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funds can be used to fill in beneficiaries’ cov-
erage gap. Reducing the gap, known as the
doughnut hole, would lower those bene-
ficiaries’ out of pocket costs.

But this bill, while imperative and necessary,
is only the first step towards improving the
Medicare system.

Our seniors deserve a real comprehensive
prescription drug plan; one that will be simpler,
cheaper, more reliable, and with less “holes”
than the former devastating plan.

My fellow Democrats don’t merely have a
100-hour plan to fix the rising costs of pre-
scription drugs. We have a long-term agenda
on how to fix our Nation’s heath care system.
And we are ready to work with the President
and Republicans in Congress to provide true
relief and real choices for all Americans.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO CPO BRETT D.
MYLES

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 18, 2007

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor today to announce that Brett D. Myles
has been promoted to the rank of Chief Petty
Officer of the United States Naval Sea Cadet
Corps. Family and friends of CPO Myles will
gather on the battleship New Jersey on Satur-
day, January 21, to honor this outstanding
young man.

In order to achieve this high rank, CPO
Myles had to complete many months of inten-
sive training as well as a broad range of U.S.
Navy courses. Throughout his service, Chief
Petty Officer Myles displayed superior qualities
of patriotism, leadership, and expertise. He
should be very proud of his achievement: Less
than 2 of 1% of the almost 10,000 Naval Sea
Cadets in the program succeed in attaining
this rank.

Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor
CPO Myles for his outstanding achievement.
He is truly an inspiration to all U.S. Naval Sea
Cadets and to all citizens of this great Nation.
| want to again congratulate CPO Myles for
this achievement and | wish him the best of
luck in the future.

——————

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD 8.
WOODWARD

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 18, 2007

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to acknowledge and honor a fellow Cali-
fornian who has had a long and distinguished
career as a political consultant while setting
extremely high standards of quality and integ-
rity. For more than 35 vyears, Richard S.
Woodward has guided his political consulting
firm to a stunning 98 percent winning record
while taking on some of the toughest, seem-
ingly impossible ballot measure campaigns.

Two of America’s great institutions helped
prepare Mr. Woodward for the future. The
United States Marine Corps demanded tough-
ness and a steadfast approach. Graduating
from Stanford University required a sharp,
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agile and inquisitive mind that could apply var-
ied pieces of information to solving problems.

Mr. Woodward raced up the political ladder
from legislative staffer to political director. In
1971 he teamed with the dean of the Cali-
fornia state capitol press corps, the late Jack
McDowell, to form a new consulting firm. It
wasn’t long before Woodward & McDowell fo-
cused solely on that most Californian of elec-
tion efforts: the ballot measure campaign. Mr.
Woodward basically wrote the book on propo-
sition campaigns: Known for his strategic
mind, Mr. Woodward has often led his team to
victory when early polls showed the other side
started with the sentiment of two-thirds or
more of the voters. Even with the demands of
campaign after campaign, Mr. Woodward and
his wife, Mary, have raised two fine sons,
Brendan and Ryan.

On February 20, the American Association
of Political Consultants will meet in Miami.
One order of business will be to honor the
former president and chairman of the bipar-
tisan organization, Richard S. Woodward, with
the lifetime achievement award.

Madam Speaker, please join me in com-
mending Mr. Woodward for a job well done
and wishing him the best of luck and health as
he continues setting the standard.

————————

TRIBUTE TO HENRY LEROY
CLARKE

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 18, 2007

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam
Speaker, with a heavy heart, | rise to pay trib-
ute to the life of former General Manager and
founder of the Public Employees Union, Local
No. 1, Henry LeRoy Clarke who died on Janu-
ary 4, 2007. For more than 38 years, Henry
Clarke dedicated his life to improving working
conditions for thousands of public employees
in the Contra Costa County community. As
General Manager, Mr. Clarke was a strong ad-
vocate on behalf of union members, trans-
forming the political landscape from one that
was highly adverse to organized labor to one
that promotes mutual respect between admin-
istration and employees.

Henry Clark was born on March 10, 1923,
in Denver, Colorado, to a family of seven chil-
dren. During the depression, Henry moved
with his family to Chico, California, to prosper
in farming. He graduated from Chico High as
Student Body President, and soon after en-
tered WWII to serve in General George Pat-
ton’s army in Europe. After the war, Henry re-
turned to Chico, where he was named All
Western Conference Tackle while playing for
Chico State. He transferred to the University
of California, Berkeley in 1948 to play football
under legendary coach Lynn “Pappy” Waldorf
and study labor, economics, and politics. Al-
though Henry was only a young student, he
helped organize the food service workers at
Cal into one of the first unions in the U.C. sys-
tem.

Upon graduating with honors from the Uni-
versity of California, Henry became a history
teacher in the Napa public schools where he
met his lovely wife Maureen. He only taught
for 2 years before the school district fired him
for none other than trying to form a teachers’
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union. From that moment on, Henry dedicated
himself to the causes of organizing labor. He
became the first full-time executive secretary
of the California Federation of Teachers, and
soon after the western representative of the
American Federation of Teachers. In this posi-
tion, Henry helped direct the largest collective
bargaining election of teachers in the United
States during the New York City teacher
strikes of 1961 and 1962.

