, was 
the de facto owner, with his wife, of 
STARTECH, despite federal law barring felons 
from owning companies that do business with 
the federal government. In fact, it was Waites, 
not his wife, who came forward to defend the 
company after it failed to pay its 600 D.C.- 
based guards despite receipt of funds from 
FPS for payment. Mr. Waites’ testimony con-
cerning his operational control of the company 
was nothing short of a case study in evasion 
of existing law by merely taking advantage of 
obvious loopholes. Today I am filing the Fed-
eral Protective Service Guard Contracting Re-
form Act to prohibit FPS from contracting with 
any security guard service that is ‘‘owned, 
controlled or operated by an individual who 
has been convicted of a felony.’’ My bill would 
eliminate proxy ownership of vital FPS con-
tracting operations by relatives or spouses. 
The bill would be effective immediately upon 
passage and therefore would mean that FPS 
would be required to dismiss any felon exer-
cising control over any FPS contracting oper-
ation now, not merely future contractors. 

My bill reminds us that we must not lose 
sight of the mission of private contract guards 
who serve the federal government—to guard 
federal employees and sites as vital as nu-
clear plants and military posts against ter-
rorism and crime, and in the case of Jenkins 
Security, two secure federal power plants 
here. The STARTECH example of unpaid con-
tract guards and apparent misuse of federal 
funds directed to pay guards demonstrated 
why federal law requires these businesses 
have a ‘‘satisfactory record of integrity and 
business ethics.’’ 

Contract security officers are a critical com-
ponent of federal strategies to protect the 
safety and security of federal employees and 
vital federal facilities. In the federal sector, se-
curity guards, many of whom carry guns, are 
as essential to protecting federal employees 
and sites as members of FPS. Although not a 
replacement for public law enforcement offi-

cers, whether local police officers, or FPS law 
enforcement officers, private security guards, 
like peace officers, are engaged in counter-ter-
rorism activities in the post 9/11 environment. 
It was 9/11 and the creation of the Department 
of Homeland Security that led to the transfer 
of the FPS from the General Services Admin-
istration to the new Department of Homeland 
Security. Since the transfer, however, FPS 
has become even more dependant on contract 
guards, who have grown rapidly to 15,000, 
while the number FPS guards is down from an 
authorized 1,450 to about 1,000. In passing 
appropriations for FPS this year, the Appro-
priations Committee indicated that the admin-
istration is seeking to totally eliminate FPS, 
the official police force for federal government 
work sites and facilities. The Appropriation 
Committee took action that assures that FPS 
officer levels as of 2006 will remain in place 
unless certain strong conditions are met. To-
day’s legislation concerning the vitality and in-
tegrity of contracting operations assume even 
greater importance in light of FPS downsizing. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JOAN CACCAMO 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 17, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Brooklyn resident Ms. Joan 
Caccamo. Joan received her bachelor of 
science degree in Management from St. 
Francis College in Brooklyn in 1983; she later 
earned a master’s degree with a specialty in 
Administration and Supervision from Fordham 
University. 

Joan taught Business Education and Com-
puter Science for 12 years and worked as a 
high school director of development and is 
currently employed as the assistant director of 
recreation, intramurals and athletics as well as 
a senior woman administrator at Brooklyn Col-
lege. 

Joan continues to give back to her commu-
nity. She is currently the department president 
of the American Legion Auxiliary who has cho-
sen for her special project the Special Olym-
pics of New York. Under her leadership, mem-
bers of the American Legion have donated 
more than $40,000 to the project. Joan has 
traveled throughout New York State visiting 62 
counties promoting Special Olympics, vet-
erans’, children’s, and community issues. 

Joan’s accomplishments are many and in-
clude; the Empire Girl’s Program service as 
housemother, vice-chair and chair of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs and Rehabilitation, certified lead-
ership instructor, and the winner of the Public 
Relations Chair National Award. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
Ms. Joan Caccamo who has given more than 
40 years of volunteer service. I’d also like to 
honor her for her accomplishments as a 
teacher and caring member of the American 
Legion Auxiliary. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Ms. Joan 
Caccamo. 
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