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On behalf of myself and the people of the 

great State of West Virginia, we thank Syl-
vester for his years of dedicated and profes-
sional service to the Nation and his contribu-
tions to the arts and wish him continued suc-
cess in the next chapter of his personal and 
professional life. He has been, and will forever 
remain, a shining example of the willpower 
and determination that it takes to make 
dreams come true. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FAMILY 
AND MEDICAL LEAVE INCLUSION 
ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, this year marks the 14th anniversary 
of the passage landmark legislation to help 
Americans balance the responsibilities of work 
and family, the Family and Medical Leave Act. 
The Family and Medical Leave Act (PL 103– 
3), allows qualified workers to take up to 12 
weeks of unpaid leave a year to care for 
newborns, seek emergency medical care for 
himself/herself, parents, children under 18 or a 
legal spouse. Since becoming law, it has al-
lowed many tens of millions of Americans to 
take unpaid leave without the risk of losing 
their jobs. 

But, imagine if your domestic partner, same- 
sex spouse, adult child, parent-in-law, or 
grandparent was involved in a serious car ac-
cident and had no one to take care of him or 
her. Then imagine your employer telling you 
that you can’t take a few days off work to care 
for your loved one because you are not cov-
ered by FMLA. This situation sounds prepos-
terous, but there is no protection for you in 
current law. That is why I am introducing the 
FMLA Inclusion Act. 

The Family and Medical Leave Inclusion Act 
(H.R. 475 in the 109th Congress) amends the 
FMLA to permit leave to care for a domestic 
partner, same-sex spouse, parent-in-law, adult 
child, sibling, or grandparent if that person has 
a serious health condition. 

I am pleased that the Human Rights Cam-
paign has endorsed this legislation, and I am 
proud to introduce it with the support of origi-
nal cosponsors Reps. FRANK, BALDWIN, WOOL-
SEY and SHAYS. 

The FMLA Inclusion Act represents simple 
fairness, and I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to ensure that this fairness pre-
vails. 
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DARFUR 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to speak about the situation in Darfur in 
western Sudan. As you know, nearly 450,000 
people have been killed and over two million 
have been displaced as the violence continues 
to rage in this region. Neighboring nations 
have absorbed hundreds of thousands of refu-
gees who fled their homes to escape the car-

nage that has unfortunately become a way of 
life in Darfur. Even humanitarian aid workers 
have become targets of the violence. 

I am encouraged by the recent agreement 
between the United Nations and the African 
Union on the make up of a peacekeeping 
force to patrol the region. This agreement is a 
step in the right direction, but it is vital that the 
peacekeeping mission begins soon and the 
peacekeepers are allowed to carry out their 
mission effectively. It is important that we sup-
port those who are working to restore peace 
to the millions of innocent people caught in the 
tragedy in Darfur. 

Nearly 3 years ago, on July 22, 2004, the 
U.S. House of Representatives declared the 
atrocities in Darfur to be genocide. The vote 
was bipartisan and unanimous. In the 110th 
Congress, we have already passed resolutions 
addressing the situation in Darfur with over-
whelming bipartisan majorities. 

This issue is not one of partisan politics or 
ideological differences. It is a moral issue, and 
we in the House of Representatives are united 
in our efforts to stop the violence and end the 
suffering in Darfur. 

We can still do more. It is important that we 
divest funds from companies that do business 
with the government of Sudan. Divestment is 
an effective policy tool that would prevent the 
government of Sudan from receiving financial 
resources it is using to fund these atrocities. In 
addition, divestment is the right thing to do. It 
does not make sense to fund indirectly the 
very genocide we seek to end. 

The crisis in Darfur is a tragedy of our 
times. I am pleased that the House of Rep-
resentatives has taken action to ease the suf-
fering of the innocent people in Darfur, and I 
look forward to continuing to work with my col-
leagues in the House to bring this terrible 
chapter of history to a close with a just and 
lasting peace in Sudan. May God help us all 
do the right thing. 
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TRIBUTE TO FATHER TODD UNGER 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a constituent of 
mine, Father Todd Unger, who is celebrating 
his 25th anniversary as a Catholic priest later 
this month. I join the parishioners of St. Peter 
Church in The Dalles, Oregon in congratu-
lating Father Todd. 

Father Todd has served the people of the 
Diocese of Baker, Oregon with dedication and 
humility. He was ordained a Catholic priest for 
the Diocese of Baker, on June 29, 1982 in 
Redmond, Oregon—the town where he was 
born. His first assignment was as Associate 
Pastor in Pendleton, Oregon at St. Mary 
Catholic Church from 1982–1986. He rose to 
Pastor in 1986 when he was transferred to St. 
Elizabeth Catholic Church in John Day, Or-
egon. He served there from 1986–1990. He 
served the next 8 years as Pastor of St. Pat-
rick Catholic Church in Madras, Oregon. He 
undertook his present assignment, as Pastor 
of St. Peter Catholic Church in The Dalles, in 
1998. 

In addition to his duties as Pastor at St. 
Peter Church, Father Todd administers St. 

