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the center would be financially self-sustaining. 
These grants were not intended to be a 
source of permanent funding. With that said, 
one of the main objectives of the SBA has 
been to provide direction and resources to 
those desiring to start and expand their small 
business firms. 

As once stated by the House Small Busi-
ness Committee Chairwoman NYDIA M. 
VELÁZQUEZ, ‘‘today’s small business owners 
are leading the way when it comes to job cre-
ation and economic development in commu-
nities nationwide. [H.R. 2397] will ensure that 
the needs of the drivers of our economy— 
small businesses—are met.’’ This legislation 
dedicates resources to strengthen centers and 
ensure stability in the program. 

I rise today to support, as well as to encour-
age my other colleagues to join Representa-
tive FALLIN and myself in helping to increase 
the effectiveness of Women’s Business Cen-
ters nationwide by supporting the SBA Wom-
en’s Programs Act of 2007, H.R. 2397. I thank 
you once again, Representative FALLIN, for in-
troducing this important piece of legislation. I 
am looking forward to witnessing the tremen-
dous effects and positive results that this bill 
has to offer. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF NATIONAL CARIBBEAN-AMER-
ICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 18, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate the passage of 
House Concurrent Resolution 148 which de-
clares June as National Caribbean American 
Heritage Month. I am honored to be a cospon-
sor of this bill because it recognizes the con-
tributions of Caribbean Americans to the so-
cial, economic and cultural landscape to the 
United States of America. The West Indies 
represents a diverse melting pot with each is-
land bringing its own unique enriching element 
to this country’s background. With approxi-
mately 34 million people and 16 independent 
nations sharing an African ethnic heritage, the 
Caribbean is a cosmopolitan region. 

Some may wonder, what are we really cele-
brating during Caribbean Heritage Month? 
What makes these dynamic groups of people 
so distinct? Since the 17th century, West In-
dian slaves were shipped to the Americas. 
The Caribbean region continued to suffer slav-
ery’s wrath long after its abolition. Colonialism 
continued to strangle the region’s independ-
ence, creating fragmented and dependent 
economies. However, in just over 40 years of 
independence, the region has established 
democratic governments and strengthened 
ties with the United States. Despite extenu-
ating circumstances, these former colonies are 
now rising states which continue to infuse 
American mainstream culture. 

According to the 2005 American Community 
Survey, some 2.2 million American residents 
have a West Indian background. Moreover, 
approximately 32 percent of the Caribbean- 
American population is currently enrolled in 
college or graduate school, and 33 percent of 
the West Indian population is employed in 

educational, health care, and social services. 
In my home state of Florida, there is an esti-
mated 649,000 Caribbean Americans. Ap-
proximately 30 percent of this population is 
currently enrolled in college or graduate 
school and 25 percent are employed in edu-
cational, health care, and social services. 

Large, dynamic and remarkable commu-
nities with Caribbean ancestry exhibit this di-
versity in Florida’s 23rd Congressional District. 
I am so privileged to represent people of vir-
tually every single Caribbean heritage. From 
Lauderhill to Miramar to West Palm Beach to 
Oakland Park, I am honored to work on behalf 
of all of these communities and many more. 
There are approximately 153,000 Caribbean 
Americans currently residing in Florida’s 23rd 
District. The Haitian community is one of the 
largest in the United States. In Broward Coun-
ty, Puerto Ricans comprise the largest Carib-
bean group at more than 50,000. 

Furthermore, the second largest concentra-
tion of Cubans in the United States is in 
Broward County, with approximately 50,000 
Cuban-American residents. Palm Beach Coun-
ty has the sixth largest concentration of 
Cuban-American residents in the United 
States, with more than 25,000 Cuban-Amer-
ican residents. Moreover, about 25,000 Palm 
Beach County residents are of Puerto Rican 
descent, and more than 7,500 are of Domini-
can descent. 

Mr. Speaker, the National Caribbean Amer-
ican Heritage Month’s declaration attests to 
the United States’ reception to Caribbean in-
fluence in our country’s history and its present 
socio-economic structure. Undeniably, the 
educational, political, and artistic influences of 
Caribbean Americans continue to permeate 
several facets of our society. The American 
spirit is a tapestry that weaves cultures to-
gether, one in which people of all traditions 
and walks of life convene to better protect and 
educate one another. The Caribbean-Amer-
ican people are an invaluable part of this tap-
estry. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 22, 2007 

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I was 
unavoidably delayed in arriving to the chamber 
for the series of five recorded votes taken dur-
ing the evening of Tuesday, June 12, 2007, on 
amendments to H.R. 2638, the Department of 
Homeland Security Appropriations Act for fis-
cal year 2008. I was therefore unable to cast 
my vote during the first vote in that series 
which was on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from New York, Mr. CROWLEY. Had 
I been able to record my vote on this amend-
ment, rollcall No. 453, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 22, 2007 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker, on 
Thursday, June 21, 2007, I was absent during 

rollcall vote No. 537. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘no’’ on agreeing to the Jor-
dan of Ohio Amendment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 22, 2007 

