
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1446 June 28, 2007 
its gangs and its large number of dropouts. 
‘‘The classes were jokes,’’ Ronnie said. 
‘‘You’d go to class—it’s everybody playing 
around, yelling, screaming, doing whatever 
they want, so if I’m not learning, I might as 
well just do what everybody else is doing.’’ 
Everybody else was cutting, he said. A friend 
told him he’d be marked present if he at-
tended just the first three periods of every 
day, so that’s what he did. His mom arranged 
a meeting with a counselor to try to set Ron-
nie straight, but the meeting was chaotic, 
she said. ‘‘I understand they’re short-staffed 
but. . . it wasn’t a priority to have Ronnie 
motivated or to have him do better.’’ 

When he returned to school in September 
2004, after being held back in ninth grade, 
Ronnie buckled down. ‘‘For that month, I 
was doing everything I needed to do,’’ he 
said. But he had a poor academic foundation 
from middle school and began failing tests. 
‘‘I’m thinking in my head: ‘Why am I doing 
all this work if I’m not going to pass?’ ’’ 
That’s when he gave up and joined a gang, he 
said, first a local school gang, then the Latin 
Kings. 

His mother tried to get him a transfer to 
another school after he was chased one day 
by rival gang members with knives, but 
when that didn’t work, she pulled him out of 
school. ‘‘I didn’t want my son to end up get-
ting stabbed or hurt or even killed,’’ she 
said. Since then, he’s tried two GED pro-
grams, but neither has been a good fit. He 
plans to try again next year so he can join 
the Army. ‘‘It’s sad, because it’s not what I 
want for him,’’ his mom said. ‘‘I know col-
lege is not for everyone, but I thought he’d 
at least get a diploma.’’ Brandeis Principal 
Eloise Messineo did not return calls seeking 
comment. 

Lance, the class clown of his kindergarten, 
had strong elementary-school grades that 
got him into the well-regarded Frederick 
Douglass Academy in sixth grade. ‘‘He was a 
little pain in the neck,’’ Principal Gregory 
Hodge said of Lance. ‘‘I think I met with his 
mother 10 to 15 times, on the low side.’’ But 
Lance was bright, his teachers encouraged 
him and he looked forward to coming to 
school. He came every day, sometimes on 
Saturday, even after he got into trouble with 
police, he said. Juvenile records aren’t pub-
lic, but Lance says he was charged twice as 
a juvenile, once for stealing a woman’s purse 
and once for picking a fight with a stranger 
on the street. 

He was also arrested as an adult when he 
was 16. Those records have been sealed, but 
he said he was charged with a hate-crime as-
sault that he wasn’t involved in. The charges 
against him were dropped, but not until he’d 
spent a week locked up at Rikers Island, he 
said. It was one of the only weeks of school 
he’s missed. ‘‘Actually, I think it was good 
for me,’’ Lance said. ‘‘It clicked in my brain 
and made me want to do better, like, ‘Oh, no, 
you can’t do this. You’ve got to do better for 
yourself if you don’t want to be in and out of 
jail. It’s not fun.’ ’’ 

The juvenile court assigned him to a pro-
gram called Esperanza that paired him with 
a caring mentor three times a week for six 
months. The mentor, Laurence Fernandez, 
was the father figure Lance needed. Lance 
also had a guidance counselor who stepped in 
and teachers who cheered him on. But in the 
end, he did the hard work. He’s bound for 
college in the fall and hopes to become a 
lawyer or a doctor. ‘‘I want to do better than 
to just sit at home, working a regular job,’’ 
he said. ‘‘I want to do better for myself. I 
know I can do anything.’’ 

INTRODUCING A BILL TO 
REAUTHORIZE THE FAA 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2007 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, today 
Chairman OBERSTAR, Mr. MICA, Mr. PETRI and 
I have introduced a bill to reauthorize the pro-
grams within the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA)—The FAA Reauthorization Act of 
2007. 

This legislation keeps our aviation system 
moving forward so that we can increase ca-
pacity and safety, modernize our air traffic 
control system, and continue to reduce energy 
consumption and improve our environment. 

