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world’s top 10 most threatened rivers, and the 
Santa Fe River was listed as the Nation’s 
Most Endangered River this year by American 
Rivers. Research and conservation along 
these rivers will positively impact New Mexi-
cans and the greater southwest region. 

This bill will provide New Mexico with infor-
mation and resources that will enable the state 
to sustainably manage and conserve its pre-
cious water resources. By facilitating com-
prehensive surface and groundwater studies, 
this bill will allow New Mexicans to make 
sound decisions on water resource manage-
ment that will impact the entire southwestern 
United States. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill is an important step to-
wards sustainable water management in New 
Mexico and the Southwest. A comprehensive 
approach to hydrologic resource management 
is necessary to confront the challenges of 
New Mexico’s growing communities and pre-
carious fluctuations in climate. This bill pro-
vides New Mexico with the tools needed to 
meet these challenges in a sustainable man-
ner, and I urge its passage. 
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ENCOURAGE COMMUNITY SAFETY 
THROUGH RECIDIVISM PREVEN-
TION 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to submit for the record an Op-Ed published in 
the New York Times, on July 2, 2007, entitled, 
‘‘A Much-Needed Second Chance.’’ The edi-
torial highlights the efforts taken by Texas and 
Kansas to address reintegration of former in-
mates into their communities, as well as the 
lack of a federal initiative to address the chal-
lenges communities face because they do not 
have the social service networks that are nec-
essary for this kind of work. Unfortunately, the 
current system of corrections seems far more 
focused on punishment than rehabilitation, an 
approach that exacerbates crime rather than 
reducing it. 

One-third of all correction departments pro-
vide no services to released offenders, and 
most departments do not offer a transitional 
program, placing a heavy burden on families 
and communities. 

Most men and women released face tre-
mendous obstacles as they try to reenter soci-
ety successfully, encountering imposing im-
pediments to attaining gainful employment, 
overcoming drug addictions, gaining custody 
of their children, or finding affordable housing. 
In fact, two-thirds of those released will be ar-
rested within three years of leaving prison. 

These men and women deserve a second 
chance. Their families, spouses and children, 
deserve a second chance and their commu-
nities deserve a second chance. A second 
chance means an opportunity to turn a life 
around; a chance to break the grip of a drug 
habit; a chance to support a family; a chance 
to make positive contributions to society; and 
a chance to be self-sufficient. 

I strongly urge you to join me and the other 
91 members of Congress in encouraging com-
munity safety through recidivism prevention by 
cosponsoring H.R. 1593, the Second Chance 
Act of 2007. 

[From the New York Times, July 2, 2007] 
A MUCH-NEEDED SECOND CHANCE 

The United States now has more than two 
million people behind bars, a number that 
has been rising steadily for decades. But 
state lawmakers who once would have 
rushed to build new prisons have begun to 
see that prison-building is not the best or 
most cost-effective way to fight crime or 
protect the public’s safety. 

Several states have instead begun to focus 
on developing community-based programs 
that deal with low-level, nonviolent offend-
ers without locking them up. And they have 
begun to look at ways to control recidivism 
with programs that help newly released peo-
ple find jobs, housing, drug treatment and 
mental health care—essential services if 
they are to live viable lives in a society that 
has historically shunned them. 

Texas and Kansas have recently made im-
portant strides in this area. But corrections 
policy nationally would evolve much faster 
if Washington put its shoulder to the wheel. 
Congress needs to pass the Second Chance 
Act, which would provide grants, guidance 
and assistance to states and localities that 
are developing programs to reintegrate 
former inmates into their communities. 

The states have made a good start, thanks 
in part to the efforts of the Council of State 
Governments and its prison policy arm, the 
Justice Center. The center’s analysis of cor-
rections patterns has led to sweeping 
changes in Texas, where the Legislature was 
facing a projected upsurge in the prison pop-
ulation and a projected outlay of more than 
a billion dollars to build several new prisons. 

The surge in Texas was not being driven by 
crime, which had risen only slightly, but by 
a breakdown in the parole and probation sys-
tems, which were unable to process and su-
pervise the necessary numbers of released 
prisoners. Mental health and drug treatment 
services were also lacking. By expanding 
those services, along with other community- 
based programs, the Legislature projects 
that it could potentially avoid the need for 
any new prisons. 

A similar solution was found in Kansas, 
where about 65 percent of the state’s admis-
sions to prison were traced to technical vio-
lations of probation or parole, often by peo-
ple with drug addictions or mental illnesses. 
The Legislature has expanded drug treat-
ment behind bars and created a grant pro-
gram that encourages localities to provide 
more effective supervision and services as a 
way of keeping recently released people 
away from crime and out of prison. 

The social service networks that are nec-
essary for this kind of work are virtually 
nonexistent in most communities. To put 
those networks together, the states need to 
require that disparate parts of the govern-
ment apparatus work together in ways that 
were unheard of in the past. 