Mary’s Academy in The Dalles, a pre-kinder-
garten through eighth-grade school. St. Mary’s 
Academy has been in continuous operation for 
142 years providing an educational faith com-
munity for students in Wasco County, Oregon. 
During his 9 years at The Dalles, Father Todd 
has twice been called upon to assume the ad-
ditional duties of principal at the school, once 
for a few months and once for the entire 
school year. 

In addition to all of his church-related tasks, 
Father Todd has also been an active citizen in 
every community that he has served. In Pen-
dleton, he was a member of Kiwanis and a 
Red Cross Swimming Instructor. In John Day, 
Father Todd again taught swimming for the 
Red Cross and began what has been a ca-
reer-long interest in serving as a volunteer 
firefighter for the community. In Madras, he 
again joined the Volunteer Fire Department, 
and in 1994 he was named Firefighter of the 
Year. He also served as a member of the 
Central Oregon Council on Aging, was an ac-
tive member of Kiwanis, and this time he 
taught first aid for the Red Cross. In The 
Dalles, Father Todd became a Rotarian, and 
again joined the Volunteer Fire Department. 
He was named Firefighter of the Year in 2000. 

Everywhere that Father Todd has gone, he 
has tirelessly ministered to the spiritual and 
physical needs of the community. He has 
added greatly to the quality of life in the com-
munities he has served. Father Todd is a ster-
ling example of what it means to be of service. 
I hope these words in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD will serve as a small indicator of 
thanks from the citizens of the Second Con-
gressional District of Oregon and our con-
gratulations on his Silver Jubilee as a Catholic 
priest. 

f 

HONORING RELAY FOR LIFE 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Relay For Life, held in Bridgeview, Il-
linois. The event, sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society, is considered the organiza-
tion’s signature activity. This year is especially 
significant as the June 22–23 event at the 
Bridgeview Park District marks the 15th anni-
versary of the first Relay For Life event in Illi-
nois. 

Relay For Life is an overnight event de-
signed to bring together those who have been 
touched by cancer in our communities. At the 
event, participants celebrate survivorship, re-
member those lost to cancer, and raise money 
to help the American Cancer Society. Pro-
ceeds fund its mission of helping those who 
have been touched by cancer, empowering in-
dividuals to fight back, and saving lives. 

Programs such as Road to Recovery, Look 
Good Feel Good, Support Recovery, and the 
American Cancer Society’s Patient Navigation 
Services all benefit from the annual event. 
These programs and services assist patients 
with educational, technological, logistical, and 
emotional support, and further the search for 
a cure. 

Through the tireless participation of families, 
schools, companies, hospitals, and other com-
munity groups, Relay For Life has assisted 
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those affected by cancer for well over a dec-
ade. Today, I am honored to recognize this 
important event, its participants, and its worthy 
mission. I am especially pleased to acknowl-
edge and congratulate the supporters of Relay 
For Life in Bridgeview, Illinois. The work and 
dedication of these individuals ensure a bright-
er future for those affected by cancer and 
serve as an inspiration to all citizens. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MEL OLSSON 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mel Olsson on his retire-
ment after more than three decades in service 
of our country’s defense and the men and 
women who build the submarines that protect 
our national security. 

Mel began his career at Electric Boat in 
Groton, Connecticut as a pipefitter apprentice 
in 1961. After decades of work at EB, Mel was 
eventually elected in 1990 as President of the 
Marine Draftsmen’s Association, MDA–UAW 
Local 571. Serving as MDA President until 
2003, Mel served on a number of negotiating 
teams, and was chief negotiator for eight suc-
cessful contract negotiations with Electric Boat 
and Computer Sciences Corporation. 

Mel has not only ably represented his col-
leagues in Local 571, but he has also been a 
community pillar in eastern Connecticut by 
serving in state and local organizations. Mel 
served on the Board of Directors of the United 
Way, is a member of the Work Force Invest-
ment Board, and serves on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Charter Oak Federal Credit 
Union. In addition, Mel is the former Chairman 
of the Electric Boat Community Services Com-
mittee, and is a member of the Stonington 
Democratic Town Committee. 

Mel and his wife, Dorothy, reside in Mystic 
and have been married for forty-two years. 
They are the proud parents of their daughter, 
Alyssa. 

Mel retired as a Piping Design Tech at Elec-
tric Boat on May 31, 2007, after thirty-six 
years of remarkable service. The men and 
women of UAW/MDA 571 and Electric Boat 
will miss his leadership and vision inside the 
gates at EB, but I know they will join me in sa-
luting Mel Olsson and his outstanding and 
unique career in eastern Connecticut. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF CAROL 
SCHACHTER, FORMER CHAIR OF 
COMMUNITY BOARD 6 OF MAN-
HATTAN 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to Carol 
Schachter, the former Chair of Community 
Board 6 of Manhattan. Ms. Schachter is being 
honored this month at the annual dinner of the 
Board, which plays a critical advisory function 
in New York City’s municipal government on a 
wide range of matters relating to the quality of 

life in several neighborhoods on Manhattan’s 
East Side. 