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 554, H. Amdt. 368 offered by Representa-
tive SMITH to H.R. 2764, the Department of 
State, Foreign Operations and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2008, I was un-
avoidably detained and unable to vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS AND RE-
LATED PROGRAMS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2764) making ap-
propriations for the Department of State, 
foreign operations, and related programs for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and 
for other purposes: 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
support of the realignment of funding for Co-
lombia in the FY2008 State and Foreign Oper-
ations Appropriations bill. I would like to begin 
by thanking Chairwoman LOWEY for her lead-
ership on the issues facing Colombia and for 
crafting such a forward-thinking piece of legis-
lation. 

I visited Colombia a few years ago, and 
learned so much about that beautiful country. 
On that trip I heard chilling accounts of the 
tragedy that our policies have created. A lot 
has changed since my trip, but many of the 
fundamental problems still exist, and in some 
cases, have worsened. 

I heartily support the new balance of aid in 
the FY2008 Foreign Operations bill. As out-
lined in the bill, now 55 percent of aid for Co-
lombia will go toward military functions while 
45 percent will go to rural development, social 
development, and strengthening the judicial 
system. This new approach is a dramatic 
change that will help remedy the problems 
that our policies have caused. 

Just this month, the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy announced that more than 
387,900 acres of coca were detected in Co-
lombia in 2006, an increase of 32,120 acres 
from the previous year. The increase in coca 
production is a huge blow to the proponents of 
Plan Colombia, which was created in 2000 to 
reduce drug cultivation. 

This Foreign Ops bill recognizes the failure 
of past policies—especially our counter-drug 
initiatives, and moves U.S. policy in the right 
direction. The funding in this bill will help fami-
lies persecuted by paramilitaries, farmers 
struggling to grow crops other than coca, 
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those displaced by fighting, and the Colom-
bian justice system, which is valiantly strug-
gling to bring justice to victims of violence. 

Thank you, once again to Chairwoman 
LOWEY. I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this important legislation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NICK FRANKOS 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 22, 2007 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Seaker, I rise 
today to honor a pillar of the community of 
Warren, Ohio, who recently passed away. 
There is a well-known saying which maintains 
that, 100 years from now, it will not matter 
what kind of car a person drove or how big 
their bank account was. The saying affirms 
that in 100 years, the world may be a better 
place because of what one person did to help 
inspire and uplift a child. Very few people in 
the town of Warren, Ohio, had as profound an 
impact on so many young lives as Nick 
Frankos did. A 1943 graduate of Warren G. 
Harding High School, Frankos was an avid 
supporter of Warren City Schools and their af-
filiated athletic teams. Affectionately dubbed 
‘‘Uncle Nick,’’ he had a paternal, compas-
sionate quality that allowed him to form life-
long bonds with Warren student-athletes and 
to transform the lives of many of Warren’s 
youth. 

In 1956, Frankos opened his much-ac-
claimed Buena Vista Restaurant, famous 
around town for serving ‘‘Uncle Nick’s Greek 
Fried Chicken.’’ Not only did the restaurant 
provide delicious meals, but it also served as 
a popular hangout for local student athletes, 
coaches, and fans. There were few, if any, 
high school football coaches who did not fre-
quent the restaurant and who did not know 
Frankos on a first-name basis. Last year, 
Frankos was honored by the Warren City 
Council for 50 years of business excellence in 
the town. 

In addition to his business endeavors, 
Frankos also served on the Warren City 
School Board for 12 years. Frankos was nota-
ble for his strong support of high school ath-
letics and for his determination to provide local 
youth with proper athletic facilities. In par-
ticular, Frankos was instrumental in securing 
support for the construction of a new press 
box at Warren’s Mollenkopf Stadium and for 
the replacement of part of the stadium’s seat-
ing area. These improvements serve as a re-
membrance of the staunch support Frankos 
gave to Warren high school athletics through-
out his life. 

Madam Speaker, when ‘‘Uncle Nick’’ 
Frankos passed away on May 22 at the age 
of 82, the community of Warren, Ohio lost 
more than just a businessman. Many local 
athletes, coaches, and fans lost a friend. The 
Warren School Board lost a tireless advocate, 
and the city of Warren lost a dedicated and 
caring public servant. Most importantly, the 
area’s youth lost a devoted mentor and role 
model. It is for his contribution to the youth of 
Warren, Ohio that ‘‘Uncle Nick’’ Frankos 
should be remembered. 