It is encouraging that state officials are 
willing to break out of the old patterns. But 
they need help. The Second Chance Act 
would bolster the re-entry movement with 
money, training, technical assistance—and 
the federal stamp of approval. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF SERGEANT 
BRUCE HORNER 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of SGT Bruce Horner, 
United States Army, and to celebrate his serv-
ice to our country. 

Sergeant Horner served in the United States 
Army for 18 years. His dedication and leader-
ship skills made him an invaluable member of 
the 127th Military Police Academy out of 
Fliegerhorst, Germany. He was killed on June 
1, 2007, in Baghdad, while serving his first 
tour in Iraq. He fulfilled his duty with honor 
and distinction. 

Sergeant Horner had a strong relationship 
with his church and with God. His faith played 
an important part in his life and guided him. It 
is my sincere hope that the Horner family is 
strengthened by the strong faith that sustained 
him in life. He leaves behind his wife, Erin, 
and mother and father, who reside in Cleve-
land, Ohio. Everyone Sergeant Horner 
touched will be forever changed because of 
his influence. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring SGT Bruce Horner for his 
service in the defense of the nation. May his 
dedication to country, faith and family serve as 
a model for us all. 
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RECOGNIZING DAVID M. CROWE 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize David M. Crowe, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 395, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

David has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
years David has been involved with scouting, 
he has not only earned numerous merit 
badges, but also the respect of his family, 
peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending David M. Crowe for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO BEYOND HOUSING 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE 
PAGEDALE COMMUNITY ASSO-
CIATION 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, I am honored 
to rise today in celebration of the efforts and 
improvements achieved by the Pagedale 
Community Association in association with Be-
yond Housing in the city of Pagedale. 

Since 1980, Beyond Housing has assisted 
many St. Louisans in the 1st Congressional 
district. Beyond Housing has sought to provide 
affordable housing, propagate home owner-
ship, and help low-economic families achieve 
stability. Beyond Housing has used their his-
tory of beneficial rehabilitation for St. Louis 
citizens to support the PCA and re-building ef-
forts in the city of Pagedale. 
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The newly created Pagedale Community 

Association (PCA) has made many fruitful, 
laudable efforts over a small period of time. 
The PCA has assisted Beyond Housing in pro-
viding some 100+ homes for the residents of 
the 1st Congressional district of Missouri in 
Pagedale. Along with providing homes, the 
PCA has established a community center with 
multiple functions that each assist in commu-
nity growth. 

I am thrilled with the progress that has been 
made in Pagedale and excited for the years 
and further progression to come. The initiative 
taken by the residents of Pagedale is admi-
rable and the economic development, incred-
ible. Along with commending Beyond Housing 
and the PCA, I would like to thank St. Louis 
County for their financial interest in the 
projects in Pagedale. I am happy to see Mis-
souri residents coming together to help one 
another. 

I truly extend my gratitude and support to 
the Pagedale Community Association and Be-
yond Housing in St. Louis, Missouri. It is my 
pleasure to commend them on their excellent 
work in my district and beyond. I hope their 
progress continues. 

f 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF 
GREAT MUSIC STAX RECORDS 
COSPONSOR H. RES. 154 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor Stax Records for its contributions to 
American culture as one of the oldest record-
ing labels. For 50 years, Stax Records has 
been providing great music and recordings of 
blues, soul, and R&B. 

Originally created as Satellite Records in 
1957 in Memphis, Tennessee and changing its 
name in 1967, Stax Records has released al-
bums from artists like Otis Redding, Richard 
Pryor, Isaac Hayes, and Angie Stone. Found-
ed by Jim Stewart and Estelle Axton, the label 
had undergone a series of stages. It was sold 
to a Gulf and Western firm, but was forced to 
declared bankruptcy. It was later purchased by 
Concord Records, which was sold to Fantasy 
Records in 2004. 

Revered as producing the 1st multiracial 
bands, the record label continues to make its 
presence known for over half century. Stax 
Records released its new album on March 27, 
2007, titled Interpretations: Celebrating The 
Music of Earth Wind and Fire. 

I urge my colleagues to please join me in 
cosponsoring H. Res. 154, and praising Stax 
Records for the courage that it has displayed 
and for 50 years of great music. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF TRANSI-
TIONAL HOUSING INCORPORATED 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Transitional Housing Incor-
porated for more than 20 years of dedicated 

service to the homeless women in the Cleve-
land area. 

Transitional Housing Incorporated was 
formed in 1986 by three nuns who had been 
working in Cleveland’s homeless shelters. 
Today, it provides a variety of programs based 
on personal development plans reflecting each 
individual’s need and unique potential for a 
better life. 