I have said time and again that I believe our 
Next Generation system can be absorbed by 
the existing FAA financing structure with a 
General Fund contribution that is consistent 
with, or even smaller than, recent General 
Fund contributions. That is what we have 
done here. 

We are recommending to the House Ways 
& Means Committee that the general aviation 
jet fuel tax rate be adjusted for inflation from 
21.8 cents per gallon to 30.7 cents per gallon, 
and that the aviation gasoline tax rate be in-
creased from 19.3 cents per gallon to 24.1 
cents per gallon. The forecasted growth of 
Trust Fund revenues, coupled with additional 
revenue from the recommended general avia-
tion fuel tax rate adjusted for inflation, will be 
sufficient to provide for the historic capital 
funding levels required to modernize the ATC 
system, as well as to stabilize and strengthen 
the Trust Fund. 

In addition to providing generous funding 
levels, aviation safety is extremely important 
and as a result, we have numerous initiatives 
and policies to make our system the safest it 
can be. 

In particular, I want to highlight two issues 
that were recently raised in our NTSB Most 
Wanted hearing and are being addressed in 
this legislation. First, we are requiring the FAA 
to issue a final rule regarding the reduction of 
fuel tank flammability in aircraft no later than 
December 31, 2007. Second, we authorize 
$42 million for runway incursion reduction pro-
grams between FY08 and FY11. We also re-
quire the FAA to submit a report to Congress 
containing a plan for the installation and de-
ployment of systems to alert controllers and 
flight crews to potential runway incursions and 
provide funding for runway status light acquisi-
tion and installation between FY08 and FY11. 

Here at home and across the globe, more is 
being done to reduce energy consumption and 
emissions. Energy and its consumption are 
extremely important to our economy—we need 
it to drive a car; fly a plane; produce goods; 
and heat and light our homes and offices. We 
do, however, need to be responsible and 
aware of the environmental impacts of our en-
ergy use. 

Within aviation, aircraft fuel efficiency has 
increased at roughly 1 percent per year, and 
research continues in engine efficiency, air-
frame aerodynamics, and the use of lighter 
materials, like composites currently used on 
the Boeing 787. Changes in a variety of other 
factors, such as operating procedures, aircraft 
routing, and load factors, can also have signifi-
cant impacts on emissions. 

Under this legislation, we establish new en-
vironmental provisions to help reduce emis-
sions and energy consumption. I will highlight 
just a few provisions: 

The CLEEN engine and airframe technology 
partnership which authorizes $111 million for 
cooperative agreements between the FAA and 
institutions or consortiums to research the de-
velopment, maturing and certification of lower 
energy, emissions and noise engine and air-
frame technology. 

Establishment of a pilot program that allows 
FAA to fund six projects at public-use airports 
that take laboratory proven environmental re-
search concepts and implement them at actual 
airports. Eligible projects could include re-
search that would measurably reduce or miti-
gate aviation impacts on noise, air or water 
quality. 

Establishment of high performance and sus-
tainable air traffic control facilities by imple-
menting environmentally-beneficial practices 
for new construction and major renovation of 
air traffic control facilities. This provision is 
modeled after what is currently being done at 
O’Hare International Airport. 

Finally, over the last eight months, pas-
sengers on our airlines have encountered 
delays and cancelled flights, resulting in 
lengthy tarmac delays. Voluntary efforts by the 
industry to improve airline service have come 
under strong criticism and I believe closer 
oversight of the aviation industry is needed. 
While I question a one-size-fits-all legislative 
approach to regulating consumer issues, 
changes must be made. During our April 2007 
hearing, we learned that airlines and airports 
do not have emergency contingency plans in 
place. 

I said then it should be a priority and that is 
why in this legislation, we require air carriers 
and large and medium hub airports to file 
emergency contingency plans with the Sec-
retary of Transportation for review and ap-
proval. These plans must detail how the air 
carrier will provide food, water, restroom facili-
ties, cabin ventilation, and medical treatment 
for passengers onboard an aircraft that is on 
the ground for an extended period of time 
without access to the terminal. The plans must 
also detail how facilities and gates will be 
shared. Fines will be imposed by DOT for any 
violations. Finally, the air carriers must update 
their plans every 3 years. The airports must 
update their plans every 5 years. 

