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natural gas than any other country in the 
world. Higher natural gas will not just be an in-
convenience; it will cost more American jobs. 

Because we pay as much as 600 percent 
more for natural gas than other countries, 
American businesses are often at a competi-
tive disadvantage when trying to compete with 
foreign businesses. 

As elected officials sent to Washington to 
represent the interests of our constituents, we 
cannot afford to pass legislation that harms 
jobs and raises the cost of doing business for 
domestic manufacturers of energy. Singling 
out one domestic industry and excluding it 
from manufacturing tax breaks that other man-
ufacturers are entitled to use is nothing more 
than pandering by the Democrats for political 
gain. 

Instead of voting to raise taxes on energy 
manufactures, we should instead be consid-
ering proposals today that would encourage 
more domestic energy, which in turn would 
produce more American jobs and would boost 
our economy. We should be voting on legisla-
tion that would help America increase its refin-
ing capacity. We should be making it easier 
for energy companies to invest in American 
jobs by exploring for new sources of domestic 
oil and natural gas. Instead, we are voting on 
a Democrat energy bill that will encourage 
more dependence on foreign sources of oil 
and gas. 

This bill is especially harmful for small and 
medium refineries that are reinvesting their 
profits to expand refining capacity. In a time 
when America imports 10 percent of its refined 
fuel, we should be encouraging expansion of 
our own refining industry, not raising their cost 
of doing business. When we raise taxes, we 
discourage reinvestment and make it more 
likely the United States will become more de-
pendent on foreign countries for our refined 
energy products. 

As many have already pointed out, the 
United States dependency on foreign oil is al-
ready more than 60 percent, and growing. 
When we become even more dependent on 
unstable regions of the world for our oil and 
gas energy needs, we are placing more of our 
security into the hands of unpredictable and 
often hostile foreign governments and dic-
tators. 

As a member of the House Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence and the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense, I 
can tell you placing more of our energy secu-
rity into dangerous regions of the world is the 
wrong path for America. 

I am a supporter of both using and investing 
in alternative forms of energy as one way to 
decrease American dependency on foreign oil. 
The State of Kansas has great potential for 
being a leader in wind energy production and 
being a supplier of biomass for biofuel produc-
tion. 

But while our present economy depends 
largely on safe access to dependable sources 
of oil and natural gas, we must not penalize 
these manufacturing industries that provide us 
with the energy we all use. 

I urge all my colleagues who care about 
keeping American jobs, boosting our economy 
and treating manufacturers tax equity to vote 
against this misleading Democrat energy bill. 

COLLEGE STUDENT RELIEF ACT 
OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the College Student Relief Act. Amer-
ica’s economy continues to change, and a col-
lege education has grown increasingly more 
important. Unfortunately, it has also grown in-
creasingly more expensive, with tuition and 
fees for a four-year public college rising 41 
percent—after inflation—since 2001. Federally 
subsidized loans provide a crucial helping 
hand to middle class students and families. 
This legislation will lessen the burden on hard-
working students and families by cutting inter-
est rates on federally subsidized student loans 
in half over a period of five years, from 6.8 
percent to 3.4 percent. 

In California, the average college student 
with federally subsidized loans graduates with 
more than $15,000 of debt. The costs of col-
lege are such that it is simply unaffordable for 
many students without help. Over the next 
decade, 4.4 million high school graduates will 
be prevented from attending a 4-year college 
by financial barriers. Our Nation’s economic 
competiveness relies upon having the best 
educated workforce possible and investment 
in postsecondary education will yield great so-
cietal benefits. 

Madam Speaker, this legislation will make a 
difference in the lives of millions of young peo-
ple, helping to put them on secure financial 
footing as they move from college to the work-
ing world. And it does so responsibly, within 
the structure of the PAY-GO rules that ensure 
that the entire $6 billion in costs will be paid 
for by reasonable offsets. I urge a ‘‘Yes’’ vote 
on this important legislation. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF ARTHUR F. 
WESTFALL 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 19, 2007 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of Arthur F. 
Westfall, whose personal service to the Valley 
View community in Ohio is a shining example 
of the commitment and devotion that holds 
this great country together. Arthur’s life was 
marked by his dedication to country, commu-
nity, and family. 

Arthur graduated from Cuyahoga Heights 
High School and worked as a homebuilder as 
a young man, before he was elected mayor in 
1971—a position he held for almost 30 years 
before he retired in 1999, along with being a 
public insurance adjuster. During these years, 
his work and commitment as a mayor helped 
Valley View prosper and become one of the 
main economic power centers in Northeast 
Ohio. 

Throughout his life Arthur was enthusiastic 
about and devoted to the citizens of his com-
munity. As a public insurance adjuster, he did 
appraisals that helped claimants receive com-
pensation from insurance companies following 

catastrophes. And, as a devoted citizen and 
mayor, Arthur studied law enforcement and 
criminology at Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity to inform development of a strong police 
department. 

