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to hunt bin Laden? We cannot afford to let a
mass murderer slip through our fingers again.

The U.S. has sent $5.6 billion in military re-
imbursements to Pakistan for counterterrorism
efforts—this is $80 million a month. We are
about to vote to send them even more.

In the early days of the war in Afghanistan,
President Bush decided to out-source the hunt
for bin Laden in Tora Bora. Now we need to
examine—are we relying too much on Paki-
stan and their accord with tribal warlords near
the Afghan border for the same reason?

Why do we, the United States of America,
continue to send roughly $1 billion per year to
Pakistan if they are going to slash patrols
through the area where al Qaeda and Taliban
fighters are most active?

Why, as Senator REED has said, are we re-
imbursing Pakistan for their efforts instead of,
“paying for specific objectives?”

Is it true, as two American analysts and one
American soldier reported—that Pakistani se-
curity forces fired in direct support of Taliban
ground attacks on Afghan Army posts?

Families in the 8th District of Pennsylvania
voted me here to ask tough questions and de-
mand accountability.

| hope over the coming weeks and months
this Congress gets answers to these vital
questions so we can effectively prosecute the
war on terror.

We can win the war on terror but after more
than 4 years in Iraq and nearly 6 years in Af-
ghanistan, we need to demand more results.

Madam Speaker, by asking the tough ques-
tions we can continue to support the troops
who are fighting bravely to secure our Nation.

———

IN HONOR OF MICHAEL RUCKA

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 21, 2007

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the achievements of a man who is a
true defender of the needs and interests of in-
jured workers. Michael Rucka’s long and dis-
tinguished career has proven him to be worthy
of the Workers Injury Litigation Group Lifetime
Achievement Award, which he will receive on
June 23, 2007.

As a senior founding partner of the Rucka,
O’Boyle, Lombaro & McKenna Attorney prac-
tice, Michael proves to be an outstanding and
committed leader. Not only does his hard work
make him shine as a perfect candidate for the
Lifetime Achievement Award, but Michael's
pursuit of reform in worker's compensation
systems in the United States also highlights
his devotion to his career but especially to his
clients—the working man and woman.

Madam Speaker, Michael Rucka exemplifies
exceptional skill and service to a worthy social
cause and | am honored to be able to ac-
knowledge him as one of the most valuable
lawyers of our time. The contributions and ef-
forts that he has made and will continue to
make are invaluable.
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CELEBRATING THE 50TH
BIRTHDAY OF LEO Y. LEE

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 21, 2007

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to celebrate the 50th birthday of Mr. Leo Y.
Lee, and to honor his past, present, and future
contributions to the Asian-American commu-
nity. We celebrate his first 50 years, his en-
ergy, determination, and lifelong service to our
diverse communities.

Mr. Lee immigrated to the United States in
1975 from Hong Kong. Mr. Lee attended Vin-
cennes University in Indiana in 1975 and Coo-
per Union for the Advancement of Science
and Art on full tuition scholarships. He became
a licensed engineer with a master’s degree in
mechanical engineering.

Mr. Lee was elected president of the Chi-
nese American Association of the City of New
York from 1994 through 1996. This group is a
fraternal organization of 4,000 Chinese-Amer-
ican managerial and civil service employees
for the city of New York.

In June 1996, Mr. Lee was selected to par-
ticipate in the Coro Partnership Leadership
Enhancement and Networking Program for his
demonstrated leadership, commitment, and
community involvement.

Since 1996, Mr. Lee has been a member of
the Organization of Chinese Americans,
OCA—New York Chapter. OCA is a national
organization that promotes equal opportunity
and equal treatment of Asian Americans. Mr.
Lee has served as president of the New York
Chapter from 1999 through 2002, during which
time he advocated for fair treatment and jus-
tice for Dr. Wen Ho Lee, mentored Chinatown
youth initiatives, a fledgling leadership organi-
zation, and organized candidate forums to ad-
dress the concerns of the Chinese immigrant
community.

He was elected to the OCA National Execu-
tive Council in October 2002 on which he
served as the vice president of membership.
In 2005, he was the recipient of OCA National
Unsung Heroes Award. Today, Mr. Lee con-
tinues to serve on the board of directors of
OCA’s New York chapter.

Earlier this year, Mr. Lee was selected to
serve on the New York City Council’s Discrimi-
nation and Harassment Task Force.

Mr. Lee is also a loving father, engaged in
his community as a parent. In 2006, Mr. Lee
was elected a member-at-large of the Parents’
Association of Stuyvesant High School. Fi-
nally, Mr. Lee has been elected co-president
of the Parents’ Association for the fall 2007—
spring 2008 school year.

Madam Speaker, | thank Mr. Lee for his
leadership and continued service to the com-
munity, and wish him a very happy birthday.