Originally appointed to serve on Community 
Board 6 in 1995, Carol Schachter served with 
distinction as its Chair from 2004 to 2006. She 
currently is the Board’s Secretary and Chair of 
its Business Affairs and Street Activities Com-
mittee, positions she also held prior to her 
election as Chair. As Chair of Community 
Board 6, Carol Schachter helped spearhead 
the effort to preserve the ‘‘Sobriety Garden’’ at 
Bellevue Hospital, an initiative she undertook 
with her husband, John. 

Ms. Schachter also ably oversaw the devel-
opment of the Community Board’s 197–A and 
197–C zoning and land use plans. With the 
closing of the Con Edison waterside plant, a 
large swathe of Community Board 6 will be re-
zoned. This offers the opportunity to create 
new parks and open space, as well as new 
schools. The 197–A and 197–C plans address 
these important land use issues as well as 
other significant concerns in the Community 
Board 6 area. The Board’s final submission 
was thoughtful and inspiring, presenting a 
promising vision of the future for its neighbor-
hoods. 

As the Chair of Manhattan Community 
Board 6, Ms. Schachter led her fellow Mem-
bers in carrying out the Board’s challenging 
mission of reviewing and advising municipal 
government on a broad spectrum of public 
policies and issues, such as land use, zoning, 
and the City budget. With firm and effective 
leadership, Carol Schachter led Community 
Board 6 as it monitored the nuts and bolts of 
municipal government, as well, including the 
delivery of City services. She devoted herself 
tirelessly to improving the local quality of life 
on concerns including traffic congestion, dete-
riorating housing stock, sanitation pick-up and 
street cleaning, and the oversight of local bars 
and restaurants. As the Board’s Chair, she 
ably represented the interests of residents and 
businesses in a large, diverse area of Manhat-
tan stretching from East 14th Street to East 
59th Street and from Irving Place, Lexington 
and Park Avenues to the East River. 

In addition to her tireless service to Commu-
nity Board 6 of Manhattan, Carol Schachter 
has been a dedicated civic activist. She volun-
teered her time and effort as President of the 
Stuyvesant Park Neighborhood Association, 
serves as a member of the 13th, 17th and 
19th Police Precinct Councils, and helped 
found the organization All Out Arts. 

Madam Speaker, I request that my col-
leagues join me in paying tribute to Carol 
Schachter for her outstanding service and 
dedication to the civic life of our nation’s great-
est metropolis. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I regret that I could not vote on roll-
call vote No. 502 through roll call vote No. 
511, on June 19, 2007. Had I been present, 
I would have voted: 

‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 502 on agreeing to the 
amendment to H.R. 2641, to reduce funding 
for the Army Corps of Engineers investigations 
by $30 million. 

‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 503 on agreeing to the 
amendment to H.R. 2641, to reduce funding 
for the Army Corps of Engineers construction 
by $481 million. 

‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 504 on agreeing to the 
amendment to H.R. 2641, to reduce funding 
for the Army Corps of Engineers Mississippi 
River and tributaries project by $18 million. 

‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 505 on agreeing to the 
amendment to H.R. 2641, to reduce funding 
for the Army Corps of Engineers operation 
and maintenance by $184 million. 

‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 506 on agreeing to the 
amendment to H.R. 2641, to Strike section 
105 in the bill. 

‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 507 on agreeing to the 
amendment to H.R. 2641, to reduce funding 
for the Bureau of Reclamation’s water projects 
account by $55 million. 

‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 508 on agreeing to the 
amendment to H.R. 2641, to reduce funding 
for Bureau of Reclamation’s policy and admin-
istration account by $1.2 million. 

‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 509 on agreeing to the 
amendment to H.R. 2641, to reduce funding 
for energy efficiency and renewable energy 
programs (Weatherization Assistance) by $102 
million. 

‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 510 on agreeing to the 
amendment to H.R. 2641, to redirect $20 mil-
lion in funding within the Nuclear Energy ac-
count to support the Nuclear Power 2010 pro-
gram from Gen IV reactor program. 

‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 511 on agreeing to the 
amendment to H.R. 2641, to reduce funding 
for fossil fuels research and development by 
$142 million. 

f 

THE VISITING NURSE ASSOCIA-
TION OF CENTRAL JERSEY—95 
YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERV-
ICE 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize the achievements of 
the Visiting Nurse Association of Central Jer-
sey. Since its establishment in 1912, this non-
profit, voluntary organization has treated indi-
viduals of all needs and ages living in my dis-
trict and the surrounding region. In its 95 
years of service, the organization has under-
gone numerous successful expansions, help-
ing it to become a top provider of hospice and 
in-home health care in central New Jersey. 

With an original mission to improve prison 
conditions and approaches to public assist-
ance, the agency over the years has broad-
ened the type of community care it provides. 
Now it is most well known for its outstanding 
in-home services. These services are critical 
to individuals who need frequent and ade-
quate care in order to remain in their own 
homes. 

The association’s team of nurses continually 
strive to keep up with in-home technological 
advances, ensuring that patients receive the 
latest in quality care. VNACJ looks after the 
aging population, founding a local hospice pro-
gram in the 1980s and 1990s. At the other 
end of the spectrum, VNACJ also focuses its 
efforts on the needs of children. The organiza-
tion has worked to expand handicap services 
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