In 1962, Henry took on the job of General
Manager for the Contra Costa County Employ-
ees Association, a title he would hold for the
next 38 years. In 1968, he founded the inde-
pendent Public Employees Union, Local No. 1,
which many county employees joined in order
to avoid a passive international union. Henry
formed the union based upon fierce demo-
cratic principles, providing each member ac-
cess and a voice in the governance of the
union. Under Henry’s visionary leadership,
Local No. 1 grew from 632 members into a
model for controlled unions everywhere
achieving a current membership of over
15,000, which includes public employees from
Northern California’s counties, cities, school
districts, and special districts. Henry rep-
resented these employees with vigor until his
retirement in 2000.

Henry Clarke spent over four decades
standing up for the rights of workers in Contra
Costa County. He was a true public servant
who understood the process of social justice.

To Henry’s son and daughter-in-law, Cam-
eron and Ellen Clark, and his grandson, Henry
Wallace, | extend my heartfelt condolences.
Your loss is shared not only by those who
knew Henry personally but also by all those
who have been touched by the work he has
done. We will be forever grateful for the integ-
rity, passion and determination with which he
sought to make our country’s work environ-
ment fair and safe for all.

TRIBUTE TO SONJA LILLIAN
MACYS

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 18, 2007

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to take the opportunity to honor an envi-
ronmental leader who has made an indelible
mark on the Sonoran Desert region and on
the community of Tucson, Arizona. Five years
ago, Sonja Lillian Macys came to Tucson and
took the town by storm. As an undergraduate,
Sonja had mastered the Spanish language in
6 months and lived and worked in Mexico,
promoting  environmental education and
ecotourism. Originally from the horse country
of Virginia, she came to Tucson by way of
Colorado, where she had skied her way to a
Master of Science degree in Protected Area
Management specializing in International Con-
servation, with extensive training in non-profit
leadership and management.

Sonja rapidly immersed herself in her new
community in the role of the Tucson Audubon
Society’s Executive Director. Sonja quickly
moved to create a broad-based conservation
strategy with a significant cross-border ele-
ment. Sonja’s deep commitment to environ-
mental and social justice, sustainability, and
public participation soon became Audubon’s
trademark.
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Her contributions to the Southern Arizona
community and the U.S.-Mexico borderlands
are numerous: creating multi-jurisdictional
partnerships to conserve riparian areas and
desert landscapes; partnering agencies, con-
servationists, ranchers, business interests, and
students; educating scores of birders and
other citizens to become active policy-makers
and advisors; protecting critical habitats from
devastation wrought by mining, development,
overgrazing, and other harmful activities; and
creating a community more literate in the ar-
ticulation of social and environmental justice.

Sonja Macys will leave a legacy that cannot
be adequately expressed in words, and gives
all of us who have known and worked with her
hope that we can truly achieve the goals that
we set out to accomplish together. The Tuc-
son community and the wildlife of the Sonoran
Desert will sorely miss Ms. Macys, but | have
no doubt she will go on to accomplish great
things in her future endeavors. | wish her the
best of luck.

———

TRIBUTE TO DANNY VALDEZ
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 18, 2007

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Danny Valdez on his inauguration as
Webb County Judge on January 1, 2007.

Judge Valdez was first elected into office as
justice of the peace in May 1982 and has
served for nearly 25 years. This inauguration
marks the start of his sixth 4-year term with
the court in Webb County. Judge Valdez has
received numerous awards such as the Com-
munity Service Award by LULAC Council No.
12, and the Nuestro Orgullo Award by
S.C.A.N. due to his passion in working with at-
risk youth in the community, and addressing
issues such as truancy, gang violence, drug
abuse, teen pregnancy, and juvenile delin-
quency. He also was recognized for his com-
mitment to the rule of law by the Laredo Bar
Association with the Liberty Bell Award and
the 2005 Hispanic of the Year Award by
LULAC Council No. 7.

Aside from presiding over one of the busiest
courts, Judge Valdez is actively involved in
community activities such as working with the
Texas Department of Criminal Justice Edu-
cation Program in bringing male and female
inmates to local middle and high schools to
educate students about the dangers involved
in making the wrong choices. He worked with
the Lamar Bruni Vergara Trust in the develop-
ment of the Lamar Bruni Vergara Boys’ Scout
Camp Huisache and was also instrumental in
the development of the Lamar Bruni Inner City
Recreation Center. Judge Valdez also reached
out to low-income families by chairing the An-
nual Toys for Tejanitos Drive, the Angel Wish
Program, and the Annual Fishing Derby for
physically challenged students.

Judge Valdez has given out over $60,000 in
scholarships to promising young students from
the Laredo Independent School District. He
also started the Supply Our Students Cam-
paign that has raised funds for nearly 70 tons
of school supplies for low-income students in
Webb County. He is truly one of the great
Laredoans and it is because of him that the
youth in the community have realized their im-
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mense potential in creating a new and better
future for themselves by learning from the val-
ues of Judge Valdez.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have had
this time to recognize the dedication of Judge
Danny Valdez to his community.

