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Dr Ralph Gonsalves, St. Vincent’s Prime
Minister, who until yesterday was chairman
of CARICOM and is being succeeded by Bar-
bados’ Prime Minister Owen Arthur, first
disclosed plans for Spellings’ visit at the be-
hest of President Bush.

Dr. Gonsalves, a former political science
lecturer at the Cave Hill campus of the Uni-
versity of the West Indies before studying
law and entering active politics in his home-
land, said that the President indicated to the
Caribbean Prime Ministers and President
that the Education Secretary would go to
the region to meet with government officials
and educators.

‘“We welcome any opportunity to work
with the United States to expand our edu-
cational institutions. The President told us
that the Secretary of Education, a member
of his cabinet is eager to visit the Caribbean
to meet with us,’”” he said.

Spellings, a key architect of President
Bush’s ‘“No Child Left Behind” education
program, is expected to pay considerable at-
tention to the Caribbean’s efforts to boost
tertiary level educational opportunities and
to link universities and colleges at the re-
gional and national levels, including the Uni-
versity of the West Indies (UWI), the Univer-
sities of Guyana, Suriname Jamaica and
Trinidad and Tobago and other colleges in
the Bahamas, Barbados and the OECS.

“The linking of the colleges and the uni-
versity is something we consider to be very
important,” said Gonsalves.

Barbados’ Foreign Minister, Dame Billie
Miller, who confirmed the proposed Spellings
visit, described it as a natural follow-up to
the extensive discussions about education at
the summit.

““All sides agreed it was the most impor-
tant thing, education and training,” she
said. ‘“‘Indeed, it was pointed out to Presi-
dent Bush that in some areas we in the re-
gion are the donor community.”’

Specifically, 60 per cent of the doctors
trained at the University of the West Indies
end up working in the United States.

“This was part of a discussion with the
President, the Ways and Means and the For-
eign Affairs Committees of the House of Rep-
resentatives as to why so many Caribbean
students were now choosing to go to Cuba for
training because it was at a fraction of the
cost of training in the United States,” she
pointed out.

As a matter of fact, Guyana’s President
Bharrat Jagdeo went to great lengths to ex-
plain that training provided by Cuba to West
Indian students was to ‘‘offset the brain
drain” from the Caribbean to the United
States.

“In that respect, we are the donor rather
than the donee committee. It was generally
discussed that technology transfer was real-
ly very important and we had to do a lot
more work at the post secondary and ter-
tiary education stages.

The heads spoke of the vision in this re-
gion among the universities, not only the
University of the West Indies in Jamaica,
Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados but the
Universities in Guyana, Suriname, Jamaica
and now the University of Trinidad and To-
bago and soon to be the University College of
Barbados and another independent univer-
sity in Jamaica as well.

“It was felt that we had to have a far
greater interface in the region because gone
are the days when most of our graduates
doing post graduate work would go to Eu-
rope,”’ she added.

The dates and the itinerary for Spellings’
visit have not yet been worked out. Dr.
Gonsalves said his country was the bene-
ficiary of scores of scholarships offered by
Cuba, Venezuela, Mexico, China and Malay-
sia.
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RECOGNIZING NICHOLAS A.
DELURY FOR ACHIEVING THE
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Nicholas A. Delury, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 395, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Nicholas has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
Over the years Nicholas has been involved
with scouting, he has not only earned numer-
ous merit badges, but also the respect of his
family, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Nicholas A. Delury for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

—————

TRIBUTE TO FALLEN HERO KORY
WIENS

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Ms. HOOLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
with the solemn duty of memorializing the
passing of an American Hero.

Corporal Kory D. Wiens and his canine part-
ner Cooper were killed while on patrol in Mu-
hammad Sath, Iraq.

Some of us remember the news reports
about Kory and his companion; it was a heart-
warming story of a special bond between a
young man and very special retriever. Once
introduced to each other at Lackland, they
were never far apart.

Even in death, Kory and Cooper remain a
team. Together they gave their last full meas-
ure of devotion performing their duty—together
they earned the peace of knowing they lived
a good, meaningful life.

Today, Kory lives on in our memories.

Sadly he is not the first—and will not be the
last—to fall in this war.

However, we cannot allow the mounting
enormity of loss diminish the sacrifice—the life
and loss—of Kory or those that follow.

Colleagues, | ask you to put down pen and
paper; pause for a moment and reflect upon
our circumstance.

Take this moment: honor the service of Kory
Wiens—mourn his passing—and accept the
gift of life and liberty he freely gave.

Kory Wiens was born and raised in the Wil-
lamette Valley of Oregon.