Madam Speaker, this legislation is the cul-
mination of numerous hearings, indepth anal-
ysis, and a continued dialogue with the FAA, 
our colleagues, and stakeholders. These 
issues are important and difficult because our 
answers will determine our ability to continue 
to maintain the world’s safest aviation system. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2007 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I regret that I was unable to vote on Thursday 
and Friday, the 21st and 22nd of June. Had I 
been present, I would have voted: 

‘‘Aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 536, and amend-
ment to H.R. 2764 which would prohibit the 
use of funds for programs at the Western 
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Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation 
located at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

‘‘Aye’’ on final passage of H.R. 2764, Mak-
ing appropriations for the Department of State, 
foreign operations, and related programs for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008 
and ‘‘Aye’’ on final passage of H.R. 2771, 
Making appropriations for the Legislative 
Branch for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 2008. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WILLIAM 
STEARNS 

HON. BRAD ELLSWORTH 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2007 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the great efforts of one of 
my constituents, Mr. William Stearns. Mr. 
Stearns has gone to great lengths to promote 
a stronger sense of community in Greene 
County, Indiana, and his hard work provides 
us all a valuable resource. Mr. Stearns cre-
ated and maintains the website 
gogreenecounty.com, which provides wonder-
ful local information on a variety of topics. The 
website’s forum provides a convenient place 
for local Hoosiers to discuss a variety of 
issues, and the community links expand the 
resources that community members can ac-
cess from this one, convenient website. 

As great a service as this website is to the 
people of Greene County, Mr. Stearns’ work is 
all the more remarkable because he performs 
this great service despite being legally blind. 
When one considers the visual difficulties Mr. 
Stearns overcomes every day, the fact that he 
produces a valuable website for our commu-
nity is especially noteworthy. I commend Wil-
liam Stearns for his tremendous service to 
Greene County, Indiana. 

f 

HONORING MANUEL RODRIGUEZ 
OF LAKE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2007 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Mr. Manuel 
Rodriguez of Lake County for his years of 
dedicated public service on behalf of the citi-
zens of Lake County. He has ably worked in 
the Social Security Administration, assisting 
local residents in managing their benefits, and 
his work has been of great importance to 
many. 

Mr. Rodriguez was born in Los Angeles, 
and served 5 years in the United States Air 
Force before receiving an associate of arts de-
gree in history. He has worked for the Federal 
Government in the Social Security Administra-
tion for 28 years, during which time he has ex-
celled in a variety of roles. His work for Social 
Security has been marked by an exacting at-
tention to detail, and a commitment to ensur-
ing that when interruptions do occur to a citi-
zen’s benefits, the problem is corrected as ex-
peditiously as possible. His patience and work 
ethic have been of the utmost importance to 
many people who depend on his expertise to 
sustain their primary source of income. 

Beyond his work in the office, Mr. Rodriguez 
has been an active member of his community, 
lending his efforts to a number of local organi-
zations. He is a member of the Parish Council 
at the United Christian Parish in Lakeport, and 
has been a dedicated supporter of the many 
different programs this ministry offers. He has 
also been a longtime volunteer at the Lake 
County Passion Play. 

In his retirement, Mr. Rodriguez looks for-
ward to traveling with his wife Michele, and 
enjoying more time with his step-children, 
Grant and Terre Basham, who also live in 
Lakeport. He intends to return to school to ob-
tain a minister’s license. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, it is appro-
priate at this time that we recognize Mr. 
Manuel Rodriguez for his many years of serv-
ice at the Social Security Administration. He 
has been a dedicated public servant of the 
highest caliber, and he has done exemplary 
work on behalf of the citizens of Lake County. 
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HONORING LT. COL. TOM 
CASTRIOTA FOR HIS EXEM-
PLARY MILITARY SERVICE 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2007 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Tom 
Castriota, a marine who has served his coun-
try with honor and distinction for nearly 3 dec-
ades. Having retired from the Marines after 26 
years in service to his country, Mr. Castriota 
was so moved by the attack of September 11 
that he volunteered to re-enter active military 
service and join his fellow soldiers and help 
wage the Global War on Terror. 