Arthur also helped to improve infrastructure 
for the citizens of Valley View by building ca-
pacity in the water supply, developing a trans-
portation program, as well as a number of 
benefits for the elderly, things that were not 
available for the small farmland village back in 
1971. 

Arthur’s legacy continues through his wife, 
Helen; three children, Sharon White, Randall 
and Lance; six grandchildren; and three great- 
grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring the memory of Arthur F. 
Westfall as a loving community leader. Ar-
thur’s lifelong commitment to both community 
and family is a great example of how one man 
can dedicate his life to helping others. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 19, 2007 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, on 
January 9 and 10, 2007, I was absent and 
missed rollcall votes 12–18. For the record, 
had I been present on January 9, I would 
have voted: rollcall vote 12—‘‘yea’’; rollcall 
vote 13—‘‘no’’; rollcall vote 14—‘‘yea’’; and 
rollcall vote 15—‘‘yea’’. 

Further, had I been present on January 10, 
I would have voted: rollcall vote 16—‘‘no’’; roll-
call vote 17—‘‘no’’; and rollcall vote 18— 
‘‘yea.’’ 

I support an increase in the minimum wage. 
The last time the minimum wage was in-
creased was 10 years ago and workers de-
serve to have the minimum wage increased to 
$7.25. 

I am pleased the House of Representatives 
passed the initial version of H.R. 2 and look 
forward to voting on its final passage in the 
coming weeks. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BISHOP HENRY 
BARNWELL FOR RECEIVING THE 
CALVIN C. GOODE LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 19, 2007 

Mr. PASTOR. Madam Speaker, I rise before 
you today to congratulate Bishop Henry Barn-
well for receiving the Calvin C. Goode Lifetime 
Achievement award during the 21st Annual Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Awards Breakfast in 
Phoenix. This award, named after Phoenix 
City Councilman Calvin C. Goode, recognizes 
an exceptional individual who has made Phoe-
nix a better place through a lifelong dedication 
to promoting social and economic justice, de-
fending civil rights, and enhancing the dignity 
of all people. Bishop Barnwell exemplifies all 
of these qualities. 

Bishop Barnwell is the retired pastor of the 
First New Life Missionary Baptist Church, a 
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position he held for over 40 years. As pastor, 
he was an advocate for human and civil rights 
and the less fortunate. He mentored and was 
a role model for other men in his parish, urg-
ing them to help those in need. Bishop Barn-
well also led the effort to declare Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s birthday a State holiday. 
Even before this occurred, I remember Bishop 
Barnwell bringing us together to celebrate Dr. 
King’s birthday at Phoenix’s Patriot Square 
Park. 

Bishop Barnwell continues to be an active 
member in many Phoenix community organi-
zations. For example, he serves on the 
Boards of the Phoenix Opportunities Industrial-
ization Center, OIC, and St. Mary’s Food 
Bank. He is also a member of the Mayor’s 
Human Relations Commission, the Maricopa 
County branch of the NAACP, and the Sheriffs 
Religious Advisory Committee of Maricopa 
County. Bishop Barnwell will add the Calvin C. 
Goode Lifetime Achievement award to a long 
list of local, state, and national recognitions, 
including Arizona Pastor of the Year, 1989, 
the Blue Cross Blue Shield Ageless Hero 
Award, and Honorary Citizen of Tucson, AZ. 

Born and raised in Florida, Bishop Barnwell 
first arrived in Phoenix to attend Grand Can-
yon College and the Arizona College of the 
Bible. In 1954, he enlisted in the U.S. Air 
Force, from which he retired after 20 years of 
service. Bishop Barnwell is the devoted hus-
band of Sheila Yvonne Barnwell; he is a proud 
father and grandfather. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Bishop Barnwell for this award and to thank 
him for his enduring commitment to improving 
the lives of Arizona’s citizens. 

f 

HONORING TRO JUNG-BRANNEN 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 19, 2007 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, I ask 
my colleagues to join me today in the ac-
knowledgement of the architectural and design 
firm TRO Jung-Brannen located in Shelby 
County, TN. 

On October 19, 2006, TRO Jung-Brannen 
was awarded the Export Achievement Certifi-
cate given by the United States Department of 
Commerce in recognition of the firm’s export 
excellence, increased export sales, and the 
opening of new international markets. 

TRO Jung-Brannen is an architectural and 
design firm with 325 people on staff with bil-
lings in excess of 50 million. The Shelby 
County office has 13 architects and 38 addi-
tional employees. The firm specializes in de-
signing healthcare, educational and commer-
cial facilities. The firm was established in 1909 
and has served over 500 clients with projects 
totaling more than six billion dollars. 

Please join me in honoring TRO Jung- 
Brannen on their wonderful award and remark-
able record of accomplishments. 

OBSERVING THE BIRTHDAY OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 16, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to enter into the RECORD my strong support for 
H.R. 61, in observation and celebration of the 
birthday, life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.; his life of service in promoting peace 
and justice for all people of every nation, and 
the preservation of his legacy in our continued 
efforts to ensure peace and justice to every 
man, woman, and child. 