The committed employees of Transitional 
House Incorporated have reached out to more 
than 1,400 women in Cleveland, providing 
them with a safe environment and services 
such as education and training, in order to 
help them gain self-sufficiency and independ-
ence. 

Transitional Housing is a shining example of 
what a community can accomplish when we 
all offer a hand to help our fellow citizens in 
need. Their care and dedication is a testament 
to the ethic of solidarity that holds our commu-
nity together. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring Transitional Housing Incor-
porated for their outstanding efforts to end the 
cycle of homelessness for many women in the 
Cleveland area, and for giving hope to those 
in need. 
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CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL 
OF THE YMCA OF THE ROCKIES 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate and commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the YMCA of the Rockies 
Association. The YMCA of the Rockies, a non-
profit organization, began in Colorado in 1907. 
It was organized as a national training center 
for the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Since its foundation, the YMCA of the Rockies 
has grown into the largest two YMCA con-
ference and family centers in the world—at the 
Estes Park Center adjacent to Rocky Moun-
tain National Park, and at Snow Mountain 
Ranch between Winter Park and Granby, Col-
orado. It also runs a traditional summer resi-
dential youth camp at Camp Chief Ouray, lo-
cated at Snow Mountain Ranch. 

YMCA of the Rockies serves conferences, 
family reunions, retreats, recreational and edu-
cational groups, families, individuals, and 
youth by providing lodging, meeting space, 
dining, programming and recreation. 

Estes Park Center has 860 acres and can 
accommodate 3,500 people in its 7 lodges 
and 206 family cabins. Snow Mountain Ranch 
has over 5,000 acres with a Nordic Center 
and can accommodate 2,500 people in its 4 
lodges and 60 family cabins. Over 900 full- 
time and seasonal staff members work each 
year at both centers. They include senior retir-
ees, college students and international stu-
dents participating in a hospitalities services 
certification program. 

As noted on their website, the Mission of 
the YMCA of the Rockies, 

‘‘[P]uts Christian Principles into Practice 
through programs, staff and facilities in an 
environment that builds healthy spirit, mind 
and body for all. We will accomplish this by 
serving conferences of a religious, edu-
cational, or recreational nature; providing 

unifying experiences for families; offering 
traditional summer camping experiences for 
boys and girls; and serving our staff with 
leadership opportunities and productive 
work experiences. Our core values are: Car-
ing, Honesty, Respect, Responsibility and 
Faith.’’ 

As a result of putting the values expressed 
in this mission statement into practice, the 
YMCA of the Rockies annually brings more 
than 250,000 visitors to its two centers, serves 
more than 800 family reunions, educates more 
than 19,000 students in outdoor education 
programs, and continues to be major employer 
in Grand and Larimer counties of Colorado. 
The YMCA of the Rockies hires seasonal staff 
from more than 20 countries to help expose 
their guests to many cultures, has a member-
ship base of 3,500, raises more than $350,000 
in annual campaigns, and have over 100 staff 
members who donate money to the YMCA 
Staff For Kids program. 

The YMCA of the Rockies does an out-
standing job of exposing kids and adults to the 
splendor of nature and the values that come 
from collective outdoor experiences. But it is 
not just about learning and growing both intel-
lectually and spiritually. It is also about fun. 
The YMCA of the Rockies’ camps provide 
nearly every outdoor recreational opportunity 
that Colorado has to offer from skiing, camp-
ing, horseback riding, hiking, fishing, swim-
ming, rock climbing, rafting, canoeing, archery, 
golf, ice skating, snowshoeing, sledding, and 
arts and crafts. It’s an opportunity for kids, 
families and adults to experience these activi-
ties in a safe and nurturing environment. 

In addition, the YMCA of the Rockies has 
been an important facility for the surrounding 
communities and others who share their Mis-
sion. Officials at the YMCA of the Rockies 
have opened up their facilities for use by other 
organizations such as Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park, the Colorado Mountain Club, the 
National Wildlife Association and the Sierra 
Club. At Snow Mountain Ranch, officials are 
pursuing the protection of many acres through 
conservation easements, ensuring that the 
outdoor splendor can be enjoyed by future 
generations. They have also worked to reduce 
the threat of wildfire and bark beetles by 
thinning dense stands of trees on their prop-
erty, thus providing an example to their neigh-
bors on creating defensible space and helping 
to reduce fire risks to surrounding commu-
nities and properties. 

Colorado Governor Bill Ritter declared July 
19, 2007 as the official recognition of the 
YMCA of the Rockies Centennial. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing this cen-
tennial and all of the great things that the 
YMCA of the Rockies does to enhance the 
quality of life for all Americans and visitors 
from throughout the world. 

f 

PRAISING AMBASSADOR MICHAEL 
KING’S COMMITMENT TO THE 
ENVIRONMENT IN THE CARIB-
BEAN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to praise His Excellency Michael I. King, Am-
bassador of Barbados to the United States, for 
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