Following his return to the Marines, Lt. Col. 
Castriota was first assigned to Tampa’s U.S. 
Central Command Post. Last October, he was 
notified that he was being called up for a six 
month stint in Iraq as part of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. While in Iraq, Lt. Col. Castriota 
served as part of the Multi-National Security 
Transition Command. His duties included help-
ing to coordinate the training of the Iraqi sol-
diers and police recruits, as well as a twice- 
weekly briefing that he gave to general David 
Petraeus on the progress of his training. 

When he is not serving his country as an 
active duty member of the Marines, Lt. Col. 
Castriota and his family own a Chevrolet deal-
ership in Hudson, Florida. working with his 
wife Anita, who is the daughter of a marine, 
and his 2 children Alex and Chrissy, Lt. Col. 
Castriota has built a second career helping 
area residents find the perfect car. True lead-
ers in the Pasco County community, the 
Castriota family has worked hard to give back 
to Hudson and help make their neighborhood 
a better place to live and work. 

Madam Speaker, it is military service mem-
bers like Lt. Col. Castriota that help make our 
military the finest fighting force in the world. 
This Congress congratulates Lt. Col. Castriota 
for his outstanding sense of volunteerism and 
thanks him for once again joining the battle for 
freedom around the world. His story should 
serve as an inspiration to every American and 
each Member of the House and Senate. 

HONORING THE NEW HAVEN COUN-
TY BAR ASSOCIATION AS THEY 
CELEBRATE THEIR CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2007 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it gives 
me great pleasure to rise today to join the 
community of my hometown, New Haven, 
Connecticut, as friends, colleagues, and com-
munity leaders gather to celebrate a remark-
able milestone—the 100th anniversary of the 
New Haven County Bar Association. Founded 
in the late 18th century and incorporated in 
1907, this organization serves as the profes-
sional association for judges, attorneys, and 
legal paraprofessionals throughout the greater 
New Haven area. 

As one can see from the historical exhibition 
currently on display at the New Haven Mu-
seum and Historical Society, the legal commu-
nity has long played a unique and integral role 
in the rich history of New Haven. From the 
earliest days of the colony and the Amistad 
case in the 1840s through the Black Panther 
trial in the 1970s and Connecticut v. Griswold 
in 1965, New Haven attorneys and judges 
have been at the center of legal decisions 
which have helped to define our Nation. Be-
yond those cases which garnered national at-
tention, the exhibit also reminds us of the 
many local lawyers who had a significant im-
pact on the character of our community. 
Theophilus Eaton wrote the laws of the New 
Haven Colony in the 1600s, Joseph Sheldon 
actively hired African-American law students in 
the 1880s and was influential in the develop-
ment of the American Red Cross, George 
Dudley Seymour who was known for his dedi-
cation to civic duty in the 1900s, and Mary 
Manchester in 1938 was the first woman to be 
named a law partner in Connecticut. 

Today, the New Haven County Bar Associa-
tion is more than simply a professional asso-
ciation. It supports its members in many ways, 
including continuing legal education programs, 
new attorney mentoring opportunities, annual 
social events and working to foster relations 
between its members and the courts. The Bar 
Association is also the sponsor of the New 
Haven County Lawyer Referral Service—a 
not-for-profit public service that, for more than 
50 years, has referred members of the public 
to private attorneys experienced in the appro-
priate field of law. The Bar Association also 
works closely with its charitable arm, the New 
Haven County Bar Foundation, Inc., which 
provides charitable outreach and educational 
programming. 

As members gather this evening in celebra-
tion of the New Haven County Bar Associa-
tion’s 100th anniversary, we pay tribute to the 
many invaluable contributions the legal minds 
of our community have made locally, state-
wide, and nationally—but most importantly for 
the countless hours of hard work they do 
every day for their clients. While New Haven 
certainly has had its share of compelling legal 
cases which have caught the public’s atten-
tion, more often than not, our lawyers, judges, 
and legal paraprofessionals are working on 
cases which—while they may not make na-
tional headlines—have a real impact on the 
lives of those they are representing. For the 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:12 Jun 29, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A28JN8.032 E28JNPT1cn
oe

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

60
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S

_C
N


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-15T20:44:21-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