He was a cub scout, a wrestler, and a quar-
terback at West Albany High School. Kory was
an all-American: a young man that believed
our Nation was worthy of its promise; a patriot
that lived a life of standing up for those that
could not stand on their own.

Kory and his brother Kevin, who is still serv-
ing in Irag, exemplified the kind of courage
that made our Nation, State, and community
the home of the brave, and land of the free.
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Today, we know that Corporal Wiens’ law
enforcement career will not extend beyond his
service in the Army.

We know that the “Brotherhood of Wiens” is
now one member smaller, but that Kory,
Kevin, and Kyle will never again fully celebrate
their special bond.

And we know that we as a people—that we
as a Nation—will never be what it could have
been without him.

Kory wanted to serve his community. His life
can serve as a lesson for us all, if we choose
to embrace its meaning and we choose to
honor his legacy.

What if we all took our responsibilities as
seriously?

What if we worked at being selfless more,
selfish less?

What if we helped each other realize the
promise of our ideals and cooperated with
each other to make America the kind of place
worthy of young men like Kory Wiens?

We have that choice.

Together we can use the life and legacy of
Kory Wiens to rekindle the spirit of our Amer-
ica.

Together we can keep the spirit of Kory
Wiens—and all those like him—alive through a
daily commitment to make this place better
than we find it.

And together we can work for a time when
peace replaces war, when service and sac-
rifice are celebrated without loss.

Let us commit ourselves anew to earning
the gifts given.

———

NEW MEXICO WATER PLANNING
ASSISTANCE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 10, 2007

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of H.R. 1904, the New
Mexico Water Planning Assistance Act. |
would like to thank my colleague from New
Mexico for her work on this legislation and on
the issue. It is an extremely important issue to
us in New Mexico, and throughout the South-
west.

Like other states in the arid west, New Mex-
ico suffers from water scarcity. Drought often
impacts municipal water supply, agricultural
water supply, and increases volatility in high
fire-risk areas. Economies and ecologies alike
are threatened when scarce water resources
are not properly managed. Ensuring careful
management of this precious resource is a top
priority in communities throughout New Mex-
ico. This bill would allow New Mexico commu-
nities to unite under statewide water plans,
formulated from comprehensive statewide re-
search and quantification of water resources.

Through grants and technical assistance
from the Bureau of Reclamation and the U.S.
Geological Survey, this bill authorizes funding
for resource mapping and studies assessing
the quality and quantity of both surface and
groundwater throughout the state. The bill fur-
ther allocates funds to develop models for
several of the state’s rivers, many of which are
threatened by overuse and excessive im-
poundment. This year, the Rio Grande was in-
cluded in the World Wildlife Fund’s list of the
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world’s top 10 most threatened rivers, and the
Santa Fe River was listed as the Nation’s
Most Endangered River this year by American
Rivers. Research and conservation along
these rivers will positively impact New Mexi-
cans and the greater southwest region.

This bill will provide New Mexico with infor-
mation and resources that will enable the state
to sustainably manage and conserve its pre-
cious water resources. By facilitating com-
prehensive surface and groundwater studies,
this bill will allow New Mexicans to make
sound decisions on water resource manage-
ment that will impact the entire southwestern
United States.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is an important step to-
wards sustainable water management in New
Mexico and the Southwest. A comprehensive
approach to hydrologic resource management
is necessary to confront the challenges of
New Mexico’s growing communities and pre-
carious fluctuations in climate. This bill pro-
vides New Mexico with the tools needed to
meet these challenges in a sustainable man-
ner, and | urge its passage.

————

ENCOURAGE COMMUNITY SAFETY
THROUGH RECIDIVISM PREVEN-
TION

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to submit for the record an Op-Ed published in
the New York Times, on July 2, 2007, entitled,
“A Much-Needed Second Chance.” The edi-
torial highlights the efforts taken by Texas and
Kansas to address reintegration of former in-
mates into their communities, as well as the
lack of a federal initiative to address the chal-
lenges communities face because they do not
have the social service networks that are nec-
essary for this kind of work. Unfortunately, the
current system of corrections seems far more
focused on punishment than rehabilitation, an
approach that exacerbates crime rather than
reducing it.

One-third of all correction departments pro-
vide no services to released offenders, and
most departments do not offer a transitional
program, placing a heavy burden on families
and communities.

Most men and women released face tre-
mendous obstacles as they try to reenter soci-
ety successfully, encountering imposing im-
pediments to attaining gainful employment,
overcoming drug addictions, gaining custody
of their children, or finding affordable housing.
In fact, two-thirds of those released will be ar-
rested within three years of leaving prison.