SENATOR BYRD’S 18,000TH VOTE 

HON. ALAN B. MOLLOHAN 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 22, 2007 

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, 
U.S. Senator ROBERT C. BYRD stood in the 
Senate chamber to do his duty. It was not to 
deliver a persuasive and enlightening speech 
featuring laser-focused common sense on the 
issue at hand. It was not to educate his col-
leagues on tradition and precedent as the 
Senate’s most prolific historian. And, it was 
not to politely and eloquently offer an oppos-
ing opinion to another Senator’s statement. It 
was to perform what he considers one of his 
most sacred duties—to cast his vote as a rep-
resentative of the people. 

It was not just any vote, Speaker. It was the 
18,000th time that Senator BYRD responded to 
his duty and it was a monumental moment in 
the history of the Senate. No other Senator 
has performed that honored duty as often as 
the gentleman from West Virginia. He has 
voted nearly 3,000 more times than the next 
individual on the list of distinguished public 
servants who have cast votes in the Senate. 
He is, truly, the iron man of the United States 
Senate. 

West Virginians love Senator BYRD for many 
reasons. He has been an avid and effective 
defender of and advocate for his state; an ar-
ticulate representative of their views on press-
ing national issues; and a champion facilitator 
of federal assistance for thousands of impor-
tant projects that make peoples’ lives better. 
But, they also love him because of what his 
never-to-be-matched Senate voting record 
really represents—an unflinching devotion to 
the responsibility they have entrusted him to 
perform. 

I have had the honor of watching Senator 
BYRD for most of my life. He and my father 
came to Washington together as freshmen 
members of the House in 1952. Seldom have 
I ever seen a public servant work so hard to 
honor the responsibility entrusted to him by his 
people and the obligation imposed upon him 
by the United States Constitution. 

The range of topics covered by those 
18,000 votes must be staggering from the crit-
ical to the mundane. But they all received 
equal attention from Senator BYRD as a sa-
cred duty. 

He once wrote that Senators have an obli-
gation to this great Nation to see that the pow-
ers of democracy are used effectively to settle 
important issues. Democracy, he has rea-
soned, requires us to work together. 

He wrote: ‘‘Neither presidents nor Congress 
can act by fiat, but must work together, each 
keeping a firm eye on the other branch, and 
each jealously guarding its own prerogatives. 
At the same time, we are all judged by the 
American people who elect us. I have fre-
quently said that I have full faith in the restora-
tive powers of our democracy. What is un-
checked will be balanced. What is wrong will 
be righted in time by our open and democratic 
system of government. So it has been for the 
first 200 years in the history of the United 
States Senate, and so it will be in the future.’’ 

Madam Speaker, Senator BYRD has ex-
pressed his faith in our democracy 18,000 
times. Today I humbly honor Senator BYRD 
not just for casting those 18,000 votes as an 

avid practitioner of democracy. I honor him for 
his faith in America, in people and in the form 
of government crafted by the framers of our 
Constitution. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF PANCREATIC CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 22, 2007 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in support of H. Res. 
257, which puts the Congress on record in 
support of the goals and ideals of Pancreatic 
Cancer Awareness Month. I commend the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. PLATTS, for 
introducing this important resolution. 

Pancreatic cancer is one of the most seri-
ous of cancers, it is the fourth most common 
cause of cancer death in the United States; 
and is the fifth leading cause of cancer death 
worldwide. It is responsible for 90 percent of 
deaths for those who develop the disease. 

The incidence of pancreatic cancer is 50–90 
percent higher in African Americans than in 
any other racial group in the United States. 
Not only is pancreatic cancer more common 
among African Americans, but African Ameri-
cans also have the poorest prognosis of any 
racial group because they often are diagnosed 
with advanced, and therefore, inoperable can-
cer. African Americans also are less likely to 
receive surgery than any other racial group in 
the United States. Many studies have been 
conducted to determine why there is an in-
creased risk of pancreatic cancer among Afri-
can Americans. These studies suggest that 
environmental and socioeconomic factors may 
be important. Other risk factors for pancreatic 
cancer that are more common in African 
Americans include diabetes mellitus and being 
overweight. 

It is heartbreaking to see people of ‘‘minor-
ity’’ status suffering from pancreatic cancer. It 
is a very deadly disease, but not common 
enough for everyone to be screened for it. The 
symptoms are vague and non-descript usually 
until the disease is so advanced there is little 
that can be done. We know that cancer can 
be deadly, but early detection is crucial. We 
also know how tragic the diagnosis of pan-
creatic cancer can be because of its rapid de-
cline in the individual that has this particular 
disease. 

I know firsthand from a prominent citizen in 
my community, someone who was vibrant and 
contributing, who suffered through the disease 
of pancreatic cancer, having good days and 
bad days, having recoveries and then re-
lapses. 

So I believe it is extremely important that we 
support the goals and the ideals of Pancreatic 
Cancer Awareness Month. The deadliness of 
this particular form of cancer goes far beyond 
the average citizen’s comprehension. That is 
why education and awareness is crucial, and 
a month of Pancreatic Awareness is a good 
start to the educational process about the dis-
ease and the people who have it. 

For these reasons I strongly urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution. 
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