———

FREEDOM FOR RAYMUNDO
PERDIGON BRITO

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 18, 2007

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to speak about
Raymundo Perdigon Brito, a political prisoner
in totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Perdigon Brito is an independent jour-
nalist in Cuba who is striving to create a soci-
ety that tolerates human rights, freedom, and
democracy. He has been a peaceful supporter
of bringing the most fundamental of human
rights to a people shackled by a tyrant’s brutal
machinery of repression. Unfortunately, be-
cause of his unwavering support of freedom
for the people of Cuba Mr. Perdigon Brito has
been targeted by the dictatorship.

In November of 2006, Mr. Perdigonn, his
sister Ana Margarita Perdigon and several
other journalists launched the Yayabo Press
news agency. On November 29, 2006, just 12
days after its launch, Mr. Perdigén Brito was
arrested by State Security thugs and told to
cease his journalistic activities or that he
would be sent to prison. Mr. Perdigdn Brito
was always aware of the risks he was taking
as a journalist and he was well aware of his
many colleagues serving long prison terms in
Castro’s hellish gulags, yet rather than allow
his voice to be silenced, he preferred to fight
for the cause of freedom and democracy on
that enslaved island.

On December 5, 2006, Mr. Perdigén Brito
was “sentenced” to 4 years in the inhuman
squalor of Castro’s gulags on charges that he
posed a “pre-criminal danger to society”. A
charge often used to detain pro-democracy
activists, even when they have committed no
offense, simply because the regime regards
them a potential threat to its grotesquely brutal
and repressive totalitarian control.

In Mr. Perdigon’s absence, his sister, Ana
Margarita Perdigon, replaced him as Editor of
Yayabo Press. This development did not pass
unchecked or unnoticed within the inner cir-
cles of the regime’s henchmen. According to a
dissident journalist who spoke to Reporters
Without Borders, “The political police knew
this and did everything to ensure the news
agency is disbanded as soon as possible”.

On the morning of December 5, 2006, as
Mr. Perdigon Brito’s relatives were leaving the
courthouse in the central province of Sancti
Spiritus, Cuba, nearly 100 regime thugs at-
tacked them viciously. This barbarous and vile
hate crime was carried out with such regi-
mented violence that Mr. Perdigon Brito’s fa-
ther was hospitalized due to serious injuries
sustained during the attack.

Madam Speaker, it is repulsive that only 90
miles from our shore, brave souls like that of
Mr. Perdigon are locked in dungeons because
they too believe in the freedoms we hold sa-
cred to our way of life. My colleagues, let us
remember those whose suffer under the totali-
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tarian nightmare that is the Castro regime. Let
us demand the immediate release of
Raymundo Perdigon Brito and every prisoner
of conscience in the dungeons of totalitarian
despots.

TRIBUTE TO MR. TONY HOUSEMAN

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 18, 2007

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mr. Tony Houseman for
his continued conservation efforts and his
dedicated service to the Houston Safari Club.
Tony has been a member of the Houston Sa-
fari Club for over twenty years and has served
as the Club’s Convention Chair in 1996 and
the President from 1997-1998. He also has
been awarded three distinguished awards
from the Houston Safari Club with the 1998
Conservation Award, the 2005 Lifetime Serv-
ice Award, and the 2007 Frank Green Award.

His tireless leadership has had a positive
impact in Texas and across our nation. When
Tony and Ray Petty were asked by Congress-
man Jack Fields to help organize and start the
Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus, which |
am a proud member, he never hesitated in
saying yes. Every year, for ten straight years,
they traveled to Washington D.C. to increase
the membership and clout of the Caucus and
help fight for the rights of the hunter and the
hunting community. Now, the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Caucus has one of the highest
memberships and continues to advocate the
interests of sportsmen.

Tony also has taken a leadership role in too
many projects to list, with notable ones being
Operation Bright Lights and the Tony House-
man State Park and Wildlife Management
Area. Operation Bright Lights raises funds and
works with professional hunters to build
schools and water wells in Tanzania, and re-
cently he and his wife Gisela took a trip there
and visited one of the newly built schools. For
the state park, Tony donated 1,500 acres to
conserve the Blue Elbow Swamp in South
East Texas. This 3,300 acre conservation site
on the Sabine River remains a magical place
for wildlife.

Madam Speaker, Tony Houseman is the
consummate hunter and conservationist and a
friend | deeply admire. Thank you for helping
me honor him today.

—————

COLLEGE STUDENT RELIEF ACT
OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 17, 2007

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 5, a bill that would ex-
pand educational opportunity for millions of
young Americans by slicing interest rates on
federally-subsidized student loans in half.

This fair, well-balanced legislation would
open the doors to America’s colleges and uni-
versities for millions of our sons and daughters
who would have otherwise been dissuaded by
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