———
DEDICATED TO PROVIDING QUAL-

ITY HEALTH CARE—A TRIBUTE
TO BETTY JEAN KERR

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 21, 2007

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, today | am
proud to honor Betty Jean Kerr as she cele-
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brates 30 years of successful service as CEO
of People’s Health Centers, PHC. Under her
dedicated leadership, the medically under-
served and uninsured receive comprehensive
medical treatment daily across the St. Louis
Metropolitan Area. The St. Louis community
will celebrate Ms. Kerr during a very special
Gala Weekend, which includes a historical re-
naming of PHC to the Betty Jean Kerr Peo-
ple’s Health Centers. This is a fitting tribute for
an extraordinary woman who has been cred-
ited with taking her vision of community health
to an international level.

PHC Health Centers, PHC, has a 35 year
history of providing essential primary care and
prevention health education risk reduction
services. Under Kerr's leadership, the PHC
campus is now a sprawling community of
apartments for the elderly, housing for persons
with disabilities, social security services, pri-
mary health care, dental services, a phar-
macy, affordable homes, small businesses,
and school-based sites that provide increased
access to health in conjunction with health
center locations. All health services are pro-
vided by clinicians who are accountable for
addressing the personal health needs of the
residents in St. Louis. The success of PHC is
a true reflection of Kerr's commitment and
dedication to ensuring that primary care and
prevention services are efficiently provided, re-
gardless of a patient’s socioeconomic status.

Kerr has also ventured beyond medical
treatment by incorporating medical research
into PHC. By partnering with government
agencies, teaching institutions, and a host of
other participants, PHC is able to conduct clin-
ical research trials in an effort to improve
health outcomes for medically underserved
persons with chronic diseases. And reduce
health disparities. Ms. Kerr has a strong belief
that every citizen has the right to a long and
healthy life. She continues creating unique
programs, such as the Sharing the Care Pro-
gram, which allows eligible PHC participants
to receive life-saving drugs free of charge.

Kerr has recently extended her mission of
serving the underserved through the Betty
Jean Kerr Scholarship. These College Family
Life Assistant Scholarships are awarded to Af-
rican American students with an interest in
higher education in the fields of health and
health related professions.

Madam Speaker, it is with great privilege
that | recognize Betty Jean Kerr today before
Congress. She is not only a local hero, but is
indeed a national treasure. Her tireless work
to make healthcare affordable and accessible
to all makes her more than worthy of this
honor. It is with great privilege that | ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring Betty Jean
Kerr.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO MR. TOM
AND MRS. LOIS MILLER ON THE
OCCASION OF THEIR 50TH WED-
DING ANNIVERSARY

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 21, 2007

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, the insti-
tution of marriage is one of the most effective
traditions in civilized society which organizes,
holds together and perpetuates continuation of
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civilized humanity and to many it is both a civil
and religious act and whereas, Tom and Lois
Miller have shared 50 years of holy matri-
mony, | am pleased to pause and wish them
well as they reach this important milestone.
Tom and Lois met in McCool, Mississippi
while teenagers and were married after com-
ing to Chicago by Rev. Daniel A. Williams on
January 14, 1957. Tom worked at CELO Steel
and later went to the R.C. Cola Company
where he retired after a long and satisfying ca-
reer. Lois pursued a career in cosmetology,
became one of the best in her field and sub-
sequently opened her own business, the L &
L Beauty Salon which has been in existence
for 47 years.

Mr. Speaker, Tom and Lois Miller became
and still are pillars of their community. They
raised 4 daughters, have 4 grandchildren and
2 great grandchildren. Ever since their mar-
riage they have been rocks of the Greater
Zion MB Church. They were founding mem-
bers of the 4500 W. Congress Block Club in
Chicago, have been active in many other civic
and social endeavors and for the past 10
years have lived in Westchester, lllinois,
where they have immersed themselves into
community life.

Madam™ Speaker, 50 years is a long time
and when you can spend those 50 years in a
state of peace, happiness and productive en-
gagement, you have been truly blessed, just
as you have blessed others. | have been told
that “to those to whom much is given, much
is expected in return.”

The Millers have been fortunate to have a
great family, great children, grandchildren,
friends and other relatives. Their children,
grandchildren, other relatives and friends have
been fortunate to have the Millers in their lives
and | close my comments with congratulations
to Tom and Lois Miller, wish them well and
trust that they will have many more years of
happy and blissful marriage.

———

COMMEMORATING 45 YEARS OF
DEDICATED SERVICE CITY MAN-
AGER JACKIE WILSON HAS
GIVEN TO THE COMMUNITY OF
DOUGLAS, GEORGIA

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 21, 2007

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, | wish to
commemorate the 45 years of dedicated serv-
ice City Manager Jackie Wilson has given to
the community of Douglas, Georgia.

From the beginning, Jackie Wilson has
raced out of the gate full speed with a prag-
matic approach to community development.
She started as Executive Secretary to the City
Manager of Douglas in 1962. In 1972, she
transferred to the Urban Renewal Department
as Assistant Director, and in 1974 became the
Director of Urban Renewal. In 1975 when
Urban Renewal was phased out, she became
the Director of Community Development. In
1995, she was named Assistant City Manager.
In January of 2002, when the former City
Manager resigned, she was appointed City
Manager.