These men and women deserve a second
chance. Their families, spouses and children,
deserve a second chance and their commu-
nities deserve a second chance. A second
chance means an opportunity to turn a life
around; a chance to break the grip of a drug
habit; a chance to support a family; a chance
to make positive contributions to society; and
a chance to be self-sufficient.

| strongly urge you to join me and the other
91 members of Congress in encouraging com-
munity safety through recidivism prevention by
cosponsoring H.R. 1593, the Second Chance
Act of 2007.
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[From the New York Times, July 2, 2007]
A MUCH-NEEDED SECOND CHANCE

The United States now has more than two
million people behind bars, a number that
has been rising steadily for decades. But
state lawmakers who once would have
rushed to build new prisons have begun to
see that prison-building is not the best or
most cost-effective way to fight crime or
protect the public’s safety.

Several states have instead begun to focus
on developing community-based programs
that deal with low-level, nonviolent offend-
ers without locking them up. And they have
begun to look at ways to control recidivism
with programs that help newly released peo-
ple find jobs, housing, drug treatment and
mental health care—essential services if
they are to live viable lives in a society that
has historically shunned them.

Texas and Kansas have recently made im-
portant strides in this area. But corrections
policy nationally would evolve much faster
if Washington put its shoulder to the wheel.
Congress needs to pass the Second Chance
Act, which would provide grants, guidance
and assistance to states and localities that
are developing programs to reintegrate
former inmates into their communities.

The states have made a good start, thanks
in part to the efforts of the Council of State
Governments and its prison policy arm, the
Justice Center. The center’s analysis of cor-
rections patterns has led to sweeping
changes in Texas, where the Legislature was
facing a projected upsurge in the prison pop-
ulation and a projected outlay of more than
a billion dollars to build several new prisons.

The surge in Texas was not being driven by
crime, which had risen only slightly, but by
a breakdown in the parole and probation sys-
tems, which were unable to process and su-
pervise the necessary numbers of released
prisoners. Mental health and drug treatment
services were also lacking. By expanding
those services, along with other community-
based programs, the Legislature projects
that it could potentially avoid the need for
any new prisons.

A similar solution was found in Kansas,
where about 65 percent of the state’s admis-
sions to prison were traced to technical vio-
lations of probation or parole, often by peo-
ple with drug addictions or mental illnesses.
The Legislature has expanded drug treat-
ment behind bars and created a grant pro-
gram that encourages localities to provide
more effective supervision and services as a
way of Kkeeping recently released people
away from crime and out of prison.

The social service networks that are nec-
essary for this kind of work are virtually
nonexistent in most communities. To put
those networks together, the states need to
require that disparate parts of the govern-
ment apparatus work together in ways that
were unheard of in the past.

It is encouraging that state officials are
willing to break out of the old patterns. But
they need help. The Second Chance Act
would bolster the re-entry movement with
money, training, technical assistance—and
the federal stamp of approval.

——————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SERGEANT
BRUCE HORNER

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in remembrance of SGT Bruce Horner,
United States Army, and to celebrate his serv-
ice to our country.

July 13, 2007

Sergeant Horner served in the United States
Army for 18 years. His dedication and leader-
ship skills made him an invaluable member of
the 127th Military Police Academy out of
Fliegerhorst, Germany. He was killed on June
1, 2007, in Baghdad, while serving his first
tour in Iraq. He fulfilled his duty with honor
and distinction.

Sergeant Horner had a strong relationship
with his church and with God. His faith played
an important part in his life and guided him. It
is my sincere hope that the Horner family is
strengthened by the strong faith that sustained
him in life. He leaves behind his wife, Erin,
and mother and father, who reside in Cleve-
land, Ohio. Everyone Sergeant Horner
touched will be forever changed because of
his influence.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honoring SGT Bruce Horner for his
service in the defense of the nation. May his
dedication to country, faith and family serve as
a model for us all.

RECOGNIZING DAVID M. CROWE
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize David M. Crowe, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 395, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

David has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years David has been involved with scouting,
he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending David M. Crowe for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

A TRIBUTE TO BEYOND HOUSING
IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE
PAGEDALE COMMUNITY ASSO-
CIATION

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2007

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, | am honored
to rise today in celebration of the efforts and
improvements achieved by the Pagedale
Community Association in association with Be-
yond Housing in the city of Pagedale.

Since 1980, Beyond Housing has assisted
many St. Louisans in the 1st Congressional
district. Beyond Housing has sought to provide
affordable housing, propagate home owner-
ship, and help low-economic families achieve
stability. Beyond Housing has used their his-
tory of beneficial rehabilitation for St. Louis
citizens to support the PCA and re-building ef-
forts in the city of Pagedale.
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