In celebrating the birthday of Dr. King, we 
are reminded of his sacrifice and leadership in 
ensuring that this great nation live up to its 
highest potential by acknowledging and prac-
ticing the self-evident truth ‘‘that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed, by their 
Creator, with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit 
of Happiness.’’ 

As we are engaged in a war that has taken 
the lives of thousands of American soldiers 
and hundreds of thousands of Iraqi lives, we 
must revisit Dr. King’s stance of nonviolence 
and his opposition to the Vietnam war; a war 
that oppressed the poor and voiceless, a war 
that obstructed the rights of life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

Dr. King would have us on the frontlines of 
the anti-war movement, questioning whether 
our actions in Iraq and around the world are 
doing more than just creating more chaos and 
violence. He would ask us to attack the root 
causes of poverty, building bridges between 
the private sector and non-profits to provide 
educational and work opportunities to every-
one. He would challenge us to put the fate of 
our brothers and sisters ahead of property and 
profit, to invest in people and ideas, not guns 
and violence. 

On April 4, 1967, a year to the date of his 
death, Dr. King addressed the Clergy and 
Laity Concerned at Riverside Church in New 
York City, condemning the Vietnam war and 
urging his fellow citizens to break their silence. 
His message echoes the plight that we face 
today in Iraq; his words, etched in history, 
serve as a guide that we must heed. 

Dr. King stated that ‘‘. . . Somehow this 
madness must cease. We must stop now. I 
speak as a child of God and brother to the 
suffering poor of Vietnam. I speak for those 
whose land is being laid waste, whose homes 
are being destroyed, whose culture is being 
subverted. I speak for the poor of America 
who are paying the double price of smashed 
hopes at home and death and corruption in 
Vietnam. I speak as a citizen of the world, for 
the world as it stands aghast at the path we 
have taken. I speak as an American to the 
leaders of my own nation. The great initiative 
in this war is ours. The initiative to stop it must 
be ours.’’ 

One need only substitute the word Vietnam 
with Iraq to recognize the analogous gravity 
that our Nation is engaged in. We must em-
brace Dr. King’s legacy to achieve equality for 
the poor and to promote peace. 

The invasion of Iraq has led the poor in our 
country to bear the brunt of military responsi-
bility, while the children of government officials 

and the wealthy make no sacrifice. Dr. King’s 
remarks serve as a mirror to this country’s un-
willingness for all to make a sacrifice in en-
gaging in war. He said ‘‘perhaps the more 
tragic recognition of reality took place when it 
became clear to me that the war was doing far 
more than devastating the hopes of the poor 
at home. It was sending their sons and their 
brothers and their husbands to fight and to die 
in extraordinarily high proportions relative to 
the rest of the population. We were taking the 
black young men who had been crippled by 
our society and sending them eight thousand 
miles away to guarantee liberties in Southeast 
Asia which they had not found in southwest 
Georgia and East Harlem.’’ 

We must take this day to get our national 
priorities back in order. We must recognize 
our obligation to the citizens of this country, 
and our responsibility to promote peace 
around the world. 

Now is the time to grab a comfortable pair 
of shoes for a new journey of activism. If we 
truly want to honor our king, we must renew 
our commitment to the world congregation that 
he loved. To follow footsteps as large as his 
is definitely difficult, but not beyond our hearts 
and minds. The task may well prove to be 
easier if more of us can take them together. 

I want to especially thank the Baptist Min-
isters Conference, the National Action Net-
work, and the 16th Council District’s Annual 
MLK Memorial for allowing me to honor the 
life of Dr. King with them, and to follow in his 
footsteps. 

f 

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
PRICE NEGOTIATION ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 12, 2007 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support for our Nation’s seniors. In 
2003 this body passed historic legislation that 
provided America’s senior citizens with a true 
prescription drug benefit under Medicare Part 
D. I was pleased to vote for this bill. Since en-
actment, this program has been extremely 
successful. More than 38 million Medicare 
beneficiaries now have drug coverage, either 
through Medicare or another source. This rep-
resents about 90 percent of all Medicare 
beneficiaries. 

We have been able to provide seniors with 
low cost, life saving medicines. In fact, the 
program has been so successful in encour-
aging private sectors to compete for enroll-
ment, that the cost to seniors is much lower 
than anticipated. In fact, seniors are saving, 
on average, $1,200 a year on prescription 
drugs. And the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid (CMS) reports that prices are continuing 
to decrease, due to this competition in the pri-
vate sector. The ‘bids’ by the prescription drug 
plans are 10 percent lower, on average, in 
2007 than 2006. At the same time, Part D re-
cipients saw a 13 percent increase in the 
number of medications available. 

I strongly support the Republican motion to 
recommit which will ensure that the progress 
of the past several years continues. I will vote 
for the proposal to assure continued access to 
covered Part D drugs and pharmacy networks, 
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