During her time of service she has received
numerous outstanding awards. In 1985, she
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received the Douglas-Coffee County Out-
standing Leadership and Service Award. In
1992, the Georgia Municipal Association
Eighth District Community Leadership Award.
In 2006, she received the Douglas-Coffee
County Chamber of Commerce and Economic
Development Authority Women In Leadership
Award. This award will now be given annually
and has been named the “Jackie L. Wilson
Women In Leadership Award”. In 2007 she
has been selected as an Honored Member of
the Heritage Registry of Who’s Who 2007-
2008 Edition.

On June 30, 2007 Jackie Wilson will retire
and spend time with her five grandchildren.
Through her hard work and dedication she
has been a great example for the community
of Douglas, Georgia.

JOHN ISNER—TENNIS GREAT
FROM GREENSBORO

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 21, 2007

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, it is well
known that Greensboro, NC, has produced
some fine tennis players. Some around Cap-
itol Hill, for example, might be acquainted with
my sometimes adequate “old man’s game of
tennis.” That being acknowledged, | can safely
say that | am glad to have never faced the
overpowering serve of John Isner, Greens-
boro’s own collegiate tennis champion. Even
on my best day on the court, | think | might
have a tough time returning one of his 130
mile-per-hour rockets.

John, hailing from Greensboro’s Page High
School, helped lead the 2007 NCAA Cham-
pion University of Georgia Men’s Tennis team
as a senior while playing in the number one
singles position. Just this week, John and his
teammates were lauded by President Bush at
the White House.

John’s personal accomplishments this sea-
son were also extraordinary. He entered the
NCAA individual singles championship as the
number one ranked college player in the na-
tion, before losing the finals in three sets.
Over the course of this spectacular season, he
also set the University of Georgia record for
career singles victories at 143. While his ca-
reer tournament victories are too numerous to
list, | must mention that he won the NCAA
doubles championship as a sophomore.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of
the Sixth District of North Carolina, | would like
to wish John the best of luck in the pro ranks.
And | know that if we ever teamed up for a
doubles match, it is safe to say that we would
be unbeatable.

————
INTRODUCTION OF THE CHIL-
DREN’S MERCURY EXPOSURE
ACT OF 2007

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 21, 2007

Mr. LOBIONDO. Madam Speaker, today |
am introducing the “Children’s Mercury Expo-

E1383

sure Act of 2007” along with my colleague,
Representative ROBERT E. ANDREWS. This
necessary and important piece of legislation
will establish a program of research at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH) regarding the
risks posed by all levels of exposure of chil-
dren to mercury from mercury contaminated
industrial sites; require the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC), working
in coordination with state departments of
health, to conduct a study on the prevalence
of the exposure of children to mercury from
mercury contaminated industrial sites and
present to Congress a preliminary report of
the prevalence of such occurrences 1 year
from the date of enactment; and provide block
grants through CDC to state departments of
health to conduct initial and long-term testing
of children exposed to mercury from mercury-
contaminated industrial sites.

| introduce this legislation today as a direct
result of an incident that occurred last summer
in my Congressional District. Last July, to my
amazement and disbelief, | learned that a day
care center in Franklin Township, New Jersey
had been opened mistakenly on a site that
was previously used by a thermometer manu-
facturer with a history of mercury contamina-
tion and had not been properly cleaned up. As
a result of this, children who innocently played
on the grounds and slept on the floors of he
day care were diagnosed with mercury con-
tamination.

| worked with the CDC and state agencies
to ensure that these children received the test-
ing and care they needed and deserved, but
there were many questions that could not be
answered about the risks to these children
and children like them who were exposed to
mercury, nor were answers about whether
similar incidents of mercury exposure in chil-
dren were occurring in communities across the
country.

The answers | did find out though were
alarming. | learned that mercury, a potent
neurotoxin that can affect the nervous system,
lungs, brain, and kidneys, is present at a num-
ber of contaminated industrial sites in the
United States. | also learned that children’s
unique behaviors, such as soil ingestion from
normal hand-to-mouth contact, puts them at
particular risk of exposure from these mercury
contaminated industrial sites, and that the
Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease
Registry (ATSDR), has determined this risk
has emerged as an important public health
issue.

This incident has taught me that children
can, and unfortunately will be exposed to mer-
cury from contaminated industrial sites. The
“Children’s Mercury Exposure Act of 2007” at-
tempts to ensure that children and parents
have knowledge about the risks posed by this
exposure; that the scope of this problem is de-
termined; and that the appropriate level of
testing and care is provided. | urge my col-
leagues in the House to join me in working to
help those children who have been, and may
be, exposed to mercury and to support the
“Children’s Mercury Exposure Act of 2007.”
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